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CONFIDENTIAL. 
a 


Further Correspondence respecting Persia. 





Parr XVI. 








[E 12190/119/34) No. 1. 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 








5 iar Office, January 2, 1924. 
T HAVE received your despatch No, 569 of 30th November relative to the 
Avglo-Persian Oil Company's operations in the Bikurz area and the arrangements mide 


for the praeasien of the company’s borings there, 
YE goneur in the view expressed in the final paragraph of your despateh regarding 


J tho attitude to be adopted tov uilet-ed-Dowleh. 
| Tam, &e. 
‘CURZON OF KEDLESION. 















[E 140/1/84) No. 2. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 6.) 





j (No. 3.) 

j (Telewraphic.) 
YOUR despatch No. 466, last paragraph. 
Persian advance towards Khawsh is likely to begin soon, and it will involve the 


| withdrawal of British detachments from that place aud Duzdap, which Government 
we raia aye themselves anxious to effect before the end of the current finuncial year, 
This will leave tailway practically in physical control of Persians and thus wodify 


existing situation, 
Tihink, therefore, thyt decision as regards disposal of railway should,be ta 


acted ow in good time before the withdrawal of our troops. 
eS SS 
[I 141/116/34) No. 3. 


Pehiran, January 4, 1924, 

















en and 


Sir P. Loraine to India Ofice—(Repeateil to Poreign Office (No. 4); received 
January 5.) 





raphe) ‘Tehran, January 4, 1924. 
TISGUSSED whole question of Sarhad and Baluchistan with Prine Minister 
yeatorday and communicated to him relevant portion of your telexran 

He confirmed decision not to bave Shaukat-ul-Mulk as overnor of 
Baluentotag: Bat to appoint a military governor, who he has not yet chosen, He 
eae ne olonel Salar Amijud-uleMulk at Duzdap with 1,500 men wall be responsible 
Heise of Sathad operations and wishes Denny to meet Salar Aunijad-ul-Mulle at 
Duzdap as's0on as possible. 


2281 [11690] 
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_ He is well satisfied with progress made by Rudbar force, commander of which has 
reosived message of submission {rom several Baluchi chiefs 





‘Three officers of Rudbar 





column have lett for Bampur to see whether peaceful solution can be obtained and tr 
disintegrate tribes politically. 


T think it would be best if Colonel Keys could proceed to Duz 





for conference 


with Salar Amijad-ul-Mulk aud lay down main lines of co-operation, Denny being 





representative regarding activi 
Reason for shelving I 
information, his personality n 
tay ae 


Jess well known 





be arranged at an early date ? 
nister promise 


to instruc! 














Salar Amijac 

ities of Kadir Baksh, which I expl 

ukabulAMulle is. thus, ecording, tol rveent Pera 

iglit excite the hostihty of certain tribes, and that someone 
ise opposition. 





ul-Mulk to consult our 
id to him. 











(E 1/1/84) 


Confidential.) 


in 


TAM directed by the Seoretary of 


No. 4. 





Poreign Ofice to Sir O. Greenway, 








Foreign Office, January 7, 1924, 


tate for Foroign Affairs to invite a reference to 


the Totter addressed by this Department to the Porsian Railways Syndicate on the 


11th October lust, relative to the rene 





ed interest that was then being displayed in 


Persian Governmunt circles in the question of railway construction in Persia, which 


His Majesty's Minister at 


future, 
2, Sir P. Loraine bi 
now Persian Prime M 





subject and that the local press have 
in, groups are being invited to send reprose 


Ame) 
whole sub 








ot, 





8, Sir P, Loraine has loarnt that the Persi 











ister, Se 
sued 





Sepah, is gi 





hran then considered likely to come up again in the near 





flly that he understands that the 
‘ing’ serivus consideration to. tho 
statements to the effect that certain 
ritives to Tehran to examine the 








a Prime Minister favours an aligument 


froin the port of Mchammerah by way of Khorremabad, Burujird, Sultanabad and 


Savah to Tehran, which should, in’ the Persian Government's view, be the first 


eto 





bo built, Sordar Sepah thereaftor favours an alignment from Tehran to Tabriz and 


Maku vid Knevin, and a third line from the capital to Khanikin 
it P, Loraine’s opinion, the success. rece! 

lange menaure to the fact that their competitors w 

Pohran, and he expresses the hope that such a mistake will not recur 
in the question of railway construction, 

“Tihe Seorotary of State shares’ the 0 

Raeecbedianeaie. aia olegeimaestuee tes 

wl to depute a thorough 

ns, to look after their interests at 

11 interests in. the questio, 


4. In 





Corporation may be attributed 


not reprosented at | 








ad 
qualific 
competition with Ameri 
Parsi, 











coficient 





pinion exproniad by Sir P. Lome 
Per 





Kermanshat 
ly achieved by th 















sian Hallways Syndicate will bo well 
oprosentative, with special technical 
‘chran i they wish to enter into serious 

‘Of possible railway construction in 











Tan, &e. 
LANCELOT OLIPHANT. 





[E 256/265/34) 


No. 5. 






Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received January 8.) 


(No. 682. Secret.) 
My Lord, 


THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of intolli 
summary No. 44 for the week nding the 3rd instant, compiled by the 


attaché to the Legation. 


Tekran, November 17, 1923. 





Thaye, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





















a 


Enclosure in No. 5. 


(Secrets) 


Intelligence Summary No. 44 for Week ending November 3, 1923. 
Gilan. 

WITH reference to paragraph 7, intelligence summary No. 30 (File 20. (1) ), 
dated the 29th September, 1923, M. Hakimoy, the Russian consul at Resht, has been 
fappoinied Russian member of the Russo-Persian frontier commission to settle the 
frontier dispute on the Astara-Julfa frontier. He hag proceeded to Astara, and Count 
Minkin has been appointed Russian consul at Resht during his absence. 


Azerbaijan. 
2, Tabriz —The news that Reza Khan ins become Prime Minister was received 
swith great satisfaction by all classes in Tabriz 


ino Shabgevan rebels wero executed in the ity a few days ago, | Those 
of Amir 





include Shahab-es-Sultaneh and Gnlitz Khan, son and brother respectively 


Ashair of Khalkhal. : 
'f, With reference to paragraph 2 in last week's summary, 3,000 rifles have heen 
handed in by the inhabitants of the city to the military authoriti 











Kazoin. 

5, In compliance with the orders issued to the civil population to hand over any 
arms they possess to the miliary authorities, 800 rifles have Leen handed over to the 
officer commanding troops at Kazvin during Octobor. 





Luristan. 

6. With reference to paragraph 27 of last week's intelligence summary, work has 
begin on th abad-Burijird section of this road, ‘Two Russian road engineers, 
named Matuchaivitch and Kosakov, have been sent from ‘Tehran toSultanabad to assist 
in constrnction work. 






Tehran. 






pte the Premiership on the 


Roza Kl 
Jotober as follows i— 


27th October. He formed his Cabinet on the 
Prime Minister 
ister of Interior 


n, Serdar Sepal, Minister of Aves 
ith 













‘ Sordar Sepah (Reza Khan), 


Zoka-ul-Mulke 
Mudir-ul-Mulk: 
es-Sultan 


ga Affairs 









Public Works 

4) Public Instruction 4. i 
1) Posts and ‘Telegraphs © Khadayar Khon. 
{) Interior (acting) Mirza Ghassem Khan 








On the 30th October Reza Khan issued his first proclamation as Primo Ministor, 

8, On tho 3rd November the Shab reviewed the ‘Tehran garrison, the programme 
being arranged by Reza Khan . Erbe: 

‘The review was attended by the Crown Prince, all Yeading Versian officials. and 
notables, and inembers of foreign legations. After the Shah had ridden down the lino, 
taking the salute of each unit in tuni, the troops marched past in column formation 
and returoed to barracks. 3 - 

Considerable improvement was noticeable as regards physique of the men, condition 
s« of arms and equipment. All troops 
boots, ‘The diminution in numbers: 9s 





Lure. 
irope on the tth November, Ifo 








xecompanied by— 
Azad-es-Sultan, the Shah's uncle. 
Zil-es-Sultaneh, son of Zil-es-Sultan, 
Bzaz-es-Sultanch, cousin of the Shab. 
Hakita-ed-Dowleh. 

{11690} 
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‘he Shah is extremely bitter against Reza Khan, and will lose no opportunit 
when abroad of intriguing to bring about his downfall. In this he will doubtless fi 
ready accomplices in the three ex-Prime Ministe urope, namely, Vossuk-ed 
Dowleh, his brother Kawam-es-Sultaueh, and Sayy 

10. On the Ist November His Majesty the Shah paid a flying visit to Ku 
Sayyidd Ayatallah Khalissi and other ulamaereturning to Tehran the same 
He was accompanied by Reza Khan and Vossuk-es-S 
Shah presented a valuable diamond ring to Kha 
Sheikh Abdul Kerim. 

11, The War Minister has purchased four Rolls-Royce armoured cars in England 
for the Persian army. Two of these, at a cost of 5,000L each, are being paid for by 
the Sheikh of Mohammierah, who has offered to present them to the army. 

12, With reference to paragraph 16 of Iast week's summary, the anti-British 
demonstration on behalf of the Irak lama was held on the afternoon of the 
28th October outside the northern gate of the 
Attended the demonstration. Speeclies were made by Kh 
the afternoon reviling the British und in support of Ish 

‘ho Union of Workmen in Tehran did no work duri 
closed in the city after 1 rat, Sixty pupils of the Islamiyeh School atte 
demonstration, and, when marching to the meeting place, sang the * Workman's Sou 
with frequent ejaculations of * Down with the Buglish. 

‘The Union of Merchants and Gnilds provided about 3,000 tomans (6002) for freo 
rofroshmont at the meeting to provide tea, drinks, ke Adequate arrangbments were 
made by the police, and the demonstration was carried out in au orderly manner. ‘The 
Russian Chargé d’Affaires, M. Apresoy, drove slowly round. the crowd: in his car, aud 
his seeretarios, Valedin and Husseinov, and the munshi bashi of the Russian Legation, 
named Mirza Ali Akbar Khan, attonded the meeting. 

‘A. Rugsian cinematographer took photographs for despatch to Moscow. ‘Che 
omonstration, thongh well organised, cannot be regarded to haye been asuccess. ‘The 
poople appeared to bo apathotio, and little enthn fas shown, 

13, Pho Russian Ministor, M. Shumyatski, returned to Tebra 
from Moscow. He was acrompanied by M. Svanidze, a di 
Bank, and alwo by M. Pyatogorsk; a director of t 

M. Shumyataki hastoned his return to Tehran in onder ti 
Majesty had loft for Europe, He received a private audience 
Ist November, 

‘Ata collective audience given on the 2nd November by His Majesty to foreign 
representatives for the purpose of saying furowell, M. expressed the hope 
that the Shah would travel to Europe vid Russin, Hix Majesty replied that he hac 
already mado arrangemonts to travel vid Bagdad and Beirout, but would return to 
Persia vid Russia. 

14, ‘The following individuals have arrived at ‘Tehran from Russia during the past 
fow days:— 










to see 
ening. 
The 
































‘rom five to six thousand pe 
isi Zaileh and others di 







































on thes 
of the Ru 
orsian Trading 

e the Shah before His 
th His Majesty on the 








t October 


o-Porsian’ 






























a 
ata Soviet officials, ‘To supervise the building of tho new Russian 
Santored Legation in ‘Tehran, ‘he former builiding was burntdowii in 1))21. 


15, The ‘Tehran newspaper “Ikdam "wi 
28th October for writing an article adversely crit 
‘irmy, 

16, A detachment of 200 Shabsevan tribesmen arrived in ‘Tehran on the 
Gotober from Tabrig to enlist in the Persian army, ‘They brought with the 
own horses and saddlery, but no arms. 

17, A sotixco usually reliable states that M- Kalujeski, Russian Soviet cousul in 
‘Mehran in 1922, has been appointed commandant at Sebastopol. 


Astarabad. 
18 The Russian consul at Astarabad, M. 
20th October from Moscow, and has resumed 
M, SAUN 





ppressed by the police on the 
Reza Khun and the Persian 















Minski, returned to Astarabad on the 

is duties. 

DERS, Lieutnant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 








‘Tokran, November 3, 1923, 
























[E 256/255/34) No. 6. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Recetved Jonuary 8, 1924.) 
(No 518. Secret.) 


My Lord, 
T HAV! 





Tehran, Novemb 
E the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of intelligence 
15 for the weok ending the 10th instant, compiled by the military, 


attaché to this Legation. 






Thave, &, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 6. 


Intelligence Summary No. 45 for Week ending November 10, 1923. 
(Secret) 


Gilan. 
THE Russian consul at Lesht held a celebration on the 7th Novembor in 
honour of the sisth anniversary of the. Russian revolution ‘he eonsulate was 
decorated with pictures of Lenin, red bunting, and festoons of flowers, A reception 
for all officials in te place’was held at noon, amd a concert and public mecting in the 
Armenian school took place in. the evening at which speeches of tho usual kind wero 
made and the * Intervationale” sung. 
With reference to paragraph 5, intelligence summary No, 38, dated the 22nd 
third German trading vessel nanied Ispahan" arrived at Kuzelt_on the 
November, and a fourth named" Hamadan” has arrived av Astrakhan on its, way 
frown Hamburg. 
Tspahan” brought a 
shoes and haberdashery. 























10 tons of sugar, piece goods, matehos, 


argo of § 
Wonkhaus and Company ix the 




















shippir for these vessel ‘ 

KA reliable source reports that a large consigument of propaginda literature in 
the Anubis, Persian and Indian languages was landed on, tho 27th Soptembor from the 
* Koko ken to the Russian yice-consulate at Bnzolt 





o brought a party of thirteen Russian subjects employed: by 

Russian Photokino” (Cinema) ‘hese men are to be employed in 

Cinema films in Persia and aro’ also to be secret agents for the distribution of 

propaganda liv One, named Metrofenoy, has been appointed to nz 

tyxo, named MM rosaid to be under orders for Kermanshuh, 
‘hran where they will receive instructions from the 


























a Legation, ; pate, ae 
The usual periodical Communist meetings continne to be held in Engel either 
in the harbour, or in the library of the Lianozoy Fishery 


on Teaye to Baku 
nployed at prosent by the 





in, the president of the Eu 
io following is a list of secret service agents 
Russian vice-consul at Enzeli for work in Gilun =— 





Denisov, employed in Gostorg, 
Goudkow, employed in Gostorg. 

Sergei Petrossiantz, employed in Centrosoyu7, 
Nikolai Dukarov, employed on the barge * 
Tvan/Alakhverdov, employed in the Liano 
Suren Soumbatoy, no employment 
Sarkisoy, Lianozoy Fisheries, 

;. Nurali Koumbatoy, Lianozov Fisheries. 
Moses, Lianozov Kishories. 

10, Poyarkov, Centrosoyuz. 

11. Bganov, Centrosoyuz. 
12, Pasha Khan, Centrosoyuz. 
13, Gorodsteki, Lianozov Fisheries, 


{us 








er. 
wy Fishery Establishment. 
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‘No, 13 recently came from Moscow and vas a student at the Petrograd Technical 
Institute, his real name being Vanetski. He is of Polish nationality. 

6, A report dated the Mth Ostober from a source usually reliable states that 
registration of all persons from 18 to 36 years for military service is taking place 
throughout Russia, 


Azerbaijan. 

7. Pabriz—Vho number of handed over by the 
abriz to the military authorities in compliance with recent orders 
Military Governor of the efty totalled 4,500 on the 4th November. 

8. The title of the General Officer Comma North-Western Division has been 

changed from Amir Lashkar to Amir Sepal to distinguish him from Isinail Khan Amir 
Lasblinr, the Military Governor of ‘Tabriz. 
Major. Pasha Khan, until recently chief of police at Meshed, has been 
appointed chief of police in Azerbaijan, with headquarters in Tabriz He is a 
capable police officer and is extremely anti-Bolshevi was married to the 
War Minister, Reza Khan, on the 31st October, as his third wife. 

10, Maki. Tkbsl-os-Sultaneh, the Serdar of Maku, has heen arrested by the 
military authori in Azerbaijan and sent to Tabriz asa prisoner. He is stated to 
bo accused! of intriguing with Turkish ond Russian frontier officials against Persian 
authority, 





ian inbabitants of 
issued by the 



































Southern Kurdistan, 

11 With reference to paragraph 14, intelligence summary No. 23, dated the 
Huh June, 1923, Serdar Rashid, laving lived the life of an outlaw for seyeral months 
aud had’ all, his property contiseatod, hag surrendered to the Persian military 
at Hamadan. ‘ 









‘ho following detachment of Persian troops left Tehran for Isfahan on the 


alry Squadron, strongth 64, under commaud of Sarbang: Ivan 


“Bauj-isDefa” Cavalry Regiment, strength 500, under command of Sarhan 
Abdullah Khan 
‘Mon wagon loads of winter clothing and equipment. 


13, His Mt 
roache 
from the frontior 
1. ‘The following is an extract from Porsian General outine Orders dated the 
6th November 
“Tho following names have been allotte 
Western and North-Western Division 








sty the Shah accompanied by tho Prime Minister, Reza Klan, 
in on the 7th November. ‘The Prime Minister is returning to ‘Tehran 











4 to the cavalry regiments of the 








=— Weatern Division, | North-Western Division. 





aut (* Deathless!). 


Jot Regiment 
roman (* Champion’ 


» ae 
2nd Rogiment | C 








15, Local nowspapers report. that a Japaese delegation is on its way to Tehran 
to negotiate a commercial agreement with Persia. ‘ 
16, ‘The Russian Logation celebrated the anniversary of the revolution on the 
Tih November, the Legation zrounds and buildings being decorated for the occasion. 
he following programme was carried out by M. Shumyatski -— 
{0 a.s Reception for all officials of Soviet institutions, e. 
Bank, Vneshtorg, school, éc. This was atten 
of the Russian Legation. 
12 Noo. Oficial opening of new Legation building, recently rebuilt. 
3—f vac Reception for members of foreign Legations and Persian officials. 
GOS vat, Adinittance to the general public Band, concert and cinema 
‘performance. 





Russo-Persian 
by all members 
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17. A Russian named Ivan Gregorieviteh Saltikoy arrived with M, Shumyatski 
‘at ‘Tehran from. Moscow oa the 3lst October. He is reported to be an influential 
Communist, and left for Moscow on the 3rd November immediately after 
M. Shumyatski's interview with His Majesty the Shab. An unconfirmed report 
fates thai M. Saltikoy is to meet the Shah again in Europe by arrangement, 

1S_ Mf, Apresoy, who has been Russian Chargé d’Affaires during M, Shumyatski's 
‘absence, is leaving ‘Tehran on the 10th November for Meshed vid Bnzeli and 
Krasnovodsk to resume his duties as Russian consul-gencral at Meshed 
19. Joseph Lichtchey, official representative of the Russian “Printing and Paper 
dicate” arrived at Tehran on the 4th November 
20. An anonymous pamphlet shabuameh) was distributed in Tehran during the 
ast week in October issued by a secret committeo, styling itself “ Committe-i-Nejati- 
Gnumi (General Salvation Committee). ‘The pamphlet abuses Reza Khan and is 
anti-British. It is probably inspired by the Russians, 
9}. A conference of Persian clergy is to be held shortly in Kum to discuss the 
status of the clergy in future in relation to political affairs, 















Sy 














Shiraz. 

22, His Majeaty’s consul at Shiraz reports that a detachinent of trope eousitting 
of S10 infantry, 8) cavalry, with guns and transport marched from Shiraz, on the 
Sth October to Husainabad, about 14 miles north-west of Shira on the Kuyui 
‘Ardakan road, where they conducted manmuvres, considered locally to be a 
demonstration to impress the Kashgai. On the 12th October 655 infantry, 77 cavalry, 
35 officers, 4 machine guns, 2 field guns and 2 mountain returned, just in front 
of the procession of townspeople escorting Sheikh Mehdi-el-Khalisi, for whom they: 
fined the road at the entrance to the town. During this week the Governor-General 


of Fars and local notables were invited to be present at the manouyr 
M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché 































Tehran, November 10, 1923. 





[E 287/255 /34) No. 7. 

ir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Reecived January 8, 1924.) 

(No. 549. Sec 

My Lord, Tehran, November 26, 1923. 
THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith eopy of Intelligence 

Summary No, 40 for tle week ending the 17th instant, compiled by the mibtary 

attaché to this Legat 















Thaye, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
—————— 


Enclosure in No. 7. 


(Secret.) 





Intelligence Summary No. 46 for Week ending November 17, 1 







notice in the Russian consulate at Resht states that, mobilisation in 
aking place for the classes 18018 to 1902, Fi 

| Bragin Kurayedoy, the Russian’ vico-consul at Enzeli, Teft for Russia on 
Jeave a fow days ago. He desires to return to military service in the Red army, in 
which he was formerly a commander of a cavalry division. 

Two mountain guns and 30,000 rounds of swall arms ammunition were 
despatched from Enzeli to Astarabad vid: Bandar-i-Gan during October for the use of 
ffiger commanding troops at Astarabad, who hins been having good deal of trouble 
lately in dealing with bands of marauding ‘Turkomans. 


Azerbaijan, 

4. Matiu.—Sultan Hassan Kian, officer, commanding, twoope. at Khoi, hins been 
made Governor of Maku in the place of Ikbal-es-Sultaneh, the Serdar of Maku, who 
was recently arrested by the Persian military authorities (see Jast week's summary, 
paragraph 10), 

[11690} Bad 
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necessitate careful handling by th 
between the Christ 
that the Mahommedans have made out 
expulsion they demand. 


Kazvin. 





G 


5. Urumia—The return of Assyrian and Armenian refugees to Uramia will 

local Persian authorities to prevent friction 
‘and Nahommedan communities, It is reported trom Uramia 
list of the names of 500 Christians, whose 






















held.a reception on the 7th November to 
No speeclies were made, and less mo 





celebrate the anniversary of the 
was spent than on similar occasions 









Tehran, , 

7. Tho Prime Minister, Reza Khan, returned to Tehran on the 11th November 
after escorting the Shah to the frontier. * c 

The War Minister bas purchased seven aeroplanes in France, two of which are 
instructional machines, and the remaining five service machines. ‘These aeroplanes 
have heen purchased by General Amanullah Mirz jef of the Staff, who is now 
in Burope., No dotails received yet as to’ type of machine purchased. 

Tt 4s reported that French’ instructors are to accompany the machines and to 
yornnin in ‘Tobran until a sufficient number of Persian pilots have been trained. ‘The 
Aeroplanes are being sent to Persia vid Trak ei : 

Mie construction of an acrodrome at the north-west corner of the city just outside 
the walls commenced on the 10th November. {t is stated that 14,000 tomans havo 
een allotted for the purpose. re 
‘The Union of Merchants in Tehran, under the presideney of Haji Moyin: 

‘61 reception on the 16th November in honour of Reza Khan, to whieh all 
dd many other Persian offi i, wet in ( 

‘he streets in the bazaar hud stretched across them with inscriptions: 
“Mail, Serdar Sip lis Union of Printers in Teliran welcomes Serdar Sipah, 
the defondor of the Workmen's Unions in Persia.” 

10, Auti-British articles in the newspa 
past fow weeks, 




























Bushini, 
members of the Cabinet 









pers have beon less frequent during tho 


Mazanderan. 

i. A 
= u th a representative of the Russian Cotton Syndicate, named Alek 
Frendiyan, received 60,000 tomans in silver from Russia on the 30th October for local 
cotton purchase, 

1, ‘The Rusio-German 1 
charge of a German named Me 





paid a visit to Bandari 









t Company has opened an office at Bandar-i 
ich Ruber: 








Tsfahan. 





‘ardoy, tho Russian consul-general at Isfahan, is taking an active interest 
affairs. able report states that M. Tardov is doing what he 
ection of the Bakhtiari tribe to separate themselves 









BeOS M. SAUNDERS, Licutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 


Tehran, November 17, 1923. 
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No, 670, Secret.) 

ly Lord, 

~ [HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordsl 
Summary No. 47, for the week ending the 24th Nor 
‘attaché to this Legation, 


Tehran, December 4, 1923. 
herewith copy of Intelligence 
mber, compiled by the military 





Thave, de. 
PERCY LORAIN 


———— 





E, 




















































Enclosure in No, 8. 
(Secret) 


Intelligence Summary No. 47 for Week ending November 24, 1923, 





Gilan. 

1. The German trading vessel “Isfahan,” which arrived at Bnzoli on the 
Ist November, brought 245 cases of arma and munitions from Germany cousigned to 
the Persian War Ministry. One hundred of these cases contained rifles, remaining 
145 cases containing rifle ammunition and grenades. 
A frther consignment of arms arrived at Enzeli on the 11th November, consiating 
of 100 cases of rifles and 716 cases of ammunition and grenades. This consignment 
had been brought from Germany to Astrakhan in the “ Hamadan,” « German trading 
vessel, and transhipped thence to Enzeli in the Russian “ Phamix.” 

‘The consignments were taken over at Enzeli by the Persian military authorities 
and despatched to Tehran. Great secrecy was maintained as to the exact contents of 
the ca 

The Persian Chief of the Staff at Tehran states that these consignments are the 
balance of arms and munitions purchased in Germany before the war and forw 
Colone} Ismail. Khan, the Persian ry representative at Berlin, with the con 
the Allied Military Commission, 

The first coilsigament of this pre-war purchase was landed at Enzeli on the 
27th August, details of which were given in my Intelligence Simmary No, 37, dated 
the 1 ptember, 19 
Th July a Russian, named Atamanoy, arrived at Enzeli from Moscow. He fell 
ill at Enzeli and was taken to the town hospital, While he was ill, he talked to the 
hospital surgeon and! told him that he was « native of Viadikavkaz and was iindor 
orders to report to M, Raskolnikov in Afghanistan. He stated that M. Ruskolaikoy 
supervised the despatch of agents and propaganda into India, and that he, Atumstioy, 
was to be sont t He roovered his healti in August and loft Kuzeli for Kabul 
(route not know 

Description 
German and Russi 
the Soviet Government has offered to return to the Kavkaz Moroury 
Company the ships on the Caspian formerly belonging to this company, whose heatl 
offices were at Buku, 

Tt is stated that the conditions for the return a 




















































* Age 22-24, medium height, fair, fair hair, clean-shaven, spoake 














48 per cent, of profits to go to the company. 

BiG hs i i Soviet Government, 

A reliable informint states that these conditions ave boon accepted and that the 
will assutne control of its vessels on the Ist January, 1024, 








riz—One section of field artillery (two guns) with 400 rounds left ‘Tabriz 
on the Loth Novem) 
5. Kloi—A roport frum Khoi states that the Turkish consul at Urumin hag 
reosived orders from the Turkish Ambasador at Tehran to transfer himself’ trom 
Urumis to Khoi, and that « house at Klioi is being prepared for him, 















Tehran. 

_ 6. Reza Khan is working with great energy in his now post as Prime Minister and 
is using somewhat dictatorial methods, Hv fas ordered each Minister to send hin a 
dail work accomplished ou the previous day, 

The War Minister has purchased one large wireless station and eleven subsidiary 
ones for the use of the army from the Electric ‘Trust’ Company, which is believed to be 
4 Russian company. Colonel Abdur Reza Khan, the acting Chief of the Staff in 
‘Tehran, has confirmed the purchuse of these wireless statious in Russia, but was unable 
to give ‘as to their type, range, &c. He stated that they will be taken over on 
arrival at Enzoli by the military authorities, aud will be operated by Persians without 
foreign ussistance, ‘The Russians had offered to provide trained persouuel, but the olor 
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hhad been rofised. He added that they are to be directly under the control of army 
Head-quarters and thnt the rumour ciused by the purchase of these stations to the 
‘ffest that a wireless concession in Persia had been granted to a foreign eampany is 
without foundation. * 

8. The Prime Ministor has formed a committ 
for the institution of schools throughout Persin for giving proper © 
children, 

{). A report from a source usually re tates < 
sont to Colosel Ismail Khan at Berlin by the War Minister about the 12th 


for the: ‘hase of arms aud tounitions. : 5 ~ 
ae Moe Pate Cabinet, lng, inateveted the Ministry of Public Works to draft a Bill for 


the iaftitution of uniform weights and measores! throughout Persia, a much-needed 
reform. 
11, Ibis expected that the Persian budyet for thi 
1924, will show a defiett of 4,500,000 tomans. | 
12, Dr, Millspaugh has received the sanction of the I net 
hree iors, American advisers, one for the inunicipality and two for the 
Department. .‘Thes are 
18 Sayyid Ayatullah Khalissi 
(Tehirnn) from Kim about, the 3rd, Deco 
tien proceed to Moshed, A translation of a dissort 
Persian newspapers of the 22nd Noveiuber, is given ate 
Id, With relerence to paragraph 11, Inte 45, dated the 
oul November, 1983, the rubel Serdar Rashid arrived in Tehran on the 14th November 
Man areeats G . . ey At 
ney ae a Hejid Khan Aho, an official in the Ministry of Education, was disissed 
from service on the 17th November on the charge of boing employed as a secret service 
gout by the Russian Legation. x és 
oer ey ee Boy, «relation of Mohoyyedin Pasha, the ‘Lurkish Ambassador, arrived 
ab febran on the 22nd November to take up the appointment of second 8¢ 
he Turkish Legation. oi 1 : 
the Tue ier examplos of anti-british propaganda publighed by the Russian 
Tuegution i its daily nevwe-sheot* Rost," issued in Russi and in Persian, ave given 
Aigonaig BP ‘The article headed * A Now Victim” ioinuates that the wcretary & 
AP isstan consul at Ahwaz was poisoned at Mobarnimerah at Britieh insti 








a influential Persians to raise funds 


education to Persian 





able states that 10,000 tomans (2,000L) was 
November 








nd March, 





ar ending th 











jan Government to engage 












ion, by Khalissi 
pendix A 




































Hamadan. 
18, The General Ofer Commanding Weste 
following units to march from Sultanabwi on the 25th 





nn Division issu ra for the 
November for Baryjird — 

















Infantry regiment  Fauj Ab 
Cavalry regiment " Fauj Datar 





Mazanderan. ‘ oie, 
19. Bandar-i ‘A sailing boat named the “ Ushicun, a me 
of rifles and ammunition intended. foe Astarabad, was intercepted by the Persian 
ili horities on the 12th November. a 
aa eared Bint. these. arms were being smugcled by the Bolahevika for the 
‘Turkoman tribes in the Astarabad area, aud that on being detected the Russians stated 
that thoy were intended as a present to the Persian Government 








erying consignment 











Isfahan. : 
20, A detachinent of 120 infintry left Tafiah 


M, SAUNDERS, Licut-Culonel, 
Military Attaché, 


for Kerman on the 7th November. 











Tehran, November 24, 1923. 
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Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
January 8, 1924.) 








fohammerah at Ahwaz, and your Lordship will recollect that, besides the general 
question of the sheikh’s relations with the Persian Government, there were particular 
questions in connection with the sheikh’s affairs outstanding for many years and 
urgently demanding a definite solution; notable among these were the questions of 
his Excellency’ revenue and of the collection in bis territory of indirect taxation, 
As your Lordship was informed by my telegram No, 311 of the 1st October, I had 
succeeded in persuading the Persian Government to appoint one of the American 
advisers, Colonel MacUormack, in whose impartiality and ability 1 had full 
confidence, to proceed to Mohammerah and come to a direct agreement with Serd 
Akdas in regard to these revenue questions, When I returned from Arabistan, the 
Jabinet crisis came about, a new Government took office, and a doubt arose, familiar 
in such circumstances in this country, whetlier the new Government would carry out 
the undertakings of its predecessor, Fortunately in this case the decision to despatch 
Colonel MacCormack on. the mission indicated was maintained. 
Another reason for which I had wished Colonel MacCormack to be selected was 
that His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, during his visit to Tehran at the end of the 
had explained the whole circumstances as regards the sheikh’s affairs to 
MacCormack, with whom he had Ii ireated the question of the 
Bakhtiari revenue, with the happy result. that feelings of warm mutual regard had 
sprung up between them, Nevertheless, I thought it advisable to speak to Colonel. 














































MacCorm f before his departure for Arabistan and to impress on him the 
considerable political importance which attached to an amicable settlement of these 
difficulties by mutual agreement, I therefore explained to the colonel in some detail 








the whole position in Arabistan, the efforts which T had made for w long time past 
with your Lordship’s approval and encouragement to induce the sheikh) to settle 
his aflairs and generally to come toan agreement and understanding, with, the Persian 
Government. At the same time T dwelt on the importance of the British interests 
involted, owing principally to the operations of the Angl-Porsian Oil Company 
and on the deep interest which His Majesty's Government took in the welfare and 

ige of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, owing to their long connection with his 
itt eially to the signal services which he had rendered to the Allied 
use during the great war. 

Colonel MacCormack listened to what I had to si ttention, 
and T found that, while he was of course anxions to do the best for the Persian 
‘Treasury in recovering revenue, his views were most. moderate and sensible. He 
told me that, whatever agreement he reached with Serdar Akdas would certainly bo 
severely criticised, and he was therefore insisting on a guarantee that if he did 
reach a settlement, the Persian Government. would abide by it—a very sound 
precaution, Moreover he was taking with him two, Persian officials of the Ministry 
Of Finance, who had been somewhat sharp in their criticisms of Sedar Akdas, in 
order that they might be personally associated with the settlement and therefore 
With his responsibility in making it, From a personal investigation of the question 

iy ad reached the concltision that. the 
had been fulfilled up to 
He told mo, 























































learance on which the sheikh claimed that his oblignti ee 
y be cancelled 


present admit hi i 
Government the revenue, which was its due, without makin 
the money: which the sheikh himself derived therefrom. He thought there were 
‘eral ways, if this basis were accepted, of striking a compromise satisfactory to 
both parties, F E 
fold Colonel MacCormack that it was not suitable for me to enter into the 
financial details of the question, but what T was concerned with, were the, main 
principles, and T asked him to accept my advice on two points, which T considered 
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i of 
ment and the American advisers in regard to money matters, which are the source Of 
Tost of the evil in Persia, and puts the sheikh’s affairs on a perierdy Sit, Ny 
dofinite basis, “With its influence on the general question of TTT SO tally 

ation to the Pe niment ai selves your Lore i 20 fy 
equainted that further observations on my part are unnecessary. T tine 1 TE 
to claim, however, that this agreement vill prove to be the corner stone Of Te Tere 
‘tuation in Atibistan, Tt could not have heen concluded without, di Try 
Aesishance, but another esential factor in the issue was a clear and stroifttor tr 
Attitude on the part of the Persian Government and the loyal co-operation i 
American advisers. Tt is more than satisfactory to record tha 
~e available at the critical moment. 

































ve, &e. 
The ERCY LORA 














[B 264/115/94) No 10. 


Sin P. Lornine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Re 


(No. 572.) ehran, December 6, 192 
My Tord, Lordship that 1 visited his Highness the 


VEE the honour to inform y “visited is, Highness the 
Pith inion on the Tat December, and bad a frank discussion with ‘ien on the 


question of Persian Baluchistan, . 
Mietn accordance with the instrwetions giv 





ved January 8, 1 















en mo in sour Lordships despatel No, 40% 
dated the 2844 October, 1023, 1 pointed out to is Tighness the deplorable eave Tt 
HMfaien in Persian Buluchisin, and emphasised the necessity for the Nessity Hat tS 
ment to underlako the restoration of order in this outlying province apenas: 
This botuge iu uecord with the Prime Minister's declared poliev of bringing alt Tarts Ot 
erin ais the complete and effective control of the Central Sororrenhy rent 
har Highness that [felt suze he mould nok daly carrying out he necowan 
cure this coutral up to the south-eastern frontiers of Persia. | 
ve wor then outlined the present situation, namely, that the Sarhad i quiet 
tho presence of British garvinons, which, in addition to preserving order ip th 
Trayanteo the safety of the railway ; that, Southern Baluchistan, bowery is 1 6 
Bimsnareby and. digorder, the chiet offeuder being Dost Mahomed of Tempy 
Ohide and cts of violenes had already been brought to the notice of his Tlighness. 
{thon informed his Highness that His Majesty's Government dasfed 19 0 ft 
stops taken by. the Rorsian Govorninont to gain effective control over the wits 
Porvian Baluchistan, which will give permanent security to. oil wan SAT 
eavgnce, guarnnteo, prowwetion Lo tho railway, prevent xaide being made from Yereet 
Fito. Beialy territory aud puta stop to guneronning «1 added that efertive Sort 
by the Porsian authorities would enable the present British garr 
withdraw from Persian soil. 
His Highness stated. that he fully 











































row ith what I hava, and that a8 we 
sh completa c the 

ata ne his pie is aay as “bee, to extabi eo une control 
Yontral Government over all territory lying within the Pern be 

et aerate tho, following suggestions’ as regards the methods that should 
adopted for restoring onler in. Persian Baie pe RGR 
iy jon by Persian troops of the Sarhad, where, i sir 
“) he Aa temas, thus protecting the railway and, driving trouble away 

from i 

.) A forward moy ° 
LSA EE MERE DE tpi ne 
‘Phe iustallation of & capable Govornor at Rampur, wo will be responsi 
(a) re netnfaiatration of the whole provinco assisted by alequate arr 

and other important strategic points. 


























‘» from the Sarhad to Bampir, assisted by another column from 





Il be responsible for 
sat 








Bampur, Khwash, Dozdap 

His Highness vopliod that his views. ae to how to tackle the problens were. 
Ti aad with ie oaoed plan {had propoped, and that the fret immediate 

Coa ee eatablish: Persian control over the Sirbad by troops from the Seton Hi xt 
that when these have consolidated sir postin nad the al aot Gerrans 
guaranteed, thon the SoreZhnese stated that tho Persian Govornment- does not desire 
























15 


military assistance from us in these operations, but cordially weleomes our offer of 
close co-operation between the respective local authorities. 

Lasked the Prime Minister to letane know the names of the responsible Per 
authorities in order that local British officials may be info 
would request the Government of India to nomi 
thorough knowledge and experience. 

His Highness asked for any assistance that my military attaché cou 








an 
sd, and Tadded that I 
fate a special liaison officer who has a 


d 











ive (who. 


‘was staff officer of the Sarhad operations during the war), by close consultation with 
the Persian General Staff at ‘'ehran. Tagreed. 


‘The Prime Minister then asked me to authorise the military attaché to make out a 





dotailed plan of operations for tho benofit of the Porsian staf, T agreed to this, 

His Highness stated that he agreed to the principle of having a Governor at 
Bampur for the whole of Persian Baluchistan, and that Shaukat-ul-Mulk had already 
been appointed to the post 

His Highness promised future co-operation for the prevention of raids and gun- 
running. AS regards the evacuation of British detachments from tho Sarhad, it was 
agreed that this should be settled by mutual arrangement, but would not take placo 
bofore the Persian occupation of the Sarhad had become effective. 

‘The Prime Minister stated that the task of establishing effective control over the 
whole province is by no means a light one, and that he considered it would take threo 
years to complete it, 

He intended in this Persian year (ends the 22nd March, 1924) to advanco to 
Khwash from Seistan, and to Rudbar from Kerman, and to establish advanced bases 
at both points. He will then send Shaukat-ul-Mulk to Bampur with a small escort in 
order to give the tribes a chance of making their submission peacefully. Next autumn 
converging columns will move on Bawpur, and deal with any rebels who refuse to 
submit to the Central Government. He expressed the view that the whole operation 
must be carried out by stages methodically, and considers that the tribes cannot opposo 

iscipliued. troops with any success. 
Highness then enquired anxion 
his aeroplanes. and armoured cars to eo 
‘graphed 10 Bagdad for an early 










































whothier permission had been obi 
to Persin vii Irak, T replied that I had 
ply, which Tam still awaiting, and under 
that the Trak Government had not yet given a decision, His Highnoss stated 
that the aeroplanes are due at Bagdad by the end of December; it was. therefore 
important to him to have an early decision one way or the other, for if the Irak Govern 
ment refused his request he would land the machines and cars at Bushire, and bring 
them to Tehran by the Shiraz-Isfahan route. But todo this would mean his preparing 
certain sections of the road, which need improving and would take time, Ho again 
pressed me to obtain an early reply from Bagdad. 

‘The Prime Minister then asked if it would be possible for him to purchaso 20,000 
modern British magazine service rifles, as he considered the British rifle. superior to 
that of any other make. He said that if His Majesty's Government refused to sell, he 
would hava to buy from either the French, Belgians or Italians, all of whom wero 

nouring to soll him these arms. I pointed out to his Highness that the Persian 
Government still owed His Majesty's Government a large sum for munitions, &., 
supplied, and that no'steps had been taken to settlo this bill, 

His Highness stated that whatoyer munitions tho Persian Government has asked 
us to sell them must clearly be paid for, but he did not wtithorise mo to take this a8 an 
official statement, as he wished to go fully into the matter and let tne know lator 

Thave, ee, 
PERCY LORAINE. 






ed for 
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Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received 
January 8, 1924.) 





(No. 573.) 
My Lord, 





a ‘an, December 7, 1923, 
| HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a latter. which 
Thave addressed to the Persian Government ou the subject of movements of British 
ships of war in the Persian Gulf, 








Thave, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 11. 





Sir P. Loraine to Zoka-ul-Mulk, 


Tehran, November 1, 1923. 
ion which I had with the President of the 
mal movements of British ships of war which are 
Gulf, his Highness enquired whether it would be 
jerial Government from time to time with the names 
stationed in the Gulf in order 
be able to inform the 
ssela in the regular 

thus avoiding any 


IN the course of a recent conversat 
Council on the subject of the nox 
constantly on duty i i 
possible for me to aequaint the Im 
find brief description of the British men-of-war actually 
that they may themselves be aware of these part 
local authorities on the Persian seaboard that vi 
course of their duties to Pr 


tieulars and may 





n ports are perfectly in order, 





very willing to place the 
ment. and, with the con- 
now been issued to His 
beginning of each 
the Gulf and, should any reliefs 








Majesty's consul-se rs 
month the names of British warships then on duty in 
or changes occur meanwhile, to report them similarly 
he communicated on each 06 
"s Department, and [have the honour to request t 
ies at the coast ports, 





ion without delay to 
hat it may forthwith be 
ed to the Tmperial 
‘Nhe first report is as follows : 
“The following ships 
“Crocus? Royal Indian 





ro in the Persian Gulf on the tet De 
ine ship * Lawrence, 











tate the comprehension of this information, I beg leav 
the mimes andi brief description of the 

Tinay add that in the past the 
1 Porsian waters, as was the caso with Hd 
November 1921 to Bunder Abbas and 
werument, and that this p 





habitually on servie 
tention of big’ships 





ial voyages to arrive 
. which brought me in 
have always been announced to the 
tice. will be contin 
‘ill, I trust, be of service in obviating a 
the despatch by the local authoriti 

Persian Gulf waters of His Majesty 
well over 100 years in preservi 














reports respecti 








ing the peace of these 
checked and repressed with 
fons of the slave-trader and the gun 


well aware, have be 
waters against acts of pir 
ceusoless vigilance the illicit oper 








PERCY LORAINE. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 11. 


Ships habitually on Service in the Persian Gulf. 











1, used by His 
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Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston— (Received 
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sip to correspond 
4 to the basis uf eapitulatory 
iment in Persia, aud especial 


T HAVE the honour to refe 
 telegrant of tin Gth December with re 
enjoyed by subjects of His Majesty's Gover 
‘question of eriminal jurisdiction, 













7 









‘The Commercial Treaty of Turkomanchai concluded in 1828 between Rus 
Persia is the only document in which is recorded the law to be observed in criminal 
eases in which the subjects of both contracting parties are jointly implicated, whereas 
all the treaties concluded between Persia and other Powers are silent on the point of 
crimival jurisdiction, However, by invoking their rights to most-fayoured-nation 
treatment, these Powers have been uble to benefit by thy 1828 treaty. 

In consequence of Soviet Russia's abrogation of that treaty, ifs subjocts are now 
placed on the same footing, in both civil and criminal cases, as Persian subjects —that is 
to say, the trial of the accused and the execution of the sentence will be carried out by 
the Bersian authorities alone. If, therefore, His Majesty's Government considers Soviet 
Russia's abrogation of the treaty as extending to itself, it is difficult, to pe on what 
grounds it will be able effectively to safeguard its rights of intervention in criminal 
cases as between British subjects and Persians. 

Tt would be practically impossible to invoke, with any chance of ucoess, any rights 
and privileges established by custom and sage, as eximinal oases between Persians antl 
subjects of European Powers, excepting Russia, have been of very rary oocurrenco—in 
fact dnring the last fifteen years only one case, in which a couple of French citizens 
were implicated, can be remembered, I will deal presently with that ens 

Moreover, custom and usage. though having no other basis thin the Treaty of 
Turkomanchai, do not appear to have been evenly uniform, as Mr, Ronald ‘Thomson's 











































of the 28th July, 1882, records the exercise of much wider 





powers of criminal jurisdiction in practice thin any treaty rights over conferred, 

Tecan only suggest that, as was ite custom and practice in most of its dealings 
ia, Tsarist Russia had gradually usurped privileges to which it was in no wise 
ed, aud so weakened the power of the Persian Government that the latter was 
eed no longer capable of withstanding these eucroachments on its authority, 

‘After the Constitution, however, it would appear that practice more nearly 
approached the letter of te trent, os two o> theo Kuan eriminala appealed Ly 
the Persian authorities for crimes committed in Porsia were tried by the Persian 
authorities in the presence of « representative of the Russian Legation and banded over 
to the Russian representative for deportation and punishment when theit’ guilt had 
boon established, Although in these trials it would appear that the Persian authorities 

ely contented Ueinselves with recording a verdict of guilty before handing over the 
criminals to the Russian authorities, this action can be considered as entirely in 
with the stipulations of article 8 of the treaty, which is vague oily. is 
rogards which law—Russian or Persian—shall govern the sentence, 

‘The trial of the two rofessors, MM, Lattin and Lablan, who were agensed 
ig the death of ono of their servants by beating him for-alleged theft, did not 
s full course, but the whole of the enquiries were held in the Foreign Olfice 
ribunal in the presence of the French consular representativ Only after certain 
doctors had given testimony that the servant was such victim of opinm that, the 
deprivation of that drug hid caused death rather than the beating was a delicate 
ituation for the accused sumowhat eased, and finally the trial was ended by a 
promise, the Persian authorities agreeing to drop the caso on condition thatthe 
French Legation sent away the aicoused from Persia, 

‘The present contention of the Kronch Legation, as expressed by the French ec 
that they could only permit the preliminary enquiry to be held in tho Borst 
presumably the Foreign Office ‘Tribunal, aid that if a case were established 
their national they would insist on the trial taking place in their own Consular 
nists on no foundation whatever, and even shows a departure from the attitude of the 
saie Legation in the Lattis-Leblane care cited above. Morvover, tho Persian 
Goveriment has decidedly more authority to-day than it had then, and what the 
French were unable to obtain previously they are unlikely to obtain now, 

L beg to submit that the Turkomaiichai ‘Treaty provides all the safpuards required, 
but should its abrovation by Soviet Russia be held to extend to Great Britain, then it 
would be absolutely necessary to conclude some fresh agreement with Persia in order to, 
safeguard foreign oritminal jurisdiction for which that troaty provides, ‘The Persian 
Government would, in my opinion, strenuously resist any such proposal. 

Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 
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[E 3904/44/34) No. 13. 


Sir A. Geddes to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 12.) 


No. 16.) 
Telegraphic.) 
‘OUR ‘telegram No, 398. 

Commercial counsellor has made discreet enquiries in various quarters in New York, 
but flads exact information regarding preciso status of concession i very dificult to 
obtain, 

‘Nothing is known in New York financial circles respecting alleged participation of 
Sincluir Consolidated Oil Compsny ia Barnsdall Corporation, 

It is not believed that Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company are in agreement. with 
Russians regarding North Persian concessions personally, as Persian Government 
appent t» have been making demands for loans in fantastic amounts as a condition of 
coil and other mineral concessions under negotistion with then 

Notwithstanding information to the contrary given to Sir P. Loraine by American 
advisors, Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company's financial condition in New York docs 
not, appear to be very strong. During the last few years company have raised funds 
by issue of preferred stock, by bonds and by notes, and all these securities are at the 
present time worth considerably less than issue price, From one usually well-informed 
fouree Mr. Broderick loarnt ‘that Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company would bave 
considerable trouble at present. time in raising the 10 million dollars to extend Persian 
Government loan, whioh latter appear to insist on before North Persian concessions ean 
be ratified. 

Investigations are still in progress, and further details will be reported by telegraph 
ay they become available, 


Washington, January 11, 1924. 





[B 263/263/34) No. 1. 


a The Marquess Ourzon of Kedleaton to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
No. 22.) 
Foreign Ofice, January 12, 192 

TL HAVE received your despatch No. 871 of the 4th December contai 
Account of the arrangements come to with regard to the indebtedness of the Shoikh 
of Mohatnmerah to the Persian Goveroment, 

2. I desire to express my npproval of the part taken by you in this matter as 
Algoribed in your despateh, which 1 have read with interest, 
Lam, &. 

GURZON OF KEDLESTON. 





[E 400/400/34] No. 15. 


Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 13.) 


ioe) 
Telgraphig) 

AVE, been subjected to another personal affront by ‘Tebran. pros On 
7th January “Setareh Iran” published fresh report of outbreak of Anglo- Afghan wal 
Hai be ened a facts from’ India, I issued official denial on palpsing day. 

'p issue of sa fe 


Tehran, January 12, 1924, 


ume Newspaper comments on my communiqué in most of 
mpugning my veracity. 

‘This morning 1 sont Oriental secretary to tell Prime Minister that my pationce 
was exhausted, that Twill no longer tolerate these disgusting affronts, that. Persian 
Government can stop them if they will and that unless an example is made now I 
shall soclods that thoy asgulasce in secig tho, acredited rapresutatve of a great 


susive 


‘aud friondly Power publicly insulted; that, failing prompt and vigorous steps to 
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tect personal dignity of His Majesty's representative, I shall place the whole 
ERC G AL coat MUERTE es eee Vatione DEGINT SiON ad Cad 
my complaint was fully justified. He would examine to-day in Council of Ministers 
Feuer lagallne navel bet tacen/ncatabededl ton uu arnion Nevwouldl takes iri ter 
into his own hands, and in any case I should recive satisfaction. 

I think that promise will be kept, bat if not, T consider it necessary to. make 
matter test case arid press it even to point of suspending personal relations with 
Persian Government, We cannot, in «ny opinion, allow our long-suffering tolerance to 
be further abuised by venal press, and I trust I may count on your full support, 

Editor in question is undoubtedly in Russian pay, though fuet would be impossible 
to establish, 

(Sent to India.) 





(1B 682/255 /34) No. 16, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 22, 1924.) 


(No. 587, Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 13, 1923, 
THAYE tho honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary, No, 48, forthe week ending. tho tat, Decottber, eompiled by. the wailftary 
attaché to this Legation. 
Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 16, 
(Scoret.) 


Gilan, 
A COMMUNIST official namud Zimin arrived at Enzeli from Baku on 
Lith November, He has instructions to exanine the Soviet political organisa' 


Gilin, send his report to Moscow, and then proceed to Tehran, whore he will receive 
further instructions, 


2, Seven Russians, who recently completed @ course at the Communiat Political 
School in Balu, arrived at Enzeli on the 11th November, 


Intelligence Summary No. 48 for Week ending Decomber 1, 1923. 


hold a reception on the 
of the revolution, ‘The usual spooches wero 

made, which were of «milder tone than in provious, years, Tt was noticed that, ho 
conuneiiced his speech with “Ladies and gentlemen” instead of “Comrades.” His 
speech was a short outline of the history of the revolution, and finished with an appeal 
for coienting Russo-Persian commercial friendship. 

A play entitled “The Red Army” was given at the Armenian theatro in the 
evening, 

4, Urumia—A further 400 Assyrian refugees have arrived: at Urumia from 
Hamadan and Kermausbal : 

Permission has been given to Christian refugees to return to their homes in the 
Salinas and Sulduz districts, 


Tehran. 


5, Each Prime Minister heretofore has been allotted by the ‘Treasury a sum_of 
5,000 tomans a month for political secret service, Reza Khau has reosived the sanction 
of the Cabinet to add this sum to the funds of the army intelligence service, which ho 
isexpanding. A reliuble informant states that the latter service already has 12,000 
tomans a month from the military budget, so, with tho increase named above, its funds 
will amount to 18,000 tomans a month, 
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‘The same soures of information states that Reza Khan has organised four 
intelligence centres up to date :— 
(a.) Tehran. ss 
3 Kormanshal': Special attention to Kurdestan, Sheikh Mahmoud, and events 
in Trak, 3 
c.) Arabistan: Special attention to Sheikh Kizil and Arab tribes. 
{i Constantinople: Turkish affairs. 


In addition to thes» centres, divisional commanders at Meshed, Tabriz, Isfahan 
and Hamadan are responsible for the intelligence services in their ow. divisional areas. 
‘The officer commanding Caspian Littoral Brigade also has his own organisation, 

‘he whole system is co-ordinated at army headquarters, Tehran. For local work in 
‘Tehran, Reza Khan einploys Kaimakam-ul-Mulk (pay, 500 tomans » month) as chicf 
of eounter-oapionage, ard Mudabboe-ul-Nuik (pay, 300 tomans n month) as assistant 
2,000 tomans a month are allotted for ininor agents employed by Kaimakam-ul-Mulk in 
‘Tehran, Many of these are women in the a £ : 

6. A Russiau conmretal exhibition was opened at the Russian Legation on the 
28th November, where samples of Russian goods were exhibited. The opening 
cersmony was attended by the Prino Minister, Persian offi, Dr. Millspaugh, and a 
tnuinber of members of thé Diplomatic Corps. 

7. Reforonce, my Intelligeneo Summary No, 11, dated the 18th, March, 1928, 
paragraph 14, the frontier commission appointed to settle various disputes on the 
Risso-Persian ‘Drunseaspian frontier has completed ite work, and the Porsian 
representative, Mohtashar-ed-Dowleh, has been ordered to return to Tehran from 
Snralchs and had in his report, ae x 

8. Dr. Millspaugh is applying for permission to engage five more American 

culture, one for trade, and three for forestry. 
reuee to paragraph 13 in last week's summary, Sayyid Ayatullah 
Khalisat arrived at Shatalul Azim on the duh November, He was given an official 
reception by the Persian Government, and some 8,000 people collected to 
of tho usual kind were made by Sheikh Hussein Lenkora 
alisst Zadeh (the son). ‘The Workmen's Union had a banner, stretched across 
the street inscribed * Union abo us to oppode English tyranny ¥ 

‘On the wholo, the proceedings were quiet and orderly, and no great enthusiastn was 
shown, ‘Tho date for Khalissis departure for Meshed is not yet fixed. 5 

10, ‘The editor of the Tehran newspaper “Iran” will leave Tehran for Paris on the 
2nd Desomber, 1928. An unconfirmed report states that he has been gi 
25,000 tomans by the Prime Minister to spond on propaganda in the European press 
on behalf of Roza Khan, and that he is to be given a diplomatic post in Europe. 

11, Farokhi, the editor of the Tofan,” published an article on the 25th November, 
abusing Reza Khan, Orders for his arrest’ were issued, but he managed to escape and 
take “basin the Russian Legation, by whom bie paper is subsidised, offloes. of 
his newspaper have been closed by the police. tok 

12, Newspapers during the past week have boen remarkably free of anti-British 
propaganda, A trinslation of one of the few articles which have appeared is given in 


See M, SAUNDERS, Liewt.-Cotonel, 
Military Attaché, 
Tehran, December 1, 1923, 





[/B 883/255 /34) No. 17. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 28, 1924.) 


98. rot) 
My se ne Tehran, December 1», 1923, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No. 40 for the week ending the Sth instant, compiled by the military attaché 
to this Legation. Thaves ae: 


PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 
(Geeret.) : 
Intelligence Summary No. 49 for Week ending December 8, 1923. 
Gilan. 


SULEIMAN MIRZA, the Persian Minister of Education, has appointed Taghi 
Khan Tahir to be Director of Education in Gilan, ‘The latter is a member of the 
“Tjtamayon’” party and is a specialist in propaganda, He left ‘Tehran for Resht on 
the Sth December. 

2. Tho Director of the Fisheries at Enzoli, a Communist named Achmedoy, 
returned to Enzeli from Bakw on the 23rd November, He is acting temporarily as 
Russian vice-consul at Enzeli in tho place of Bragin Kurayedov, who loft « few days 
ago for Moscow. 

3 A compositor, named Sardaryan, arrived at Enzeli during November from 
Baku. He is to be employed by the Russian authorities for political propaganda in 
Gilon. He received 500 tomans advance from the Russian consul at Knzeli and 
proceeded to Resht. 

4, Two Russian women, recent arrivals from Russi, named Mlle, Godsler and 
Mile. Fersov, loft Enzoli for Tehran on the 18th November, ‘They liave boon 
instructed under orders from Shumyatski to make the acquaintance of Roza Kha 
aud Shuiyatski hopes by their aid to obtain useful information. ‘They call themselves 
Russian emigrants, and have orders to keep their connection with the Russian Legation 
as secret as possible, 

5. A Russian named Pankoy is serving in the Enzeli oftice of the “ Neftexport.” 

‘an agent of the Osobi Otdyel sent specially from Baku. He has threo agonts 
ig under his orders, uames not yet ascertained, and recoives money for his 
organisation from Baku, 

4. Tho Russian consul at Enzeli haa reci 
who have lately beon dismissed from Soviet service in Porsia owing to reductions of 
staff, are’ to be sout back to Russia, ‘The steamship “Martin” is to be sent to Euzeli 
from Baku, on which free passages for these people will be given. 

7. The Commissar of the Russian war vessel ‘‘‘Troiski” conducts’ propaganda 
amongst the troops of the local Persian garrison at Enzeli whenever. opportunity 
‘occurs, 


ily received orders that all Russians 


Azerbaijan, 


8. Tabriz —Simko is reported to be at Satmals { ? Satmatus, a village in Turkish 


territory, 12 miles west of Kotur}, and to be expecting the return of his son shortly 
from Angora, whither the ‘Durks had taken him, 

9, The Persian military authorities aro on good terms with the Kurdish tribos in 
Azerbaijan, and are endeavouring to persuade Persian Kurds, who fed across the 
frontier into Turkish territory, to return to their homes. 

10, Efforts are being inade by the local Persian authorities to encourage the 
people of the province to speak Persian instead of Turkish, tho latter language boing 
the mother tongue of a large number of the inhabitants, 

11. Fifty Shahsavan rebel prisoners from Ardobil arrived at Tabriz on tho 25th 
November, where they will be imprisoned. 

. Khoi. —With reference to paragrapli 9, Intelligence Summary No. 47, dated the 
24th November, Shojat Bey has commenced his duties as Turkish consul at Khoi, His 
wwork consists chiefly in giving visas for passports of travellers entering ‘Turkey, and he 
Ha 00 far shown no desire to interest himeelt in local polities. Ile sonds periodical 
hews summaries to the Turkish consul at ‘Tabri 

Barracks, large enough to accommodate 1,000 men, are being built at 
Maku for Persian troops. 

14. Work continues on the 
the direction of the Russian en, 
Julfa Railway. 


ion of a motor road from Khoi to Maku under 
skinski, who is the manager of the Tabriz— 


Tehran. 


15. The Ministry of Public Works on the advice of Mr. Mitchell, the American 
Adviser attached to the Public Works Department, has decided to commence work on 
[11690) 08 








22 


the following roads in Persia at the Persian New Year (22nd March, 1924). Tt is 
proposed to spend the following sums during the coming year on communication: 
Tomans. 
100,000 
175,000 
78,000 
200,000 
100,000 
200,000 
75,000 


1,640,920 
86,301 


(a) ‘Tehran-Meshed road . 
(b) Tehran—Bushire road . 
(e.) Tehran-Bandar-i-Gaz road 
(2) Kazvin~Pabriz road... 
() Moshed=Duzdap road .. 
if.) Kasi 
(q.) Bnzeli-Kazvin road 
(h) Tab 
engines and rolling Stock, &e. 
Urumia Lake Transport |... 2 
(i) Repairs to Resht-Pir Bazaar Railway and electric 
Tight installation at Enzell... 0s 5 
16, Troop movements :— 
(a) One hundred cavalry of the Fayj-i-Marg cavalry regiment left ‘Tehran on 
the rd December for Veramin to quell a minor eleotion disturbance. 


(b,) Ono hundred and fifty cayalry of the Fauj-i-Marg cavalry regiment left 
‘Pehran on the 4th December for Meshed. 


17. A Japanese mission of seven members, headed by Naidu, reported to havo 
been formerly Japanese consul-general at Caleutta, arrived at Tebran from Bagdad on 
the dth Decembor, ‘They are staying ut the Grand Hotel and Hotel de Paris, and 
propose to romain in Tchran until the spring. The object of the mission is stated to 
be to examine political and commercial conditions in Persia with a view to arranging a 
‘Tapanese-Persian commercial agreement, 

‘The mission proposes to open a Japanese consulate in Teliran, 

18, Great indignation has beon voiced by the local press during the past week at 
an article which appeared in the Trak newspaper “Al Tstaklal” (copy No. 27), abusing 
Roza Khan the Persian Prime Minister, for his Arabistan policy, and promising the 


75,000 


support of the Arab tribes to assist the Sheik of Mohammoral against the Persian 
Government. 

Leading articles on the subject in pi 
tho Persian newspapers, some of which have been decidely anticBritish in tone. 


of Reza Khan have appeared in most of 


Exainples of some other anti-British articles, which have appeared in the press 
during the part week, are given in the appendix. 

19. With reference to paragraph 9 in Inst weok’s summary, Sayyid Ayatullah 
Khalissi left Shabdul Azim for Meshed by carriago on the 7th December. 

Roza Khan visited Khalissi at Shabdul Azim on the 3rd December. 

20. Sami Bey with two other ‘Turks arrived at Tehran from Meshed on the 9th 
November and stayed in the ‘Turkish Embassy. They left on the 12th November 
for Tabriz, 


Kazvin, 
21, ‘The following Deputies for the new Majlis have been elected for Kazvin 


(a) Sheik Mubammad Ali Alamudi. 
(b,) Shahzndeh Serdar Mufakham. 


(a) Ts a candidate favoured by the Russians, whereas (6) is anti-Russian and was 
a Deputy in the last Majlis, 

This reliably reported that, Hoffmann, the Russian’ viee-conaul at Kagvin, spent 
6,000 tomans on behalf of Sheik Mubammad Ali Alamudi to ensure his election, 

22. Dr Kawarian, an Armenian-Porsian subject, is employed as political assistant 
to Hoffmann at Kazvin. 


Kermanshah. 

23, The chief of the Kalhur tribe has offered the War Minister the services of 
tribal detachment (0 ussist Government troops against the Lurs in tke operations now 
in progress. 

‘As Reza Khan prefers not to employ irregular forces in his expeditions, having 
found that these proved of litle value in previous operations in Gilan and in Azerbaijan, 
it is unlikely that he will accept the Kalhurs’ offer, apart from the obvious political 
disadvantages of doing so. 


Luristan, 


___ 24, Phe concentration of approximately 4,000 Persian troops of all arms at Burujird 
hias been completed. General Officer Commanding Western Division is proceeding 
from Hamadan to Burajird to take porsonal command of the force. ‘The advyaneo on 
Khurramabad is expected to take place shortly. No serious opposition by tho Lurs is 
gailepated, as the tribes are now tn thelr winter querters in the low valleys bordering 
rak. 

‘Tho plan of the War Minister is that Khurramabad shall be occupied by Persian 
troops duritig the winter. In the spring, before the Lur tribes migrato back to their 
summer quarters, a cordon of troops will hold @ lino through which tho tribes must pass 
and effect their disarmament. 

25. The Governor of Burujird, Sharif-ed-Dovwleh, has beon ordered by the P 
Minister to accompany the Persian force when it moves to Khurramabad, presumably 
8 chief political officer, 


Astarabad, 


26. A celebration was held on the 7th November at the Russian consulate in 
honour of the anniversary of the Russian revolution, A number of local officials and 
merelauts accepted the invitation of the Russian consul to attend. Tho consulate was 
decorated with red flags and bunting in the usual manner, and'a few fireworks wero 
lot off in the evening. 

. The headmen of Findirisk, 85 miles north-west of Astarabad, havo. beon 
arrested by the Persian authorities for non-payment of taxes, ‘Iho arrost had caused 
considerable disturbance amongst the local Turkomans, Officer Commanding troops at 
Astarabad ins despatched a detachment of 150 infantry to Ramian to maintain ordor. 

28, Owing to raids on the trade route by ‘Purkoman’ robbers having occurred 
recently betiveen Shahrud and Sabzawar, the Oficer Commanding Astarabad district 
thas sent two squaclrons of cavalry from Astarabad to Abbasabad, a village half-way 
botween the above-mentioned towns. 

29. Minski, the Russian consul at Astarabad, loft Astarabad on the 80th November 
to pay a visit on the chiefs of local Turkoman tribes, 


Banday-i-Gas, 


30, One officer and fifty Russian soldiers arrived at Hassan Guli from Aakhabad 
on the 24th November. 


Tefahan, 


31. M, Tardoy, the Russian consul at Isfahan, has heen asked by Batmatiov, the 

Russian vice-consul at Ahwaz, to send him an ‘experienced Secret Services agent. 
ardoy sent to him a Persian named Mirza Kemal Khan, who left Isfahan on the 16th 

November. escription 30 to 85 years old; medium height, round eyes, clean shaven 

except for a short moustache, dark hair, little finger of right hand has been broken and 

is crooked. Generally well dressed in Persian style wearing an abla, 

M, SAUNDERS, Liewh-Cotonel, 

Military Attaché, 
Tehran, December 8, 1923, 


Avrenprx. 


Article in the Teliran newspaper “Iran dated Deceniber 5, 1928 


‘Phe “iran” correspondent at Mobammoral yrites that the 30,000 Persians 
working in the oilfields of Abadan, Ahwaz and Meajid Suleiian are in « most 
desperate condition ‘Their salary hardly exceeds 10 tomans, and they are not pail 
on Sundays, their holiday. They live in uubiealthy and filthy cottages located siear tho 
magnificent and well agcommodated buildings of foreign employees of the company, aud 
of the British, A visitor to the oil-felds cannot conceal his regrot and surprise at tho 
countless benefits which the aliens receive in the interior of Persia, whilst the Persians, 
the virtual inhabjtants of the country, porish in hunger aud destitution, ‘The workers in 
Abailan and Mesjid Suleiman have complained to the high authorities of the oppressions 
they suffer, but no satisfactory result has yet been obtained. 
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[E 1285 /255/34) No. 18, 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received February 11, 1924:) 


(No. 599, Secret.) 
My Lord, ‘Dehran, December 31, 1923. 
{HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 51 for the week ending’the 22nd December, compiled by the military 
attaché fo this Legation, 
Thave &o, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 18, 

(Secret. 

ou) Intelligence Summary No. 51 for Week ending December 22, 1923. 
Gilan. 4 

A REGULAR motor-lorry service, arriving three times a week, now carries, tho 
post between Resht and Tehran, It commenced on the 10th November and has worked 
satisfactorily during the past month, letters taking three days from Resht to Tehran, 
‘as compared with six by the old horse post waggon. “i 

2) The Pir-i-Bagaar-Resht Railway, after being out of uso since the August and 
Septomber floods, was reopened on the 29th November for traffic. A new breach in 
the'line, however, occurred two days after its reopening owing to the subsidence of « 
portion of the embankment, which derailed a train and injured some passengers. 

3, The erosion by the goa of the mole protecting Enzeli harbour continues, and 
the damage done is now serious. No proper steps are being taken to repair it. No 
dredger is working in the harbour, which is gradually silting up, the only dredger 
having been removed many months ago to Baku by the Russians. 

4, A Persianinamed Hassan Nik-Sirisht, who hias had a cigarette shop in Resht for 
tio past two years, has been arrested by the local military authorities for stril 
soldier, aud sentenced to imprisoument. ‘The Russian consul, hearing of this, 
fiatrong protest, aud demanded his release, on the grounds that the man worked as 
munshi in the Russian consulate, It appears that the man on a few occasions bad 
ssiated the staff of the Russian consulate in translating documents, but had no claim 
to bo a rogular member of the consulate. He is known to be a man of bad character, 
and to be regularly employed by the Russians as a secret service agent, hence the 
support given to him by the Hussian consul. ‘The case has resulted in increased 
friction botween Colonel Muhammad Hussein Khan, the officer commanding Northern | 
Brigade, and M, Graf, the ucting Russian consul at Resht (see paragraph 3 of Inst 
week's sutmnar), 


Axorbaijan, 

5, Tabriz —With reference to paragraph 20 of Intelligence Summary No, 49, dated 
the 8th December, Haji Sami Bey, a supporter of Fnver Pasha, and lato rebel leader in 
‘arkestan, arrived at Tabriz. on tho 27th November, and left there for Turkey on the 
20th November. He was accompanied by another Turk named Ahmed Bey, 

‘6. A Russian named Poliovski has arrived at Tabriz to bo secretary to the Russian 
consul-general. hieies 

7. By orders, received from Moscow, each Russian citizen in Tabriz has been 
ordered to subscribe 2} gold roubles towards a passenger and mail aeroplane service 
(Dobiro-Loto), which the Russians hope to inaugurate next spring to connect ‘Tehran 
with Moscow via Tabriz and Tiflis : ies 

8. Khoi—Tho Russian ronsul at Maku, accompanied by his wife and secretary, 
arrived at Khoi on the 27th November and left next day for Urumia, $ 

‘9, Maku—The Persian authorities aro recruiting energetically for the army in 
tho-villages of the Avajug, Maku and Khoi areas. Recruits are sent into Khoi for 
medical examination, those passed medically fit being forwarded to the training depot 
at Tabriz, 


Tehran. 


10. After negotiations, lating. almost tyo years, the Persian Government granted 
the oil’eoncession in the four northern proviness of Persia to the Sinclair Company of 
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America on the 20th December. A Bill for ratification will be presented to the new 
‘Majlis as soon as the latter assembles next month. 

One of the terms of the concession is that the Sinclair Company shall arrange an 
immesliato loan of 10 million dollars to the Persian Goverament. 

As the outlet for oil-fields in the north of Persia ean only be into or through 
Russian territory, it may bo assumed that the Sinclair Company has already arranged 
a working agreement with tho Soviet authorities. Tt is reported that the company has 
obtained a controlling interest over a number of the Baku oil-wells. 

LL. A reliable report states that the Primo Minister has offered the post of Persian 
Minister at Rome to Sayyid Zin-ed-din, the ex-Prime Minister of the coup d'itat in 
1921, who is now in Switzerland, Sayyid Zin is reported to havo refused the post on 
the grounds of personal expense involved, which he is unable to afford, 

12, The Council of Ministers on tho 15th December decided that the distriots of 
Behbehan and Kubgelu aro to be included in future in the Governorship of Fars, 
Nosret-ed-Dowleli, the Governor of Fars, was informed by telegram on the 16th 
December to this effect. 

13, The officer commanding the “ Aragh” Infantry Brigade at Teliran has received 
orders from the War Minister to raise a new infantry regiment, which is to be named 
the “‘ Mohamedioh” regiment, 


14. The following notice was published in the local nowspapers by the War 
Ministry on the 20th December : 


“Recruits required. 

“Tn agcordanes with the orders of his Hxcelleney the Minister of War and 
commander-in-chief, 120 men who fulfil the following conditions aro required for 
the engineer detachment of the Aragh Brigade :— 

“1, Belong to the Mahommedan faith. 

2. Be Persian subjects. 
Be able to read and write in Persian, and know the four rules of arithmetio, 

“4. Betweon 16 and 22 years of age. 

“5, Physically fit. 

6, Be of good charactor and of good antecedenta, 

“7, Not addicted to tho use of opium or alcohol, 

“8, Haye a reliable surety, who, in the event of their absence or desertion, 
will make good any loss incurred by the Government. 


“Monthly pay to be 7 tomans, and, in addition, alll expenses, comprising 


housing, clothes, food, bathing, fuel and light, will be provided by Government. 
“Ta the event of any individual showing particular ability, he will receive: 
promotion, which will carry with it an increase of pay. 
~_ “Any volunteera who possess tho above qualifications and wish to. sotve in 
thi deashnent sould apply to the Argh Ea aranariedicaareknuiescnn tia 
hours of 9 and 12, and 2 and 6 on any day excopt public holidays.” 


15, The War Minister is negotiating with various firms for the purchase of motor 
lorries for the uso of the army. 

16, Two Turks naased Nase Boy aud Houri Boy arsivod at ‘Tehran from. Meshed 
on the 6th December and stayed at the Turkish Legation, ‘Thoy left Meshod with a 
party of cightoon, sixteon of whom went to Astarabad with a view to returning to 
Turkey, vid Bandar-i-Gaz and Baku. ‘The two who have cone to 'ehran desire to 
go to Palestine vid Trak. 

17. An unconfirmed report, which has been received by both the Russian and 
‘Turkish Logations in Tehran, states thit the Turkish representative at Exivan haw 
been turned out of the town by the local Armenian authorities, and that the flag ovor 
his honse was torn down. 

18. Reza Khan informed all Ministries on the 18th December that the use of the 
word * Osinani” was not to be used in future, but the word ‘"Purki” was to be used 
instead. He stated that the ‘Turkish Government on their part had promised to use 
the word " Trani” instead of 'Ajam,”” 

___ 19. The Primo Mnistor has ordered a caroful inventory to be made of all Stato 
insignia, jewelry, precious stones, works of art, &c,, now stored in the palace, 

20. A reliable sourve states that M. Shumyatski received a letter this week from 
M. Batmanoy, the Russian consul at Ahwaz, who stated that there are some eighty 
families of Armenians at Ahwaz, and complained that none of these had yet called on 
him. He added that British influence is so strong at Ahwaz that he would havo to 
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live in the place for one, or possibly two, years before he could be in a position to do 
any really useful work. 

21, M, Evotski, late Russian consul at Kerman, left Tehran last week for Moscow, 
and is unlikely to return to Persia, 

92, M, Hakimov, Russian consul at Resht, arrived at Tehran on the 17th December 
to submit his roport on tlie Russo-Persian Frontier Commission. 

23, An Armenian named Stepan Khan  Mossessian arrived at Tehran threo 
months ago from Tabriz, and reported to the ‘Turkish Legation, by whom he is now 
employed as a secret’service agent. He was a Turkish agent during the war, and is 
in possession of papers of recommendation signed by Ali Thsan Pasha, who commanded 
the urkish Army Corps at Tabriz in 1918. 

24. The Russian daily nows sheet issued in Tebran by the Russian Legation has 
been, publishing during the past few days. nuiber of articles regarding Anglo-Afghan 
relations, which misrepresont, tho facts of the situation, ‘Theso articles are a further 
example of anti-British propaganda, for which the Anglo-Afghan crisis affords the 
Russians a suitable opportunity. 


Tafahan, 
25, With reference to paragraph 31, Intelligence Summary No. 49, dated the 
8th December, M, Vardov recoived a etter on the 3rd December from M. Batmanov, 
a had arrived safely at Ahwaz. 


Taristan. 

26, With reference to paragraph 22 of last woek’s summary, Government troops 
occupied Khorremabad on the 18th December, and will remain in occupation of the 
town for the remainder of the winter, Lurs opposed the advance on Khorremabad 
from Burujird, and attempted to. ambash the column during its passage through 
narrow defile, ‘The plan, however, failed, and the Goverament troops forced the 
passage, 1g considerable loss on the tribesmen, who left 200 dead on the field. 
Government troops are reported to have lost two officers and fifty men during’ the 
fight, which lasted two days, 

27, Work continues to progress on the construction of the Burnjird-Khorremabad 
road, along which a telophone line is being erected. 

928, The following munitions left Tehran for Burujird on the 19th December under 
‘an escort of forty sowars of the “Marg” Cavalry Regiment :— 

240 boxes of S.A.A, (each box contains 2,600 rounds), 
200 rounds shell for mountain guns. 
200,» field guns, 

100, ~—» mountain howitzers, 


Arabistan, 

20, Altcaz—The Russian vice-consul, M. Batmanoy, arrived at Ahwaz on the 
23rd November with his wife. ‘The Persian authorities have provided a guard for hi 
consulate, composed of three Persian soldiers from the Shushter detachment. 


Kerman, 

80. His Majesty's consul at Kerman reported on the 18th December that a band of 
everal hundred Baluch tribesmen from Bampur and the Sarhad, under the leadership 
of Shah Sowar Khan and Khan Mohammad, had raided the Bam-Jiruft-Nammashir 
district. They had taken much loot and, when within a few miles of Bam, had sent 
tho officer commanding Persian troops at Bam a message to the effect that they had 
como to meet him and wore ready to fight him, should he wish. ‘The band met and 
dofeated a small detachment of Persian troops near Bam, who were greatly out- 
numbered. 

31. A column of Persian troops of all arms, streigth about 1,100, left Kerman on 
the Srd December for Rufbar svith the object of recovering. revenue from Zarghamn 
Sultanoh, the chief of the Rudbar district. 

Ji is proposed to establish a garrison in Rudbar, and to use the place as an 
advanced base for a column to operate next year against Bampur, in combination with 
tmother column which is to advance on Bampur from the Sarhad. 

M. SAUNDERS, Liewt-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 
Tehran, December 22, 1923, 
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[B 456/271/34) No. 19. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—(Reeeived January 15, 1924.) 


& Tehran, December 22, 1928, 

HAVE the honour to draw the attention of your Lordship to that. part of the 
annual report for the year 1922 in which T commented upon the unsatisthetory working 
of the machinery instituted in this country, and especially in Tehran, for the hearing of 
Taw-suite in which one of the parties is a Pitish subject 

‘As the tribunal of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs had shown no improvement in 
its handling of these law-suits, I sent the Oriental Secretary to neo th Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and bring to his personal notice this unsatisfactory state of 
affairs, 

‘The Minister in question immediately admitted that all was not as it should be, 
and bewailed the fact that there was no Civil or Commercial Code in uso by this 
tribunal on the basis of which these Iaw-suits could be judged, He added that the 
Persian Ministry of Justice was much better off in that respect, us it had a very good 
Code of Civil Procedure, and that a now Commercial Law, based on the French system, 
‘was just about to be introduced there also, He had noticed for some timo past that, 
owing to the inctease in the relations between Persians and foreigners, litigation had 
became oro frequent and, being hinsell a jurist be had realised that the anclent 
method devised for dealing with it—tho simple court of equity known as tho Foreign 
Office Tribunal —was no longer able to do so in a satisfactory manner, 

He proposed that au examination of the Civil Code off Procedure and of the 
Commercial Law should be made, and that. any portions of either which might not be in 

cordance with the rights and privileges which the subjects of certain foreign States 

enjoyed by treaty ahovld be eliminated ox alared so an to anfoguard thowe rights and 
prtvilges and, that auch an expurgated’ ends of law aloud bo introduead into the 
Foreign Office Tribunal and serve as the basis for the conduct of law-suits between 
Persians and tho subjects of privileged forvign States. 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs requested the Oriental Seoretary to put, thi 
proposal before me, and said that, if we could come to some arrangement ‘on those lines, 
much, if not all, of what we had to complain about would soon disappear, 

‘Phispropeeal:'escin to. havo Yeen ut. forward: by Zoka-ileMulle in. oomplote 

erity, aud in my opinion shows a real desire on the part of the Persian Government, 
to bring about some amelioration in the unsatisfuctory, conditions prevai tho 
Foreign Office Tribunal, ‘The matter hus not, so far as I know, boon broached to any 
of my foreign colleagues, and, in the event of His Majesty's Government being willing 
to récvive these proposals for examination with a view to their eventual adoption, 
T might be instructed to discuss the matter from a general point of view with those of 
my colleagues whose ualionals enjoy the same treaty rghte nd privilege a do rit 
subjects in Persia, 

Thave learnt on several occasions that both the American and French Logations 
are not satisfied with the present, state of affairs, and L imagine that they also would 
‘weleome an amelioration in the existing procedure, 

Tt occurs to me that an essential point in auch a reorganisation would bo the 
poreonality of the judge or judges who would be chosen to hear thoso suits, At tho 
resent moment these judges ato cliosen from among the ordinary staff of tho Foreign 
Ministry. 

"The examinations which they aro called upon to undergo include a small amount of 
lay, but it is purely of primary nature and does not qualify them at all to held such 
responsible position, 

Tt would not, however, be diffieult to find a number of young men who have 
entered the Foreign Ministry, and who have in addition carried their law studies to a 
much further degree; but Tor sotoe reasons beat known to the Persian Government 
thes persons are not employed in the positions to which their studies could seem to 
give them a ti 

In my opinion, we can find in these proposals a real basis on which to get to, work 
for the eradication of the existing evils, and, in the event of your Lordship approving of 
th idea in general, I might be instructed to request the Ministry for Foreign Affairs to 
nit their proposala to me in fall detail and to consult thoso of iny eolleagties who may 
Ee'interested therein, When onge the scheme has been fully developed and is ready 
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ih for application, T venture to propose that on our side an agreement might be made 

making its application valid for six months or a year in order that practical testa may 

{ bo applicd to it, aud only finally adopting it when its efficiency had been clesrly 
|| i demenstrated, 

i Thave, &. 

PERCY LORAINE. 





















[E 514/149/34) No. 20. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 1.) 








| ne Ha 
i Lelegray 
| MH 





Tehvan, January 15, 1924. 
ISTER OF WAR has engaged German expert with four assistants. to 
supervise erection of ammunition factory to be worked by hydro-elcetric power near 
Tehran, Survey of water-power recently made by Americati engineer im employ of 
| Persian Government. 
Torty-threo thousand pounds remitted Jast week by German from Tehran to 
} Amstelea nal this, togother with fact that agent of Hansa, Lloyd in, Persia, has 
{ entered einployment of Ministry of Wor for alleged purpose of conveying curtaln 
| indofined material hy direct ship to Bushire, would acem to point to the fact that 
| plant for ammunition fctory will shortly bo shipped to Germany or Holland. 
} ‘Agont mentioned that he would bring here in addition fourteen aeroplanes and 
thirty motor-lorries, saying that former wore French, is curious, as original order 
{\ for seven planes from France is understood to have been already shipped. 


































[JE 400/400/34) No. 21. 


‘The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran), 






(No, 18.) ¥ 

i (Pologgraphic.) Foreign Office, January 18, 192 
{ OUR, tologram No, 15 of 12th Jai Press attack on His Majesty's » 

T upprove your, action, but as Persian Prime Minister has prom 


tutiafuction it may by unnecessary to go so far as to suspend personal relat 
























(1B 46/271/4) No, 22. 
‘The Marqueas Curzon of Kedleaton to Sir P. Loraine (Pehran). 


Foreign Office, January 19, 1924. 
T HAVE received your despatch No, 604 of the 22nd Decomber, in which you 
draw attention to the present unsatisfactory state of the judicial system of the tribunal 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at Teliran in relation to the hearing of Jaw-auits in 
Gvhich one of the partics is a British subject, a matter which is reported upon at some 
Tength in yarageaphs 299 to 296 of your lave annual report. 

2, Lam. prepared to examine auy proposals that the Persian Government may 
desire to make in order to improve this state of affairs, with due regard to the rights 
and privileges enjoyed by British subjeots in Persia by virtue of treaties and of 
TE tetsover that ie would. pethaps be premature for you to discuss the matter at 
this stage with any of your colleagues. 



































Tam, ko. 
CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
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[E 588/336/34) 
The Marquess Curzon of Kedleston to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


No. 23. 


No: 21:) 
{a hie) a Roreign Ofico, January 22, 1924. 
MERCIAL SECRETARY'S despatch No, 0.1. 786 of 29th November, 
6th paragraph. 
‘We cannot tolerate continuance of present differential treatment in customs duties 
by which Russian imports benefit to our detriment. What action are you taking and 
hhow does the matter stand ? 





[1 760/1/34) No. 24. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 24.) 


. Winichestor House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, January 23, 1924, 

AT a board meoting held to-day, your letter of the 7th instant was considered by 

the directors and we are instructed to say that’a full reply thereto will bo sont: you at 
carly date, 

‘We are asked to call your attention to a 

imea” on the 2310 Januury (attached) purporting to be a message feom the Tehtun 

correspondent. It is stated therein that Mr, Bonnett, representing an_ important, 

American group, arrived in Tebran on the 18th instant to negotiate for railway 

concessions, 

3, The directors of the Persian Railway Syndicato will bo very much obliged if 
you can give them any information regarding Mr. Bennett, or tho group which he 
represents. 

4. Weare instructed to add that no doubt, the British Minister av Tehran will 
protest against any raiiway concession being given to any group other than 
fyndieat, and alo to pres for erly payment of the money dus forthe tila: survey 
work which has been carried out by the syndicate on behalf of the Persian Govoroment, 

Wo have, &e, 
. G. SHAW anv C 
Secrets 















wwragraph which appeared in the 




























Enclosure in No. 24, 


Extract from the “Times” of January 22, 1924, 





‘Aumnican Derenvsts iN Pensta, 


P Allahabad, January 20, 1924, 
‘THE Tehran, correspondent of the “Pioneer” says that the Amerfoano, having 
obtained oil concessions in Northern Persia, are evideutly now endeavouring to seoure 
ralway coucessons in Persia, Mr, Benuelt rypresnting an imprtant rally group, 
arrived at ‘Tehran on Friday, presumably to negotiate for concessions to he obtained in 
conjunction with railway concessions si 
Government to an American group, 

















i to those recently granted by the Turkish 


[E 768/400/34) No. 25. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Qurzon of Kedleston,—(Iteceived January 24.) 
2h) 


Tan Na 


T hear that Persian Government aro taking measures to control press in future, 
Dut Ihave recived no eatinfctio for personal advent and oditar ling not beou eociplled 
to publih apology which I demanded. 





Telvan, January 23, 1924, 















































‘This is pretty unsatisfactory, but, furthermore, T have received since my last 
interviow with Prime Minister notes from Persian Government rejecting our 
claims for:-— 

1, Arms, munitions of war, &e. 
2, Salaries of milita - 
8, Expenses of nayal mission. 


Besides this, other questions are hanging fire, .g,, Urumia Lake, settlement, of 
British doctors, while no reply has been returned to my latest note requesting 
settlement of debt to His Majesty's Government. 

Tam thus forced to conclusion that Persian Goverumont are trifing with us and 

need a sharp lesson, which we have ample grounds for administering, but ways 
and means would have to be carefully studied and no demands or threats made unless 
‘we are prepared to enforce them in the lust resort, 

Tnview of change of Government. in London, I hesitate at present moment to 

e dolinite suggestion, avd therefore propose to: abstain for next few weeks from 
y Prime Minister or Minister for Foreign Affairs without, however, declaring ary 
feral suspension’ of personal relations and to roply sharply to notes rejecting our 
aims, 

This should make Persian Government realise that. we are displeased and also give 
timo for consideration of whole matter in London by new Secretary of State for Foreign 
‘Affair, 





(B 766/336/34) No. 26. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received January 24.) 


(No, 22.) 
(Welograpbic.) Tehran, January 23, 1924, 

PTIND. Fronch Chargé d’Afaires is most dissatisfied at continued differentiation 
detweon tariffs iu the north and south, and thinks that his Government would probably 
bo williug to co-operate in any stops contemplated by His Majesty's Government, 

T explained situation to him and our discontent with it, and understand he will 
telograph to Paris, whence you may be approwched. 

Ho sugyesta that ono means of bringing pressure to bear here would be for France 
and Great Britsin to put an embargo on Persian carpets on the ground of »ver-stocked 
market, He believes it to touch a very sensitive point. 

Ts wuclia measure possible so fir as we aro concerned 7 





[E 617/617/34) No. 27. 


Mr, MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

{th srapbia) Be Foreign Office, Ji 24, 1024, 
lographic, ‘oreign Office, January 24, 102: 

: EY loge No. 87 of 27th April, 1928: Baudet advanee’ 43) Pee 

Government, 

The Imperial Bank of Persia stote that Persian Government havo ap} lied for 
advance of 560,000 tomane guaranteed by surplus southern customs, and explain that 
Aivaneo anthoriaed in April-was postponed. In thege circumstances we have informed 
Haul that we do not object to the advance being made on same terms as those laid down 
in my telegram No. 283 of 9th September, 1922, 





[/B 804 /455/341 No, 28, 
Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received January 25.) 


(No, 24) 
(Tele ) i) Tehran, January 24,1924. 
TN ‘last’ fow days two Tehran newspapers have discussed sympathetically idea of 
Persia becoming a republic, with present Prime Minister as first president. More 
ly the Bll is attacked for neglecting his country. Pritno Minister has denied 


81 
any such intention in a press interview. 
discourage premature disclosure. 


Te i significant that, he has allowed hi 
a nm wee 


(Sent to India ; copy by bag to Bagdad.) 


Denial may, however, only be meant to 





[B 833/400/34] No. 29, 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Ree: Pi 
re (Received January 26.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, Jé 

: an ae ny January 26, 192 
“ak t a ae written to Prime Minister saying that failure of Pers _ (eaten a to 
give me satisfaction for inoidont reported in my telegram No. 21 compels conclusion 


that he does not intend to implement his personil asst i 
SCs ee ae plement his personal assurance to me, and adding that T 


[iE 884/95/34), No, 30. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald,—(Received January 2 
we {Received January 27.) 
“(Telegraphic.) Toliran, January 26, 19% 

EERSTAN Goveenmont aro transerring Belgian Acting Ditscten Goto of be 


i . r ; g Director-General of P 
to Bushiro and appointing « Persian as Diestor General, it Mba! tamporatly. cer 


Removal of this post from European hands is conti i 
: 3 rary to assurances given’ to 
non whith trnafer of Gulf pot fio wan ost, a aa 
* Measure is all the more undesirable because postal adininistration has Intel 
: Rea atey ae e yeh 
tevin deterioration, This i principally due. to application of Treasury Hal a 
inal: by American advisers, whereby Ministry of Posts is no longer allowed to 
finance its own administration from its own roospts, but has to requinition Treasury 
latter tas not met requi nd payment: FE aunteantcadloaona ane siontng ac 
it oe ees. This matter T wil tako up with Dr, Millapavgh 
J ef ‘ian Director-General, propose to addres forma 
EemitiGnvenmare Doyenemtie atin aad ag 


[E 835/95/34) No. 31, 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald, —(IReceived January 27.) 


(No. 28. Confidential.) 


(Telographic,) 
RC casein sy ecb ae 


T have ascertained frou a confidenti 

ons following sums n old ene fo mambar It wa fo 
st three years 1920-225 Great Britain, aboub 26,600; British Indi 2 

dnhiot foe Pencona oF aenuataney, ace payable tollealyy. sad Uraoos Mae 


Tehvan, January 26, 1924, 
. 


and reliable source that Persian Government: 
age of mails during the 


Payments not made becauss there are no ¢ bo indeed, i 

Sia they wana lbrataly atc otf at en ene nt 

___If you desire to brivg pressure on Persia as regards postal. administration, thi 

infioation, whi thee ainiatatarsoncemed could conn, nigh a oteare 
ersia av Berne in connection with International Postal Convention, 
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[1 836/936/34) No. 32. 
Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Heceived January 26.) 
ea hie.) Tehran, January 26, 1924. 
FOUR telegram 
Besides addressing a 
I recently made serious represent 
‘Alinirs, This ation is reported. fully in my despatch 


shorty summoned, U believe, mainly in this 


but T do not know what. stops 


t tacties of urging Persia to act 


can apparently 
festive foe 





[E 884/256 /94) No. 33, 


Sir P. Loraine tothe Marquess Curson of Kedleaton.—(Ieceived January 28, 1924.) 
Nip tan ea ‘Tehran, December 22, 192 


it to yi i ith copy of Intell 
‘AVE the honour to transmit, to. your Lordship herewith copy of 
Bienes No. 30 for the week ending the 15th instant, ompiled by the military 


Attaché to this Legation. noon 
PERCY LORAINE. 
SS 


Enclosure in No. 33. 


Intelligence Summary No, 50 for Week ending Desembor 10, 1923. 


Gilan. 


{PHD prenont atrength and distribution of; Persian’ forers in Gilan 
follows ‘ i 2 
') Cavalry, One squadron of the Poulain Regiment, strength 150 men, 
(o) Gaver A ated in atall posta throughout tho Resbt distrit, 
(b) Infantry —Two battalions each of four companies— ‘ 
‘Officer commanding No. 1 battalion : Yarwar. Murad Ali Khan. 
Officer commanding No, 2» Snitan Sadik Khan. 
rT 1 battalion is at Enzeli with detachments in Talish. 
Henig OFNe a attalion in at Reabt. with small posts at Jamshidatad, 
avian, Sengar, Khumao and at ous or two other villages in thy Rest ares, ; 
(o) Machine-Guon Delachment.—Strevgeh seventy-five men with eight machine 
‘guns stationed at Resht. 
(a) Artillery—Stationed at Resht, strength fifty men. 
no section of two Russian field guns. 
‘Ono section of two mountain guns. 


‘Total strength of the above fores amounts to about 1,200 men, 
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2. The following have been appointed officials of the Russo-Persian Bank at 
Mteshit — 
Mirobashvili, a Georgian; Alischwauk, a Russian Jew. 


3M. Gray, who is now acting Russian consul at Resbt, has sent a stron’ 
mplaint to M. Shumyatski against the Persian officer commanding the Norther! 
“gade, Colonel Mubamuad Hussein Khan, and asking for steps to be taken to hav® 
Shim replaced by another man. 
M. Gray has reported adversely on the work of his predecessor, M. Hakimov. 


Azerbaijan. 
‘bri 
4. One hundred Shakkak Kurds (Simko's tribe) arrived at Tabriz on the 
INovember under Behi Bey to offer their services to the Persian Goyernment, ‘The offer 
has been acropted a thy, together with eighty Shaovang, are, to form the nucleus 
fafa now cavalty ragiment, whieh isto bo attathed to the Sra Tabriz Infantry Regiment, 
‘nd of this new regiment has been given to Lientenant-Colonel Mirza ATi 
han Darakhshani 

Is from Russia have arrived at Tabriz during the past) 


Stimburg. A fi Raa : Vy be secretaries at the 


Agroiski, A Russian... 
Gotoy, An oficial of Dobro-flott, 


6. Two hundred Armenian and Assyrian refugees left ‘Tabriz on the 27th Novembor 
in the Salmas area. 
of organisation in Azerbaijan is pre} 
nd then in Urumia, 
ans from the Batu 
‘As thoy hav. 
Persian military. auth 


Russian consulate, Tabriz, 


close down shortly, 


a has arrived at Tabriz, stating 

wen able to give a yory 
ies have detained thom in 
Mabriz. as spie 

8, One Umar Khan has been arrested on the frontier as a Turkish spy and brought 
into Tubriz for trial. ‘The Turkish consul at Tabriz. is trying to obtain his release, 

AM, Treskinski, the enginecr in charge of the Tabriz-Julfi Railway, who is alto 
lconstructing the Khoi-Maku motor roud, states that. ther is practically nothing left of 
the Shahtakteh-Maku-Bayazid-Karakilisse Railway, ‘Tho sleepers have all: heon 
stolen, and practically all the rails, bolta, &c., had vanished, 

He expects to complete the Khoi~Maku road by the end of January 1 

10. Arnow Russian hospital has been opened in ‘Tabriz, which is to have a staff of 
fourteen Caticasian doctors, Poor Russian citizens and all Bolsheviks are afro 
treatment, 

11, The Russian consul at Tabriz celebrated the thind anniversary of the Soviet 

rnian Republioon the 80th November, He made a speech of the usual type. 


With reference to paragrayh 8 in last week's summary, Simko's gon is reported 
rejoined his father at Satmatus, and reports ha rooeived from the 


P frontier that Simko with a small band of followers has rai 


13, Ziba Khanum, « lady who calls herself the sister of Enver Pasha and. vas 
ddoported from Tehran by the nt for earrying out pro-Turkish political 
propayands, arived a short while ago at, Khoi. She was taken to Macy from Khoi 
few days ago with the intention of sending her ac c ‘urkey. ‘The 
‘Turks, however, have refused to accept her, and, after being detained some days at 
Arablar, she has been sent buck to Khoi, 


Tehran, 


14, Early in November the War Minister despatched a Persian subject, named 
Moussanan, to report to Colonel Ismail Khan at Berlin, to assist the latter in the 
purchase of war material, 


[11690 D 








54 


15. A new weekly newspaper commenced publication in Tehran on the 6th December, 
entitled “Tavai Beinsi-Nabrein ” (the Banner of Mesopotamia). It is edited by Sayyid 
Hua Adive Sondat and directed by Khalissi Zadeh. ‘This newspaper is, dicted 
against British policy in Trak and is published mainly for the purpose of being distributed 
in cities in Truk for propaganda purposes. At present it is arranged to print 1,000 copies 
weekly, of which 500 ate to be sent by post to Bagdad, Kerbela, Nejef and Kazimain 
for free distribution, 

‘A translation of anarticle in the Tehran newspaper “ Mihan,” commenting on the 
new newspaper  Lavai Bein-i-Nahrein,” is given in the Appendix.* 

16, Sayyid Muhammad 'Tadayun, « National Democrat Member of the Majlis, left 
Wehran on the 2nd December for Bagdad. ‘The reason for his visit to Trak is not 
known, but he received confidential instructions from the Prime Minister before leaving 
Tehran and 600 tomans for expenses, 

17, A report from a source usually reliable states that the Japanese miasion visited 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 8th Deoember and informed bim that they had 
come to Persia to examine political and commercial conditions prevailing in the country, 
with a view to— 

(a) Arranging a trade agreement between Persia and Japan, the item of special 

importance being the exportation of opium from Persia. 

(b.) Opening a Japanese consulate in ‘Tehran, Persia to have a Persian consulate 

n Japan. > 


18, Shumyataki has appointed an Armenian, named Dr. Aritunian, to be director 
of the Russian School in ‘Tehran, on a salary of 175 tomans a month. 

19, The German Ministor at Tehran, Count vou Schulenberg, has returned from 
Borlin, where he had been on leave. M.Zommer, the Changé d’Affaires, is to leave 
noxt week for Kharkov, where he has been appointed German consul, 

20, The Amorican Adviser to the Ministry of Pablic Works, Mn. Mitchell, is 
desirous of obtaining four American engineers for supervising road construction in 
Persia, ‘The matter is being put before the Cabinet to obtain the uecessary sanction 
of the Government, 

Kurdestan, 
Kermanshah, 

21, ‘The chief of the Kalbur tribe hus offered the services of a tribal detachment 
to assist Persian regular troops in their operations against the Lurs, which are now in 
progress, ‘The War Miniater has requested him to have a detachment in readiness by 
the 2ist March, 1924, for uso if required. 


Tasristan, 

42, With reforonce to paragraph 24 in last week's summary, the advance of the 
Persian foroa from Buryjird on Khorremabad, commenced on the Utch December, under 
the personal direotion of the General Offiasr Commanding Western Division. 

Me Work eotmunenced on the construction of the: Burijind-Khorromabad road at 
the Buryjird end on the 11th December. 

M, SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
British Military Atiaché. 
Pehvan, December 1b, 1923, 





[1B 984/400/34) No. 34. 
Sir P, Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Reeeived January 29.) 


(No, 30.) 


elk hie.) 
GP lsyam No, 26 


Prime Minister's reply is evasive. havo told him that I require an apology. from 
the editor and its publioation in his newspaper in a prominent place, and that, pending 
that satisliction, ‘relations of intimacy of cordiality between myself and Persian 
Government are impossible. 

Meanwhile, tho sume. paper has published further offeusive remarks about our 
vlioy in Avabia to which I huve drawn lis Highness attention. 


Tehran, January 29, 1924. 





* Not printed. 


(E 959/27/34) No. 


Sir P, Loraine to Mr. MacDonald, —(Received January 29.) 
(No. 31) 
(Telegeaphic.) Tehran, January 29, 1924. 

TIS Majesty's consul at Ahwaz reports statement mado in his’ presonee on 
25rd January by officer commanding Persian troops, Shuster, that a detachment of an 
officer and fifteen men would be sent very shortly to oil-fields, to-be increased Inter on 
to 100, Consul explained danger, but officer commanding troops was confident: of 
ability to checkmate with our assistance any hostile movement of tribes, Consul 
considers opposition iweasure by His Majesty's Government: or Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company would be unwise, and that we ought to co-operate with officer commanding 
for protection of company's property. 

T have written to Prime Minister reminding him of his assurances respecting prior 
consultation with His Majesty's Legation and Anglo-Persian Oil Company as regards 
muy measures affecting security of oil-ields, and asking to be informed before any troops 
fare moved whether step announced is actually contemplated and, if so, whether Persia 
coepts responsibility for its consequences. 

T have also requested notification of any impending chiange to governors in order to 

nise risk of misunderstanding or disturbance, Pending any special instructions 

‘you, I have authorised His Majesty's consul to follow line of conduct which he 
dv ocates if events develop locally. 

(Gent to India.) 





(E 8395/95/34) No. 86. 


Mr, MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

(No. 26.) 

(Telogruphic.) 
PERSIAN postal administration, 
Your telegram No. 27 of 26th January. 
Proposal in final paragraph is approved. 


Foreign Opies, January 29, 1924. 


Your telegram No. 28 of 26th January. 
No action contemplated pending result of your protest. 





[E 768/400/84) No, 87. 


‘ Mr. MacDonald. to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran) 
7. 
raphic.) Foreign Office, January 2, 1924. 

FOUR telegtam No, 21 of the 28rd January : Political situation, 

T sympathise in your disappointment at unéatisfactory attitude of Persian Glover. 
ment. It is, however, out of the question at the present time to, think of moking any 
threat of breaking off'relations or of taking drastic measures until further efforts have 
been made to resch a Jess unsatisfactory state of affairs. 

Persian Government are apparently counting on American help and gambling on 
the change of Government in this countey, While Americans may possibly, invest 
some money in Persia, it is doubtful whether they’ will afford real material assistance, 
‘Ae regards this country, the Persian Prime Minister must assuredly know from your 
conversations with hint the real feeliugs entertained here on the matter. It cannot 
but create an unfortunate impression if it becomes known that, Persia is not only not 
protesting the representative of a friendly Power from a malicious and untruthful 

ress cathpaign, but is also abstaining from meeting fnaucial liabilities incurred in the 
last few years 

Do you not think that if you hold Tanguage in this sense to the Prime Minister, 
who by all your reports hus Hitherto listened to your representations in a friendly spi 
soine good may be obtained? If, liowever, after making such representations you still 
consider ny further intercourse undesirable—ave penultimate: paragraph, of your 
telegram—I shall be glad to reosive the suggestions at which you hint for consideration, 
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[EB 972/400/34) No. 38. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received January 30.) 
(No. 82.) : 
(Telegraphic,) RB. 
MY telegram No. 80. 
Editor was brought here this morning by Assistant Minister of President of the 
Council, and made a formal apology in a wording previously drafted by me. T accepted 
apology, whicl: he will announce in his newspaper to-morrow. 


Tehran, January 30, 1924. 





[E 1081/95/34) No. 39. 


) Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald,—(Received February 1.) 
‘0, 88, 
‘legraphic,) 
OUR telegram No. 26. 
Action taken, 
‘American advisor says :— 


Tehran, January 31, 1924. 


. He believes that no requisition of Ministry of Posts is unpaid. 
Hie tas paid more money to and got emallor productions from present Miniatry 
of Posts than was the caso with any predecessor. 
3, Ho can get no accounts from Posts and 'Telegrapbs. 
He will got on Minister's tracks at once, 
 Feota aa ogards payment in reer and doteriorstion of service were unknown 
to him, 


(Gonfidential,) 
This points to embezzloment by Minister of Posts, who is perfectly capable of it 
with his Persian subordinates, 





[1B 1085/45/34) No, 40. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received February 1.) 


(No. 35. Very Confidential.) 
¢ 


‘Delegraphic.) 
ALY talogrom No, 24 of 24th January. 
Thar that Russians aro encouraging idea of Persian Republic, which they consider 
likely to facilitate their moro important aims in India and would acquiesce in presidency 
of prosent Prime Ministur, but would got ri of hi as von as thoy ould afterwards, 


Tehran, January 31, 1924. 


Prime Minister has certainly been helping so-called Socialist candidates in elections 
‘nd ‘aloulating to extort sm outwardly logal abrogation of the monarchy and the. 
Constitution from @ submissive Majlis, 

Tt is important for mo to know generally what would bo the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government towards a change of igime in order to shape my section 
accordingly. It is, off course, ludicrous to imagine that Persia is ripe for a republican 
régime, Whether morally, mentally or materially. I presume, however, that you desire 
ime to abstain as hitherto from intervention in Persian domestic affai 

T have not yet alluded to tho matter to iny Persian Minister. 





[1B 1048/617/34) No, 41, 


(0: 26,) Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.— (Received February 1.) 
fo, 36. 
(Tolegraphis) Tehran, January 31, 1924. 
T HAVE received nothing but an acknowledgment of note to Persian Government 
enclosed in my despatch No, 545. 


Unless you contemplate any modification of policy of late Government in regan! 
to question of Persia's debt to His Majesty's Government T think we must: now take 
steps to show Persian Government that we mean business, : 

Tauggest addressing a note at once warning them that failure of successive Persian 
Governments during last two years to deal with question of debt and persistent 
ignoring of my representations has made worst impresssion on His Majesty's 
Government and driven them to the conclusion that advantage has been taken of their 
forbearance and that Persian protestations of friendship are insincere; that. unless, 
rrithin one month, Persian Goveranent came forward with satisfuctory proposals for 
qsottlement His Majesty’s Government will publish correspondence and lay papers in 
Parliament, 

Do you concur? 





[EB 1044/617/34] No. 42. 
Sir I, Loraine to Mr, MacDonald,—(Reecived February 1.) 


(No, 37. Confidential.) 
(Delegraphic.) A 
MY immediately preceding telegram, k ‘ 
Proposed stop, beside its immediate object of bringing Persian Government to 
negotiate settlement, would have further one of giving American bankers serious 
pase before advancing considerable um of money to Persia owing. to largo claims of 
fis Majesty's Government on her available security, American advisor has given me 
1 broad’ hint. that, publication of ovr claims in United States, oven "ono article in 
‘New York Times,’”” would put American bankers off, and I gather that. in caso of a 
Joan in connection with Sinclair Consolidated Oil Company concession thi would not 
displease him. 


Tehran, January 31, 1924, 





[1B 1006/400/34) No, 43. 


Sir P, Loraine to Mr. MacDonald, —(Reeeived January 31.) 
. 38.) 
‘elographic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 92, 
Newspaper printed apology to-day, Incident closed. 


Tehran, January 31, 1924, 





(B 1027/1/34) No, 44, 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Woreign Ofice.—(Received February 1.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, January 31, 1924, 

YOUR two letters, one dated the 11th October, addressed to the syndicate, and 
one dated the 7th instant, addressed to Sir Charles Greenway, were considered by the 
board at a meeting held this week, and we are directed to thank you for the information 
and suggestions contained therein and to say that, whilst they apprecinto very much 
the recommendation that the syndicate should again send a representative to ‘Tehran to 
take up the question of railway construction in Persia, they feel that it would be a 
waste of money to do so uuless and until the British Minister can obtain from the 
Persian, Government some more definite assurances than they have hitherto given aa to 
their ability and desire to grant definite concessions for railway construction to a British 
group. 

Ihe obtaining of such an assurance is all the more necessary in view of the fact 
that uo attempt has as yet been made by the Persian Government to reimburse the 
synuieate for the expenditure of £180,000 alrvady inourred by them in respet of tho 
two surveya which they carried out in 1913 and in'1920 on behalf and at the request 
of the Persian Government. 
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_, In the circumstances the board are of opinion that, perhaps, the best way of dealit 
with the matter will be fur the syndicate Fes pei ans uch: it the Nmerican eat 
who are said to be negotiating with the Persian Government, and, after pointing out 
to them tho gyndicato's prior claims, to offer to co-operate with them on a 50/50 per 
cent, basis, subject to their undertaking to reimburse the syndicate one-half of their 
outlay upto dat. 

the Secretary of State approves of this course of action the board will esteem it 
a fayour if le will approach the American Ambassador on the subject with a view to 
enlisting his support and also his assistance in bringing the American group and the 
syndicate into communieation.. 

We have, &e. 
R, G. SHAW anp Co., 
Secretaries. 





[E 760/1/34) No. 45. 


Foreign Office to Persian Railways Syruticate, 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 1, 19 
IN reply to your letter of the 28rd ultimo, relative to projects of railway 
eonstinction In Persia, [ im direoted by Mr, Secretary Ramsay MacDonald to inform 
you that Mx Bonnett, who has recently arrived at ‘Tebran, is reported to be a 
Topresontative of the American engineering firm of Ulen and Co. 
2, With reference to the fourth paragraph of your lotter, Mr, Ramsay MacDonald 
is not propared at presont to instruct His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to make the 
proposed representations to the Persian Government, 
Tam, &o, 
G, OSBORNE. 





[E 1104/45/34) No. 48, 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received February 3.) 


No, 42.) 
‘Pelographic.) ; 
AS. epetes incident is settled I can very well seek interview with Prime 


Tehran, February 2, 1924, 


Minister and will do my best to carry out your wishes, [ shall say you have expresse 
iste Co cts iis SiCONdoR tin eprint that coport witGHOT ther male nies 
epentl on staps taken neutwrhile by Perslan Goverument to eettle our questions, 
He is a may who doos nob understand: much beyond forces he sees in action, 
threatoned vaguely with displeasure of His Majesty's Governmont he will probably: wait: 
to see what hippens, Ithink he will bye to be taught sooner or later that if our 
claims and interests aro too persistently disregarded, unpleasant: consequences may take 
‘a material shape, and that patient forbearance we have shown for so long must nov be 
Abused ‘or construed us weakness. We hiave lovers such as measures suggested in m 
telegrams Nos, 29 and 80 less violent than rupture of relations, u 
‘T agree that roviving hopes of Ainerican assistance and money are main reason for 
Persian Government showing of just when thy eeom tobe comivg much nearer to us 
TL is American complication I aim/most anxious about, and T am telegeaphing separately 
nthe dubject, is Lasse! 
T rather doubt Persians gambling on change of Government in Loudon. Labor 
Governmont has been, well recalrd.on the hole by Borsian press, thougt Here iq 
exists amongst politicians lest, anticipated recognition of Russin by Great Britain 
should he firat step towards Anglo-Russian understanding similar to that of 1907, 
|. livorder to yivo Prime Minister best chance and:to test hun yourself, would you be 
willing to send hint m personal message? If rnade suitable for publication an 
before novelty of your assumption of oftce his worn off it would make x considerable 
‘impression, [f'you are prepared to entertain ides you will, perhaps, paruit me to make 
suggestions as regards its contents. 
(Bent to Tudia ; copy by bug to Bagdad.) 


sent 
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[E 1088/271/34] No. 47. 
Sir A. Geddes to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 106.) 
My Lord, Washington, Janwary 22, 1924. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 1410 of the 12th September 
last regarding the validity in general of the ‘Treaty of Turcomanchai, T have the honour 
te transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a note from the Secretary of State, 
from which it appears that the United States Government do not consider that 
anquiescence by His Majesty's Government in the present attitude of the Persian and 
Soviet Governments with respect to the above-mentioned treaty would afford any 
ground for objection on their part. 
: T have, ko, 

(For the Ambassador, 
H, G, CHILTON. 


eee 


Enclosure in No. 47, 


Mr, Hughes to Sir A. Geddes. 


Excellency, Washington, January 21, 1924. 

T BEG to acknowledge the receipt of. the British Embassy's note of the 27th 
September, 1928, which presents the question of the present validity of tho treaty: 
Jonveon Russia and Persia, signed at Turcomanchai in 1828, and also of the note of 
the 25th October, dealing with the legal basis of the British Government's attitude in 
the matter of the taxation of British subjects in Porsia, In the former communication, 
jn adverting to the eorrespondoneo between His Britannic Majesty's Government and 
the British representative in ‘Tehirwn, reference is mado to the particular consideration 
which has been given to the following three points :— 

1. Whethor the Ruseo-Persian ‘Treaty of 1921 specifically canicels the 1828 

roaty ? 

2, I so, whether His Majesty's Government recognise the validity of the treaty: 
entered, into by Government which has not, hitherto, been recognised 
de jure 

4, Whether Hi Majesty's Goverament can be deprived of w right, by, an 
fnstrument to which they are not a party and in respect of which they 
were not consulted ? 


At the conclusion of the Embassy's communication this Government's attention 
is called to the suggestion of the British Minister at ‘Tehran that if the United States 
or other Powers abe still inclined to base rights. upon the Treaty of Tureomanchai the 
position of this and of other Governments might possibly be prejudiowd should the 
ritish Government acquiesce in the view that the treaty in question is no longer in 

i. In theso circumstances your Government has courteously enquired whether the 
point of view with regard to the Treaty of Tureomanchal which you have outlined in 
Eine detail represents the attitude of the United States Goverment, adding that 
Lord Curzon has in mind the desirability of the interested Powers offering, if possible, 
a united frout in this important question in case of w challenge by the, Persian 
Government, 

Tn discussing the question whether the Trvaty of 1921 between Persia and Soviet 
Rubia spesifially cancels the Treaty of Turoomanchai, i is indiauted to bo the view of 
His Britannic Majesty's Government that * the intention, as confirmed by practic, was 
that the cancellation applied to all treaties concluded by the Tsarist: system of 
jovernment’” In discussing the second point mentioned above you refer to the 
tte facto recognition of the present Russian régime by His Bntannic Majosty’s 
Government, the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, and the recognition by 
the Allied Powers of the right of the Soviet authorities to sign the Straits Conveution 
in the Treaty of Lausanne, concluding the discussion of point 3 with the statement 
that in the view of your Goveramont it’ would be wrong to base any claim against the 
Persian Government on the supposed continuance in foree of the treaty botween Russia 
and Persia of 1825. 

"There can be little doubt of the evident intent and desire of the parties to the 
Treaty of 1921 between Persia and the Soviet authorities to abrogate the Treaty of 
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Peace, including the supplementary Treaty of Commerce, concluded between Russia 
and Persia at Tureomanchai on the 10th-22nd February, 1828, in so far as these 
treaties, in thy words of the Perso-Soviet Agreement, may prejudice the rights of the 
people of Persia. While this Goverument has not felt itself obligated to take formal 
‘cognisance of the action of the Soviet authorities with regard to the treaties of 
Tureomanchai, it does not consider that acquiescence by His Britannic Majesty's 
Government in the present attitude of the Persian and Soviet authorities with respect 
to these treaties would afford any ground for objection on the part of this Government. 
Nor would this action by the British Government appear to be calculated to prejudice 
the position of this Government or of its nationals in Persia in view of the firm bases, 
other than the ‘Treaty of Purcomanichai, upon which such rights rest. 

With regard to the desirability of offering a united front in case of a challenge by 
the Persian Government in this question, [may state that the Embassy's com 
‘cation does not appear definitely to outline the common position which your Government 
‘Would evstgeab might be adopted, unless it be that whieb you indicate your Government 
has taken as desoribed in the instructions to the British representative in Tehran. 

Jf there should be any such challenge on the part of the Persian Government, a 
now situntion would be presented. Meanwhile, this Government, while solicitous ‘to 

reserve the rights necessary to the proper protection of its citizens and interests in 
Persia, desires to avoid a course of action which would result in. obstructing the efforts 
of the Persian Government to put its house in order and particularly to establish its 
finances on a sound basi : 
Accept, te. 
CHARLES B. HUGHES. 





[IE 1123/455/24) No. 48. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston,—(Received February 5, 1924.) 
(No. 608 ) 
iy L 


Lord, Tehran, December 27, 1923. 

T HAV tho honour to inform your Lordship that Serdar Sepah, after ha 
taken office as President of the Council, called on me at this Legation, in company wi 
Zoka-ul-Mulk, the Minister for Poreign Affiirs, on the 15th November, His Highness 
said that he desired to return in person the visit which 1 had paid to him on his 
asaiimption of the Presidency of the Council in order to show his sincere desire to 
establish and maintain relations of the most. friondl 
between his Government and this Legatior 


PERCY LORAINE. 





At 


[E 1124/336/34] No. 49. 
Sir P} Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received February 5, 1924.) 


(No. 609.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 27, 1923, 

~ ‘THEE roports which I have had the honour recently to address to your Lordship, 
and also those forwarded to the Department of Overseas ‘Trade by the secretary i 
charge of commercial affairs, will have made evident to you the efforts of the Russian 
Soviet authorities to increase Russian trading operations in Persia and to recover the 
commercial supremacy in Northora Persia which their Tsarist predecessors formerly 
enjoyed. The determination of the Soviet authorities to carry these designs, into 
execution is, us usual, mainly dictate by the desire to strike a blow at British interests 
‘nd influence, and is no doubt regarded by them as.a substitute for the unrestricted 
political propaganda which has had to be curtailed sinco the undertakings given last 
Tring (byl tin Soviet Cavern macblin deforenss tayo Conanina vietrous aarti0n of 
the stipulations respecting propaganda of the Anglo-Russinn ‘Trade Agreement. 

The differential tariff now actually applied on the northern and southern frontiors 
of Persia respectively is, of course, a’ powerful lover for carrying out these Russian 
plans, so long as that unsatisfactory situation is allowed to continue, This partioular 
question has already engaged the serious consideration of His Majesty's Government, to 
whom its elements are well known, Besides the written communications which I havo 
addressed in that connection to the Persian Government under your Lordship's instruo- 
tions, T have, moreover, made oral representations from time to time to responsible 
Porsian Ministers. Previous Persian Governments have, however, hesitated to adopt 
a resolute attitude towards this question for fear of incurring Russian displeasure and 
reprisals, In the hope that the presont Government, which is in itself strongor than 
its predecessors and enjoys an enormously greater degree of popular support, and 
confidence, would grapple with, the problem, took the opportunity of dntorviews 
yesterday with the Prime Minister and tho Minister for Foreign Affairs to. speak 
earnestly to both of them on the subject, In each case I explained that I did so 
privately for the time being in onder to explain to, them the true facts of the situation, 
so that they could not accuse me of taking thom unawares in the event of its being 
necessary to make official representations in defeice of the interests of British traders 
and of the treaty rights by which they are guaranteed, 

T reminded them that when the negotiations for the Anglo-Porsian Agreomont 
wore initiated, the Persian Government bad pointed out that the reforms contemplated 
in that agreement would require money for their proper enforeoment ; that His Majesty's 
Government had reoogaised tho, justion of thisiobeeevation, and, uatong, Clter mouauros, 
had agreed to an augmentation of the customs tariff, ‘Thereupon a parallel nogotiatio 
to sotile the terms of anew tariff had been undertaken and an ugreement had eventually 
been reached, known as the Tariff Agreement of 1920, Although the negotiations for 
the politioal Agreement and the Tariff Agreement were separate, the two agreements 
‘were obviously interdependent, and therefore, when in 1921 the Persian Government 
had detiounced the Political Agreoment of 1919, His Majesty’s Government, would have 
deen fully justified in denouncing the Tariff Agreement of 1920. In view, however, 
of the financial difficulties of the Persian Government, they had allowed. the tarift of 
1920 to remain in force, aud their forbearance in the matter had been of inestimable 
advantage to the Persian Government: whose reyenites, it was calculated, hnd since, that 
time benefited to the extent of some 3,000,000~4,000,000 tomans a year. At the same 
time ib was obvious that the generosity shown by His Majesty's Government would be 
entirely misplaced unless the tariff was uniformly applied on all the frontiers of Pi 
‘This had! not been the ease, and for two years at least: goods had been passing thi 
the northern custom-houses at the lower rate of tariff whioh that of 1920 hy 
It was true that the Persinn Governuent had started a tarif! negotiati 
Russian Government, but they had encountered nothing but obstruction on the part of 
the Russian delegates, and the negotiation had completely broken down, This was not 
surpriing, for the Rossians bad everything to gain by a probangatio of th present 
state of affairs, which oporated so vastly in favour uf their commerce, T stated that 
His Majesty's Goverament could not view an indefinite prolongation of this state of 
affairs with equanimity, and that unless steps were taken within a reasonable timo to 
apply a uniform tariff on all frontiers they would be obliged to take advantage of the 
most-favoured-nation treatment which they derived from their treaties with Persia in 












2 


order torevert to the 1903 tariff, Such a decision would, of course, strike a heavy 
Blow at the financial resources of the Persian State, but could, however, be avoided by 
the enforcement of a niform tariff. The interests of the Persian Government and of 
His Majesty's Government in this matter seemed to me to be common; the Persian 
Government was actually being defrauded of revenue by the perpetuation of a differential 
tariff; by, tho same process Tis Majesty's Government saw that British traders were 
Deing subjected to unfair competition, against which they were protected by solemn 
treaty obligations, and, moreover, that their object in facilitating the collection of 
inereased revenue by tho Porsian Treasury was being partially defeated by other 
agencies. 

Both Ministers listened with great attention to my remarks, and said they fully 
undorstood the gravity. of the question. ZokarulcMull said. that, ho woutd certainly 
raise the matter in the Couneil of Ministers, and that he clearly appreciated the 
necessity for the Persian Government to adopt a different attitude and determine its 
line of conduct, Serdar Sepah said that with his many other occupations since taking 
office, tinie liad been lacking to give this question the attention which it deserved ; he 
saw, however, that it was necessary to act, and assured me that he would take the 
matter up immediately with his responsible advisers, ‘Tho present situation could nov 
ho allowed to continue indefinitely; he fully admitted the justice of my contentions 
ag rogards British trade and Persian financial resources, and he said it was obvious that 
whatever was Persian law it must be enforced throughout Persian territory. He could 
not tell mo offhand what: line the Persian Government would take, but he promised 
that he would do his best to settle the matter as soon as possible, 

T beg lave to cuslose horein, for your Lordship's eonfidentix! information, copy of 
‘a minute by Mr, Monson, on a recent interview. with the Administrator-Genoral of 
“uistoms in this connection. 

Tam forwarding copies of th 
igh Commissioner at Bagdad and to 





























patch to the Government of India, His Majesty's 
is Majesty's cousul-general at Bushire, 
I have, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE. 















<I have since learnt from the Prime Minister that the subject was brought 
up ‘of Ministers the day after my represontation, and that the Minister 
for Voroign Affairs and the Minister of Finwice were thereupon instructed to submit a 
report on the whole question, 








P. L. 


Enolosure in No. 49. 


Note by Mr. Monson respecting the Customs Tai 


AM. MOLITOR read to me to-day confidentially the draft of a note in, which he is 
drawing the attention of the Ministry of Finance to the fact that goods of other than 
Russian origin are henofiting, by transit through Russia, from the application of the 
1908 tariff on the northern frontier, Ho points out that the Persian Government's 
arrangement was only made with Russia and was not intended to benefit others, an 
that, besides involving loss to the Treasury, it is unfair to the trade of the southern 
Toute, Ho requests permission to instruct nortliern customs officers only to apply the 
150% tariff to goods the Hussian origin of which is proved. He admitted to me, 
however, that, even if these instructions are issued, their effect will not be lasting, 
Deon th orgin of transit goo il son te disguie hy rpacking i Ras 

Ho told mo that the Russions are insisting on a tariff evon lower than that of 
1903, which, f weneeally applied, would mean a loss to the Persian Exchequer of about 
$800,000 tomans, He says it is obvious from this impossible demand that Russia 
mhotoly, wants to hold up the question in order to gst hold of the transit trade from 
Hurope, or else to get something wlke out of Porsin. He has told the Ministor for 
Foreigh AGhirs, whois chairman of the Russo-Persian Commission, that it is impossible 
to continue on these lines, and suggested that if Persia is afraid to take « strong line 
ve ei batter tay bo borgaia with Russia by offering a concession of some other nature, 
faga in the matter of the fisheries, or by cerfing the disputed territory on the north-east 
Teen ye Atul avid he swould conatice this suggeation “MC Molitor noes no 
other way out. The Russians pretend that the higher tari would ruin Russian trado, 
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‘and pay no heed to Molitor’s arguments to the contrary ; the Persians are afvaid to 
impose the higher tarif? by force as, M. Molitor says, “ the Russians would only have 
to land a enuple of regiments of Cossacks and the Persian army would seatter like 

Tsaid I did not believe the Russians would do. this, aiid he was inclined to 
agree—but Persia dare not call the Russian bluff, 




















December 20, 1923, 





















[E1125 /455/34) No. 50. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received 


Rebruary 5, 1924.) 
(No. 610, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 21, 1923, 

SHORTLY after the return to Tehran of Ms. Havard, the Oriental secretary, T 
equested him to set down on paper, while they were still fresh in his mind, his 
Toveasiona ef Wie situation ae ne found G6 Hero, ih companion. with’ that high 
prevailed at the time of his departure on leave in April last, Mr, Havard took three 
‘weeks to see his numerous personal friends and other Persians of political importance, 
and [have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of the observations 
which he thereupon furnished to me, 

For anyone who soes the whole sequence of events from day to day, the changes 
in the geneyalweuntion are. auch lem perceptible than| to soineono-—and especially 
anyone possessing so long and intimate an acquaintance with ‘Tehran as Mr, Havard— 
who has had a definite break with the environment, and I think, therefore, that 
Mr, Havard's observations may be of considerable interest. 

T bog your Lordship to read Mr, Havard’s remarks regarding the American 
advisers in connection with a further despatch which Tam addressing to you by this 
bag on thie subject of Dr, Millspaugh’s fourth quarterly report, 

Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, 
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Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 












Enclosure in No. 50. 








Observations by Mr. Havard on the Situation in Persia, 










I MAY say at once that the situation has improved out of all recognition, 

You will remember that when I went away in April we wore at the height of an 
anti-British feeling which had been gradually growing since the coup d'litat of 
Sayyid Zia-ed-din, 

‘There had been for a good many years before that a certain hostility to Great 
Britain, but it had never attained such universal proportions as it assumed after Sayyid 
Ziv. fell, aud in the two years which followed that event, hostility to the British 
reached its maximum point. Government after Government made novattempt to stem 
that hostility, some of them even covertly abetted it, a venal and licentious press 
openly fostered it, and it was generally recognised us the hall-mark of Persian 
patritiom for menibere of the fourth Majlis to lovel abuse at, Great Britain, 

On my return, I see that most of this ill-feeling has abruptly disappeared, and 1 
have been at some pains to discover whether the disappearance is real, and what has 
been the cause thereof. 

The disappearance i, Tink, ri, apd there ary saver! contributory canses, the 
principal one being that a man who will stand no nonsense from his compatriots haw 
taken charge of the destinies of Persia, A feeling of mutual friendship and respect 
has sprung up between that man and His Majesty's Legation, and the Persians have 
not been slow to notice it, Most of his compatriots sincerely admire Serdar Sopuh, 
and those who dou't admire him, dread im, and so his word is law in the land, It 
must, however, be remembered that we have no Parliament sitting in Tehran to-day, 
and it is difficult to say how far Serdar Sepahi will be able to impose his will on the 
Deputies, am, nevertlieless, not yery saxious on that score, He has ehown so much 
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tact and intelligence in dealing at different times with the recaleitrant members of the 
last Majlis, that Leannot think he will experience more difficulty with a Majlis whieb 
ho is convening himself, Hes also ina much stronger position to-day than he was 3 
feat. ago; he has brought a sense of security to Persia such as hardly any living 
fersian’ can remember, and success has uniformly attended his every effort. His 
ounteyen_ are proud of him, and each one seems to be only intent on winning his 
goodwill, 
Suis as such hardly exists in Persia, and what there is of it hes usually 
been’ in, the Hands of a fowe people who truded in it for their own ends. Ken then it 
was only & noisy minority which overawed the silent and submissive majority. | his 
noisy infnority was largely exploited by the prisoners released after Sayyid Zia fled from 
thegountry, Tt was very commonly supposed that Sayyid Zi eoup had been planned 
by the British, and the released prisoners decided to wreak: their vengeance on Great 
Britain by employing a. noisy crowd of ne’er-do-wells to shout abuse at her. By this 
means they hoped to reinstate themselves in their old position and regain the popularity 
which they havkered after, Most of them have now seen that ‘he reoult achieved 
‘Was nil, that the money apent. on this propaganda gave no return, and they are to-day 
nich poorer in pocket, even though they have gained in wisdom. Ones the private 
ptwi-strings were pulled tight, the subyersive Press could not continue, and not more 
Than some three or four newspapers eko out lamentable existence in Tehran to-d 

‘hose are some of the causes for the change of feeling to-day, but there is one 
other which should not be overlooked, and that is the dignified attitude adopted by His 
Majesty's Government throughout theso last few years, a firm refusal to be blackinailed, 
‘and the strictest attention that haa been given only to looking after its own affairs, 
‘Tho attitude adopted by Soviet Russia has only tendo to enbanee the dignity of His 
Majesty's Government. 

So. much for present Anglo-Persian relations. ‘There are two other questions— 
purely Petsian—on which T'should like to touch, and they are— 

1, Internal seourity and measures taken to safeguard the roads; und 

2) Tho attempts at the organisation of Persian finances, 


1, Travelling over the 500 miles of road from Kasri-Sbirin to Tehran, ono is 
struck by the extraordinary discipline of the guards on the roads, their evident 
fontontiment and their courtesy, ‘The traveller comes upon many a guard-house 
suddenly at a bend in. the road or over the other side of a bill or mountain. Evety- 
where the same strict discipline, the sentinel on duty properly equipped and armed— 
J groat contrast to the ragged, unkempt and unready guard of only a fuw years ayo. 
Té the vest of the main roads in Persia are guarded as well as the oue mentioned here, 
nd ftom what T heat, T believe this to beso, then enormous progress has been made 
in the diveipline of the Persian army, ‘The same improvement is noticeable in the 
tinall bodies of soldiors detailed for duity at the toll-gates. Formerly the traveller used 
to haye, to wait until tho tollman consouted to come out, and in cold weather, it 
tomotimes took a long time; moreover, although there was supposed to be a guard 
there, he was usually absent on other business. To-day every toll station has its guard 
on duty at the gate, and his mere presence seems to inspire the employees with more 
uoxgy inthe disohaxge of thelr duties than they wore wont to show proviously. | Tn 
onssaquones of this discipline, robbery on this and, I believe, on the other main roads is 
now unknown, 

2, During the last three weeks Thave met many Persians of various classes, and 
T have been surprised to see and hear how unpopular the American advisors have 
fecome, When I left in April last, the Persians had nothing but praise for the 
American, advisors; now the position has beenne entire reversed, and nobody has & 
rood word to say for them. Many reasons are given by Persians for this unpopulwrity. 
Fe yill deal with wome of thom as they have been stated to me:— 


(1) For some years past young men leaving schools and university have been 
‘wont. to-seek Government employment, owing to the fact that there was 
absolutely no other employment to be had. ‘The Government, fuced with 
this crisis, did its best. for them, and tried to absorb them in the various 
Departments. ‘The Ministry of Finance in particular became overstaifed to 
anv extraordinary degree. Naturally, the advisers have bad to dismiss 
Targe number of employees, and these people immediately became a foyer 
of intrigue against those whom they reeartel as solely responsible for their 
‘unemployment, 
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(2) In respect of mae of arreats of taxes, the Americans have not used 
gloves to deal with defaulters, and most of these were the rich “buzurgan,” 
who for many years past had snecessfully avoided payment when it was & 
case of dealing with their own compatriots, but who: now have either had 
to pay up and look pleasant, or have had their lands confiscated in lieu of 
payment, 

(3.) Budgets of the various Ministries have beon very carefully scrutinised with 
the rule that ovetywiiets thar! baa Deans gaieral leating out the 
poorer employees and menial classes have suffered considerably here, as they 

ad not got the protection of the higher and mote expensive funetionary. 
Tt will be seen that there are elements from eyery class of society Who 
have been hard hit by the advent of the Americans, and it cannot but 
be expected that these elements form a large nuolous around which tho 
malcontents gather. 

(4,) Furthermore, the Americans have absolutely no previous experience of the 
‘ways and manners of the Persian people, and neither can they speak the 
language, Comparatively few Persians talk English, and the Americans 
are consequently entirely in the hands of their Persian interpreters Most 
of these are young boys, a few of whom have studied a little in Burope, 
but a larger proportion are ex-pupils of the American school in Tehran, 
They are somewhat raw for their work, which is of an extremely delicate 
nature, and many of them are Jews--a raco much despised by the Persian 
Moslem. It will be seen, therofore, that the Americans are really out, of 
direct contact with the Persicns, and this causes much heart-buening 
amongst the latter. 


Tn addition to the above causes of unpopularity, there are two others :— 
(a) The agile Persian mind believes that Dr. Millspaugh has failed to find 


money for Persia in America, and as the Persian public. had expected 
mule‘loads of dollars to follow in the wake of the advisers, they aro 
greatly disappointed to seo that no money is yet forthcoming, Persian 
pride greatly mortified that in doing Ameria the houour of going to her 
fo 


advisers, America has not in turn placed all her superfluous woalth at 
Persia's disposal. 

(b.) Asa result of the rigid economy put into force in the various Government 
Dopartments, and the dismissal of several hundred employees, the Persian 
expooted to see the national budget greatly improved. But actually. the 
revenues of the Stato during the first year of American supervision ‘aro 
going to show a loss of some 3} million tomans, in comparison with th 
revenues of the last year before the Americans arrived, ‘This is, quite 
enough proof for the average Persinn of the incompetence of the alvivers 
who have been sent here, and without taking the trouble to enquiro into 

the reasons of this deficit, they immediately begin to abuse the advisors 

roundly both in conversation and in the newspapers, 


All the above are contributary causes to the unpopularity of the American 
advisers, the forces arrayed against them are strong, and are drawn from all classes 
and conditions of Persian society. It will, [ think, require all the strength of a strony 
Government to combat these forees, aud great patience and strength of charactor wil 
have to be shown by the advisers themselves in order that this opposition may gradually 
be overcome. 

G1. HL 
Tehran, December 22, 1923. x 





[E 1126/10/34) No. 51. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Ourzon of Kedleston.—(Reevived February 5, 1924.) 
(No. 611) 
My Lord, Pehran, December 27, 1923. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, with reference to my despatch 


No. 443 of the 4th October, copies. of the fourth quarterly report of the American 
Adininistrator-General of the Finances." 


* Nob printed. 
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Your Lordship will observe that progress has been made in the various taske 
undertaken by the American advisers, and that the system introduced by them for tho 
collection and dishnrsement of revenues is being applied as steadily as possible. ‘The 
{wo principal points of interest in this report are, however, in my opinion, the revelation 
of the difficulties enconntered by the American advisers, to which T drew attention in 
my above-mentioned despatch, and the necessity in which Ir, Millspaugh evidently 
finds himself of rebutting the accusations made by Persians against his methods and 
his administration. 

‘Dhe second point is the effort made by the American advisers to compel recalcitrant 
taxpayers to. discharge their obligations to the Imperial Government. ‘The most 
difficult case in this connection was that of the Bakhtiari, and there could be no more 
eloquent testimony to the value and the soundness of the policy adopted by His 
Majesty's Legation in this regard than Dr. Millspaugh’s own comments on the importance 
and advantage to the Persian Government of the agreement eventually reached with 
the khang, as well as of Dr. Millspaugh’s personal satisfaction with that result (see 
pp. 85-40), Since then, as your Lordship ix aware, the even more important question 
of the revenues of the Sheikh of Mohammerah oud his arrears of taxation bas, been 
settled by: the conclusion of a binding agreoment, and in this ease also it is possible to 
say that without the friendly and energetic assistance of this Legation the attainment 
Of the result acquired would have heen more than problematical. 

Timay be permitted further to draw your Lordship’s attention to certain special 
questions :— 


Page 10: the question of foreign employees of the Persian Government (seo my 
dospatch No, 5412 of the 23rd November, 1928). 

Pages 26 and 27+ the difficulties which have arisen between the American advisers 
‘nd the Belgian employees in regard to the application of the ‘Treasury general law. 

Pages 47 to HL: in rogard to the question of opium. 

Pages 52 to S4: regarding the diminution of indirect tax revenues. 

Pages 03 to G5; respecting the finances of the ‘Tehran municipality. On this 

1 Dr Millspaugh’s language is guarded. ‘The fact of the matter was that the 

nent of Mushit-ed-Dowleh sought to load on to the budget of the municipal 

oxpenditure for which no credits had been granted by the Majlis, and which was 
therefore irregular. Ono instance was an attempt to charge to the municipality, by 
direct Governmont order, the expenses incurred in entertaining some of the Trak 
hina, 

Pages 65 anil 66; differences between the Amorican advisers and the Belgi 
officials of tho postal service. 


Generally speaking, Dr Millspaugh’a report appears to bear out my previous 
surmise thnt the efforts of the Amorican advisors are almost exc concentrated 
on controlling the collection and disbursement of revenue and on establishing an 
équilibriuny betwveen revenue and expenditure before embarking on any fiscal policy. 
In othot respects the report seems to me to resemble an apologia rather than an account 
of stowardship. As regards the difficulties encountered by the American advisors and 
thoir rowing unpopularity among the Persians, I beg leave to refer your Lordship to 
my despateh No, 610 of even date. 

1 am forwarding copies of this despatch to the Government of India, His Majesty's 
High Commissioner at Bagdad, and to His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire. 

Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[B 1199/268/34) No, 52. 


Sir P. Lovaine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Pebruary 5.) 


(No. OL.) 
iy Lord, Tehran, December 31, 1923. 
IN referring your Lordship to my despatch No. 571 of the 4th December, I have 
the honour to transmit, herewith copy of a despatch No. 4502 of the Ist December 
from His Majesty's consul at Aliwaz, together with its two enclosures, which set, forth 
the terms on which the Sheikh of Mobkmmerah was able to sottle both the question of 
(he arrears of faxes due by him to the Persian Government up to the financial year 
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ending the 20th March, 1924, and also the assessment of yearly taxes due by him 
henceforth. 2 

‘As mentioned in my despatch No. 571, the Prime Minister took exception to the 
mention of the maintenance of troops other than Imperial Government, troops in the 
Aaresment for fature taxation ; thus all mention of the maintenance of the “ Beluch 
Regiment” has been struck out of that agreement. 

Thave, ko, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure:1 in No-52. 


Consul Peel to Sir P, Loraine. 


Sir, Awaz, December 1, 19} 

I HAYVE the honour to enclose for your information copies of two agreements 
concluded between his Excellency the Sheikh of Mohammerah aud Colonel MacUormack, 
Director of Internal Revenue, relating to (a) the unpaid revenues of his Excellency 
prior to No Rowz 1924, and (b) the direct and indirect revenues which will be payabl 
by him thereafter. 

Tt will be seen that the agreement regurding the arrears of revenue constitutes 

« fall and final clearanos by virtue of the special powers delegated to Colonel 
MacGormack for this purposs by the Imperial Government, ‘The agreement which 
deals with the direct and indirect revenues payable by the sheikh aa from 
Ni Rowz 1924 is, however, provisional and requires to be ratified by the Ministry of 
Finance and the Administrator-General of Finances Even then the agreement will be 
liable to modification if any new or additional taxes having the force of law are here- 
ltor imposed by the Central Government over the wliole of Persin, 

Tn order to safeguard the sheikh’s interests in such an eventuality Colonel 
MucCormack at first drafted the provisional agreement us follows :— 


After the word “ farmans” the words “such other taxes as” were insortod instead 
of “the indirect taxes.” Article 1 ended with the words * Beluch Regiment,” and 
articles 2 and 3 ran as follows — 


While this agreement remains in force should Ei additional 


taxes bo imposed by the Central Government: they will be collected in Arabistan, 
but the Ministry of Finance will discuss with his Excellency and endeavour to 
reach an agreement’ for the collection of such taxes by his Hxcellenoy, on behalf of 
the @ Government, within the regions under his juristiction. 

'3, Should the Central Government effect a chango in the system or rates of 
taxation which would render the present arrangement unprofitable to his 
[ixcelloncy ho shall haye tho right, to, request. a revision thoreof, otherwise this 
agreement wi in foreo until changed by mutual agreement. or abrogated 
‘on six months’ notice in writing by either of the parties hereto,” 


The whole of the alterations were made at the express request of his Excelleney, 
who appeared to think that the insertion of th clause providing for an annual increase 
in the amount of the consolidated revenue would render the Imperial Government 
reluctant to cancel the agreement. 

Thave, &o. 
i, G, B, PEEL, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 62. 


‘Agreement relating to Unpaid Revenues of the Sleikth of Mohammorah. 


Alcaz, Gliows 3, 1302 (November 25, 1923). 
THE following agreement is entered into between the Ministry of Finance and 
his Excelloney Sardar Aghdas -— 

His Excellency agrees to make an annual contribution to the Central 
Government of 150,000 tomans, to be paid in four equal instulments on 
the first day of the second, fh, eighth and eleventh months of the 
solar year, beginning with Sichghan 111, 1303, in full payment of the revenue 
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due under his farmans, the indirect taxes of Mohammerah and Abadan 
he now collects and the indirect taxes of Masseri which will be collected 
by him under this agreement. ‘The only deduction to be allowed for silaries, 
pension or expenses of any kind to be 20,000 tomans allowed on account of the 
salary of his Bxcellency and on account of the expenses of the Beluch Regiment. 
While this agreement remains in force the amount to be paid will be increased by 
1,000 tomans annually, 
“D. W. MacCorsack, 
“ Director of Internal Revenue. 

“Approved : 

** Administrator-General of Finances. 

“ Minister of Finance.” 


Copy for Sardari-Aghdas of arrangement that will be recommended to Ministry 
of Finance by me. 


D. W, MacCORMACK. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 


Agreement relating to Revenues payable by Sheikh of Mohammerah. 


Afwoas, Ghows 3, 1302 (November 25, 19 

BY virtue of the authority vested in me by the Ministry of Finance and che 
‘Administrator-General of the Finances and in consideration of a total payment of 
500,000 tomans (100,000 tomans of which has been received in cash, the balance 
to bo paid in twenty annual instalnents on the first day of Ghows each year, 
Doginning with 1903, through the Mohammerah branch of the Imperial Bank 
of Porsia), I hereby’ give w full and complete clearance of alll taxes of every 
description’ up to the end of the year Tangooz III, 1902, to his Excellency Sardar-i- 
Aghdas, 

Bu neeeptance of thiy clearaucy by his Excollency shall constitute » quittanee. of all 
clainw against the Government on recount of pensions and expenses of every kind up 
to the end of Tangoos, 1302, 

mMhis clearings may not be rendered invalid except by failure to make the 
payments specified herei 
D. W. MacCORMACK. 
Director of Internal Revenue, 
Witnesses : 
Suutay Mowanstap Aacmny, 
Homvyoon, 





[ 1192/807/84) No. 58: 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Pebruary 5.) 


0.1, 
fy La, Telran, January 2, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour, with reference to my telegram No, 422 of the 
19th December, 1923, to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying copy of a note 
Which T-addrested to’ the Porsian Prime Minister on the 18th ultimo, aoquainting his 
Highnoss with the reductions of the British troops stationed on the Persian Titoral 
Gf the Persian Gulf which were sanctioned by your telegram No, 244 of the 
Lith December, 

T handed this note myself to Serdar Sepah, who read it. very attentively, and said 
that'in his opinion-the measure taken by His Majesty's Government would be of the 
greatest benefit to their. policy in this county, He mont on tomy that a 
Eingeatulatory telegram on tho subject lind already been received from the 
Pasian Minister in London, who had told him that, thi decision had been facilitated 
by the friendly relations which had been established between him and myself, 
The thanked rae very siucerely for this further proof of friendship, and remarked 
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that public opinion in this country, which from ignorance had often misconstrued 
the actions of His Majesty's Government, would ‘be most favourably atfected by 
this decision, which he regarded as one of the most important steps taken by His 
Majesty's Government for a long time and one likely to enekt Anglo-Persian 
relations in a very high degree.” His Majesty’s Government, he said, could rest. 
‘assured that nothing but good would come of it, and he gave his word that so Jong as 
he remained alive he would guarantee that British political prestige and British 
‘commercial interests in South Persia would not, suffer the slightest diminution by reason 
of this action. 

1 thanked his Highness for this assurance and said that I would have much 
pleasure in_ transmitting it to your Lordship ; Lexpressed the hope that the mark of 
confidence in his Highness which His Majesty’s Gaverneen had thus given would 
permit a cea Ge of the former friendly relations between the two countries. Serdar 
Sepah observed that what were known as the old friendly relations had often been 
yrompted by necessity and perhaps had only been superficial ; what he wished to attain 
in the future was areal and durable feet based on mutual esteem and respect, 

‘Availing myself of the latitude which your Lordship was so good as to leave me in 
regard to the manner of acquainting the Persian Governmeny with this decision, 1 based 
it on the removal of the conditions which had necessitated the original despatch of the 
troops, thanks to the growth of the Persian army under Serdar Sepah's leadership and 
the measures which it had taken to create and maintain security in Southern Persia. 
[think that this was most likely to make an appeal, not only toSerdar Sepah’s personal 
felings and pride, but aleo to public opinion in general. 

‘bog leave likewise to,enclose herein copy of a note dated the 26th December from 
the Prime Minister expressing his thanks for the communication, 

Lam forwarding copies of this despatch to the Government of India, His Majesty's 
High Commissioner at Bagdad and to’ Tis Majesty's consul- general at Bushire, 

Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enolosure 1 in No. 58. 
Sir P, Loraine to Serdar Sepah. 


M, le Président du Conseil, Peliran, December 18, 1923. 

BY a noto dated the 2th November, 1922, addrewed to his Highnoss 
Kawam-es-Sultanoh, at that time President of the Council and Minister for Noreign 

Affairs, Thad the honour to acquaint the Imperial Persian Govornment with the views 
of His Majesty's Government regarding the British troops stationed at Bushite and the 
conditions in which they were prepared to consider the question of their withdrawal, 

since that date when your Highness yourself’ and other responsible 

‘an Ministers have expressed anxiety for a solution of this question, I have replied 

that my Government had undertaken to consider the matter ina friendly and 
conciliatory spirit, and that [should not fail to acquaint tho Persian Government with 
the decision eventually reached. 
_ His Majesty's Government now consider that, thanks to considerable measure of 
internal seourity aud tranquillity which has been created and maintained by the 
rworganised Persian army under your Highness's leadership and personal inspiration, tho 
conditions which necessitated the despatch of British troops in 1911 and again in 1913 
to Bushite for the protection of British lives and property in that city and its immediate 
neighbourhood against uncontrolled and turbulent local tribesmen of the vicinity, have 
now been corrected by the authority established by the Imperial Persian troops, and they 
jive therefore decided to withdraw the main body of British troops from Bushire and 
to revert to the situation which existed before 1911 ‘There will then only remain at 
Bushire the customary guard of sixty-one men for His Majesty's Residency and 
consulate-general. 

Sinilarly, at Bunder Abbas the present foree of vighty-nine officers and men will 
be withdrawn, only leaving a detachment of sixteen men, a3 before 1911, a5 a guard for 
His Majesty’s consulate. 

The arrangements for the withdrawal of these troops are in the hands of the 
Government of India, and the date fixed for its execution will be notified to your 
Highness as soon as I have been acquainted with it, 

{116903 & 
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T feel assured that your Highness will appreciate the mark of confidence in the 
Persian army and its leaders which is implied in this decision, no Jess than the friendly 
consideration of His Majesty's Government for the Government of which your Highness 
is the head, which has prompted its adoption. P 

Tuvail, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 53. 


Serdar Sepah to Sir P, Loraine. 
M. le Ministre, December 26, 1923. 

T HAVE received with honour your Excellency’s note of 26th Ghaus (18h Decem= 
bex), and taken note of the decision of the British Government to withdraw their 
troops from the southern ports, Your Excellency is aware that for a long 
past the Imperial Government has been asking for the withdrawal of the above- 
mentioned troops, Much gratitude is now felt that by your good offices and the 
goodwill of the British Government the request of the Imperial Government has, as it 
‘vas expected from the good relations between the two Governments, been acceded to, 
and I lope you will inform me as soon’as possible of the date of the departure of the 
troops in qiiestion and to convey the thanks of my Government to that of yours, 

Tavail, ko, 
REZA. 





[B 1196/1/94) 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received February 5.) 


(No, 11.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 5, 1924. 

T HAD the honour to inform your Lordship by telegram No. 436 on the 
Bist Decomber last that attention was gain being devoted to the question of railway 


construction in Persia and 1 enclige herewith a mapt of the country, on which certain 
i 


railway lines are drawn, ‘These lines are drawn from memory from a map which has 
Tntely been suspended on the wall of the office of the present Prime Minister in 
army headquarters, 

tho scheme is of course highly pretentious and absurdly exaggerated for a 
country whose financial and economic resources are nil, but it serves to. show that, 
Serdar Sepal is alive to the advantages of railway construction and is seriously 
considering it in all its possibilities, Not only the Government, but also the various 
political: parties are eagerly discussing it, and, from reports which are reaching me, 
the American advisers and even some American firms are interesting themselves in 
the project It would therefore, in my opinion, be as well for the Persian Railway 
Syndicate to choose a competent representative and send him out without undue 
delay. 

“When paying my regular weekly visit to the Prime Minister on the 2nd January, 
I.told him that many rumours were reaching mo of impending railway construc 
the conatry, and I aaked him frankly what his ideas were, 

‘He replied that he found it ubsolutely imperative for Persia to bave railways, and 
ho refurred to the map which ho had at army headquarters. He added that of course 
itsrns an ideal, bub that there were, to bis tind, four lines of great importance, In 
order of merit, they were : 

1, ‘Tehran to Mobammerah vid Sultanabad, Burujird, Khorremabad and Shuster, 

2, Teliran, Kazvin, Tabriz and Maku, 

8, Tehran, Isfahan, Yezd, Kerman and Duzdap, 

4, Tehran to Khorasan, 


T then asked him to whom he was going to apply to build these lines and he 
replied that he was thinking of offering them to American companies, but added that, 
jf British companies algo wished to participate, there would be no objection, provided 
that the company was American in name. He thought that would be » satisfactory 
issue, I replied that it might be satisfactory to him, but that it was not tome. On 


* Not reproduced, 
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his requesting the reason, I told him that, as he liked me to talk straight to him, I 
was going to do s0, and the reason of my dissatisfuction was that a British syndicate 
already had an option on one of the lines he mentioned and that, moreover, 'did not 
see why a British company should be asked to come in clandestinely as the junior 
partuer in an American undertaking; to my mind, it should rather be the reverse, 
[ was getting quite tired of seeing British enterprise cold-shouldered for so-called 
political reasons and in the fear that some sort of quid pro quo would have to be given 
to Russia, If the Persian Government did not trust Russia, that was no reason Wh: 
Great Britain should suffer, and surely he could distinguish by now who were his 
country’s friends. Tf, moreover, he wanted proofs, I need only refer him to tho 
xtreme forbearance and disinterested friendliness which His Majesty’s Government 
iad shown in many recent matters, ‘To quote only a fow, there was the question 
of the eustoma tariff; the unpaid and, indeod, vurscogiised dobts;, the withdrawal 
of British troops. It was really time that he recognised our uniform attitude of 
friendliness and the help we had given. 

He replied that he agreed with every word I said, that he himself knew that 
iad it not been for our help he could never have done what he had, but at the same 
time the situation which he had been able to bring about) was not: disadvantageous) to 
us. Unfortunately he was not able to do exactly as he would like; he was beset: with 
many difficulties, which he could only overcome gradually and that he had to go 
warily. He asked His Majesty’s Government to be patient with him and begged they. 
would not refuse, and hoped the day was not far distant when he wonld be able to 
content me by ofering one of these lines, 

Itold him I well knew he had a difficult, task to perform and that what 1 had 
ssid was not in any way in the nature of a threat, but simply a frank and straight 
forward expression of my own views, 

I think this straight talk from my side made him reflect on the stupidity and 
injustice which it had become a habit of successive recent Cabinets to mete out to every= 
thing British, always from fear of some political chimera which only exists in tho 
vivid imagination of the Persian. I believe that Serdar Sepah is comparatively free 

vm such impressions, but at the same time a straight, talk to him on oocision may 
a8 an invigorating tonic and may be of great bonefit to our mutual relations. 
m forwarding copies of this despatch to tlhe Government of India, His Majesty's 
High Commissioner at Bagdad and to His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire 
Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





(B 1137/265/34] No. 55. 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received February 5.) 
(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Tehran, January 5, 1024. 

BY iy telegram No. 390 Thad the honour to acquaint your Loniship with the 
nesult of my interview with his Highness Serdar Sepah on the 27th November lust, in 
the course of which I pointed out to his Highness how ill-advised and uncalled-for had 
been the Persian Government's action in addressing to me a ote so discourteous in 
tone and based on such erroneous information as that which had been sent me on the 
16th November in regard to the presence of British warships at the mouth of the 

sun River. T beg Tete to enclose hersin py. in translation of the note in 
question, 

Your Lordship will already be aware from my despatch No. 573 of the steps which 
Thave taken to ensure that the Persian Government shall be acquainted at regulur 
intervals with particulars of the British men-ofwar actwily stationed in the Porsian 
Sulf, 

There is one other point in connection with this incident which is perhaps worthy 
of mention. At the time when the above-mentioned interview took place 1 understood 
that the facts were as reported in my telegram No, 386 of the 24th Nevenbat namely, 
that only two British warships—H.M.S. “Crocus” and “Cyclamen” —had entered 
Persian waters off Mohummerah during the month of November, and that neither of 
them had remained there for more than a day. 

. ‘This information was derived from a telegram sent to me on the 281 November, 
in reply to my enquiries, by His Majesty's cousul-general at Bushire, On the 
[11690] ne 








52 


rd ultimo, however, I eosived a futher telegram from ‘Colonel Trevor stating that, a8 
a result of a personal investigation at Mohammerah into the movements of the two 
loops, ho. found thit certain details given, in his previous telegram, which had 
hoor extracted from the material then available at Bushire, had been reported in 
coo and that HLMS. “Crocus” and “Cyclamen” had in fact arrived at 
Mohaminerah together on the Slat October and had remained there until the 
Sth and 4th November respectively. Otherwise his previous report ou the subject had 
been correct. 

‘The fast that the vessels’ sojourn at Mohammerah was prolonged for a fow days 
does not essentially affect the issue which was joined, and Ihave therefore not 
considered it necessary to enlighten the Persian Government on this point. 

Thave not yet received any modified edition of Zoka-ul-Mulk’s note. | This is not 
a mattor of very great importance, as, if ho prefers to leave it as it stands, there is 
plenty of material available for answering it, From subsequent conversations which the 
Frontal seorotary and I have had with Zoka-ul-Mulk it appears, however, that 
the iden on which the request for the withdrawal of His Majesty's ships was based was 
that the Karun River upstream from its confluence with the Shatt-el-Arab is a Persian 
inland waterway which foreign warships require special permission to enter, in which 
‘mao tho Persian Government would regard Mohammersh as a fluvial port and not as a 
geaport where foreign. ships havo access to territorial waters under the general rules of 
international usage. 

His Excellency may advance this contention, and T should be, glad to know. what 
view His Majesty's Government would take Thave described his meaning as 
fest Teould, and. believe what is written above represents what he had in mind, but I 
cannot be absolutely certain, as his laoguage was not altogether clear. He also brought 
forth in conversation the contention that the presence of a foreign warship in Persian 
inland waters was equivalent to the presonce of foreign military detachment on 
Persian soil, 1 have, howover, drawn his Excellency's attention to. the relevant 
sma ges of Wheaton's International Lavy,” which appear to demo sh this argument, 

have, &o. 


& 
PERCY LORAINE, 


——— 


Enclosure in No. 55. 


Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Sir P. Loraine 
‘Trauslation.,) 
I, le Ministre, Aghrab 22, 1902 (November 15, 1023). 
"ACCORDING to information received, four British warships have entered, the 
Karun River on the Sth instant (Ist November, 1928) and have anchored at 
Mohininmerah opposite the office of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and also opposite 
‘Abidan. Your Exeelleney would certainly admit. that the entry of warships, in, the 
tate of penco, to the ports and internal waters of any Government is forbidden 
focording ‘to the intornational tenets, and this step of the naval authorities of the 
Hitish, Govertiment isu breach of the right of Persian sovereignty and in defixnes of 
the existing mutual relations between our Governments, and iny Government objects to 
it, Lheg therefore to request your Fxeellenay to be kind enough to notify. the proper 
quarters to withdrew at once the warships in question from the Karun iver, and to 
H rhenr in future from allowing such vessels to entor Persian ports or waters. 
Tavail, &o. 
ZOKA-UL-MULK. 





No. 56. 
Mr, MacDonald to Sir P, Loraine (Tehran). 


[iB 1044/617/34) 


ie 43.) 
Teloyraphic) 
ERSTAN Government's debi to His Majesty's Government. 
T do not think the present moment is opportune for the action proposed in. your 
telegram No, 36 of S1st January, 
‘Aotion is being taken in the sense suggested in your telegrams Nos. 87 and 39 of 
Sist January. 


Foreign Ofice, February 5, 1924. 
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[E 1104/45/34] No. 57. 


Mr. MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


(Telegraphic.) 
‘YOUR telegram No, 42 of nd February. 
_ Before deciding to take astion on the Ties suggested T prefer to await, your 
arrival here for the purpose of consultation, and for the present you should limit: your 
‘ction to making the communication to the Persian Prime Minister suggested in the 
first paragraph. 


Foreign Office, February 5, 1924. 





(E 1027/1/34] No. 58. 


Foreign Ofice to the Persian Railtoays Syndicate. 


Sir, x Foreign Ofice, February 5, 1924, 
TAM directed by Mz. Seoretary Ramsay MacDonnld to omierreuareie ct 
your letter of the Sist ultimo relative to tailway construction in Bersia, and to state 
that he concurs in your syndicate’s proposal to get into touch with the American group 
which is said to be negotiating with the Persian Government. He considers, however, 
that it would be batter for your syndicate to do so independently of this Department, 
Tam, &o. 
D. G, OSBORNE, 





[E 1225/27/34) No. 59. 


aes Sir P, Loraine to Mr. MacDonald, —(Received February 7.) 
0, 50. 
(Telegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 31. 
Prime Minister informs me that no instructions have been issued by him’ for 
Government troops to assume guard of oilfields and that officer commanding had. seu 
‘a small detachment of troops amongst tribes to prevent disorders arising out of quinn 
between Hafan and Chararlang wection, which might huye spread to vicinity of fields, 
"Prine Minister considers; however, that present. guarding arrangement. is not 
satisfactory, and expresses hope that after exchange of views better permanent 
arrangements eats be made in interests of both Persian Government and Oil Company. 
(Repeated to India.) 


Peliran, Rebruary 7, 1924, 





[E 1229/271/84) No. 60. 


The Marquess of Orewe to Mr. MacDonald-—(Receined February 8.) 

(No, 293, 

__. HIS Mojesty’s Ambassador at, Paris prosents his compliments to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to. transmit 
Horwith copy of a note from the Ninety for Foreign Affairs respecting jurisdiction 
in Pereia. 


Paris, February 7, 1924. 


Enclosure in No, 60. 
Note from Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


PAR sa note du 12 décembre dernier, VAmbassade britannique a bien voulu 
rippeler ses précédentes communications concernant la question des droits capitulaires 
dont certains Etats européens jouissent.en Perse, lle exprimait le désir du Gouverne- 


oat de Sa Majesté de connattre opinion du Gouvernement de la République sur co 
jot. 
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Les ressortissants francais jouissent en Perse, notamment au point de vue de la 
juridiction, dun régime spécial qui repose & Ja fois sur un long usage et sur les 
stipulations en viguenr entre la France et la Perse, 

Dang les affaires civiles, l'article 5 du ‘Traité franco-persan de 1855 fixe lui-mémo 
Io régime juridictionnel, des ressortissants francais, dans les termes que eonnait lo 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté. 

En ce qai concerne les affaires pénales, il convient de remarquer que le Traité de 
lurkmarchal contonait, notamment au sujet de Vexécution des condamnations, des 
dispositions inapplicables en France, et le régime, dont les ressortissants frangais sont 
fondés i se prévaloir, résulte d’usages do beaucoup antérieurs au Traité russe de 1828 
et n’ayant, jamais cossé d’étro observés aprés comine avant ce traité. C'est ainsi quo, 
en matidre pénale, la juridiction persane ue connatt de différends intéressant les 
ressortissants frangais qu'avec Vassistance de Yautorité consulaire frangaise, 

Si le Gouvernement porsan venait, en quelque occasion, & soulever la question des 
droits des Paissancos européennes intéressées, il y nurait ayantage A ce que celles-ci 
Sentendissont pour observer uno attitude commune et & cet égard le Gouvernement de 
la République sera heureux do se joindre 4 celui de Sa Majesté britannique. 


Paris, lo 6 féorier 1924. 


No, 61. 


Mr. Chilton to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received February 9.) 
‘No. 47.) 
‘elographic) BR. 
‘OUR telegram No. 98, 
‘Standird Oil Company made public on 5th February a correspondence exchanged 
with an individual in Montana who had asked for information regarding their alleged 
association with a British syndicate for the purposo of excluding an American firm from 
A ootoumion on eactain tits in Persia, tn reply, Standard Oil Company gave: short 
history of their arrangement with Anglo-Persian Oil Company for joint de opment of 
‘onoession acquired by latter from earlier concessionnaites, and declared their intention 
to protect their rights and develop production in Persia. 
As counterblast to this action of Standard Oil Company, Persian Minister 
‘at Washington has caused publication in to-day's press of a lengthy letter dated 
7th February, giving his version of history of negotiations, He repeats statement 
complained of in your despatch No, 81 of 16th January to Tehran. ‘Text of th 
repetition is as follows:— 


Washington, February 8, 1924, 


“Dosirous of introducing healthy competition and shaking off economic 
domination of Great Britain and Russia, which sought to monopolise Persia’s 
resources, Government of Persia initiated nogotiations with Standard Oil Company 
of Now Jersoy in November 1921, with a view to inviting American enterprise in 
oxploitation of the five northern provinces!” 


Fall text of Mi 


v's letter, which upholds validity of Sinclair concession, follows 
by bug to-day. 


[B 1226/27/94) No. 62. 


Mr. MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran), 


page 


rapbic.) Ry Foreign Office, February 9, 1924. 
OUR telegram No, 50 of 7th Februnry: Protootion of oilfictds, 
Tam glad to learn that the Persian Priine Minister proposes to consult you before 
making any change. 
‘ou will no doubt keep Anglo-Persian Oil Company's representative informed of 
developments, in order that company may have an opportunity of stating their views, 
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[E 1218/386/34] Noi 63, 

Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Chition (Washington). 

(No. 266.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 12, 1924, 

‘THE substance of your telegram No. 36 of the 31st January relative to the recont 
evidence of American commercial activity in Persia was telegraphed to His Majesty's 
Ministor at Tehican, and T now transmit to you herewith copies of two telegrams® from 
Sir P. Loraine which relate to an endeavour now being mado by an American group 
to obtain a concession from the Persian Government for a railway from Mohammerah 
to Khorremabad and Tehran, 

9, T wish to draw your attention in this connection to Lord Curzon’s despatch to 
Sir A. Geddes No. 1338, Secret, of the 7th October, 1921, euclosing » memorandum 
respesting proposed railway construction in Persia, in which the position ocoupied, by 
this conntry in the matter is fully described. Sir A. Geddes was at the same time 
‘authorised to make use of the information contained in the memorandum, should he 
consider it desirable to do 80. 

3, His Majesty's Government have every desire to be perfectly frank with the 
United States Government, and I shall therefore be glad if you will take an early 
opportunity to discuss the matter with the State Department in the sense suggested by 
Sir P. Loraine in his telegram No. 48, You should also, if such action has not, already 
een taken, leave in the hands of the Secretary of State copies of enclosures 1 and 3 
in Lord Curzon’s despatch No. 1338 of tho 7th October, 1921. ‘Theso documents 

he information on British prior rights in Persia regarding railway construction 
it is desirable that the United States Government should bear in inind. 
Tam, &. 
J, RAMSAY MacDONALD. 





(E 1136/1/34 No. 64, 

Mr, MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 

No. 84.) 

Gree Poreign Ofice, February 13, 1924. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. L1 of tho 5th January relative to proposed 

railway construction in Persia, in which you report tho serious representations made 
rou to the Persian Prime Minister regarding the prior rights of tho Persian 
lays Syndicate based on the option granted to them in 1920. 

T approve the language held by you as reported in your despatch, and 1 
consider that His Majesty's Government cannot allow the Am in negotiations 
‘eported by you in recent telgrams to go on without recording a strong protest, and 
making: an attempt to secure at Teast share in any propose railway constriction in 
Persia. 

Ta 


um, &e, 
J, RAMSAY MaoDONALD, 





(E 1412/455/34) No. 65. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald. —(Recetved February 14.) 
(No. 62,) 
(Welegraphic.) 
‘OUR telegram No. 27. 
Prime Minister was sick last week, but came here this morning. Lepoke to him 
with complete frankness, pointing out how unsatisfictory position was, what a bad 
impression failure of Beran Goverament to settle any of our questions was producing 
‘and how matters had boon aggravated by recent rejection of two elainis, 1 told him 
‘you had sent for me personally in order to receive my report and form your opinion in 
Togard to Persian situation, that I was starting in about three weeks and that, if T had 
to draw same picture to you as I had to bim, your impressions could not be very 
favourable. 
Tusked him whether attempt could not be made before T left to got: some of these 
sources of friction and annoyance out of the way. 
* Nos. 48 and 49 of the 6th February (not printed). 
{u169¢] 4 


Tehran, February 13, 1924. 
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ghness repeated that one of the reasons for which he had accepted Presidency 
of Council was his geauine desire to clear up Anglo-Persian relations ; he adhered to 
this determination, and begged me not to think Persian Government wanted to evade 
its obligations, But before dealing with big questions, such as debt to His Majesty's 
Government, he wanted to know what was going to be the general attitude of the 
present British Government, whether they ‘vould fisist on full payment, whsther they 
would come, part of the way to mest Persia and take her point of view into friendly 
account. 

‘As regards debt, I said that there were two questions: Was money owed and 
could it be paid? Tould get no auswer to first question, and without it second could 
not be treated. Laid that if Persia acknowledyes her indebtedness to this country 
would myself endeavour to see that final sottlement was compatible with Persia’s 
capacity to poy. General altitude of His Majesty's Government would undoubtedly 
depend to a large extent on what I reported in London, 

At my suggestion Prime Minister agreed to a mixed commission to examine bofore 
rmy dopastitre principal outstanding; questions, settle some if possible and seek a gromid 
‘of settlement in the case of others requiring more time. His Highness will represent 
Porsinn Government, assisted by Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister of Finance, 
‘and first mooting will take place 16th February on a fixed agenda ; both he and I have 
th right to call in our experts for any particular question. 

(Gout to India.) 





(iH 1264/44/84) No. 66. 


Mr. MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 86.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, Rebruary 14, 1924. 

IN my predecessor's despatch No. 31 of the 16th January you were requested to 
draw tho attention of the Persian Government to the activity of the Persian Minister at 
Washington, at whoso request an Amorican newspaper had published a yholly 
extoneous and exceedingly objectionable statement regarding British policy in the past 
in connection with foreign enterprise in that country. 

2,1 transmit to you herewith a copy of a telegram® from His Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires at Washington reporting the publication in America of asocond and even 
moro objectionable. letter from Mirza Hussoin Khan Alahi which has beon widely 
reproduced in the English press. 

3, I liye since received your telegram No, 01 of the 12th February drawing my 
attontion to the matter, and in reply Lhave instruotedl yon by telegram to make strong 
representations to the Porsian Prime Minister in protest against the publication by a 
rwsponsible Persian diplomatio rupresentativo of statements rogarding Great Britain 
which aro entirely devoid of truth, and T shall. be glad to hear from you, in due course, 
that the necessary action has bean taken by the Persian Government to prevent a 
recurrence of such incidents, 

Lam, &o, 
J, RAMSAY MacDONALD. 





(1B 1496/27/84) No. 67. 


waceny, S02 Perino ir MorDonali Reseed Bray 18) 

fo. 63. 

{sk hie) Tehwan, February 14, W924. 
SESE fetageans No, 29. ae Ae 
have discussed mattcr with Primo MGnister. 

Tb haa boon agroed that matter of guarding shall be thoroughly disoussed between 
foonatl ae Abrweds oll: odmapany represcntative ‘und comoinder of troops, and that Gna 
Arrangonients proposed eball bo subaitted to Prime Minister and myeolf before being 
put into execution, 

Prime Minister thizks that arrangements may be completed by Persian New Year. 

(Bent to India.) 
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[B 1412/456/34] No. 68. 
‘Mr. MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 


(No. 43. 3 
na 5 Ue) Foreign Office, Rebruary 15, 1924. 
“FOUR telegram No. 62 of 13th February Anglo-Persian relations, 
T approve your action, You may inform Persian Prime Minister cesordingly, and 
ad that T shall most certainly be guided in forming my opin n about the present 
Persian Government by the attitude which he aud is colleagues adopt in the 


forthcoming discussions, and by your report to me on your arrival here, 





[1B 1946/255/34) No, 69. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received March 4:) 


N 8, Secret. 
{ear aee 2 Pehran, Tanuary 7, 1924. 

*T'HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of intelligence 
summary No, 52 for the week ending the 29th Decomber last, compiled by the military 
attaché to this Legation, mia 


ko, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


— 


Enclosure in No, 69. 
(Secret. 
Bei Intelligence Summary No. 52 for week ending December 20, 1923. 


Primo Minister. Egan 

DM. Hakimoy loft ‘Tehran on the 23rd December for Resht to resume his dutios 
‘as Rivssian consul, He was accompanied by a Russian cinoma oporator named 
Yestyanchikoy, who is returning to Moscow. 


Azerbaijan. ace 

8, Tabi With reference to paragraph 7 in Inst wook’s summary, His Majesty's 
consul at Tabriz reports that two German aviation experts have recently visited it 
te eee about the construction of an aerodrome and other arrangements for establishing 
tn aie route, Local reports state that the air service Tiflis Tabriz Tehran is to be 
jnaugorated in May 1924 for-mails and passengers, and that the machines are to be of 
German type with German pilots. a i 

Taal elections for Deputies for the new Majlis are in full swing, and are 
proceeding without disorder. K r 3 

S ‘The Russian cousul-general at ‘Tabriz has cancelled his promise to the 
“Architnandeite at Erivan to repatriate respectable Armenians to the Caucasus, 


‘Transeaucasia, pe hy 

6 An informant, usually reliable, states tat the Baku-Batum and Tabriz Tiflis 
Datum routes 40 Europe aie practically closed for Huropean travellers, the Russian 
authorities granting transit visas only under very special circumstances. | He considers 
this to be due to the increased friction between Russian and Turkish authorities after 
the Erivan “incident mentioned in paragraph 17 of last week’s summary, which has 
since been confirmed. eae 

He states that Dubion, a member of ‘Trotski's staf, visited ‘Tiflis for three days a 
short while ago and then proceeded to Batum, an 

“Turkish sepresentatives ure reported to have been withdrawn from ‘Tiflis and Baku, 
as well as from Erivan, F 

Tnformant states that the Turks are repairing the Kari-Rrzerum railway and 
reviving the coal-mines at Olti, 
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7, Reports received from Baku state that several raids by armed bands have been 
made recently on the Baku-Petrovsk railway line, the latest taking place on the 
17th and 18th Decomber, when trains were held up and looted. 


Rugsia. 

8, Arrivals from Russia report that the weather forthe past three weeks has been 
extraordinarily mild, and that the ice on the Volga had broken up and had come down 
the river; doing considerable damage to piers and vessels. ‘The river usually does not 
thaw until the end of March, and the thaw to take place at the end ot December is 
almost unprecedented. Lack of snow and the premature “ forcing” of the erops by the 
uniseasonable warm weather are likely to result in a very poor harvest and a scarcity of 
water next summer, 


Tehran, 


9. With reference to paragraph 24 of Inst week’s summary, an anti-British 
demonstration took place in the city on the 24th December to sympathise with the 
‘Aighians at their treatment by the British, ‘The demonstration consisted of a erowd of 
sotto 600 persons, headed by Khalissi Zadeh and Agha Sheikh Sadik marching to the 
Afgha Logation, where an address was presented to the Afghan Minister, who replied 
in euitable torms, The procession then visited the Prime Minister at, his house, A 
report of the speeches made is given in an article published in the newspaper “ Peikan”” 
(aso Appendix, p. 3"). 

‘Tho demonstration was a failure, and aroused no enthusiasm amongst the population, 
‘Tho procession included a number of school teachers, members of the ‘Union of 
Workinon,” and several merchants, ight black flugs were carried, inscribed “ Don't 
sleep, but awake,” and Arise and unite against the actions of the Britis 

'A resolution was passed to send telegrams to the Afghan Government and to 
‘Mustafa Kemal 

‘Tho demonstration was organised by the following individuals :-— 
@ Khalissi Zadeh, 
b.) Saba, editor of the “Sitara Tran.” 
(G.) Hajji Mehti Biroakta, » merchant. 
(at) Agha Mahmoud,» merchant, 
(e) Sheikh Assadulla Karaghani, « mullab, 


‘Those five persons are the promoters of the anti-British newspaper "* Lavai-Bein-i- 
Nahrein.” 

10, Khalissi Zadeh visited Moheyyeddin Pasha, the Turkish Ambassador, on the 
26th December and expressed strong pan-lslamic and anti-British views. He was 
given a very cold reception, and expressed himse much dissatisfied with the interview. 

11, Colonel Reza Guli Khau, Chief Finance Officer in the War Ministry, returned 
fo‘Tehran on tha 20th December ftoin Tabriz with three motors filled with valuables 
confiscated from Tkbal-es-Sultaueh, the ex-Sultan of Maku. 

12, davad Boy joined the Turkish Legation during November as second seoretary. 
Ho speaks Russian and French, 

18, Me. Soper, tho local representative of the Sinclair Company, which has 
obtained the North Persian Oil Concession, is reported to be leaving Tehran in a month's 
tine for Paris to discuss business matters with the representatives of the firm of 
Nobel and Co, 

14, Sulsiman Mirza, the Minister of Education, opened a new law college in 
Mohran on the 24th December. ‘Twenty-five students have already been accepted, 
The opening ceremony was attended by the Prime Minister and all members of the 

inet 

15, Valedin, oriental seoretary to the Russian Legation, in conversation a few 
days ago, stated that the Russian Legation had heard — 

(a) That tho British had strengthened greatly thelr intelligence system during the 

four months; 

(b.) That they thought that the British had aa agent in the Russian Legation, but 

thot they lind been quite unable to locate hima; and 

(¢) That they had tried fo plant an agent in the British Legation, but had been 

‘unsuccessful, 


‘As regards (¢), niany efforts linve been made during the past year. 
* Not printed. 
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as issued orders that all reserves of arms in charge of 
the provinces, are to be handed over to the 
00 rounds A.A. have been taken over from 


ry. 
siting November to boycott alll Swiss 
Switzerland and the dequittal of his 
assailant. 
1g. Anti-British articles in the local press und in the Russian Logation news-sheot 
(Rosta’) have been more frequent: during the past week, ‘Tho majority deal with 
\nglo-Afghan relations, Examples are given in the Appendix.* 


Luristan. 

19, A report, which gives no details, has been recsived from Khorremabad to the 
effect that the “ Ahn” Persian infantry regiment: had been attacked by, Turs and haa 
suffered heavy casualties, including four offers Killed. 

Two regimenta have been ordered to proceed from Hamadan to Khorremabad as 
reinforcements, 

20, ‘Telographio communication has been established between Khorremabad and 
Burujird. 


Mazanderan. 
31, Bunder-i-Gaz—A Russian consular agent bas been appointed at Hassan Guli, 
who registers members of the Turkoman tribes, Jafar Bog and Atar Beg, a6 Russian 


subjects and issues passports to them. 

22, Barforush.—The German firm of Wonckhaus and Co, has opened w central 
office for Mazanderan at Barferush, 

‘08, ‘The German steamer “Isfahan” visited Meshed-i-Sar, Barforush and Bunder-i- 
Gaz on the 16th to the 18th December, unloading 25,000 pouds of German merchandise 
Sttke threo ports, ‘The goods included matahes, boots, nails, metal sheets, cloth and 


sugar, 
= M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 
‘Tehran, December 29, 1923. 





[E 1540/1540/34] No. 70. 
Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received February 19.) 


(io. 24) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 10, 1924. 

ON ‘reoipt of your Lordships telegram No; 196 of the 14th August, 1923, 1 
approached both the Persian Ministry for Foreign AMairs and my Huropean and 
‘Arhoriean colleagues with a view to secure the execution of your wishes in regard to 
the protocol for the reception of foreign representatives at the Court of Tehran, | As 
Tegerds point.3, Loffared the Minister for Foreign Affuirs the choice between insorting 
te word“ offofello” after “audience” in the text and making a declaration in writing 
in the senso of the oral declaration of Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, : ah 

‘Considerable delay ensued, during which T-did not fail to romind the Ministry and 
iny colleagues of the inatter, partly due to the fhet thav some of my colleagues avinited 
eee tiens from their Goverhments, Eventually I learned that the Belgian ropre- 
sentative was prepared to support me, the American and German were “tin accord with 
muy proposela” the Ttalian had alreaily notified to the Persian Government his Govarn- 
ents ucoeptance of the protorol, and the French was authorised to do #0. In view 
Uf the scant interest displayed by the other Governments inthe question, and of the 
dloparture of one of my supporters, the Belgian Chargé d'AGaires, t was clear that 7 
would hive to bear the brunt of the battle alone, je - 

Tn mmnerous conversations with two successive Ministers for Foreign Aduirs I 
found an unconquerable repugnance on the part of the Persian Government to make any 
alteration in their printed protocol, but, in reply to recent, remindors addressed by the 


© Not printed, 
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counsellor of this Legation to the head of the Protocol Department of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, a letter, of which copy is enclosed herein, has now been received ‘from 
that official. T have the honour to suggest to your Lordship that the purposes of His 
Majesty's Government would be adequately served if | were to address an official note 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs stating that Ihave forwarded to your Lordship a 
copy of Moaven-ed-Dowleh's letter, and have received in reply your instructions to 
signify His Majesty’s Government's acceptance of the new protocol, subject to the 
conditions laid down in that letter. T should at the same time circulate copies of 
the eter auto v9 my ucopen and Aner colleagues. 
shoul rateful to be informed graph whe ¥ rdshi vt 
cee ed by telegraph whether your Lordship approves 
Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 70. 


‘Moaven-ed-Dowleh to Mr, Monson. 
her Mr. Monson, Téhéran, le 13/5 janvier 1 
__ BN réponse 2 vos lettres respectivement dates du 21 décembre 193 
4 janvier 1924, jiai Vhonneur de vous faire connaitre quence qui concerne les 
fauidionoes privées; lo Ministre des Affaires étranighres est d’avis qu’il m’y aucun 
inconyénient A ce que les chofs de missions s'adreasent, lo eax échéant, directement au 
Palais, Quant A In premidre audiencs, vous savez bion que dans le passé olle a toujours 
6t6 fixéo le plus tOt possible, et il n'y a pos de raison pour que cette manitre d'agir ne 
soit pas observée dans Pavenir 
Veuillez, &e 
H, GARFARY MOAVEN-ED-DOWLEH. 





(H 1541/1541/34) No, 71. 


Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.— (Received February 19.) 


(So, 20,, Confidential) 

iy Lord, Tehran, January 10, 1924. 
IN Acoordance with the instructions conveyed by your Lordship's despate 
Giroular, of the 18th Octobe ate ratiraaton tony adea tal Gag 
Confidential, of the 10th Janu T have the honour to submit the following 
roport on the heads of diplomatic missions at the Court of Persia 


Afglianistan. 


Serdar Abdul Aziz Khan is said to have the rank of Special Ambassador. In view 
of the recently concluded treaty between Great Britain and Afyhianistan, I called on 
hhim on my arfival in Tehran in the same vay as on other duly accredited envoys. I 
have seen him on few occasions, as the tivo Legations do not have any points of common 
interest, and becuse I have found him illinforwed in regard to events in his own 
country, and a very poor conversationilist. Our relations inay be described as correct 
‘and outwardly affable, Since the tension between Afghanistan and Russia became 
rathor pronounosd a few months ago, his attitude has been more fiend; but frequent 
intercourse with him would serve io. useful purpose, ‘The Persians regard him as a 
vary stupid inan; have notiond nothing to contradict that opinion... . So far as 
T can judge, Serdar Abdul Auiz Khan has no knowledge whatsoever of jgoneral 
international politics, and few, if any, ideas in regard to the rble and duties of a 
diplomatic envoy. (1922) 

During 1926 the role of the Afghan Minister has become even moro effaced. 
practical osssution of Kemuilist intrigues in this country: has even deprived him of his 
{ise as an instrument of the Kemalist organisation, During the incident which 
happened at the Shib’s official reception of the Diplomatic Body at the Persian new 
year, Serdar Abdul Aziz Khan kept in line with myself and my colleagues in resisting 
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the. pretonsions of the Russian, Changé d’Affaires to occupy « specially pri lege? 
stton; although full explanations of what. was happening were given to him, 1 is 
Very doubtful whether he understood them. 


Franee. 

ML. Fernand Prévost departed on leave of absence in April, 1928 ; he has shown 
no sign of any intention to rejoin his post and J think that his return is most unlikely. 
Since his departure the French Legation has been conducted by M. Maurice Dayet as 
Chargé ’Affaires, a youthful French diplomatist with an agreeable Wnglish wife 
M, Dayat isnot lacking in intelligence and acquire his priaspal political ‘experience 
‘hen acting as the secretary of M, Seydoux in Paris, Although he professos in 
sOnversation with me a sincere devotion to the Anglo-French ntente, I huye reuson to 
Teliove that his attitude towards Great Britain is not. so friendly as he would wish it 
8 appear and: that he is. apt to engender suspicions of British policy. in Persia, 
Mt, Dayet is perhaps unduly impressed with the importance of his position here as 
French representative. 


United States of America: 

Rabbi Joseph Saul Kordfeld arrived in Tebran in April 1922, and presented his 
letters of eredence as United States Minister. Dr. Kornfeld is cortainly an interesting 

ality he tok a prominent pt in the domestic politics of the United States, an 
Wis credibly supposed that his appointment to. a Legation abroad was the roward of 
vuticee rerdtered to the Republican party during the last Presidential election. He 
‘vas offered the choice, he tells me, of quite a number of diplomatio missions, but 
Those Persia in the beligf that there was « task of real importance to bo accomplished 
there, 

T regret to find myself comple to modify in gomo respects the views in regard to. 
Dr, Kornfeld expressed in my previous report, Whether. | misjudged Dr, Kornfeld’s 
charasteristics or whether, as not infrequently happens, residence in Tehran and contact 
with the demoralising atmosphere of Oriental intrigue and obliquity has corroded his 
Character and warped his judgment, itis difficult, to say. T have, however, notioud w 


great diferencia my United States colleague during the last year, and T think itmay. 
Ro duo to disappointment and disillusionment in regard to the suecess which he had 
planned in his tind for his mission in Persia, T fancy that on arrival here he expeoted 
Th arouse a wave of enthusiasm for the United States and to acquire for his country 

niderant position both politically, industrially aud morally, in this country. | Me 


entnally harped on the theme that ifyou give Porsians a fair deal you would get one 
(tcturni from them, leaving the implication that Persia's neighbours hitherto had not 
acted in this spirit, aud that it only needed the arrival of an American monopolist of all 
the moral, apcal and civie virtues to lead Persia and the Persians into an everlasting: 
fhteousness. I think he now realises that his theories in regard to the treat 
Ihave niot stood the test of application, and he finds, somewhat to his 
Inaoyance, that the position of Great Britain in Persia, not only materially, but also 
tuorally, i not nearly so ahaken as he supposed, nor ueadly so easy to shake, ‘Lhe 
sult of this, Sf my conclusions be correct, hs eon, I uhink, an attitude of despair of 
the Persians, of olfended amour-propre, and of jealousy of Great Britain, T do sot 
tliak that De. Kornfeld would lend himself to any direct auti-British propaganda or bo 
capable of any direct anti-Brtish action, but To think that he has moved very far away 
fren the idew of Anglo-Amorican ei-operation in Persia and in the direction of exclusively, 
‘American action in the acquisition of industrial interests and tho spreud yenerally of 
American interests. 

My own relations with Dr, Kornfeld havo remained on a friendly footing, bub, 
having, noticed this, gradual change iu is outlooks, have not been able nor felt 
any inelination to digouss matters affeting Borsia with him as fully and as frankly as T 
swatoda, Morvover, in sovoral matters of collective incerest (o the Diplomatic Body 
ato the Powers enjoying capitulatory privileges, my United States colleague has shown 
marked tendeney to take an indepondent attitude and no particular desire to ageopt 
clutions satisfactory to the majority of his colleagues ; his criticisms have often been 
Relligent and intelligible, but they have rately been helpful 
Italy, 

‘At the beginning of 1925 the Italian Legution was still conducted by « Chargs 
@’Affuires, Signor Galanti, who was reported on in last year’s despatch, A now Minister 
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‘was appointed and arrived in the spring, Signor Cora, who had been for some time in 
the Italian Embassy in London, 

Signor Cora talks both English and French with fluency and accuracy ; he was in 
every, wny, a most agrevable colleague, and his sympathies, no doubt due to bis residence 
in England and a wide circle of acquaintance in London, are frankly Anglophile. 
Signor Vora, of course, did not have a great deal of work to do, but in such matters as 
Thad to treat with him T found his attitude to be intelligent, dignified, and in every 
way helpful, 

Signor Cort is. keou sportsman, plays polo and Tikes shooting: | His wife did not 
accompany him on arrival and was expected to reach ‘Tehran in the autumn, but, her 
coming was cancelled, 1s Signor Cora received a fresh appointment as Italian Minister 
se Miehn Hie ete ‘Tehrag on tho 11th December for his new post. His departure is 
aretly regina by everyone in Tein who ‘made his aequaintance, and especially by 
myself, 

YM Signor Galanti, not being wixious to make the journey westwards in the heat, 
remained on in ‘Tehran with his ehief and left for Romé in the early autunin op appotn 
ment to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Since Signor Cora’s departure the Italian 
Lagation has been in the clarge of Count J. de Monteforte, an Ttalian gentleman, who 
has always resided in Tehran and has for some time past been attached, I fancy ina 
more ot less honorary eupacity, to the Italian Legation. 


Germany. 

‘At the beginning of the year Herr Rudolf Sommer was still in charge of the 
German Legation, A’ report on Herr Sommer will be found in last year's despat 
Ho has latterly given me the most categorical assurances, which have been separatel 
reported to your Lordship, of his, complete abstention from any form of anti-Briti 
activity since the date of the armistice and of his endeavour to break away from the 
German war associations in this country with which he had, of course, been intimately 
connected at the time. 

‘Tho Gorman Minister, Count F, W, Schulenburg, arrived in tho early spring. He 
hind boon employed. in the German diplomatic and consular service by the foru 
German Empite and, amongst other places, had served in Madrid and Warsaw. 
Awolleducated and well-mannered man, with considerable experience of the world. 
His attitude towards myself hi moat friendly aud conciliatory, and, although we 
havo several times’ discussed in private conversation the events of the war and the 
Gorman policy which led up to thit catastrophe, T haye found him quite broad-minded 
on the mubject and entirely frve from any kind of rancour, 

Tmmodiately after, bis arrival in Tehran Count Schulenburg called on me and told 

‘it he wisliod to keop cleat of polities and that his relations with me should be on a 
basin of entite frankness, So fir as Tcan judge, he has acted np to these assurances. 
He is naturally on good terms with the Kussian Soviet representative, but more, I thin 
Dooatuse'a frieidly attitude towards M. Shumyatski is dictated by the present policy of 
the Gorman Government than by reason of any personal satisfaction that the 
Agquaintaes brings him ; indeed, he has told ue more than once that, M. Shumyatsk is 
fa inost difficult person to get on with or with whom to have any consistent relations. 

Cowuit Schulonburg went to Germany on leave for n couple of months at the end of 
the summer, leaving Herr Sommer onco more in charge of the Legation. Count 
Schulonbnrg, leads a single life in Tehran, and T believe that: some years ago he was 
divorood by his wite. 

Herr Sommer loft Tehran early in December on appointment as assistant to the 
Gorman consul-geveral at Kharkoy, in the Ukraine. 


Durkey: 

Nushet Bey was in, charge of the Turkish Embassy at the beginning of 1923. My 
relations with him remained as stated in the previous report. 

Muhi-ed-Dine Pasha, the Ambassador to Persia from the Grand National Assembly: 
at Angora, arrived in February, ‘There was some delay in arranging his reception by 
the Shah for the presentation of his letters of credence, as these documents were not 
couched in any language familiar to the Persian Foreign Olfice, uor did they emanate 
from the head of any State recognised by the Shah's Goverament. The dilhiealty was 
surmounted by the preparation of a speech fir the Sha to make in response to the 
‘Ambassador's address, which I believe His Imperial Majesty largely drafted himself, 
wwelooming Muhi-ed-Dine Pasha to the country as an Ambassador, but, not specifying 
what he represented in that: capacity. 
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During the interval after the first phaso of the Lausanne Conference, and so long as 
the negotiations continued after their recumption, I did not feel justified in taking any 
stops to make the acquaintance of the Turkish Ambassador. Afterthe signature of the 
Treaty of Lausanne, however, I wrranged to mest, bim at the German Legation, and we 
subsequently exchanged informal visits, ‘This attention was greatly. appreciated by 
Mubi-ed-Dine Pasha, who is enough of an old Turk to possess a nice understanding 
‘of international courtesies, Muhi-ed-Dine Pasha is a soldier, and was. frequently 
imprisoned and even exiled under the Hamidan régime for possessing what passed at 
that epoch for seditious ideas. During most of the war he was in the Yemen and Assir 
with Narkish troops and was, I believe, later on taken prisoner and conveyed to Egypt. 
‘As soon as he was released he joined Mustafa Kemal Pasha aud served in the arm: 
during the Kemalist campaign. "After the defeat of the Greeks he negotiated on bebulf 
of the Angora Government « commercial understanding with the French in Syria 

[find Mubi-ed-Dine Pasha a most agreeable man, with a toro nid of the 
French tongue, and ready to discuss any question with a frankness, indeed Imight almost 
sayanaiveté, quite unusual in an Oriental, His sentiments seem to be getting more and 
nore anti-Russian ; he tells me that, although he admires many things in the German 
people, he bears Germany a lasting grudge for having drawn Turkey into the vortox of 
the war and for the disasters with have since overtaken his country. With Persia and 
the Persians he is thoroughly disgusted ; he dislikes the place, the race in general, and 
the mullabs in particular, and says openly that he longs for the day when he will beable 
to turn his back on this country for good and all 

So far as Tean see, Mubi-ed-Dine Pasha has pursued a very steady policy and is, 
determined not to get himself mixed up in any Persian intrigues, So fir as British 
interests are concerned, his attitude has been quite correct, 

‘The Arubassidor is married, but deeply resents the fact that the women folk of the 
‘Turkish Embissy are obliged by Persian public opinion to remain veile 


Soviet Russia. 


warture of M. Rothstein in May 1922 this Legation has been directed 
hy M. Shumyatski. On the occasion of the Shab’s official’ reception on Persian Now 
Year's Day, 1928, M. Shumyatski, who then had only the rank of Chargé d'Aaires, 
jo an ineident and endeavoured to secure a separate audionee for himself and) the 
bassador befirs the reception of the leads of other foreign missions. ‘This 
mancouiyre was stoutly resisted by myself and my Allied colleagues and was defeated, 
As M, Shumyatski declined to be received in our compmny Goh Minisvor was ooorded| 
a separate audience, in order of to present. his felicitations to His Imperial 
Majesty. 
Shortly afterwards the Soviet Government demanded the ueceptance by the Persiin 
vernment ofa Russian Ambassador nt the Court of Persia ‘This demand was clearly 
to the above-mentioned incident and inspired by a desire to place the Russian 
ropresentative in Tehran in a position of permanent superiority to that of His Majesty's 
Minister, and it was backed up by. threats of the withdrowal of the Russian Legation 
to the Caucasus failing compliance by the Persian Governinent. ‘The Persian Govern- 
neat were very much frightened, but eventually held theii ground, and, while expressing, 
readiness to receive M, Shumyateki as a Minister, declined to wceopt an Ambassidor, 
The Russian treat was not carried into effect, and in the latter half of the su 
M. Shumyatski presented letters of credence accrediting him as plenipotentiary 
rupresontative of the Russian Socialist Federal Soviet Republic. ‘The Persian Govern- 
ment will gant hitn precedenes among Envoys Extrwordinary and Ministers Plenipo- 
toutiary, according to the date of presentation of his letters, Shortly after this 
ceremony M. Shumyataki left « card ou me at His Majesty's Legation, and 1 returned 
the civility, which was the first one offered to me by the Russia representative, 
Being still without the privilege of M, Sliumyatski’s acquaintance, Iam unable to 
form any first-hand opinion in regard to his abilities or characteristics. 


Belgium. 


___M. Polain, a secretary in the Belgian diplomatic service, who had arrived iu Tehran 
in September 1922 to take charge of the Belzian Legation after the departure of M. de 
Raymond, was still in charge on the Ist January, 1923, M. Polain hind, previously 
served in the Far East and Siam, He appeared’ to be friendly aud well disposed and 
professed « special affection for Great Britain, 
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‘Towards the end of the summer ML. Polain received information from His Govern: 
mont hut Barta. Villenfagne de Sorines had been transferred from the post of, Ministes 
tt Bangkok (0 Minister at ‘Tehran and would arrive in the early part of 1954, M, Polain 
Heer a ett thourrival of bis new chief, but obtained authority to hand over the car® 
of Belgian interts to the Ttalian Legation, after doing which he left for Burope with 
Iiis wife in the Inte autumn. 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





(I 1542/336/34) No. 72. 


Sin P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received Pebruary 1.) 


Very Confidential.) 
'y Lord, Pehvan, January 15, 1924. 

fort V6 the honour to transmit to your Lordship, with reference to my despatch 
No, Goo af the 27th December, 1928, copy of a memorandum. submitted to the Fersiay 
Ae. cmament by M, Le Molitor, Divestor-Ceneral of Persian Customs, on the subject of 
THe tars at present operating in Persis, which he was so good as to supply in strictest 
confidence to a member of my staff. 

Hence ave to deny your Lordship's attention to this able exposition of the methods 
canployed by the Russian Soviet, Goverument and the advantages they stand to gain by 
{ndafigite extension of their modus vivendi with Persia. 


T have, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


—— 


Mnelosure in No. 72. 


Memorandum by M. Molitor. 


LVAPPLIGATION du tarif de 1903 & In frontidre nord de Perse aoulive une 
question importante. - 

Hor Rouume perean Q cette frontibre considare comme marchandiaes de provenance 
russe aeaounpet at régime proviaoire du tarif de 1903 les marchandises fabriquéss en 
reas et golles qui sont nutionalisdes russes aproa_avoir été introduites en Russie par 
Fag pays d'iurope, puis omportéea en Pera® par les onganismes commersiaux russes 
{qi changent dventuelement Tes emballages et: marques. 

a eeryteo part, des marchandigos sont importdes en. Perse, par Je nord) renant 
Along on dautees pays eEurope ‘ransitunt par la Russie en vertu de faveurs 
f)piintes clo transit accords par Te Gouvernement des Soviets russes & des socistes de 
Byes eda trauaports europsennes, tello Ja faveur neaordde Ta Sooists dow 
‘Teangports par voie Auvialo russe ¢Harobourg & Knzeli, tele les fives nccordées & 
eaneeer fignes dexpédition d’ Europe pour le transit, pax Batoum ef Ie Caucass, 

Moet e Gouvernement persan a conclu wor accord au sujet de Tapplicatio 

file 1903 avee le (louverneiment des Soviets russes seulement. 
Rarif de 1903, aux marchandises des autres pays d'Europe 
Jo nord méme dans le eas ot. les ues seraient 


Russie a recours pour, compe 
persan, 1 n'est: pas imps 
russes, pour 

frontidres, waient 
pormettrait, & li fave 
Commerce de transport, et 
du sud. 

TE conagquonce, il gst utile (et, d'aillears,Négal) ane Js Gouvernement. persan 
proverive a ges bureaux douaniere du nord  dappliquer le tarif de 1920 a toutes les 
reethaadises pour lesquelles il ne pourra dére prowwé, soit par Tour eapica nome, soit par 
[a produetion d'une attestation dim représentant diplomatique on consulaire persau en 
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Russia, qu‘elles sont do fabrication rusee, A Igard dex marcbandises oxportées de 
Pans il devrait étre stipulé quielles sont soumises wu tarif de 1920 lorsquil peut Otre 
Feabl par les documents de nolis de chargement ou/dexpéiition qu’elles ne’ sont pas 
destinées a Ja Russie méme.” 

Eetiil besoin de faire remarquer que grice aux faveurs spéciales du transit par la 
Russie aezordées par le Gouvernement des Soviets aux narchandises q'urope, les 
RoShandises véritablement russes ne tarderont pas X ne représenter qu'une minine 
fartie da commerce d'importation en Perse por Je, nord et que le Gouremement. subira 
te fortes ports do Groits de douane dues 2 la différence entre lo tarif de 1920 et celui 
de 1903. 

Test présumer que Jes organismes commerciaux russes changeront les emballages 
ct marques dorigine des marcliandises transitant par Ia Russie, mais Vobligation de 
production du certifieat-dorigine des représentants persans en Russie dont il agit plus 
faut pourrait eonstituer une protection eontre cette éventualité, 


Téhéran, le 20 décembre 1923, 





E 1554/617/34) No. 73 
Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received February 19.) 


hie.) Teliran, February 18, 1924. 
YOUR telegram No. 33. u 

February 1-—-Begai formal discussions with Prine Minister, assigted by Minister 
for Foreign Affaits and Minister of Finance, of debt. undor headings ji ealoguroid of 
Lord Curzon’s despatch No, 358 of 1921. 


e Minister admitted debt in principle, but must examine papors further 
neiple admitted, Persian Government. propose to pay: half share krans at 
rate of exchange at which each instalment. was received with interest 
at 7 per cont. I undertook to recommend this to you on condition of 
satisfnotory settlement of whole 4) 

ve Minister admitted that His Majesty's Government must be repaid and 
Tio will take step to recover money, but argued that advance of 
£00,000 tomnans not, serling [! group omitted) amount, | Thare is some 
justification in Sir P, Cox's letter to Minister of Finance of 9th August; 
1919, which does not mention sterling. 
wunts to be investigated by a commission to decide 
ment and “other persons.” 

(e) Liabilty not denied, but Prime Minister appealed for remission, suggesting 
that’ His, Majesty's Government consider it as part of war expenditure, 1 
consented! to report appeal, but, pointed ont difficulty of justifying 1 and 
absence of any countervailing advantage. 


Mecting adjourned to 21st February. 





[E 1088/271/34) No. 74, 


‘Mr, MacDonatd to Mr. Chilton (Washington). 

(No. 808.) 

Sin, Roreign Office, Pebruary 19, 1924. 
WITH reference to my predecessor's despatch: No. 1410 of the 12th September, 

19 the Russo-Persian Treaty of 1828 as the basis of rights 

enjoyed T trunamit to you 

herewith, od 4 Tehran 


subjects.* 
Ft also enclose, for your information, a copy of Sir P. Loraine's despatch Ni 
of the 18th. June, 1929, enclosing a translation of the Persian Foreign 


+ No.7. 
{u1690} 
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assurances given to Mr. Norman on the Srd March, 1921, to which reference is made in 
paragraphs % and # of the general instructions to Sir P. Loraine. 

%, Lsball be glad i you will infurm the Government, to which yout are acoredited 
of the general tenor of the instructions sent to Sir P. Loraine on this subject, and 
expresa my hope that the United States representative at ‘Tehran may be instructed 
toassumo & similar attitude if the Persian Government should raise the matter. 

4, Similar despatches are being addressed to His Majesty's representatives at 
Paris, No. 586; Rome, No, 260; and Brossels, No. 250. 

Tam, &o. 
‘J, RAMSAY MacDONALD. 


—— 


Enclosure 1 in No. 74. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston. 


lo. 267.) 
'y Lord, shran, June 18, 1 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, with reference to my private 

telegram of the 15th June to Mr. Oliphant, copy of the note which Mr. Norman 
addressed to tho Persian Governmont in consequence of the instructions contained in 
yo flora No. 586 of the Sth December, 1920, together with translation of the 

frsian Government's reply, regarding the effect on Anglo-Persian relations of the 
Tukso-Porainn negotiations for a treaty abrogating the Treaty of Turkmanchat, 

Thave, ke, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


————— 
Enclosure 2 in No. 74. 
Mr. Norman to Acting Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Your Excellency, Tehran, December 23, 1920. 

WITH. tolvrence to the negotiations at present being conducted by the Persian 
Governinent through his Excelleney Mushav ‘alcMamelek with the Russian Soviet 
Government. at Moscow, Tam directed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary, of State 
for Foreign Affaits to warn the Persian Government: emphatically thet the rights and 
interests of His Majesty's Government cannot be imposed to infringement by any 
negotiations conducted by the Persian Government with the Russian Soviet or other 
Governments. 

Lord Curzon adds that this warning applies equally to cases where British, firms 
or corporations have legally acquired from Persian, subjects or Russians rights of 
properties the ownership of which at the time of purchase there was no reason to all 
Tn question, 

L avail, &o. 
H, NORMAN. 


SS 
Enelosure 3 in No, 74. 


‘The Modir-ul-Mulk to Mr. Norman, 
(Translation.) 
; le Ministre, March 3, 1921. 
TN reply to your Excellenoy’s note of the 23rd Decoinber last, T have the honour 
to state thit the [mperial Government have alwaye respected and protected the rights 
tnd) interests of tho British Government, aud that: whatever negotiations may be 
conducted with tle Soviet Government of Russia will not interfere with the foundation 
of the relations between our respective Governments, Of course this point of view 
applies to the rights which British subjects have obtained in accordance with the law 
snd without legal dispiites. 
Tavail, &. 
MAHMUD MODIR-UL-MULK. 
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Mr. MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Tehran). 
(No. 92,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 19, 1924. 

‘THE question of the eapitulatory privileges enjoyed by British subjects in Persia, 
suhich rnd the subject of the correspondence ending with your despatah No. 589 of 
The 12th Decomber last, has been carefully considered. The following observations are 
offered for your guidance, 

®, Tt would not be desirable to admit in any discussion with tho Persian Govern 

at tliat the abrogation of the ‘Treaty of Turkomanchai must necessarily affect any 
‘ights in relation to exterrtoril jurisdiotion enjoyed by His Majesty's, Governirent in 
Persia, especially in view of the assurance given to Mr, Norman by the Persian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs on the rd March, 1921, which was enclosed in your despatch No, 267 
Mr ehe 18th June, 1928, But, for reasons which have been explained in’ previous 
correspondence, we should not be on gafe ground in continuing to Has our claims to 
ccrondtorial juriediction on the provisions of that treaty, and itis therefore essential to 
Fads if possible, some otlior ground which would justify a claim to continue to exercise 
exterritorial jurisdiction as in the past, 

“Tu addition to a careful consideration of the question in this Department, advan 
tage was taken of a visit to this country by the legal advisor to the Brench Ministry for 
‘acign Afiirs to discuss the matter with hiwo, Lenclose a copy of a memorandum which 
‘ras prepared in the course of those discussions, and which represents in. general my view 
tet attitude which you should adopt, It will be seen that no difficulty arises as 
fogards jurisdiction in evil matters, a secure foundation for which is afforded. by the 
Pench treaty of 1868 and the German Treaty of 1873, ‘The question of juriadetion in 
tMuninal matiers is, howover, more dificult, and here it is particularly desirable to 
‘fooover, if possible, some basis other than the Treaty of Lurkomanelal for the eontinu- 
‘nee of such jurisdiction 

Pi ke chemorandum indicates a sufficient foundation for a claim to juriadiotion in 
these matters, Aa regards criminal cases in which the parties concerned are of different 
nationalities, it is suggested that the claim can be ‘ase on a long usage which differs 
from tho procedure laid down in the ‘Treaty, of Turkomanchal. Fein quite impossible 
that in amy much ease in which « British subject, wae tho nocused, the Turkomanchat 
procedure can’ ever have been carried out, or British low would not, permit, of British 
prthorities exeeuting upon a British subject a sentence which had been imposed upon 
tim by a Persian tribunal. ‘The position as regards French citizons is understood to be 
the gaone, ‘The Persia Order in Council, which has been in foree singe 1489, mikes no 
provaon for carrying. ont the ‘Turkomanchai proosdure, while artile coos, make 
Vrovision for the: tenl of British subjects accused of offences against, Porsians ot 
Fieviguers, which is entirely consistont. with tho euggested usage, he position, is 
thundtore, that as regards British and Rrench nationals, the Turkomauchal procedure has 
aoe tiean earried out, while there must have been « considerable number of. cases in 
wibich the procedure described in Mr, ‘Thomson's despatch No. 28, Commercial, of tho 
26th July, 1882, was adopted, and that this will be sufficient justieton for contendin, 
that by adage wo have acquired rights in this couneotion which are distinct from on¢ 


hot dependent on, the provisions of the Treaty of Turkomanch 

4 Before this conolusion was reached, careful consideration wus uaturally given to 
the sfows expressed in your despatch No. 589° of the 121 December, On the tier 
aed the cobelusions submitted by you would result in either an attempt to base the 


sane roanee of exterritorial juricdiction exclusively on the Treaty of Turkomanchai, 
which, aa explained above, cannot be expected to be successful, or an attempt to 
negotiate a fesh agreement with the Persian Goveroment, whieh you fear. wou'd be 
impracticable, Even, howevcr, if eriinal cases between Persinns and subjects of Huropoan 
Pewee other than Russia have in the past been rare, it scems unlikely that the sumo 
onudesation applies to cases between the subjects of diferent Buropean Powers, and in 
woah canes, ab antytate. where British and French nationals were eonoerned, it is eortain, 
Ss explained above, that the Turkomanchai procedure has not been ndopted. 

yn one respect thy procedure described in your private talegram of the 
17th November is not identical with that laid down by the Treaty of Turkomsnchai, for, 
aceordiag to the former procedure, a British subject aooused of a griminal ofenee 
against & foreiguer of another nationality who enjoyed exterritorial rights would be 
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tried in his Consular Court, whilst, aceording to. the Treaty of Turkomanchai, bi 
bo tried by the Persian authorities in the presence of a Briti 
the usage in question spraui 
to stretch the interpretation of the treaty of Pur 
in the succeeding paragraph, remains dou 
caty’s Government are not now ev 
considerable nuinber of clements i 
countries which originally came into exi 
would not be admitted that this was « sui 
hts after they had become sanctioned 
7. There remains the question of ori 
On this point there is 
Tt has not been poss 


‘ish representati 
successful Russian attempt 
for the reasons given 
this does not necessarily mean that His 
titled to rely on such usage. 
the exterritorial system existing in different 
tence in a somewhat similar manner, 
ficient. reason for w demand for the abandon- 
by along usage. 
al cases in which 
Tittle to be added to the 0 
ible to obtain any i 
Tout as these eases are normal 
tis extremely probable that 
‘urkomanchai, and you 
try for Foreign Aff 


‘are British subjects, 
encloged memorandum, information as to the 
lly the first on which 
jurisdiction in such 

Il observe from the 
* that the French 
santedating the treaty in question. 
reatinent to that which 

ich may also be applicable 


{jurisdiction is conferred upon consuls, 
‘cases existed even before the Treaty of 
enclosed copy of a note from the French 
Government regard their exterritorial ri 
It'so, His Majesty's be entitled to. similar 
round, ai observation whi 


fovernment would 
mis can claim on that 
to the class of cases dealt, with in the precedin 
, The course, therefore, which you sho 
Yow should avoid raising. 
assume that exterritorial rights will c 
Poraia in the sume way as in the past 
raise the question, 
manohai can aifect 
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necessary, the ar 
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thom the opportunity of taking 
which have taken place with the 
close touch with your French colleague 


Adopt in dealing with this matter is as 
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continue to be enj 
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it that the abrogation of the Treat 
‘aud you should mak 


the Persian Gover 


ot should not admi 

fe as much use as possible of the 
vil jurisdiction, you 

that His Majesty's Government have a cl 
Turkomanehai, As regards o 

Jin paragraphs 6 

1 rights in matters o 
‘and that it would be an 

right to extorritorial jurisdict 


fument that extorritorial ft jurisdiction must be 
tion if His Majesty's 


n in civil cases, but no 


sneral instruction is beings communicated to His 
yton in an identio 
inform the respective 
y which His Majesty's Govern- 

those Governments will 
ructions, and you have 
think fit in order to give 

the discussions 
should, in particular, keep in 


Rome and Washin, 
nclosed,t in order that th i 
dited of the polic 
‘The representatives: of 
ff the general tenor of your inst 
ate with them in such a way as you may 
the same line of action. 
Fronch Government, you s! 
‘on the subject. 


am, &e. 
J. RAMSAY MacDONALD. 


a 


Enclosure in No. 75. 


THE ‘Treaty of Turkomanchai of 
the fllowing system of ex-territorial 


1928 betwoen Russia aud Persia established 
jurisdiction in favour of Russian subjects in 


Civil suite betweon Russian subjects were dealt with exclusively by Russian 


Civil anits betyeen Russians and 


1 subjeots of other European nations were dealt 
with exclusively by the 2 


Russian authorities if ull the parties agreed. 


= Bnoloaure in No. 60. 
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vil suits between Russians and Persians were dealt with by the Hakim, ot 
Governor, in presence of a Russian draoman, 

Chiminal cases whore all the parties were Russians were dealt with exclusively by 
the Russian authorities. 

Criminal cases in which Russians and nationdls of another Stato were soncemed 
ware dealt. with by the Persian authorities in the presence of a Russian 
Tepresentative. Tf in such a case a Russian subject was eonvieted, he was 
Tended over to the Russian authorities and sent to Russia to undergo his 
sentence there. 


‘The benefits of the above system were enjoyed by the nationals of other European 
States in virtue of the most-favoured-nation rights conferred on them by their treaties: 
see ania, In the ease of Great Britain, this results from the provisions of article 9 
of the Treaty of 1857. 

‘The Treaty of Turkomanchai has now been abrogated by agreement otween the 
Soviet gail Persian Governments, snd the question arises to what extent it is possible 
Fo Groat Britain and other countries to find another basis for the continuance of their 
ton Ur orial rights in Persia, ‘The enguiries mado on this point by His Majesty's 
Government indicate that the position is as folloy 


Civil Matters—As to this, there is no difficulty. The French Treaty of 1855 

sovidea that disputes in civil matters between Krench citizens soll bo decided. by the 

h and Persian nationals by the Persian 

‘and disputes between French 

{the countries concerned, 

‘There are similar provisions in tl ny nd Great Britain is entitled 
to similar treatment under her most-favoured i 


Phe French and German treaties do not help here because all 
that they give ie most-favoured-nation treatment, Tt appears, howover, that a pri 
dating at east fromm 1889, exists in Persia, under which criminal matters aro dealt with 
as follows 
Gases in which all the parties, although of different nationalities, aro nationals of 

THuropean Poytor enjoying ex-territorial jurisdiction are dealt with by. tho 

Consular Court of the accused. 

Criminal siren in which the accused is « foreigner enjoying ex-territorial sights and 
ihe complaiuant is a Persian, are dealt with by the Consular Court of the 
accused, ‘The French practice ie to allow the preliminary onauiry (‘instruc- 
Hon) to, be conducted by the tribunal of the Persian Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, the subsequent proceedings being conducted in the Krench Consular 
Court. 

Criminal cases in which the nooused is a Persian anbject and the complainant 
in Genal ofa Power enjoying ex-territorial righta ave heard by the tribunal 
aii Pertan Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


Tt appears, therefore, that as regards these threo classes of cases. there is Jon 
stallion eh usage diferent from the procedure sid down by the Treaty of Turkomanel 
This is not surprising, because the: Tarkomanchat progedure under which « Russian 
convicted by a Persian’ tribunal is sent to Russia, to serve his ventoriee could not be 
Applied by Great Britain nor, it would: appear, by France. Wo a , therefore, in. a 

Pret PY ace a demand for a cntinuance of the existing prncticy on usage, quite 
Fiespective of the termination’ of the ‘Treaty of Turkomanchai 

there remains the case of criminal matters where all the parti 0 

the are einetorial Power, In this easo the existing prnctice corresponds with thal 
the azine o¥ Nathe Treaty af Tarkomancha’, ie, tho case is dealt with by the Consular 
laid“ dovrn m Power eoneerned, and it therefore seems dificult to aso a claim for the 
Con oie eis practios of a usige diatingt and different from thy Turkomancha 
sontinuance oF Would. ‘be desirable. to ascertain whether this practice existed in fhat 
Prrealare.talston of the Treaty of Turkomanchai, in which event our easo would, be 


vefpcantly ationg, Apart from this, it would appete that we een only maintain, thas 


‘a8 a case for complete ox-territorial ju Nother matters can be established 
by treaty and usnge, it must follow that in this particular class of case, which is the one 
by treaty ait dorial juriedigtion. is most necescary, and, inost readily granted, the 
Jivlaliction of the Bisian courts is excluded ; this contention can be rem forced hy the 
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tgument on which it is understood that the French Legation at Tehran relies—that 
Persia hns no penal code passed by the Majlis, and that the Persian courts are therefore 
ineapable of dealing with such cases, This argument, however, may turn out to be of 
only temporary validity, Tt seeins, however, extremely unlikely that if we ean establish 
a cis for ex-aritoral justin jw all other matters, the Persian Government would 
Attempt to make difficulties about this partioular class of case alone. 


Foreign Office, December 1, 1923. 
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Mr, Chilton to Mr, MacDonald —(Received February 20.) 


(No. 191, Secret.) 
Sin, Washington, February 8, 1924. 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to Lord Curzon's telegram No, 23 of the 22nd January, 
ond to your telegrams Nos, 27, 32 and 98, to Sir Pere 's telegrams No. 428 of 

















1923 wid Nos, 19, 20 and ¥5 of 1924, and, finally, to my telegrams Nos. 15, 90 and 36 
of the present year al Teulating: to concessions, projects for railway construction, &c., in 
Porsin, 














Th 





wunieation emanating from this Embassy on these 
$lst ultimo, and, in case the eypher should have 

pany, T transmit a copy of its text under 
tion obtainable here up to the date of 
sven the Persian Government. and 
‘A few additional details of consider- 








ersia, you will have 
Sinclair Corporation 
nit as well a8 to raise 

































credit of the gorporation. Up to a recent, date, 
no great difficulty in securing the financial support 
has undertaken, Tt is understood 









































Hinbitign to obtain and develop petroleum concessions in Russia und in Persia, but it is 
hatelly conesivable that oither Blair and Co, or the Chase Corporation could. have 
quarintesd unconditional support for chose projects, ‘Their willingness to assist in the 
Hsiny of additional eapital would naturally depend upoa the terms of the concessions, 
the probable stability of the Governments granting them, the attitude of the United 
Slates Government towards the granting Governments and the prospect of reasonably 
arly roturna,. It would soareely be correct. to say that the financial position of the 
Sinclair Corporation was unsound, but during the past fow years it has been on the 
arket for finds on several different occasions. Its various securities, Tam informed, 
fave fluctuated within comparatively wide price limits and have latterly tended down- 
wards, excepting for a notable upward movement directly: after @ subsidiary of the 
Corporation fad secured from the United States Government a lease ow the famous 
Teapot Dome naval oil reserve, ‘The Sinclair securities had, in fact, come to 
be eeparded as unusually apeculative, and the success of new issues of tho corporation 
‘ould have been uncertain, especially in view of the revived tendeney of the American 
Jivesting public to fight shy of foreign loans and of securities based on contracts in 
comparatively unkuown regions of the world. 

Wihethés tbis view be right or wrong, there can ‘bo no doubt that the scandals 
‘uncovered within the last few weeks by the Senate investigation of the Teasing of the 
vival oil reserves have, for the present at all events, gravely injured the standing of 
My Sinclair and the eredit of the companies with which is name is connected. The 
Sounte investigations haye not yet been completed, and, even if Mr. Sinclair should 
aoe ndictunent for bribery, the results of the enquiry will take some time to blow 
waa “Gti they have blown over it syems reasonably safe to prodict that the Sinclair 
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disposed to ascribe the change direotly i , 
they, pethaps, have recsived a hint from Washington that energetic support if 
Me Sihelair’s ambitions might be unbecoming at the present moment, ‘This, hi 

is merely an intelli 
considered it desirabl 


















coneess 
the United States. accorded ro 
period. This meant that Mr. Sinclair was to echome for « reversal of the poli 
Rogition of the Soviet Government to which Mr. Hughes hs tenaciously ot 

je would certainly not predispose Mr. Hughes in his favour. : 

‘The Standard Oil Company have cleverly seized the opportunity provided by those 
recont events to reassert their own claims in Northern Persia, On the 4th instant they 
made public a correspondence exchanged about. the 18th, January with 5 cartaty 

ANG, Borger, of Gilford, Montana, who had askod for information. regarding thy 
Standard’s alleged associati Ha British syndicate for the purpose of excluding 
StatNmerean eompany from. procuring concessions on certain, trvts, in Porwia” An 
txaot eopy of the correspondence is not yet available, bub it will be, forwarded as acon 
a2 possile, and; in the meantime, I enclose copivs of a newspaper article summarising it, 

te that the Standard Oil Company, in its reply to Mr, Borgen, declares 
to “take proper steps to protect its rights and to develop petroleum 
production” in the areas covered by its agreement with the Anglo-ersian Company. 
Mie commercial counsellor, in his recent visit to New. York, liad heard that, somo 
Conespontenee of an intervating character had taken pluce and might shortly be 
published, but he yas unable to secure any really reliable particulars concarning it and 
athoretore obliged to roport simply that the Standard were, taking, steps to cece 
wae Minclait Te uncertain even how whether the letter addressed to the Standard 
Oil Company represented a spontaneous curiosity on the part of ite waite On whether 
tives ihapieed by the Sinclar interests or—whar is not at all improbable—by the 
Siattard Oil interests themselves, Whatever may te the real truth of the matter, the 
arruspondence could not be more timely Tt has enabled the Standard Oil Compart 
Coeereenies more into the open, and it will at least furnish the State Department with 
‘good excuse for withdrawing from Sinclair any encouragement they may have already 
extended to him. i 

"he Persian Minister at Washington is plainly disturbed by this move on the part 
of the Standard Oil Company, atid has lost no time in, giving, vo, the press his own 
orion of the sequence of events which Ted up to the existing deadlock mm relation te 
the petroleum concession in the Northern Persian field, How inaccurate is fit rocital of 
the facts may be neon from the enclosed newapaper cutting, pontine the fall text of 
lester addressed by him to the press on the 7th instant, In the second paragraph of 
(ieee hctter he repeats the fulso statement that attempt on the part of Great Britain (and 
Russia) to, monopolise Persia's resources led. the Government, of Persia in the "rah 
part) to offer the concession to the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, Know. 
ledge of this further effort of Hussein to cast suspicion upon the motives and satin of 
His Majesty's Government nay strengthen the haud of His Majesty's Minister at 
TTabran tn tas proteats to the Persian Government, and I had the honour therefore to 
bring the offending. pargraph of Hussein's published communication to your norte te 
my felegram No. 47" of this date, ‘The letter also insinuates that in July 1908 te 
Seudard Oil Company were ready to abandon their agreement with the Anglo-Porsian 
(11690) 
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Company, to take up the entire concession themselves, “own all the stock and assume 
complete management and control.” We do not, know what credence or significance to 
attach to this assertion, We are inclined to believe that the Standard Company took 
no such step without the knowledge of their Anglo-Persian associates, and their loyalty 
to their agreement with the latter is sufficiently well proven by the admission of 
‘Hussein and the statement of the Standard Company themselves that they made no 
reply to the overtures made to them by the Persian representative subsequent to the 
enactment of the Persian Oil Law of last June. 

From the preceding paragraphs it will be seen that during the last few weeks 
unexpected and formidable obstacles have atisen in the path of the Sinclair Corporation, 
Their financial position bas been damaged, ‘The Standard Oil Company have fired the 
first gun in a battle which will probubly be carried on with much vigour, and, finally, 
the Sinclair Corporation have probably'lost the active support of the United States 
Government. As we view the situation, the letter just published by the Persian 
Minister eannot greatly improve tlie Sinclair position. It may even hurt it still further 
by calling public attention to the fuct that powerful rival claimants are yet in the field 
ind thus make’ it still more dificult for Sinclair to obtain outside finaticial assistance. 
Tt is not to be expected, however, that Sinclair will let a valuable concession sl 
through his fingers without » struggle, He is at present in Europe in company with 
Mr, slason Day, of the Barnsdall Corporation, who evidently acts ax his confidential 
fugent in relation to Russian concessions, It is widely suspeoted that his real motive in 
leaving the United States at the present moment is to escape examination by the 
Sonate Committoe respecting bis velutions with thy former Secretary of the Tate 
Sinclair has denied this, and declared that he went. abroad for purely busi 
To give colour to his assertions, perhaps, he has summoned to Paris several 
conlidential experts, ‘These gentlemen sailed from New York on the “ Majestis 
tho 2nd instant, ‘They were naturally quite reticent about the purpose of th 
though, after their departuro, somo of the newspapers intimated that their advice was 
requited in the prosecution of negotiations with the Stinnes interests commenced some 
montlis ago on the occasion of visit paid to this country by Hugo Stinnes, ju 
suggest the possibility that Sinchir may attempt to enlist the backing of Stinne 
his Russian and Persian, projects. He may also, we ure advised, pay a special visit to 
Berlin for conference w plomatic representative there, to. whom are 
‘sittibuted intense anti-British feelings, and who night be expected to use his influence 
in Tehran in Sinclair's favour, Upon these matters you will doubtless be able to 
obtain, more accurate information from His Majesty's representatives in France and 
Germany. 

Ttiirn now to the question of concessions for railroad construction and other public 
works iv Persia, 

Tt ig definitely known that efforts wore made early this year by the Persian Minister 
and Mr, Morgan Shuster to interest two or three American engineering concerns in such 
construction work, These American concerns include the Foundation Company of 
120, Liberty Street, New York, and Ulen and Co., of 120, Broadway, New York. 
Commercial reports respecting, the fnaricial stau/ing of each of those two firms are 
enclosed, ‘he Foundation Company is generally looked upon as one of the foremost 
engineeriug, organisations in the country, and the work they have undertaker: includes, 
in addition to regular building construction, power houses, hydro-electric developments, 
railroads «nd bridges, We understand that much of the business they have at present 
AaDuail Souauel ot Uhm oaneucseian (OF pwex plaida for. pulllo utility ‘corporetions 
‘Pheit bankers have never bad any hesitation in leading them substantial sums on an 
‘unseotired basis 

Ulen and Oo,, go fir-as can be ascertained, are not in any way connected with the 
Foundation Company, but are a separate organisation, established in December 1921, to 
contintic under the same management the business formerly conducted by the Ulen 
Contracting Corporation. ‘Their business takes thie iuto practically the same fields as 
those of the Foundation Company, aud, for your information, I enclose one copy of a 
pamphlev published by the company which is quite interesting and specifically outlines 
the nature of theirundertakings, Ulen and Co, isu close corporation. Of its 9,875 shares 
of preferred and 69,975 shares of common stock, the American [nterautional Corporation 
owiis 8750 preferred: and 20,416 cummon. Stone and Webster, Inc., of New York, 
owns wlike amount and Ms. H.C. Ulen is the owner of record of the remaining 
1,878 shares of preferred and 18,543 shares of common 

Neither of these two coucerns would have serious difficulty in financing any 
construction project they might undertake chiefly because boch are regarded as 
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conservatively and ably managed. Tt does not appear that the Foundation Company 
Star mmaponded’ to the overtures of the, Persian ‘TEthorities, bue Ulen and Co,, being 
compiratively inactive at the present time, have sent, one or moro representatives to 
Persia to investigate the matter, It is doubted whether the Persian Government ean 
make them an acceptable proposition, ‘Their representative will doubtless disoover for 
‘mself that the only security available is that of Persian revenues already pledged, 08 
dicated in your telegram No, 88, in respect to outstanding British’ advances m that 

country. i : 

Te is, pothaps, well to repeat here, in answer to one of the questions put. by 
Sir Perey Loraine, that American construction companies such as tho two I have just 
desoribed would have no hesitation in going into Persia without association with British 
capitalists, provided the security ofed appenred to them, to be reasonably good and 
the proposition sound, On the other hand, association with British firms of, known 
standing and experience would undoubtedly increass the attractiveness to Americans of 
construction contracts in fields which, like Persia, are comparatively unknown in this 
country. If, from the British point of view, active co-operation between British 
Gnd American firms in the performance of such contracts be considered desirable, 
the question is how to achieve it. It must, we think, be brought about by the 
firms anmediately concerned in each ease, and, for this reason, T ventured to suggest in 
my tologram No, 36 that a conference between Ulen and Co, and Messrs, Poursons 
might not be entirely barren. We understand that a survey for a railvray line from 
Bagdad to Kezvin, with a branch to Tehran and another to Enzeli, was recently carried 
out by the Pearson firm, and that, whether they undertake the wctual work of construc: 
tion or not, the Persian, Government, will have to pay ther about 20,0001, for the 
survey, [four information on this point be accurate, Messrs, Pearson may feel disposed 
to negotiate with Uloi and Co. or some other Amorican firm with a view to «joint 
contract, especially in view of the obvious disinclination of the Persian authorities at 
tho present time to grant concessions to British capitalists doting alone, This matter, 
however, ripes a. question of commercial policy upon which we seuture definite 
opinion but i will be borne in mind that the American financial adviser at Tehran 
the performance of his preseribed duty to attract foreign capital to the dovelépment of 
Porsia’s resources, will naturally and automatically look to the United States in the 
first instance, and seok preference for American concessionnaires onoe hy ha succeeded, 
if he does succeed, in restoring Persia to comparative solvency, Whatever competitive, 
advantages American concerns may eventually derive from, activities like those of 
Dr, Millspaugh appear to us to be part of tho price which British commerce must pay: 
for the reconstructive achievements of American financial advisers in backward 
countries. 

To conclusion, I have the honour to state that the contents of your telegram 
No, 88 of the Sth February havo been carefully noted, and that dissreot steps are being 
taken to acquaint friends conneoted with several prominent, ‘financial houses and 
commercial newspapers in New York with the true stato of affairs in Persia and with 
the oxisterice of British claims upon the only real seourities which the Government, of 
that country ean pledge at a guarantee of thy payment of interest and services on the 
hew loans they are endeavouring to raise. 1 believe that’ theso steps, will adequately: 
achieve their purpose pending, the svesipt ofthe memorandum promised in the final 
paragraph of your telegram. hat memoranduo,1 hope, will contain an analysis of the 
Fovelopmonts that have taken place since the arrival of Dr. Millspaygh in Tobran, and 
Wall contain information’ regarding the presont state of Persiau finances sufficient to 
Difket the energetic and continuons efforts of the Persian Minister and Mx, Shuster 
to convince Amoricans that the risks of investment in that country have now practically 
Sue Thave, &e. 

H, G, CHILTON, 





[ 1540/1540/34) No. 7. 


Mr, MacDonald to Sir P. Loraine (Veliran), 
No. 47. 
{iaiegry hic.) RB. * Foreign Office, Rebruary 21, 1924. 
YOUR despatch No 24 of 10th January : Reception of foreign representatives. 
T approve your proposal. 
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[ 1678/617/94) No. 78. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received February 2 
{No. 00.) 


Telegraphic.) 
Cty tlegram No, 68, 
Conference resumed 2ist February. 


(f)) Prime Minister asked that this point: be postponed, but said that Persian 
Government would pay if your reply regarding (e) were favourable, 


Tehran, Rebruary 23, 1924. 





[B 1787/45/34) No. 79 


Sir P, Loraine to Mr. MacDonald. —(Received February 27.) 
(No, 75.) 


(Telegraphic. 
‘MY telegram No, 24 


Campaign against Shab continues and increases, while idea of republic encounters 
no opposition, Well-informed Persians consider change will happen quite soon, but on 
‘what lines ia uncertain, Crucial test will be whether Deputiés tale oath of allegiance 
attor validition of elections. 


Tehran, February 26, 1924. 


(Very Confidential.) 
“In my opinion present Shali will be deposed or compelled to abdicate. Alternatives, 
therefore, ar 
1, Regency. 
Change of dynasty. 
Republic, 


Prime Minister, speaking quite privately to military attaché during farewell visit, 
said change would come, but in postect unter and without bloodshed, and eventual result 
youl be republi 

(Bent to Thdia.) 





[E 1788/455/34) No. 80. 


Sir P, Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received Pebruary 21.) 
(No, 76.) 
(Wolegraphi chran, February 26, 1924, 

MY immediately preceding telogran, 

Tam secing Prime Minister privately early morning of Ist March and must seek 
information rogarding. his project. Most. important to know your views before then 
for my siuidanee, Mine are to discourage republic and to recommend retention of 
monarchy and present Constitution, owing to incilculable risk ut home and abroad of 

~ a violont chatige of Government and adoption of a form for which country is not ripe, 
tddiny that personality of monarch is'a matter which Leannot discuss and of which 
Porsian people are sole judyes. Do you concur ? 
‘Rem Khan would not resent a frank private expression of our views. 





[iE 1885/97/34) No, Sh. 


Hamorandin: Coninunieted by Deparinats of Overseas Traile,—(Itecvired 
ruary 29. 


UNDER cover of their printed letter of the 2/nd February, the Department of 
Oversons Trude transmitted to the Foreign Office a copy of the despatch No. 3 
(Overseas ‘Trade (B)) of the 18th January, 1924, from the secretary in charge of 
commercial affairs at Teliran, regarding German competition in Persia, The followin, 
observations on the relative importance of the various faotors afléting competition with 
British goods in Persia are now submitted, Since the commercial aspect of the Persian 
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problem is not without importance, it is hoped that they may be of some use in any 
Te-examination of that problem that may be contemplated, A chronological summary 
of the correspondence on the subject is enclosed for convenience of peeroet Tho 
history of the tariff controversy has been excluded from the following review as falling 
within the seope of the Board of Trwie, But for reasons given below the Department 
of Overseas Trade inclines to the view that the tariff is not a decisive factor in the 
present situation. 

2, As early as the autumn of 1921 it became clear that the Soviet Government were 
determined, from motives into which it is unnecessary to enter, to leave no stone 
unturned to prevent any other Power than themselves from gaining economic 
ascendancy over the Persian provinces adjoining their border, Commercial propaganda 
played a prominent part in this campaign ; but, commercially, no great success was 
achieved. The Russians succeeded, it is true, in purchasing a moderate amount of 
foodstufis for export to Russia, and. they established a certain position in the Persian 
export trade; but their efforts to obtain a position of monopoly in the import trade of 
Persia failed for two reasons, In the first place they had no considerable reserve of 
goods to draw upon. Secondly, their transport arrangements were ineffective. It was 
therefore natural that they should seck to remedy these defects by the instruments 
most ready to their hands, ‘These were to draw on the manufactured goods of 
Germany for supplies (and this ian important cause of Geran, commercial activity in 
Persia) aud on German organising ability for the reorganisation of water transport 
through Russia, 

3, these objects in view the Russo-German Trade and ‘transit Company was 
formod on the 0th March, 1928, with « capital of 250,000 gold roubles, Half tho 
shintes were taken up by the fim of Robert Wonckhaus and Co of Hamburg (with a 
strong suspicion of support by the German Government), while the other half wore 
allotted to the Russian Government, who paid 20 per cont. in cash, and undertook to 
poy the remainder “out of profits” Tho ‘Object of the company, was 40 Lranpott goods 
rom, the Baltic ports to Mnzeli, ‘This scheme has only proved moderately successful, 
and it seems in danger of definite failure from the shallowness of the waterways in 
question and from Russian bureaucritio obstruction. But it has whetted the appetite 
‘of the German exporter for the Persian market, and of the Persian importer for German 
goods—a fict corroborated by the present extensive sale in Persians of Ger 
Zoods which reach the Persian Gulf in British bottoms and ary sold’ by « Bri 
Gistributing ageucy. 

4. The intrigues of Russia and the cheapness of German goods ure. sometimes 
alleged as the principal ewuses of British trade difficulties in Persia, But, equally 
important causes of the failure of British gonds to compote more successfully are 
(1) the high transport dues in Persia, and (2) the incompetent service afforded by 
British transport companies to oods reaching Persia, ‘That these two fuctors aro not 
nogligible is shown by the fact that British exporters were recently, seriously 
contemplating despatching their wares by the Volga route, until they were dissuaded 
by the Dopartment of Overseas Trade, A third, though’ minor, obstacle to cheap, 
transport by the southern route is tho bal crane boca opis Te 
Government. 

5. On the whole, the most serious of these impediments is the character of the 
sorvioe provided by the Mesopotatnia Persin Corporation, through whose hands moat of 
the goods using the southern route pass, ‘The reputation of this body is well known to 
tho Roreign Office, and it is unnecessary to recapitulate the evidence against tho 
‘There is no reason to doubt that they, the principal British trading interest in Persia, 
fro at presont regarded by the Persian merchant as an obstacle rather than a help in 
purchasing British goods. ‘This is a state of things for which, however deplorable, it is 
hot easy to suggest a remedy so long as the Mesopotamia Persia Corporation havo a 
virtual monopoly of the carrying trade by the southern route, 

6. The following conclusions may be suggested :— 


(a) ‘Tho real danger to British trade from Russian and Russo-German competition 
lies, not in the fact that British goods are being supplanted in « large 
measure—indeed, recent figures show that: Russia enjoys but w tithe of hor 
pre-war Persian’ trade—but in the inipoyerishment of Persia by the 
chicanery of Russian methods. 

(.) In Persia the paramount factor affueting the cost of goods to, the consumer is 
that of transport. Without effective transport within Persia no country. 


*» Not printed, 
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can do more than tap the onter fringes of Persian economic capaci t 
compared with this difficulty, all other considerations such as tariffs, credit, 
‘und methods of selling full into insignificance. 

(e) Te is inevitable that Russia will, in the future, as in the past, enjoy the greater 
share of the trade of the Caspian provinces and of Khorasan, for 
geozraphical reasons if for no other. 

(a) From the poiut of view of the Department of Overseas ‘Trade, the only real 
remedy which would fundamentally. improve existing conditions isan 
improvement in internal (rangport. With a view to attaining this ent it is 
hoped that all possible encouragement may be given to attempts from 
whatever source and by whatever means to improve communications within 
Persia, Whether such improvements take the form apparently most 
Suitable to British interests, ¥ fay constructed upow an east and 
‘west tracé, or that at present most desired by the Persians, viz., a railway 
from some port on. the Persian Gulf to Tehran, or yet again, merely the 
improvement of existing roads, is immaterial to thé point at present at 
jasue, ‘The true importance of any such step lies in the freedom which 
it will import into the economic life of the country, and from this point of 
view regard should be had, in considering: at scheme, to the indirect 
Denefits which it will confer rather than to 


Copy of this memorandum has been sent to the India Offiee and the Board 
of Trade, 


Department of Overseas Trade, 
Bebruary 2), 1924. 





(1B 1788 /455/34) No. 82. 


Mr, MacDonald to Sir P, Loraine (Peliran). 

(Nu, 58.) ae 

(elegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 29, 1924. 
OUR twlograins Nos, 75 and 76 of 26th February. ee . 

If the Persians wish to introduce a republican régime, it rely. their own 
goncem, anid you should not intervene in the matter or offer any advice to the Persian 
Primo Minister, either for or against the project. 

(Repeated to {ndia,) 





[ 1990/271/34) No, 83. 


‘The Marquess of Crowe to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received March 3.) 
(No, 488.) ; : ¥ Fenn 
HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Paris prosents his compliinents to His Majesty's 
Principal Seerstary of State for Porsign Afluirs, and has the honour to transmit here- 
swith copy of a note fiom the Fronch Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the 29th February 
Fespuotinyy insroustions to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran regarding capitulatory 
privileges of British subjects in Persia, 


Paris, March 1, 1924. 


Enclosure in No. 83. 


M, Poincaré to the Marquess of Crewe. 


M. Ambassadeur, Paris, le 29 féorier 1924, 

PAR sa lettre du 24 février, votre Excellence @ bien voulu me faire connaitre le 
eons dos instructions envoyées par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté & son Ministre & 
‘Tehran en eo qui concsrie la manitre dont devrait Gtre éventuellement traités Ia 
question des droits capitulaires des sujets britanniques en Perse. 


11 


‘Tai Vhonneur de Ini faire savoir que, conformément au désir exprimé dans Ia lettre 
prévités, jai adressé & notre Chargé d’Affaires en Perse des instructions semblables 
tolles qui out été trausmises & Sir Poroy Loraine et jai prié M. Dayet de se mettrs en 
rapport avec son colldgue britannique pour régler, d'accord avec lui, latitude identique 
que devraient prendre nos représentants si le Gouvernement, persan vonait 2 contester 
les droits capitulaires de nos ressortissants. 
Veuillez, &e. 
R. POINCARE, 





[E 1948/25/34) No. 84. 
Sir P. Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 81. Secret ) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 15, 1924, 
T HAVE tho honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of Intelligence 
Summary No, 1 for the week ending the Sth January, compiled by the military attachs 
to this Logati 
Thave, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 84, 
(Secret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 1 for Week ending January 5, 192: 
Gilan. 
1, Efforts are again being made by tho Russian authorities to securo the withdrawal 
of Colonel Muhammad Hussein Khan, the officer commanding Northern Brigade, and his 
ruplicoment by an officer less anitagonistic to Soviet, policy. 
A new newspaper, called “Toulu” (“Dawn”), has made its ‘appearance in 
Resht, edited by Malimoud Aga Reza, formerly a secret service agent of M, Aprosoy, 
late Russian consul at Resht, 


Azerbaijan, 

3. Tabris.—His Majesty's consul at Tabriz reports that 200 Hamidia infintry of 
the 15th Battalion (Turkish), under the command of Major Ihsan, reached x i, 
20 miles south of Bashkala, on the 29th Noyember, from Diabekr. On the 4th. 
December this detachment left Alisi and marched southwards with four machine guns: 
and four mule-loads of ammuni believed that Major Thsan is establishing 
military. posts in the DizaNer a. 

4. The Russian consul-general at Tabriz. has complained to the Governor-General 
of the propaganda activities of his Turkish colleague at Tabriz. This is another sign 
of tho increasing friction betweon the Russian and ‘Turkish authorities, 

5, Urumia.—Information from a source usually reliable states that the Russians 
are intriguing amongst both Kurds and Assyrians. It is reported that the Russian 
consul at Urumia devotes 8,000 tomans monthly for propaganda, purposes, and the 
Russian consul at Maku 4,000 tomans monthly for the same purpose. 

M. Doupson at Urumia employs a number of agents, some of whom are sent. to 
Rowandus to intrigue with Kurdish nationalists 

‘wo of his regular agents are an Armenian, named Alexan Aftandiloy, and an 
Assyrian, named Yussuf Mar Yubanna, ‘The latter was formerly in the employ of the 
Russian consul-general at Tabriz, 

6. A Persian landowner named Kazim, owner of the village of Guobi, situated ab 
the north-western corner of Lake Urumia, became a rebel against Persian official 
authority, and his attitude forced the general officer commanding (Tabris) division to 
‘send a small force to deal with him, His following consisted of 100 armed men, with 
120 rifles and an ample supply of ammunition, the whole occupying the village of Guchi, 
which resembles a small ie 

‘Accolumn of Persian troops, consisting of 700 infintry, two mountain guns and a, 
few machine guns, surrounded and attacked the village in December. After holding 
out for more than a fortnight, the defence collapsed, tho village was captured on the 
16th December, and Kazim killed. 
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7. Maki.—M. Sarkisbekov has assumed the duties of Russian consul at Maku in 
the place of M Sporoy, who has been sent to Urumia as assistant to M. Doupson, the 
Russian consul there, 

8, The Kurdish chiefs from Maku recently paid a visit to Tabriz, and were well 
pleased at their reception by the Governor-General and Persian officials, ‘They all 
Ricsived robes Gt housur; ant! wo, Salar vmayun fn is|brotier, Amair Toman, wore 
given the title of “Rais Ashai 

9, ‘The military. authorities have collected the treasure belonging to Ikbal-es- 
Sultanv, the lat; Serdar of Maku, ‘Twenty camel-loads of silver krans, ton camel- 
louds of gold and three locked Russian safes, contents unknown, were brought into 
‘Tabriz on the 17th December from Maku, 


Kazvin. 


10. M. Hoffmann, the Russian consul at Kazvin, received by courier on the 
18th Decomber a box of propaganda literature from Enzeli, 

‘This literature is to be sent partly to the Kermanshah area and partly to the 
Zenjan area for distribution. 


Hamadan. 


11. Steps are being taken to brand all. horses and mules belonging to the Western 
n with identification numbers. Similar action is being taken in other divisions. 


South Kurdistan. 

12, Ker'manshah,—Colonel Abbas Kuli Khan, from army headqu rters, Tehran, 
has arrived at Kermanshah on a tour of inspection of the Western Di on. 

13, The Kalhur regiment, which was disbanded after the dethronement of 
Muhammad Ali Shah, is being recruited at Harunabad, The Kalhurs have promised to 
sand a tribal detachment to help the Government troops in Luristan next spring, should 
such support be required, 

14, Hie Majesty's consul at Kermanshah reports signs of nervousness on the part 
of the Vali of Pusht-icKub, who is watching the Luristan operations with considerible 
anxiety. 

15, Senna —The section of a mountain artillery battory stationed at Senna has 
boon transferred to Hamadan, 


‘Tehran. 


16, A source, usually reliable, reports that Dr. Millspaugh has heen negotiating in 
Amotica for the past eight months with various companies regarding railway concessions 
in Persia, and that all compani © replied that. they would consider railway 
conogsaions only if theso were combined with mining concessims. 

‘As a result of Dr, Millspaugh's efforts to interest Awerican companies, Mr. Bonnett, 
a representative of the Ulon Eeeiearis Company, is expected to arrive in Tehran 
about the 5th January from America, 

17, M. Schrover, a German Jew and an American subject, recently arrived in 
‘Poliran, and is reported to be a concession hunter, interested mainly in sugar, oil, and 
railways, Ho is said to represent @ group of rich American Jews, whose object is to 
buy couicessions with a view to selling at a profit. 

18, With reference to paragraph 10, Intelligence Summary No. 51, dated the 
22nd December, 1928, the four provinces for which the Sinclair Company has obtained 
the oil concession are Azerbaijan, Mazanderan, Astarabad and Khorasan, 

‘he oil concession for the Province of Gilan has been given to a well-known 
Persian merchant, naine:t Haji Muin-ut-T'ujjar Bushiri 

19, General Westdall, the Swedish chief of police in Tebran, hus been given three 
months’ leaye, und is to. leave Persian service at the expiry of his leave. The 
command of the police force in the capital has been taken over by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Muhammad Khan, 

20, The War Minister has agreed to purchase thirty motorlorries, with trailers, 
from a German firm for the use of the Persian army, the local firm of Wonckhaus 
being responsible for transit, arrangemonts to Persin from Germany. The lorries are 
abe aly e Hee Lore of Bremen. 

Tn addition to the above thirty lorries, a reliable source of information states that 
the War Minister has ordered the following vehicles from the same firm: two lorries, 
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each fitted with a dynamo for providing electric light for 500 lamps, and two lorries 
cach Sad foarte tat ane ei aa nia ee : 

The total cost of the thirty-four vehicles is said to be 26,0001, delivered in Persia, 

21, General Amanulla Mirza, the Chief of the Staff of the Persian army, is 
expected to arrive at Bushire on the 25th January with a consignment of munitions, 
stores, &e., for the Persian army, including the seven aeroplanes’ mentioned in 
paragraph 8 of Intelligence Summary No. 46, dated tho 17th November, 

“The War Minister has changed his original plan to have these aeroplanes and stores 
transported to Tebran, vid Basra and Bagdad, and has now ordered them to bo landed 
at Bushire and sent north, vit Shiraz and Isfahan, 

___In order to make the Bushire-Shiraz road passable for these heavy storea, Reza 
Khan has ordered the Minister of Public Works and Mr. Mitchell, the American adviser 
to the Public Works Department, to proceed at once to Shiraz and organise the 
construction of this road. 

22. Colonel Reza Kuli Khan, Chief of the Finance Department at the War 
Ministry, has been appointed assistant. to Mr, MoCaskey, the American treasurer 
gonerall 

23. ‘The Prime Minister telegraphed on the 29th December to all provincial 
Governors and to divisional commanders as follows :— 

_ “All reserves of ammunition and rifles now in charge of the police administra- 
tion are to be handed over to the local military authorities,” 


24, With reference to paragraph 16, ‘Intelligence Summary No. 50, dated the 
1th Deeomnber, Sayyid Muhammad Tudayun returned to ‘Tahran on the 27th December 
from Irak. He had! « long interview with Reza Khan on the 29th December, 

25. The Prime Minister has appointed Mirza Isa Khan to be the Pers 
ment representative attached to the board of directors of the Anglo! 
Company in London, 


Shiraz, 


26. A notice issued by the 
to surrender th 
the notice. 


ilitary authorities calls on all inhabitants of the city 
arms, or obtain licences, within five days of the publication of 


Isfahan, 


27. Divisional lieadquarters, Isfahan, received orders on the 20th November from 
army headquarters, Tehran, to raise a divisional engineer company, the strength of 
which is to be 200; 140 recruits had been enlisted for the company by the 10th 
December, only literate men being accepted, ‘The company is also’ to undertake the 
duties of signal company, 

28. Divisional headquarters are experimenting with pigeons for eurrying 
between Chahar Mahal and Isfahan, : 4 pis hearer aed 

29. A bicyclist section of thirty men has been organised for messenger duties at 
Isfahan, and is attached to divisional headquarters aed 

30, M, Tardoy, the Russian consul-general at Isfahan, sent Birapot Nubaryan 
(wocompanied by his wife, who speaks English) to Sultanabad, whore he is to work aa a 
Russian secret service agent, 

M. SAUNDERS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Tehran, January 5, 1924. Military Attaché. 





(E 2417/25/34) 


Sir P, Loraine to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received March 18) 


M 40. Secret.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 20, 1924, 
T HAVE the houour to transmit to. your Lordship herewith copy of, Intelligence 


nes the week ending the 12th instant, compiled by the military attaché 


Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 
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Enclosure in No. 85: 
(Secret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 2 for Week ending January 12, 1924. 
Gilan, 

VL HAKIMOV, on returning to Resht from ‘Tehran, did not again resume his 
duties as Russian consul but proceeded a few days later to Moscow on leave. MI. Graf 
Sidrov continues to be acting Russian consul at Resht. Aaa} 

D, ‘The siiuation througlout the northern provinees has been quiet during the 
past week. 


Azerbaijan. 

a ral of Azerbaijan, Ismail Khan, has hitherto held the post 
as a military gover ‘ow been changed to a civil governorship, 
Tsinail Khan retaining the post as wvernor-General of the province. 

1 Tabris—Ikbales-Sultanch, the ex-Serdar of Maku, has been found guilty of 
tieason towards the State, He has been fined 500,000 tomans and his villages have 
boon declared to. be Crown lands, In addition to this, much of is persoual property 
hus been confiscated. 

3, A wellknown intriguer, named Sartipzadeh, who was concerned in, the 
gondarmerie revolt at ‘Tabriz of 1021, is reported to have placed himself at the head 
govt band of tmalcontents in ‘Tabriz, who hold secret meetings in the houses of eertain 
Txtremne Democrats with the object of organising means for overthrowing the present 
atsict ailitary régime. The local police are aequainted with tho activities of this band 
tnd should have little difficulty in rounding them up, 

Recruiting for the new ard Tabriz Cavalry Regiment is progressing satisfactorily. 
Salor-i-Ashraf has been appointed to command this regiment 

7. The Russian consul-gonoral has announced that ac 
temporarily forbidden to all foreigners. Members of the Amer 
the Caucasus are not permitted to visit Tabr 

‘Mie reason for these measures is, not yet 
relations in the Caucasus between the Ri (Turkish authorities following the 
Heportation of che ‘Turkish consul at Erivan, (Referouce Intelligence Sammary 
No, 52 dated the 20th December, 1923, paragraph 6.) 

The Russian consul-goneral recently founded a n an club in ‘Tabriz 
‘A veailing-room. is provided, where Persian and Russia nist literature is 
slaved for public perusal, ‘The club is attended chiefly by Armenians and railway 
Minployeos. “Lectures are given occasionally, attended by members of the Russian 
consulate. 

9, Tho Turkish consul at Tabriz has a who joined 
the consulate ftom Angora on the Ist Jani tye ice-consul 

10. ‘The engineer in charge of the Tabriz-Julfa , M. Treakinski, wrote 
recontly to the Minister of Trade, "Tehran, saying that lie wished to pull up the rails of 
The old Maku Railway and transport them to Tabriz, ‘The Russian consul, however, 
Had inforined him that the rails are the property of the Russian Government and 
refused to sanction their removal. 

Ti. Urumia—-An incipient riot touk place in the town during the last weak of 
Decomber which yas satisfactorily: handled by the local authorities. ‘Two Christians, 
Sut ahooting, accidentally shot Mahowmedan, Certain mullas and others created the 
cakal disturbance witha view fo lynching the Christians, ‘The Governor of Urumia, 
Haji Satwat-us-Sullaneb, took prompt action, arrested « mullah and checked the rit. 

7. Mr Rust, the representative of tho Near East Relief Mission at Urumia, 
reports that many. Christians (Assyrians and Armenians) are taking out Russian 
aturalisation papers. 


ar, but it is believed to 


Tehran. 

13. A German military engineer named Harmann urrivea at Tehran on the 
22nd Decomber from Berlin, He has accepted employment under the Persian 
Governtent for the construction of x munitions factory and is reported to be receiving 
1,000 tomans a month pay and to have been given the local rank of colonel in the 
Darian army. He lies examined the neighbourliood for a suitable site, and considers 
that dajarud, 16 mies astorth-eust of ‘Tehran, isthe most suitable place fer the erection 
Of the factory, as tho Jajarud River will provide the necessary water power to run 
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electric plant. Four German assistants are i ) 
le reported to be on their way from Borlin t 

jon Harman, and Jatier was Heard to state that lhe would probably TG capa 
Gernaalerplerers s1Uis a Shot Hannan engagement ‘was arranged. by tho 

. jouel Isinail Khan, his representative in Berlin, Av 
unconfirmed report states that the plant ft Hf ieee ee 
E rt states the factory will be shipped direct f 
Germany to Bushire aud will be brought up f i DE aaa 

5 there to Tehran in horsed 
1d Mushaver-ul-Mamalek, the Persian Mini Sain Reo 
a ) ‘ ersian Minister at Moscow, has beon instructed 
ee & once to ‘Tehran to assist in’ Russo-Porsian trade negotiations, which a 
story baiean a view to concluding a definite trade agreement between 
He is expected to arrive at Enzeli 
fe is ex aE the 17th Januar 
15. Thirty empty large f ak s 
4 pty large four-horsed wagons left Teliran ou the 30th December 
ee rg ¥ n cember for 
Bushire in charge of a military eoorts ‘They aro to bring back munitions and military 
Pan RCRA UA aE Bushire from Europe with General Amanulla 
Sempeaehe See MUSES week's Intelligence Summary, paragraph 21, 
. Pie Council of Ministers at i 
i ie Con ; 4 meeting on the Ist January decided to obtai 
fixe more American advisers, Four of theso arp intended for Mev eyentisl ss 
Sa Ls andone in the Tehran Municipality. 7 
. A reliable source states that the Prime Minister i % 
a Nl » Prime Minister informed the Council of 
tinitere on the Sst December that the Sinelair Company bas promised inna elf of 
0,000 nove that the company has been successful in obtaining the North 
Concession, Reza: Khan added that ho proposed to hand ovor this tu otto ta 
Faeation to asst the development of schools in tho country. 
18, Thi has given its approval toa scheme put forward by the Ministe 
he Ata for paola weights SUES th roughont the tain ate 
Prone ease in asad andl motree and Bilogramnnes aro to be the sandard 
i. re en given for sealed pat Is e made in Vs istry 
hah are taped wih Govemment mark Rect tee ae 
. M. Lokhitionoy, the Russian consul at Ardebil, arrived in ‘Tehri rlebil 
on the 2nd January fora conforeneo with M. Baa aie 
|. An Armenian w sspaper “Banvor” (the “Worker is bei i 
eee gfn Armenian weekly n hi or”) ig being published 
in Tehran, edited by Sairim Ginaossan. It is « Communist cvblfaton a hel 
e subsidised by the Rugsian Lagation at 300 tomans monty. 
,,,,_ 21+ ‘The local press announces the appointment of M, Bonzom as Kreuch Mini 

2 local un of M, Bonzom as trench Minister at 
Tehran in the place of MC Provost, who proceeded on leave to Fiano some months ago, 
wirreihhe, Russian oficial nowsrshect dated tho 20h January announces that 
4. Tish is seriously ill, and on tho advieo of his modieal advisers wil do no work 


Rumours are prevalent here that his cessation from work 


ae due more to political 


Cazvin, 


23, With reference to paragraph 10, Intelligence Summary No. 1, 1924, the 


nda literature 
to Tabri, 
24. An individual named Sheikh Mubi iran Shirazi arvi i 
2 iaminad Miran Shirazi arrived at: Knzvin 0 
tle 26th December from Baku, Hl stats that he acsompaniod tho bate guts 
who loft Ia last summer, and camo to‘Tuhran. From ‘Tehran hy travel to Meshed, 
AKhabad) Krasnovodak and Bako, At Baki ho fll lad remained there two months 
His fonds having run out the Russians assisted him with money andl ho came to 
_, Ha proposes to retum wo Nejel. Hl i very favourably dispose toward the 
Russians and is services may be ued by, Um ab an gent ls deseption as 
cool eal (0, age, very tal, dank Tong beard, dark oyos, well edueato 
2, Two hundred recruits for the army enlisted in the Zenj ict arr 
i my Zenjan district arrived 
tthe 26h Detamnber en rae tp Totvan or etaing aad dratang Joule, 


Isfahan. 


26. The Chief of th ivisic fa 
2a gaa ete i sean wict ellen fhe 


“You are authorised to enlist uj 
ware an ip to 500 volunteers for the cavalry. 
me ed their own horses. Pay, &c., will he normal army aa one 


been despatched by M. Hofimann partly ‘to Kermanshah and 


« 








a2 


will be fed at Government expense. Send every month your statement of accounts 
regarding these enlistments. : : ; 

“The local police (‘ nazmich’) is put under your orders and the chief of police 
is to be under you.” 


Turistan, 


27. Reinforcements for the Persian force at Khorremabad arrived at Daulatabad 
from Hamadan on the 7th January. ‘These consist of $00 cavalry and 2,000 infantry 
r uy jigot. 
under the command of Colonel Gigot Patan reianena meer 
Military Attaché. 
Tehran, January 12, 1924. 





[E 2418/256/34) 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received March 18.) 


ees Tehran, January 28, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of Intelligence Summary 
No, 3, for tho woek ending the 1th instant, compiled by the military attaché to 
this Legation. 


No. 86. 


T have, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No. 86. 
Secret, : ‘ 
bey) Intelligence Summary No. 8 for Weel ending January 19, 1924. 
Gitan, ie 3 f 

‘THD German steamer “Isfahan” arrived at Enzeli from Astrakhan on the 
21th December, and left Bnzeli on the 20th December for Baku, with M. Parsadanoy, 
the representative of the Russo-German Transit Company on board. 

DEA meoting of the local Communist. party was held at the Russian consulate at 
Bnzelion the 27th December. ‘The meeting was attonded by the Russian consul 
M. Bragin Kurayedov; the. military commissar from the warship “Trotski”; 
MM. Peikates, Seisin, Gorodotski, Pustobacv; and a number of others. ‘The question 
debated was the split that had occurred in the Communist party at Moscow. 


‘avellors arriving at ‘Tabriz, from Murkey report that the Trebizond 
~Bayazid road is unsafe, and that caravans travelling by this road are ye 
escorted by gendarmes as far as the Persian frontier. The road is reported to Be 
infostod with Kurdish robbers, who are giving « great deal of trouble to the local 
‘Turkish authori 4 fod 
|. An unconfirmed report states that the Turkish 8th Tribal Division has been 
transferrod to Kayizman. This division yas last reported to be a cadre formation at 
Van. Also that tho 11th Caucasian Division has moved to Ikdir from the V 


Tehran. 

. 5, Articles in the local press have been published during the -past week openly 
advocating the formation of a Persian republic, and loud in the praises of Reza Khan, 
who is) suggested is the future President, Propaganda, though slight at prosent, is 
undoubtedly being spread to influence public opinion in this direction ; it is not clear, 
llowever, whethorit emanates from Roza ‘Khan himself, the " Ishtamayua ” party, ot 
the Russians. A combination of the latter two is the more probable. The position 
will become clearer when the new Majlis assembles, and much depends on whether the 
Shah will return to Tehran in time to open it in accordance with the constitutional 
Jaws of the country. 4 : 

. Dr Milleponghi on tho 13th January informed the Cabinet officially. that the 
Iudget will not show « deficit at the end of the year (22nd March), and that, if he 
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can eollect the debts of the Sheikh of Mohammerah and several others, there will bo @ 
balance in hand of about half a million tomans in the Treasury. 

7. Dr. Millspaugh has handed in to the Cabinet of Ministers his budget scheme 
for 1924-25, for which he requires 24 million tomans. Of this sum, 10 million tomans 
are earmarked for the War Ministry. 

8. Farokhi, the notorious editor of the extremist newspaper ““Tofan,” was deported 
to Kum from Tehran on the 14th Jannary, by orders of the Prime Minister, for 
publishing a series of articles against Reza Khan. 

9. With reference to paragraph 16 of Intelligence Summary No: 1, dated the 
Sth January, 1924, Mr. Bennett arrived at ‘Tehran on the 17th January vid 
Constantinople, Baku and Enzeli, and is staying with Dr. Millspaugh. 

10. A reliable informant states that Mr. Kanahara, a member of the Japanose 
mission in Tehran, had an interview on the 19th January with an official of the Persian 
Ministry of Public Works, during which he stated — 

“(a) In Japan I was Director of ‘Trade and Industry. 

“(b.) T want from you a list of all Persian mines (not oil), showing mines that are 
working, that have been worked and abandoned, and mines as yet 
untouched, 

“(¢.) Tam leaving Persia at the end of February for Japan vid Mohammerah, in 
order that I can examine the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's oil-fields, 

“(d) My mission is collecting detailed information in Persia about commerce and 
mines, so that Japan can have close trade relationship with Persia 

“(e.) We have no oil in Japan. Persia is rich in this respect, I don’t know if 
there is any possibility for us to obtain oil interests here or not. 

“(j.) Thope to return to ‘Tehran later.” 


11. ‘The Council of Ministers on the 16th January informed the Ministor of 
Finance to instruct Dr. Millspaugh to turn his attention to. Persian mines (excepting 
oil) with @ view to their exploitation, and to draw up a scheme in conjunction with 
local merchants for organising « Persian group for the exploitation of mines. 

12, With reference to paragraph 1:3 of Iast week's summary, the name of the 
German engaged by the Persian Government to construct a munitions factory. is now 
reported to be Hartmann and not Harman. 

An informant, usually reliable, states that Hartmann has asked Reza. Khan for 
permission to engage forty German employees from Germany, but sanction for fourteen 
only was given. Informant states that. the factory is to manufacture rifles, small arms 

, shell for field and mountain guns, and cordite, and that Hartmann has 
been promised credit for 2 million tomans for the purpose. 

13. The Persian Minister in Moscow, Mushaver-ul-Mamalek, loft Moscow on the 
14th January for Tehran. (Reference, paragraph 14 of last week's summary), 

14, Reports from Hussia state that the feeling against the Jows is increasing. A 
Jocal informant states that M. Shumyatski received a letter by the last. courier from 
Moscow, stating that— 

(a.) The So 

Jews from high appointmne the Government service owing to the 
increasing hatred of Jews, which is becoming apparent auiongst tlie masses, 


() A decision had heen made to lessen oppression by the Government. on 
the Church, 


Central Wxeoutive Committee had decided to gradually eliminate 


Turistan, 


15, Since the 11th January no fighting has taken place between the Lurs and 
Persian troops. _epresentatives of the Lur tribes hays come into Khorremabad to 
discuss terms with the Persian Government. A detachment of Persian troops, strength 
not yet kuown, has left Khorremabad for Dizful to complete opening of this trade route, 

16, With reference to paragraph 19, Intelligence Summary No, 62, dated the 
2th December, 1923, the chief cause of this reverse to Government troops is reported 
to have been shortage of ammunition. 

‘The War Minister has ordered Colonel Ibrahim, Khan, Director of Ordnance 
Stores at Army Headquarters, to be tried by court-martial for not sending a sufficient 
amount of ammunition to the Luristan front. 


Isfahan. 


17. Tho Chief of the General Staff, Southern (Isfahan) Division, wrote to Colonel 
Baghir Khan at Shushter on the 25th December, ordering him to appoint Sultan Ali 
[11690) we 
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Asghar Khan to be officer commanding garrison at Nasitiyeh (Ahwaz), and to instruct 
the latter to be on as good terms as possible with the Sheikh of Mobammerah, with a 
view to getting all the information he could out of him. 

18, It is reported that the Chief of the General Staff, Southern Division, telegraphed 
as follows to the Sheikh of Mohammerah on the 10th December :— 

“T received a letter from the Prime Minister on the 20th November, ordering 
me to telegraph to you and ask for your friendly assistance towards our detachment. 
‘Also that you will assist our plans for enlisting 500 volunteers for the cavalry by 
the 22nd March, We shall then be very grateful to you.” 


Shiraz. 

19, Officer commanding Shiraz has asked army headquarters for sanction to 
raise an engineer battalion, which is to be placed in charge of the Shiraz—Bushire 
road, and be paid in part from the funds allotted to the Ministry of Public Works, 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 
Tehran, January 19, 1924. 





[B 1957/400/34) No. 87. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald —(Received March 4.) 
(No, 58.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 90, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour, with reference to my telegram No, 19 of the 12th January 
to the Marquess Grirzon of Kedleston, to acquaint you in greater detail with the 
incident which has arisen in connection with the ‘Tehran newspaper" Setareh Tran,” 

‘After the communiqué which I issued under Lord Curzon’s instructions, and of 
which copies were enclosed in my despatch No. 617 of the Bist Deceimber, 1929, 1 had 
hoped that the agitati hran press in regard to the. tens 
Britain and Afghan and with it the extremely 
to tho policy of His Majesty's Government and to the tyrat 
‘Afghanistan which wos attributed to them here. Nevertheless, “Sotareh Tran,” in its 
issuo of the 7th January, published a further statement to t! that Anglo-Afgban 
Hiostilities had begun.” Weing desirous to contradict immediately this report, which [ 

convinced was unfounded, Csent a clear-the-line telegram to the Government of India 
to vorily the fuets, and issued « formal denial as soon ax I received their reply on the 
Sth January, On'the 11th January “Setareh Tran” presumed to question the veracity 
ofmy statement, aud, in order that you may understand the offensiveness of its remarks, 
T bof leave to transinit-n translation of them in extonso, 

Le will be remembered that during Kawam-es-Sultaneh's second Government in the 
summer of 1922) Chad great difficulty in obtaining a somewhat meagre satisfaction for 
‘1 similar contradiction of an official communiqué recording the circumstances attending 
the departure from Irak to Porsia of the sons of two prominent mujtabids. Tt appear 
to mo that © repetition of this incident could not be suifered to pass without. securing 
the fullest satisfaction, for to tolerate such goings on would seriously affect the dignity 
find authority of His Majesty's represontative. in this country ; moreover, the present 
‘Porsian Government had professed its sincere desire to live on good terms with Great 
Britaiu and to remove the’ misunderstandings which separated the two Governments, 
‘and, furthormore, it possessed the strength and popular support nécessary to repress 
those unseemly manifestations should it wish to do so. 

T therefore resolved to take the matter up most energetically, aud sent the Oriental 
seorotary to/seo tho Prime Minister on the 12th January to say that the comments of 
S'Setareh Tran’ on my offical communiqué were intolerable, and that I would no longer 
ut up with this sort of thing; that I was well syare that a word from his, Highress 
would gulls to curb Subba, the editor of the paper in question 5 if that word ware not 
Ziven, Taliould conclude that the Government did not desire to give it, aud preferred to 
tee the accredited representative of a great and friendly Power publicly: insulted. 
Mr. Havard was to add that my pationce was at an end; that, unless imuiediate and 
vigorous steps were taken to stop these disgraceful alkonts—an this case affecting my 
dwn potson—T should have to report the whole matter: to my Goverament and request 
jastruotious, His Highness replied that my complaint was fully justified; that he 
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would examine in the Couneil of Ministers that same day whether legal action could be 
token against the editor, but, if not, he would take matters in his own hands, and 
promised that T should in any ease receive satisfaction. 

_sBellevng in the sincerity, of his Highness’ undertaking, T awaited the promised 
action. The only sign of it. which appeared, however, was the publication by “Setarch 
Tran.” of an almost more offensive statement, reluctantly admitting that there was no 
Avglo-Afghan war, but insinuating that His Majesty's Government were in the habit 
of publishing false statements to suit their own. political designs, and that reserve in 
ceepting as truthful communications from official British sources was only natural. I 
therefore visited Serdar Sepah myself on the 16th instant, drew his attention to, this 
latest article in “Setareh Iran,” and asked what action had heen taken on my previous 
complaint, His Highness replied that he had directed the formation of a Cabinet 
Committee to consider the best way of stopping: these personal attacks, and that. as 
regards my actual complaint, his assistant in the Presidency of the Council, Adl-ul- 
Mulk, bad been told to send’ for Sabba and tell him to cease meddling in political 
discussions unless granted express permission to do so, I replied that, whether or not, 
Sabla had been spoken to in the sense mentioned, the last article made matters much 
worse, and nothing short of an apology printed in a covspicuous place in Sabba’s own 
newspaper would bo sulfclent to atone for the inmll which bad eon offered to. me. 
Serdar Sopah then sent for Adl-ul-Mulk, and told me that he would obtain satisfaction 
for me in the present case, and that the committee would tako steps for the future, 

"Time went on and nothing took place, nor was T acquainted by the Prime Minister 
with any steps which he might havo taken to fulfil the positive assurances which he 
had given me, and T therefore addressed to him on the 24th January a letter of which 
copy is enclosed herein, I likewise enclose copy of his Highness's reply, which was 
roferred tovin my telegram No. 30 of the 29th January, and of a further letter which 
T addressed to him on the 28th January. 

On the following day Adl-ul-Mulle came to see mo, and said that the Primo 
Minister wished to settle this matter in the mannor that T desired, and asked shat 
steps were necessary, T informed his Excellency of the minimum satisfaction which T 
demanded as desoribed above, adding that if Sabba was to he brought here to make 
his apology I must know exactly what he was going to say, as hy was evidently, « man 

whom nob even the slightest reliance could be placed, I thereupon wrote out what 
[considered a suitable form of apology, and gavo a Persian translation of it to Adi-ul- 
Mulk, who said that he would arrange for Sabba to come here and. communicate it. 

T this morning received Adi-ul-Mulk and Sabba, and the latter made his apology 
in the desired form, adding to it an expression of his profound regret for the incident 
‘and his personal esteem and respect for myself. T aocopted his apology and told Subba 
that as soon as it had been made public in his own newspaper I should regard the 
incident as definitely closed, and hoped there would be no oceasion to renew m 
complaiut in the future, ‘The text of the announcement to be made in “Setarob Tran” 
in its issue of to-morrow was agreed on botween Adl-ul-Mulk and myself, and accepted 
by Sabba, 

Tt is a matter of regret to me that this satisfaction should not have been given 
arlien. I think that the Prime Minister realised all the time that it was due, but I 
can only conclude that. he was reluctant to secure it except in deference to the further 
pressire which I brought to bear on him, I trust, however, that the lesson will be a 
salutary one, and that it will have the effect of asserting the dignity of foreign repre 
sentatives at the Court of Persia, which there is a noticeable but hardly definable 
tondenoy nowadays to belittle. 

T have, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 87. 


Extract from the “ Setareh Iran" (No. 98) of January 14, 1924, 


TN a formal communication sent’ from the British Legation to the Foreign Office 
the other day news of outbreak of war between England and Afghanistan is strongly 
contradicted. 
We must congratulate the Persians, who, through the display of their suscepti- 
bilities and performance of a demonstration, have made the British Legation so 
[11690] as 
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courteous that they are trying to seek popularity in the hearts of the people by 
guccessive contradictions of outbreak of war between England and Afghanistan, How 
much demagogy is esteemed and yalued, that a Legation, representing the greatest 
colonising Power of the world, also resorts to it! Could the readers recollect, they 
would certainly remember that’ the British denied the expulsion of the 8 from 
Mesopotamia, and maintaiued that the ulamas emigrated from there of their own 
accor, With regard to the attempt made against the life of His Holiness Ayatollah 
Khalessi on his arrival at Bushire, by a criminal, they asserted that the assailant was 
drink! Should the readers of this paper cast a glance on the Moscow news, printed in 
this number, they will understand that we did not report falsehood, or that we had 
not falsely predicted, with some hesitation, news of the war between England and 
‘Afghenistan{ ‘There are a good many indications that whenever the British 
contradicted an event there was something at the back of the contradiction. We must 
await the pregnant future. 


——— 


Enclosure 2in No. 87. 
Sir P. Loraine to Serdar Sepah. 


M. lo Président du Conseil, Tehvan, January 24, 1924. 
THE failure of your Highness's Government to secure for me the sitisfuction 
raqueated in regard fo the insulting contradiction of my official communiqué published 
by. Soturch Tran” compels me to conclude that your Highnoss does not intend to 
RIAL the assurances which you gave to me personally that full satisfaction would be 
siven. 
Bie shall therefore inform the new British Government to that effect as soon as it 
has taken office, 
Tam ayaro that your Highness has in contemplation measures to prevent the 
rourronce of such incidents, and I trust they will be promptly introduced a 


energetically applied, 
Aivie does not, however, affect the di 
ayhich uo apology has been given or amends made as requested by mo of your 


aflront offered to me by “Setareh Tran,” 


Tavail, ko, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


ee 


Enclosure 8 in No. 87. 
Serdar Sepah to Sir P, Loraine. 


Gh Dalve, 1302 (January 26, 1924). 

1 HAVE reosived your letter of the 24th January concerning the newspaper 
“Sotareh Iran” and ite baseless contradiction, and Tamust again remind you that the 
very day that your Excellency roferred this matter to me [took action privately to 
Tnodlerate and Feinedy tho contradiction which was the subject of your complaint. 
‘The reason [say private action is that by law it was impossible to take official action, 
and the only obligation that in accordance with the law was incumbent on “Setarabs 
Tran” was that mentioned in article 10 of the Press Law, i.e, to retract (the statement) 
‘und proteot your Exeellenay by printing and publishing it in the place of the statement 
(previously) made, Ror that very reason, the editor of the “Irn” (7) was invited to 
cerange that contradiction in subsequent numbers. He did arrange it—only for the 
fake of his newspaper he made the contradiction ia the middle of his leading article so 
that thero might be no obstruction to his démenti of the contradiction. 

‘As you were not satisfied with this [ took other steps, and {am sure that these 
instructions have by nov reovived consideration, Tf, in spite of this arrangement, you 
Monaider it necessary to refer the matter to your new Government, of course there 18 no 


prevention. 
SERDAR SEPAH. 


a 
Enclosure 4 in No. 87. 


Sir P. Loraine to Serdar Sepah. 


M, le Président du Conseil, Tehran, January 28, 124. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Highness’s letter of the 
26th January (6th Dalve 1802). 

‘Your Highness will permit me to point out that I have made no complaint about 
the steps which you have taken to prevent a recurrence of the incident created bj 
“Setar Tran” orto compel the editor in, futuro to treat foreign representatives with 
the respect and courtesy due to their rank and position, and I may again express the 
hope that these measures will prove efficacious, no less in the interest of the Persian 
Government than in that of the foreign representatives themselves. Tam compelled to 
notice, however, that they have not prevented ‘‘Setareh Tran” from making fresh and 
iipudent observations on British policy in its issue No, 110 of the 5th Dalve, 

What your Highness does not appear to have grasped fully as yet, although T 
thought Thad made it abundantly plain, both by tho message I sont you by 
Mr. Havard on the 12th January and by the language which T eld to you myent on 
the 16th January, is that satisfaction has not yet been given to me for the grave 

‘sonal affront offered to me as long ago as the 11th January by‘ Sotareh Tran,” 
\Whose editor presumed to question the trath of a public und official communication 
made by me on a question of fact. 

‘The so-called démenti, which later appeared in “Setarch Tran,” only made matters 
worse, for, as myself pointed out to your Highness, it was wholly inadequate and it 
had the iinpertinence to suggest that the British Government was in the habit of 
publishing false news, 

Tt therefore becomes necessary to inform your Highness: that until personal 
sitisfiotion has been given to me for this affront, in a form acceptable to and agreed to 
hy myself, further relations of any intimicy or condiality between myself and tho 
Imperial Government are quite impossible, 

Mr, Havard has received a card from the editor of “Setareh Tran” saying that he 
wishes to call on Mr, Havard in accordance with your Highness instructions, Tf the 
proposed call is for the purpose of offering un apology, it is cloar, in tho first place, that 
the apology must be made to me aud not to Mr. Havard. Tn the seoond place, before 
coepting any apology from M, Sabba, it is necessary for the form of the apology to be 
fottled beforehand, and that it should be published by hin in his nowsp 
prominent place, 

Bofore, therefore, allowing any member of my staff to receive M. Sabba, 1 must 

y your Highness to acquaint mo with tho nature of the instructions which he says 
we been received from you. 
[avai 


PERCY LORAINE, 





[ 1958/1076/34) No, 88. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonalé.—(Received March 4.) 
(No. 59.) 
Sin, Tehran, January 30, 1924. 

1 HAYE the honour to inform you that Sayyid Mohammed Sadik ‘Tabatabai 
has been appointed us Persian Amtlassador to Turkey. 

He is the son of a deceased tnujtabid of some importance bearing the samo nam 
‘The father was one of the chief’ protagonists of the constitutional movement in Persia, 
and the son in due courss becaine & prominent Constitutionalist and was elected 2s 
Deputy Speaker in the Seoond Persian Parliament. In 1915 he joined the pro-German 
arty and loft Persia with the muhajerin (emigrants), finally reaching Constantinople, 
where he stayed until, in 1919, Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, then Prime Minister of Persia, 
allowed him to return, 

Tt is believed that he outstayed his welcome at Constantinople and offended the 
‘Turks by several publications in which he overstepped the bounds of ordinary eriticism, 
He now only awaits his agrément before starting for his post. 

Formetly a prominent member of the Democrat party, he is now one of the leading 
lights of the Socialists, who are in close touch with the Russian Soviet reprosentative 


[11690] o4 
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here, but his popularity and influence have considerably diminished since he fled to 
‘Turkey in 1915. 

He has ever been trying to regain his lost position, but without much suocess, for 
he has no fixed principles and his sole object in identifying himself with any party is 
gelfadvancement. He would appear to have now succeeded in this, but it is said that 
he was given this appoiutment more with the object of getting rid of him than from 
any influence exercised by his party. 

He is a regular political chameleon and entirely untrustworthy. ' 

‘Tho appointment marks a new departure in that it is the first time that a sayyid 
wearing a turban has been appointed as a Persian representative abroad. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's High Commissioner at 
Gonstanitiiople, 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 2419/255/94) No. 89. 
Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald,—(Received March 18.) 


No. 63. Secret.) 

ir, Tehran, January 31, 1924. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of Intelligence Summar 

No. 4 for the week ending the 26th instant, compiled by the military attaché to thi: 


Legation. 
Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enolosure in No, 89. 
(Secret,) 


Gilan. 

‘NHB province has been particularly quiet during the past month, the principal 
matter of local interest being the canvassing for votes by. candidates for seats in the 
hew Majlis, Bribery and corruption in these elections seem to be moro prevalent 
Gilan than in other provinces, the prico of a vote in Enzeli being from 5 to 10 krans. 

Mho Russian officials are taking @ very active part in the elections, and are 
svhat they can to. guarantee the success Of pro-Russian candidates. ‘Their activities 
eauiged a protest to be made by the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, who wrote to 
M. Shumyatski/on the 21st January as follows :— 

“Your consul at Enzeli is interfering in internal political matters, and is 
taking an active interest in the cloction of candidates for the filth Majlis. ‘This is 
contrary to international law. Please issue strict orders to the Knzeli consul that 
hie is to cease such interference.” 


Intelligence Swinmary No. 4 for Week ending January 26, 1924. 


2, An Armenian Communist named Paron Sardarian, who arrived at Enzeli from 
the Cinensus some weeks ago, states that he is a musician who is collecting information 
about Persian and Armenian folk-songs. He is reported from various independent 
sources to be in reality a distributor of Bolshevik propaganda, and that he hopes after 
‘visiting Tehran to be able to go to Bagdad and Indio. 

The Reaht newspaper, “Nod Gila,” ns been suppressed by order ofthe 
Primo Ministor for publishing a sories of articles against the Russians. ‘The editor, 
however, continues to publish. bis paper under a new name, “Parvarish,” the first 
number making its appearance on the 18th January. 


‘Azerbaijan. 

4, Tabriz.—Rumours are current in Tabriz of increasing friction between Turks 
and Russians on the Cancasus frontier. Travellers state that the Russians are 
particularly anxious to regain possession of Kars p 

‘5 Several Turkish officers in mufti, who have recently arrived at ‘Tabriz. from 
‘Parkey, haye been seon walking in the bazaars accompanied by a representative of the 
iMurkish consulate, The object of their visit has not yot been ascertained. 
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_6. Three new officials for the Russian consulate have arrived at Tabriz from 
‘Tiflis, M. Turov, M. Navasatov and M. Alexinski. 
'. The following is a short description of Russian Soviet business houses at present 
established in Tabriz 


(a.) Centrosoywe— An old-established firm of general merchants, doing import and 
export business, but not touching carpets. Havea branch at Ardebil. No 
conneetion with the Russo-Persian Trading Company (Khostaria), 

(b.) Zakgostorg (also Vneshtorg)—At present confine themselves to importing 
sugar and kerosene; work chiefly on commission basis, 

(c.) Textile Syndicate. —A syndicate formed by all textile manufacturers in Russia, 
this being their ageney hero, Imports Russian prints andl cloth ofall 

inds, 

(4.) Dobrofiott—A new Russian transport company. ‘They are unable at present 
to undertake transit through Caucasus. Since their arrival they have 
transported to the extent of 100 wagons (of about 1,000. poods each) to 
Russia, chiefly dried fruits, 

(e) Rupeto.—(Russo-Porsian ‘Trading Company), (Khostaria). Banking and 

lommereial. Officials came to Tabriz in September, though have not yet 
opened an office. Capital of the company reported to be about 1,500,000 
gold roubles: ‘The only Persians at Tabriz, who are interested in this 
company are the brothers Hajji Rabim and Hajji Yussuf Kasyini, the former 
boing in Moscow at present, They took up shares for 10,000 gold roubles, 
for which they obtained following conditions: Goods are paid for by 
Rupeto and brought toa Persian port, where they are delivored to Kasyini 
against payment. Half the profits go to Rupeto, Iniports aro chiofly 
Dutch sugar, for which Khostaria has arranged transit through tho 
~ Caucasus vid Batum, 


8 Urumia.—The Persian chiof of polico in Azerbaijan has sent, a special agent 
to Urumia to watch and report on the activities of the Russian vice-consul there. 


Luristan, 

9. With reference to paragraph 15 of last wook's summary, news has reached 
‘Tehran that the Lurs made a fresh attack against Government troops near Khorromabad. 
on the 20th January, resulting in a severe defeat for’ tho tribesmen, who aro, reported 
to have lost 400 killed, over 200 prisoners, soveral thousand’ animals, and a largo 
quantity of ammunition and arms. 

10, Sarim-ed-Dowleh has been appointed Civil Governor of Luristan, and has 
been ordered to proveed at'onee to Khorremabad, 


Tehran. 

11. With reference to paragraph 6 of Inst weok’s summary, the Orown Prince has 
become greatly alarmed at the frequency of articles in the local press in favour of 
forming a republic, and is reported to have considered seriously the advisability of 
leaving tho country at once. His anxiety lessenod, however, after an interview on the 
22nd January with Roza Khan, who assured him that he had taken, aud would take, 
ho stops against the throno, and would at once put an end to this typo of propaganda 
in the press. ‘The Primo Minister then sent for the editors of newspapers and. told 
them to ceaso publishing articles of such a nature, 

‘The newspaper, * Kanu,” was suppressed on the 26th January for continuing to 
publish articles against the Shahi 

12, Nowa of Lenin's death reached the Russian Legation on the evening of the 
22nd January, and was publicly announced on the 23rd January in a special edition of 
the Russian nows-shoet * Radio Bulletin (Roata).” 

‘ho Soviet officials in Persia are greatly upset at tho news, and aro a little 
uncertain as to their future. News has algo been received that ‘Trotski is ill and is 
now in Tiflis for a rest cure. 

‘A memorial service for Lenin was held at tho Russian Legation on the 24th 
January, attended hy representatives of the Persian Government and of various political 
‘and trade organisations, and by a number of officials from foreign Legations. 

13, M. BO. Logusoveki has joined tho staf of the Rossian Legution in ‘Tehran 


as legal adviser. Tn 1922 he was employed at Resht as assistant to M. Apresoy, the 
Russian consul at that time, 








90 


14, With reference to paragraph 9 of last week's summary, Mr, Bennett's visiting 
cardis inscribed : Lorenzo B, Bennett, representative of the Ulan Railway Construction. 
He has commenced work collecting all available information regarding railway 
possibilities in the country. 

15. Mufakham-ed-Dowleb, the Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, was recalled 
to Tehran on the 16th Januar, and is to be replaced by Sayyid Muhammad ‘Tabatabai, 

16, Mushaver-ul-Mamalek, the Persian Minister at Moscow, arrived at Tehran on 
the 21st January. 

V7. Sordar Abdul Hussein Khan, the son of the Afghan Minister at ‘Tebran, is 
reported to be leaving Tehran at the end of January for Bombay, where he is stated to 
have heen appointed Afghan consol-general. 


Astarabad. 

18,, The Prime Minister telegraphed on the 19th January to Moayed-ed-Dowleh, 
the Governor of Astarabad, saying that, ashe seemed unable fo comnience disarming 
tle Turkomans, he was to’ come at once to ‘Tehran to receive the instructions of the 
Government in person, 

M. SAUNDERS, Liewt.-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 
Teliran, January 26, 1924, 





[EB 1962/400/34) No, 90. 


Public Apology by the Hditor of * Setarch Tran" printed in his Tasue of 
January 31, 19 


(Hnelosures in Sir P, Loraine’s despatch No. 66 of February 15 received March 4.) 


(Translation.) 

ON a certain evening, when 1 was absont from my office, one of my writers 
inserted certain phrases in an article contradicting statements made by His Britannic 
Majesty's Minister and his Excellency was greatly annoyed thereat. 

Tu view of the excessive importance | utiach to upholding the dignity of the 
ropreaontatives of the neighbouring Powers in Persia, the annoyance of His Britannic 
Majesty's Minister has caused me much pain and sorrow. 

T have thoroforo apologised and confeused that i ix unthinkable and iinposible 
for mo to contradict the statements of an honourable representative of his ran 

Tn view of the apology tendered, his Excollency has fortunately (put as 
annoyance) been appeased. 





[B 1963/95/34) No. 91. 
Sir P. Loraine to Zoka-ul-Mull. 


(Enclosure in Sir P, Loraine’s despatch No. 67 of February 1; received March 4.) 


resent Belg 
fh Betas subj 
conditions under which His Majesty's Government axe 
of thi British Indian post offs in the south to the Persian Adu 

By a note dated the 22nd May, 1922, 1 informed his Highiiess Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
that His Britannic Majesty's Government agreed in principle to the trausfer of these 
bios prvided that the Persian Government would give me an assurance that it was 
their settled purpose to maintain an equally efficient servico under the supervision of 
Huropean or American Director-(eneral of Posts.” His Highness Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
failing to uchieyw the formation of a Cabinet, I made n similar communication to. his 
successor, his Highness Kawam-es-Sultanch, on the 18th Tune, 1922, The latter replied 
on the 20th July, 1922: The director-generalship of that Department being entrusted 
to a European, I feel confident that the postal adininistration in. the south, under the 
control of a Buropean director-general residing in the capital, will be properly 


managed.” 
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‘This condition having been thus definitely settled and accepted, the delegates of 
the Persian, Indian and [rak Governments met in conference at Bushire, and at 
the first meeting, on the Sth December, 1922, the Persian delegate declared that 
he was authorised “to repeat the assurances already given by his Government that it 
does not enter into their intentions to change the present postal administrative arrange- 
ments, which are confided to the supervision of @ Belgian director-general, and that 
official steps are already in train between the Persian and Belgian Governments for the 
eventual engagement of a Belyian Director-General of Posts after the question of 
M. Molitor's retirement has been settled, ‘There is no doubt,” he added, * that such an 
appointment will be made in due course after the necessary reference to the Majlia has 
been made, probably during the month of March, ‘The agreement for the trausfor of 
the offices was concluded and sigued on the 9th December, 1922, and it is stated in the 
preamble thereof that the agreement has been concluded ‘after confirmation by the 
representative of the Imperial Persian Government of the assuraness given by this 
Government.” 
pointed out to your Excellency in my note of the 24th March, 1928, that it 
would be in more regular form to insert the assurances in the text of the agrecment, 
yout Exeelleney replied on the 2st Apri, 1923, that, it was unnecessary, sinoe the 
Persian Government had spontaneously engaged the services of Europeans, which would 
be continued as long as it was considered necessary for the oon workingiot that 
administration. In my reply of the 6th May, 1923, 1 informed ‘your Excellency that 
His Majesty's Governivent had taken note with sutisfaction of the intentions of the 
Persian Government in regard to the good working of the postal administration under 
the European advisers whom the Persian Government themselves engaged for the 
purpose, 
There is therefore no shadow of a doubt of the condition on which the southern 
offices were transferred, and it is, to say the least of it, surprising that the Persian 
Government should, without a word to the representative of the Governments which 
iluded the agreement with Persia, violate that condition by transferring the 
direction of the administration from European to Persian hinds. ‘This action is, more- 
over, particularly illstimed in view of the grave defects in the service which I have been 
recently obliged to bring to your Excellency's notice, 
Ti the ‘circumstances 1 have the honour, by direction of the Prime Ministorsaid 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, to make a formal protest againat the measures 
ken by the Persian Government, and to request an assurance that a European 
Director-General of the Postal Administration will be maintained 


avail, & 
PERCY LORAINE, 





[E 1967/45/34) No, 92. 
Sir P, Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 75, Confidential.) 
Sin, Tehran, Rebruary 2, 1924, 

T HAVE the honour, with reference to my telegram No. 35 of the 8ist January, 
to Gansmnit to you translation of an article from the Tehran nowspaper “Shatigh 
Sorkh” discussing the idea of establishing a republic in Persia with the prosent Primo 
Minister as its first President, and quoting the remarks on the subject mado by Serdar 
Sepab himself in the course of an interview which he gave to the representative of that 
newspaper. 

Nite discussion on this subject has continued during the last fortnight in the press 
and of course in political circles also, where a sharp division of opinion 1s beginning to 
‘appear, [t is practically cartain that the demaxogies and time-servers, who furnish 
atich « considerable quota to the ranks of Tehran politicians, will endeavour to swim 
wvith the tide, and will therefore support whatever they deem to be the wishes of the 
resent dictator. I understand, however, that the mullah, class and all the big turhans 
Fitwhran are very hostile to the idea of a change of rézime, though not necessarily 
‘opposed to the deposition of the reiguing Shah in favour of another member of the 
Kajar funily. . 

‘As regards the opinions and intentions of Serdar Sepah himself, it ie not so ensy 
to form a reliable opinion, ‘There are, however, a number of small signs which indicate 
that Serdar Sepah has the possibility in his mind and is making his ovn p* , ~ations, 


SSS 
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‘The following are some examples -— 


1. ‘The absence of cordial relations between Serdar Sepah and the Prince Regent. 

2 The half-hearted measures taken by the Government to prevent or punish the 
severe criticisms of the Shah recently published in the Tebran press, and 
the simultaneous absence in the press of any articles advocating the 
ie ion af the tmonarchy. ‘hia ds, particularly signifeant, as tere is 
reason to believe that, Serdar Sepab, barring the mouthpieces of the Soviet 
‘Legation, has practically the whole of the Tehran press now under his control. 

4, ‘The fact that Serdar Sepah has allowed himself to be elected as a member of 
the new Majlis from a lirge number of constituencies, now about thirty, in 
all parts of the country, 

ict that the police in ‘Tehran and in some other places have been placed 

under the control of the Ministry for War, and that the military authorities 
have taken over all reserves of arms and munitions hitherto held by the 
police forces, 

5, ‘The appointment to important military commands of officers known to be loyal 
personal supporters of Serdar Sepab, whereas some officers not possessing that 
{ualifeation, but of acknowledged military ability, are out-of employment. 


‘Pho faet that Serdar Sepah has denied contemplating any change in the method of 
government does not earey very much conviction to my mind. It may well be that he 
considers any movement in that. direction prematury, and that any plans which he may 
cored ud are not yet auleiently developed to warrant their execution, My own 
improssion is,that, having found a wide measure of popular support fur the Government 
wee ihieh he is the Prime Minister, having fiund that his colleagues in the Cabinet ean 
ho roduced to a complete state of subservicnce, being hopeful that he will be able 
through the usual oriental devices to reduce the Majlis to a like state of submissivencss, 
hho sens no obstacle now, excopt the dynasty, to grasping the supreme authority of the 
State in his own hands, both actually and titularly. Tf this analysis is correct, the 
txplination of the tacties now omployed would be that he is encouraging the formation 


of a body of public opinion in fivour of tho establishment of the republic with bimself.as 


fle fret President, and that when the time eomes for putting this project into practice 
it will nppeor thut fe is reluctantly yielding under great pressure to the earnestly 


oxprested desire of the vast majority of his compatriots, 

Lauriniso also that he has taken into consideration the possible attitude of Persia 
tiyo great neighbours to such « change, and that he is playing not unskilfully on thei 
dealaved policies to keop them quiet and content while he develops bis own programme. 
‘Tho estublishmont of a Persian republic would undoubtedly be weleome to the 
Gorerumoit of Moscow, and T have good reason to beliove that the tendency in that 
flireation i reveiving every vucouragomont from the Soviet agents in this country, No 
difficulties need therefore be expected on. the Russian side, 

‘As regards Great Britain, Serdar Sepaly no. doubt counts on our traditional polic 
of non-intervention in the domestic affuirs of foreign countries, and believes that, if 
Confronted with a fait accompli, particularly if it had the: appearance of having come 
Ghout in obedience to popular demand, we shall acquiesce in the situation and recognise 
wrnaw régime so long as the outward aspects of legality are tilerably well maintained. 
Ho also believes that the action which he has taken both as Minister for War and 
Tatterly as Prime Minister to crush interual vevolts, to ensure security on the main lines 
of communication, and to bring the outlying provinces and the. tribes under the single 
Oo Godteal Government has been of enorinoug benefit. to British interests in 
this country, and that he has thorofore laid His Majesty's Goverament under an 
Obligation Which would warrant the reinission of the pecuniary Tnbilities, incurred 
towards thon by Persia, during the war and immediately post-war periods, | He would 
igo argue that to. remit these liabilities would really bo of greater benefit to British 
Taterests than to insist on their being met, since the result of their acceptance and 
discharge by the Persian Government would seriously cripple the financial and economic 
foeonstruction of Persia and in consequence the openings for British trade and 
enterprise. 

Thave, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE 
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Enclosure in No, 92. 


Brtract from the “ Shafagh Sorkh,” No. 76, of January 22, 1924. 
(Translation.) 

"THERE was an interesting article in the newspaper “Wakt,” published in 
Constantinople, and which was reproduced in “ Shafagh Sorkb,” No, 74, 

Tous who are mixed up in ‘Tehran politics and who well know the idéas of the 
present Prime Minister, that article was worthy of scrutiny. We have already 
previously expressed our views on that question, and were of opinion that if there was a 
Mihispering about a republic it emanated from the public, and Serdar Sepah was not 
Tesponsible for it; moreover, the trip of His Majesty to Kurope or the failure of the 
Crown Prince to go to Azerbaijan had nothing whatever to do with the question, After 
the publication of that article, many comments were heard in the town, and wo felt 
compelled to question the Prime Minister on the sulject and to learn his views about it, 
for it seemed to the writer of these lines, who is a confirmed believer in the republican 
method of government, to be. of the happiest augury if w man of authority like Serdar 
Sepah happened to share his views in that connection. But alaa! tho ideas which 
Serdar Sepah expressed on that subject were more or less as we print below :— 

“The prosperity or decay of a country is in no way caused by the form of 
government obtaining in that country, ‘The progress or decline of every country is 
lependent on a series of questions into which the form of government does not enter, 
From tho study of history and thy nations we cannot opine that the question of 
republicanism can be aecounted either a cause of decay or a reason for prosperity, 
for in North America we see a republic which is a model of civilisation and 
prosperity, but in South America the samo régime, presides over decay, In the 
fame way sovereignty cannot be said to be a cause of retrogression or of elevation, 
for Great Britain, for example, is go governed that it cannot be said that that: State 
is in any behind republican Franco in progress. Yet Rome was at its zenith when 

it was a ropublic, but as an empire it declined and decayed, 

“Therefore, in accordanc with these facts, reasons for prosperity or decline 
are to be sought claswhere, and we ioust seek for them in onder to find them. 

“Thave no passions for headship nor longing for mastery, and had it not been 
for a desire to accomplish a sacred duty which has ever been the goal of my 
Fee ould mater lave nocopted the troublen of a Premiership, 

“As you yourself onos wrote, my thoughts and efforts have ever been concen- 
trated on one object, and that was to find for Persia a way out from its prownt 
Afiliction aud calamity ; to provent Persia being a pawn in the politieal or economic 
designs of others and to enable her to stand on her own feet and to find her place 
in the ranks of li fons. I want her, moreover, tobe endowed with all those 
things which in this age, are necessary for life and happiness. I don't want to see 
‘ny ene transgres her rights, and T would ike to see her people approach nearer to 
eal happiness, and her ancient pomp snd dignity which she hs lost return to her. 

‘tn my opinion, three things aro necessary, and all enlightened men, reformers 
‘and patriots, must help me to carry them out :— 

‘Firsily, there must be order; that is to say, we must bring about seourity, 
and centralise the forces of the country, wipe out the signs of riot and insurrection 
fand haye a trong Government. 1 fondly imagine that in, this direction wo have 
nade distinct progeeas during the last thieo years, but, in view of the fact that the 
point of perfection to which T had hoped to attain has not yet, been reached, I 
Rhsider that the present: régime must be maintained and upheld, and the people 
themselves must co-operate to that end so that our efforts may not be retarded, 

“Secondly comes education, and we must provide for the people knowledge and 
the means of attaining that progress and education for which at the present time 

pend on foreigners, ‘This is another goal for the attainment of which I am 
, ancl T hope that signs of it will soon appear in the country. 

<URhirdly, we must strive for the eoonoinie development of our countay and try 
to open up tho souroes of our natural wealth by developing our trade and indushy. 
We aro surely advancing: in that direction, aud we shall then be happy when in 
the near future we shall have delivered the poor people of Persia from its oppressive 
and straitened ciroumstances, 


‘Lam striving to attain these objeots with all my power and intellect, and the 
one thing that hid not crossed my mind in that connection was a change of mothod 
of government.” 
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[E 2046 /271/34) No. 93. 
rahame to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received March 6.) 


Brussels, March 5, 1924. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply, dated 
yesterday, from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to the note which Mt 
Yaarossedt to his Excellency, in accordance with the, instructions contai 
despatch No, 250 of the 19th February on the subject of your instructions 1 2 
Mafosty’s Ministor at Pebran respecting the eapitulatory privileges enjoyed by British 
pibjeots in Persia. Copy of Mx, Wingffeld's above-mentioned note was forwarded fo 
son hig despatch No, 88 of the 26th February; and the note verbale of the 
woth October Iust, to which M, Jaspar refers, was enclosed in my despatch No. 898 
of the 29th October, 1923. 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE GRAHAME. 


eS 
Enclosure in No. 93. 


M. Jaspar to Sir G. Grahame. 


M, Ambassadeur, Bruzelles, le 4 mars 1924. 
TEN réponse a Ja communication de, Me, Wingfield: dus 25 février dernien relative 
{a question des Capitulations en Bera, jai Phonneur de fhire savoir & votre Excellence 
prtage la manibre do voir exprimée par le Gouvernement britannique: ; 
Pe emeconséauones, donné pout instructions & notre représentant en Parse en Tui 
donnant’ connaissitee dea vues) du Cabinet de Londres, de nie pas soulover In question 
dles Capitilations, Cotte attitude se justifie dautant plas pour Is Belgiqye guielle se 
tee walans une situation spéeiale, comme Vexposait la note verbale de mon Département 

du 29 octobre 1928. 
Je saisis, &o, 
HENRI JASPAR. 





[B 1924/265/94) No. 94. 


Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Monson (Teltran). 
(No. 185.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 7,,1924. 

1 HAVE received Sir P; Loraine’s despatch No, 12 of the 5th January, relative to 
tho presonco of British warships at the mouth of the Karan River, in which be casks for 
Carey of His Majesty's Government on the Persian Goverument’s contention which 
fippeara to by that, Mobammeral is a fluvial port and ot-a seaport where foreign ships 
eee neces to territorial waters under the general rules of international usage. | 

2, iw geogtaphical status of the port of Mobammerah formed the subject of careful 
enquiry in the years 1908 and 1904, and. the following telegrain was addressed by the 
Marquiss of Lansdowae to Sir A. Hardingo on the 25th February, 19042 

Sophe Admiralty hydrographer considers that Mohammeraty would, like Basra, 
be called a Persian Gulf port, situated as it is on the tidal water, and being 
reached by sea-going vessels. “London and New Orleans come within a similor 
category.” 


. The Tords Commissioners of the Admiralty consider that the above op 
respecting the status of the port of Mohammerah still bold good, and that. its 
oution asa seaport may be said to have, boon more firily established with the great 
Hevelopments that have taken place in this region. . 

Me Tewould in any case be contrary to international usage for the Persian Goyern- 
ont fo object to His Majesty's ships visiting Mohammersh. 


Tam, &. 
‘J. RAMSAY MacDONALD. 
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(B 2185/336/34) No. 95. 
Mr, MacDonald to Mr. Monson (Tehran). 


(No. 58.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, March 12, 1924. 
SIR P. LORAINE'S telegram No, 29 of 26th January: Customs tariff 
T propose to consult Sir P. Loraine on hie arrival, but it would 
meantime for you to warn the Persian Government that: unless « uniform. tariff is 
(stablished on all frontiers, His Majesty's Government must, consider question of 
withholding consent to renewal of sugar surtax after 21st March, 





[E 2280/1/34) No, 98. 


Mr. Monson to Mr. MacDonatd.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 88.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
“FOUR despatch No. 79. 

I agree with India Office despatch No. 204 and enclosed memorandum, and am 
enquiring what action Parsee group has taken in Seistan, 

‘American advisers and Persian Governnient appear to wish to develop Seistan 
themselves, Former realise necessity of export market for wheat, and hope shorty to 
introduce modern agricultural methods as well as improved system of land tenure on 
Grown lands, in the hope of cheapening cost of production. ‘They also feel need of 
light-feeder railyrays if railhead cannot be pushed forward, 

L should be glad to bo empowered to lay whole situation frankly before « mixed 

ion representing Persian Government, American advisors and Lagation, point 

dificulty of continuing presont operation of Duzilap Railway in either British or 
Persian sphere indefinitely, and invite Persian Government to frame terms of develon~ 
ment concessions sufficiently attractive to induce British or Parsca capitalists to take 
over railway and develop’ agricultural possibilites of Seistan. Would a British or 
Parsoe group be likely to take over railway in return for, development rights, over) a 
definite area of Soistan, undertaking inte duction of modern methods of agrioulture 
find improvement of eatal system, and to put down light-foedor lines or road railway to 
Gnable Seistan wheat to be exported cheaply to India? Matter is urgent, as whole 
{question of development of Seistan and ray construction in Persia aro now being. 

“dered by Persian Goveroment, and proposils are likely to be put before Majlis at 
boginning of April or before. 

(Sent to In 


Tehran, March 13, 1924. 





[ E 2283/455/34) 97. 


Mr. Monson to Mir, MacDonald. —(Recvived March 14.) 
No, 89.) 
(Telegraphic) Re Tehran, March 14, 1924. 
INTENSE campaign in fhvour of republic proweeding throughout country, 
Meetings of d ‘ re, and telegrams urging Majlis to act, Tt is open 
seoret that agitation is organised by Central Government, nob, spontaneous popular 

foment, but there is Title, artioulnte opposition, and success is practically assured, 
Firat public session of Majlis tok plaos to-day, and ropublio: may be proclaimed 
any time, 





No. 98. 


Mr, Monson to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received March 14.) 
(No. 91.) 
(Telegraphic) R. 

Sit P. LORAL 

In view of deci 


Toliran, March 14, 1924, 


in open session yesterday to get to work ut ono 


Anglo-Derwian Oil Company's ropresontative requested that protest be forwarded to 
pesigt Gaverament without delay. Protea was Peralta Wy forwarded to. Persian 
Government yorerday evening ‘with covering letter as outlined in Loraine’s telegram 
No. 52, penultimate paragraph. 
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is country for many years to come, but their use, and the particularly annoying 
frequency with which I have encountered them, seem particularly inappropriate on the 
part of a Government which professes genuine feelings of friendship towards that of 
Great Britain. 

Tt was not, however, only the inconsistency between Persian professions and 
Persian acts, nor even the sharp contrast between the Persian attitude towards 
ourselves and the helpful friendship in many difficult questions and circumstances 
extended, by His Majesty's Government to Persia, that impelled me to lay the 
circumstances before you as fully as was possible by telegraph, and to seek an 
expression of your views. I had other considerations also in mind. 

Firstly, the dangers which, in my opinion, are attendant on the entry of America 
into the Persian arena as a financial and economic competitor. This subject was 
treated in my telegram No. 41, Confidential, of the 2nd February, and I have nothing 
substantial to add thereto, My apprehensions may have fixed themselves on a mare's 
nest, and nothing would please me better than to lind that such was the case ; but the 
indications of American activity, coupled with the policy of the Persian Government, 
now publicy avowed by the Persian Minister in Washington, of “shaking off the 
British and Russian economic domination of Persia,” constituted evidence of far too 
circumstantial a character to be iguored, aud it, therefore, seemed neces y to take 
thorough stock of the sitnation if we were not to find ourselves confronted with a state 
of alfairs by no means free from dangerous possibilities. 

Secondly, 1 judged that the change in the general Persian situation, which in 
@ series of reports, and notably in my despatch No. 551, Confidential, of the 
4th September, 1922, and No. 31, Confidential, of the 10th January, 1923, I have 
Jed His Majesty's Government to anticipate, had to all intents and purposes been 
effected; for Reza Khan has not only got practically the whole country ander control 
through the national army, but he has also gathered supreme political power into his 
own hands. Indeed, what I described in 1922 as his bold and adventurous plan has 
actually been carried out in all essential respects, and with comparatively. little 
fighting. ‘The task is not yet complete and the work of consolidation remains, but the 
main danger points haye been surmounted, and entire success is, in all human 
probability, certain. Furthermore, it is hardly conceivable that anything short of 
sudden death could dislodge Reza Khan from his present position against his will, or 
prevent him from seizing even wider powers should he so desire. 

Tt is not too much to say that without the forbearance of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment the difficulties of Reza Khan's self-imposed task would have been trebled, and 
his chances of success in carrying it out proportionately diminished. ‘The forbearance 
has amounted to actual assistance, as which, indeed, it is regarded by a great number 
of the Persians themselves, and precious material assistance has also been given by 
His Majesty's Government in authorising the grant of advanoes by the Imperial Bank 
of Persia to the Persian Goverment at certain’ moments of extreme financial 
stringenoy, albeit their own claims on Persia romained unacknowledged and 
uunsatiefiod, Persia has thus been enabled to weather a most dificult period of her 
oxistence, and 40 long as there was a danger of collapse or a doubt in regard to her 
‘auccessful emergence, I have myself, on Persia’s behalf, urged on His Majesty's 
Governmént the tse of furtlier indulgence, sctuated as 1 was by the conviction that 
4 collapse of the adiniuistrative machine would be lar more prejudicial to British 
interests than the extension or consolidation of the central authority. 

‘That transitional period is, now dravsing to its close, the central authority is, 
my judgment, reasonably able to stand on its own legs, and it is time for us to look 
after our own interests rathor more closely. Ido not mean to suggest by this that 
our interests have suffered in any essential respect; on the other hand, I am of 
opinion that we have come through this difficult transitional period practically 
facatheless, and that our main interest lies been best served by buttressing up the 
integrity of this country and encouraging its elfor(s towards regeneration and recon- 
atruction. Apart, however, from the sound axioms of our general policy towards 
friendly States, aii leaving ont of discussion for the moment the vital strategical 
considerations from which the Persian problem can never be divorced, I take it that 
we must always look to Persia as a possible field for the employment of British 
enterprise, industry and capital, in which regard we claim no privileged position, but 
merelyzequality of opportunity. 

T do not bolieve that the Persians, in their present state of mind, are either ready 
or willing to grant us this equality of opportunity, and ‘that they will load the dice 


fo appease him. Given the Persian mentality these tactics will no doubt be employed 
in 
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against us whenever they see a way of doing so; and I do consider that the prospeets 
offruittal British eoonomie activity hero in the futuro are being. jeopardised s0 long #8 
this state of mind continues, 

‘That there are means at our disposal to bring about a change in this attitude can 
hardly be doubted, but the subject is a complicated one, intertwined with other 
considerations of a wider range than conditions in Persia alone, and their discussion 
could more usefully be reserved for the personal consultation to which, Sir, you have 
honoured me with an invitation. i 

‘hirdly, I had to take into account the personal character and idiosyncrasies of 
Reza Khan. My own relations with him have certainly been more satisfactory than 
with any other Persian statesman, and he has, I think, a genuine personal regard for 
me. He is, however, a man who takes an ell for every inch he is given, and who must 
he clearly shown from time to time that certain inches eannot be conceded ; in fact, he 
does not understand any barriers to his own activity unless they are made perfectly 
plain to him and until he has tested their solidity. Any withdrawal of the sympathy 
and encouragement, which he has received from us in carrying out his policy, would 
certainly cause him dismay, but if after some time it appeared to be unattended by any. 
tangible consequences he would merely conclude that the sympathy, &c., could 
conveniently be dispensed with, He measures the importance of things by what he 
sees himself, and a general warning of displeasure, even of that of His Majesty's 
Government, would need to be followed by some visible effect to carry real weight 
with him, He bas a pretty shrewd notion of the strength of the other man's hand, and 
will always call it rather than risk being bluffed, If the appeal which Lam about to 
make to him, in compliance with your tolegram No. 27 of the 20th January last, should 
fail of result, a tiff with him, followed by a reconciliation after some of our questions 
have been settled, might well possess the proverbial attributes of a stitch in time, 

Thaye, &e. 
PHROY LORAINE, 





(E 2885/256/34) No. 101 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received April 1.) 


(No. 90, Secret.) 
Sin, Tehran, February 13,1924, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of Intelligence Summary 
5 for the wock ending the 2nd instant, compiled by the military attaché to this 
Legation, 
T have, &o. 
PWRCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No, 101. 
(Seeret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 5 for Week ending February 2, 1924, 
Gilan. 

THE death of Tanin caused a good deal of anxivty in Persian circles as to te 
possibility of political disturbances breaking out again in Russia, and many Persian 
Mrorabants at Rest recvived telegrams from their Baku agents advising them to sond 0 
mote goods for the present, ; 

‘2, Mourning ceremonies for Lenin to 
on the 24th Janiiary, attended by local offi 


place at the Russian consulate at Resht 
aly andall Soviet represeitatives, M. Gray, 
the Russian consul, made a long speech in praise of " Leninism.”” x 
3, M. Minkin is acting Russian consul at, Enzoli in the’place of M, Bragin 
Kurayedoy, who has gone to Russia, ‘The cause of the latter's departure is reported t 
be his failure to carry through the Russian programy with regard to the election of 


proRussian Deputies in Gilan for the new Majlis, im spite of a considerable sum 
Sf mouey expended for the purpose by the Soviet authorities, In this conneétion, 
please see paragraph 1 of last week's intelligence summary. 


4. Tabriz With reference to paragraph 5 of last week's intelligence summary, 
these so-called Turkish officers tuned out to be Turkish merchants, who are buying 
carpets for the Turkish market. 
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5, Travellers report that the Turkish authorities have now decided to arrest 
Simko, ‘This may be the result of the recent request, male by the Persian Goveramelt 
cane urkigh Avabassador at Tehran to assist the Persian military authorities in this 
trattor, “It is considered unlikely, however, that the Turks will hand Simko over to 
the Persians for trial. 


Tehran. 


6, With reference to paragraph 11 of last week’s summary, local sources of 
Jnformation report that the Russian authorities are supporting the propaganda. in 
favour of a Persian republic, as they consider that: this Hlange will enable them not 
aly to. inoreage theft influence in, Persia, but to develop more effectively their 
Propaganda activities in India, Propaganda, in favour of republic continues in 
the press. 

7. Local newspapers announce that the new Parliament is to be opened on the 
7th February, a sullicient numnber of Deputies having arrived in Tehran, 

BA navy newspaper, named “ Nawiai Jawanan,” commenced publication in Tehran 
ab the end of December 1928, edited by Ibrahim Khan, a member of the Ishtamaynn 
party. A recent number published an article Bersian women to abolish the 
Pa yead to follow. the example of modern ‘Turkish wonien, ‘The local cleruy have 
xproded great indignation, and by cheirinfluence Lbrubim Khan has been ay sted and 
earrsteed fo Uhree months! imprisonment, Thy newspaper has been suppressed. 

Tet Gorman, named Bretkharde, who atrived in ‘Tehran a month ago, is employed 
av an assistant to Colonel Hartinann in the Ordnance Department, Ie left ‘Tehran o 
the Band January for Moscow, where ho is to tako over the wireless stations purchased 
by the Persian Government and retuen with them to Persia. 

1b, ‘The Russian Logation regards the local French neves-sheet Radio do Paris,” 
iosued daily in ‘Tehran by the Brouch Legation, as ai anti-Soviet organ, | Having taken 
txcoption to an artic reoently published im the * Radio de Paris)” the elite: ‘of the 
area iy ustabvet Radio Bulletin (Iosts)”” published a steongly-worded reply. 

Boeri roemoril servico) waa held at the Russian Legation om tho 27th 
January, ut the hour Lonin was being buried in Moscow. 


Arabistan. 

1D, ‘Torrential rains from the 24th to the 8st January have caused unpreeeden 
floods in thin provines. Giuat damage to. property and! considerable Toss of life 
taken place, details regarding which have not yet been recetved. ‘4 

‘The Anglo-Persian Oil C ‘ ‘at Maidan-i-Naphtun, Khazineh, 
Ahwaz aud the pumping-stations along the pipedine to Mobummerah have been s0re 
or ies cartoualy damaged, causing serious loss to the company and « temporary lessening 
of oil output, 

13. ths Prime Minister is anxious fir Persian regular: troops to take over the 


Auties of gunning the 0 fields, duties hitherto catried out by Bakhtiari tribal guards 


ai tise by the Auglo-Persian Oil Company. He bas given assurances that he wil 
tffeot the change in such a way as to cause no danger of creating,» Toeal tribal 
Gfaturbance, which would be detriments! to the interests of the company. 


Astarabad. 

Ti, lastruotions have been given by the Ministry of Public Works to its loeal 
representative fo value all Government buildings in Astarabad and gead » statment 
Mowing their valuation to Tehran, Ho has been told to give them as high value as 

‘Mein view of the probability of the Sinclair Oil Company requiring to take over 
A number of buildings in the town. 


Luriatan. 

15, With toference to paragraph 9 of last week's intelligence summary, negotiations 
petweed the Porsian Government and the representatives of the Lur tribes are taking 
place at Khorremabad, and no further fighting has taken plaoe during the past week. 


M. SAUNDERS, Lieu.-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 
Tehran, February 2, 1924. 
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[1B 2886/26/34] No, 102. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald —(Received April 1.) 


(No, 91. Secret.) 
si Vehran, February 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a record of the military attaché's 
interview with Reza Khan on the 5th February, 1924, 
Thae, &e. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Se 
Enclosure in No. 102, 


Record of an Interview with Reza Khan, February 5, 1924. 
(Confidential) 

"THE conversation opened with a discussion on operations now taking place for 
regaining control over Baluchistan, [impressed on the War Minister tho nocessty, for 
cer atgon and co-operation between the Porsian columns operating from the Sarhad 
Sal Kerman, and. the importance of plucing the whole military operation under one 
command when the movement on Bampur takes place, Ho replied that this was 
He intention, and that should negotintions now undertaken by his representatives 
ct Bamput result in the peaceful submission of Dost Muhammad, The intends to appoint 
Governor of Baltchistan who will establish himsolf at Bampur with as little delay as 
Trasible. The appointment of this official will bo followed by the advanco of the bo 
Permmpne from the direction of the Sarhad and Kerman, the movements of which aro to 
Daauraied out in. close co-ordination under one command. He did not say whom he 
propoped to appoint as Governor or as the officer directing, the military operations, St 
rebont he is awaiting the result of the Rampur negotiations. THe stated that his 
aeeeeinaders at Kerman and Duzdap are in close liaison with him and with each other, 
‘hich preventsany possibility of Dost Muhamtoad or other tribal chieftains from playing 
one off against the other. 

2, ‘The War Minister is very satisfied with the success of the operations in Luristan, 
and eaid that he anticipates no further serious resistance, Hendded that the Burujird- 
Khorromabad-Shushter trade route is now open for trafic. 

He is anxious to take over the entire responsibility for guarding the South 
Persian oilfields in Arabistan as soon as possible and to abolish the present arrango- 
Tnunte under which the Bakhtiaris provide guarda and reoeive a grant of money for the 
purpose from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. He sees the noseasity for, making the 

ein auch a way as to run no tisk of local disturbaices, which, would be 
cetrcvental to the working of the company, Ho stated his intention of disonsaing. 
the whole matter at an early date with His Majesty's Minister before taking any 
definite steps. 

1 Rem Khan expressed great satisfaction at the recognition of Russia by His 
Majesiy's Government, an event, which he considered to be of gront advantage 1 
Paracas he believes auch recognition will hasten the collapse of Communism and put 
an end to the persistent Communist’ propaganda carried out in Persia during the past 
firee years by the Soviet authorities. ‘Though warned by certain people thabon Anglo; 
Thasion friendship may result in the delimitation of Persia again into, Russian and 
Batish spheres of activity to the detriment of Parsian interests, he stated that he doos 
arti eis such a development can take place in view, of the greatly improved 
wetaitions in Persia and her strengthened position, both in a political and military 
sense. 

5. Linformed Reza Khan that a report (which needs confirmation) states that the 
family of Sheikh Mahmoud bad been sent to Meriven, and that Sheikh Mahmoud 
Himself might possibly proceed. there. He replied that he would try to obtain 
himelttion’ and_addid that Sheikh Mabroud is a dangerous individual, whose 
Yestruction would be valuable to both the Persian and the British authorities, 

TL asked him whether he had any news of Simko. He stated that he. is 

we with the ‘Vurkish authorities on the mutter, as Simko is in Turkish 

‘ut had coe to the conclusion that the ‘Turks are unlikely to assist, in 

ding him up. From reports he has received the ‘Turks appear to bo assisting 
Simko. 
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7. The Prime Minister then shortly com 
that of three years ago when we first met, a 
through the most difficult portion of his task 
to be in better health than when I last.saw him, 


pared the situation 
ind stated that he 


in Persia to-day with 
felt that he had got 
“He was in excellent spirits and seemed 


. SAUNDERS, Licutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 
Tehvan, February 5, 1924. 











(iB 2888/25/84) 
Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald. —(Received April 1.) 

(io. 98: Secret. 
ir, Tehran, February 16, 1924. 
rewith copy of Intel 


” | HAVE the honour to transmit to you he ig 
led by the military a 


No. 6 for the weok ending the 9th instant, eompil 
Legation on the subject of events in Persia. 





PERCY LORAINE. 


SS 


Enelosure in No. 103. 


Intelligence Summary No. 6 for Week ending February 9, 1924. 





rovince has been quiet during the past week. 
by His Majesty's Go 
merchant clasies, who hope tha 
Persia and Russia, 


s of the recognition of 
rernimn veil with satisfaction by the 
‘twill help to improve: trading conditions between 





ernment has been rec 





held at the Russian 
consul-general, gave 
fierence to the state 
‘The celebration 
ls wore invited, 
h and Aghazadeh, 


in honour of Lenin 
M, Slavotski, the Russi 
3 death would make no 


—A memorial eelebrati 
ral on the 24th January. 
which he said that Lon 
of affairs in Russia, as the torch would be carried by 
was attended by the Governc 

4, Two well-known Tabr 
have been permitted by the Joc 
Urumia under the Sisko r6gi 
in 1922 at "Tabriz, 

4, ‘The following five new emp! 
to work at the Russian consulate-general :-— 














encral of Azerbaijai 
volutionaries, named Sartipzadel 

authorities to return to Tabriz 

8 also a Supporter of 











Lahouti Khan's insurrection 





loyees arrived at Tabriz from Tiflis on the 18th January 


‘Abbas Nakechivani (since transforred to Salmas). 
‘Agharoy Grigor. 





‘The Russian vice-consul at Urumi 








ig Ohristian refugees 
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accompanied. by his secretory, M. Valedin, paid an official, call on His Majesty's 
Ey on the Sth February. ‘The visit was returned on the 7th February, 
Be one Miniter in an interviow with the British military atfaché on the 
seh February expressed his satisfaction at the improvement of relations between Great 
a Tn and Russa, and said that he felt sure that this rapprochement isto the benefit 
sevtisin He stated that he does not agree with’ the viows expressel in certain 
o Ports cles that friendship between the British, and Russian peoples may result in 
rere iaion of Persia again into British and Russian spheres of mfuence, Ty view of 
the greatly improved conditions in Persia as a self-governin independent State, he 
frgards sich action on the part of her two powerfl neighbours *2 be out of the 
nuestion, 
question: chief of the Japanese mission at Tebran, in an interviow, with the Prime 
Minislor on the 15th January, is reported to have discussed the possibility of sending 
Japanese military instructors to Persia, should such be of assistance fo the Persian 
sey Reza Khan gave a non-committal reply, saying. that he would have the matter 
snadered by his military council at the War Ministry. 
dere Oy Gis Priyce is considerably. perturbed atthe ropublionn propagands, 
hicl ootEnase th spite of the suppression of certain newspapers, Qn the 
Jbruary ho asked the Prime Minister to arrest the following two Persians for 
ing « committee in Tehran to work for a republi 
Mirza Ali Akbar Saatsaas, 
Miatasir Humayun, editor of the nowapaper “ Saoghs” (* Lightning”) 























‘These two men were arrested and imprisoned by the police, 

rae evar Munster has issued instructions to arrange for the redistribution of 
vile ia the army, #0 that in each division all rifles will bo of the same pattern At 
present each regimont only as the same pattern, 

‘The mixture of différent patterns a ith which units now in Luristan ave 
armed was the chief eause of the Nowvettable incident that oeourred near Khorremabad 
sre cauiber, 1923. (See. Intelligence Summary No. 52, paragraph 18, dated, the 
‘oth Decoraber, 1928, and Summary No, 3, paragtaph 16, dated the 19th January.) 
Decemiperracence of divisional commanders is to be held at the War M 
‘Tehran, during the last week in March. 

<a Ft ae aico in making arrangements to opon an agricultural bank 
at Tehran. 

Ti The Sth Majlis is to be oponed by His Highness the Cros Prince on the 
Lith Pabruary. Invitations to all members of the Diplomatic Corps have boon issued 
for attendance wt the ceremony. 

tte dane formant, uaually” reliable, states that, Rezn Khan sont 2500 torus 
tho Biot January to Sayyid Ziaced-Din in Switzerland, through, his brother fp ‘Tohran, 
sie oaDin, it is rumoured that it is the Prime Minister's intention to appoint 
Sayyid Zitead-Din to be Persian Minister at London, 

AE i he Persian Minister at Washington, i being recalled to, Tehran Yo tako 


his place as a Deputy in the new Majlis. 

















try, 








Luristan. 
17, All quiet duri 
General Oftioer Comman 









the past week, Negotiations. between tribal leaders and the 
Wz, Western Division, are continuing at Khorremabad. 














(Assyrians and Armenia 


) to place themselves under Soviet prot 
{hose who do so a8 subjects of the SS. 


tection, and is registering, 





—No confirmation has been obtained of tl 
d probably the sheikh himself, have taken refuge « 


6. Kermanshah 
of Sheiizh Mahmoud, an 
in Persian tersitory, due east of Suleimanieh, 


he report that the family 


ken over the branch of 


7, The Russo-Persian ‘Trading Compan; 
for Rupeto to take over 


Arnott at Kuzvin, in aocordanee with the orders issue 
AM! Russian subsidiary trasle organisations in Persia. 


(Rupeto) has tal 





8, News of the recognition of the SSSR, 


8, Ney His Majesty's Government was 
published in ‘Tehran on the 4th February. M. 


myatski, the Russian Minister, 











Bushire, 
18, With reference to paragraph 15, Intelligence Summary No, 2, dated the 
1odh January, General Amaoullah Mirza hs acrived at Bushire ‘with tho consigament 
ir aeroplanes and military stores, Full details of hese have tot yet been received. 
It is reported, however, ‘ht the packages containing the Aeroplane re 9 metres long 
‘and weigh 5 tons each, and are too bulky to be a 
ee andl Tafuhan, Tt has been decided, therefore, to erect hangars of Bushire 
vill Shires 204 lermnadkines there, After the machines have been tested and pilots 
a Se aooustomed to flying conditions in South Persia, tho machines aro to be 


flown to Tehran. 
M. SAUNDERS, Liew Jolonel, 
Tehran, February 9, 1924. : Military Attaché, 
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[E 2480/455/34] No. 104, 


Sir P. Loraine ig Mr. MacDonald,—(Received March 18.) 


(No, 102.) 
Sir, Z Tehran, February 16, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you, with reference to my telegram No. 62 of the| 
13th February, that the Persian Prime Minister called on me by appointment on| 
Wednesday last, the 13th February; I had met his Highness two days previously at a! 
party given by the Japanese mission here, and had warned him that 1 had many things 
of a serious character to speak to him about, and requested himto reserve me full time 
for their disoussion. 

__ After some conversation about. the question of guarding the Arabistan oil-fields 
swith Persian troops, the gist of which has alrearly been reported to you by telegraph, 
Serdar Sepah said he had heard that I had been annoyed by the receipt of a note from 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs respecting a claim for certain arms and ammunition 
which had beon supplied to the Persian army ; he had asked to be shown the note, and 
thought there must, he some mistake, as the letter was couched in friendly term 
asked for receipts, as neither the Ministry for War nor the other Persian Depart 
appeared to have any records of the transaction. I replied that there was no mistake 
whatever; the note was no more nor less than a lat rejection of the claim put forward 
by His Majesty's Government, and the case was aggravated by the fact that, although 
had, when presenting the claim, invited the Persian Government to send a ry 
sentative to go through all the papers and vouchers, they had not taken the trouble 
todo even that, and had simply turned the claim down. ‘That was not the kind of 
action that I expected from a friendly Government, nor was Lable to accept it. 
___Lwent on to say that, 60 far as 1 was concerned, the Persian Government w 
simply not functioning; I did not know whose fault that was, but I strongly 
that it ay with the Ministry for Poroign Affairs; at all events, T found it practically 
impossible to get any business done; my representations were frequently ignored 
altogether, and, in cases where I did obtain a reply, it was almost invariably of an 
entirely unsatisfactory character I reminded his Highness of a conversation which 1 
had held with b J with the then Prime Minister, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, in the 
spring of 1028 (see my despatch No 274 ofthe 20th June last, in whieh Thad dra 
attention to the number of questions outstanding, and urged on them with all the 
earnestness at my command the extreme desirability of settling these questions and 
thereby clearing up their relations with His Majesty's Government. I further directed 
his recollection to the statement which he made to me on his own assumption of off 
‘ag President of the Council (see my despatch No. G08 of the 27th December, 1923), 
wwhen he expressed his sincere desire for the most friendly relations with Great Britain 
and his recognition of the necessity of settling the questions at issue. Hight months 
aye passed since tho first-mentioned interview, and four since his Highness had become 
Primo Minister, but I was obliged to note with deep regret that no serious attempt had 
‘been made to give His Majesty's Government satisfaction in any of these questions. | 
iad recently asked iny chancery to prepare a list of the current cases in which the 
attitude of the Persian Government was as unsatisfactory as it was unforthcoming ; the 
list comprised some thirty subjects; I did not propose to enter into all these that 
morning, but in the course of conversation I should allude to some of the major ones. 

Serdar Sepah reminded me that he had accepted the post of Prime Minister with 
some reluctance, and that he hiad dono so simply because he felt that certain important 
quiestions which his predecessors had failed to arrange made it imperative for him to 
do.s0, Personally he had been much happier in his practically permanent position as 
Minister for War, actually even a higher position than that of Prime Minister as he 
had survived every chango of Cabinet and, he implied, was in a position to make aud 
unmnake Prime Ministers as he thought fit; the most important of the questions which 
had remained unsolved was that of Anglo-Persian relations. He genuinely desires 
good and sincere relations with Great Britain, and he begged me uot to believe that 
G lotter or two of the kind I had mentioned vere meant to disturb those relations. 
He claimed that he hind taken great trouble to prepare an atinosphere favourable to 
the continuation and fortification of good relations, and among the measures we 
attempts to secury the election of a Majlis whicli, ie believed, could, be got to support 
him on his main lines of policy ; he now wished to ask ime what, in view of certain 
new contingencies, was the attitude of the new Government in London towards Persi 
As regards the important outstanding question of Persia's liabilities to Great Bri 
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were His Majesty's Government going to treat the matter in a cold, official manner, 
and try to drive a hard bargain, or were they prepared to sit down and discuss these 
matters in a friendly way, and take into account what Persia might have to say from 
her point of view ? 

Thereupon pointed out to his Highness that we had made several efforts to reach 
a proper discussion of these liabilities, and that my own attempts to do so had beon 
thwarted by an entire lack of response on the part.of the Persian Government. ‘lo 
illustrate this I reminded him that on two occasions I had officially discussed every 
detail of Persia's unregulated indebtedness to my Government, and that, though’ the 
Persian Ministers authorised to speak to me had recognised some of the claims as 
undeniable, Thad so far not received an official recognition of any single one of them. 
The Persian Government, therefore, could not complain, with any conceivable 
justification, that a frank and friendly discussion of these obligations had beon denied 
them, [said I would deal later on with his Highness’s question in regard to the new 
British Government, but I wished toask him first whether he had! any complaints to 
make either of my personal attitude in the past or of that of His Majesty’s Government, 
since my appointment to this post. His Highness replied that, as regards myself, 80 
far from baving any complaint. ho was really grateful for what had dono; that a8 
regards the attitude of His Majesty's Government he could bestow neither praise nor 
blame. He had hoped that Persia might have benefited more by the generosity. of 
His Majesty’s Government. That Government had spent money 80 lavishly during 
the war, and it was of such undoubted advantage to them to have a stable and friendly 
Persia that he had hoped for more advantages for Persia than she had actually 
obtained, (The interpretation of this is most undoubtedly the. idea which I have 
often detected in Serdar Sepah's mind that his own measures during the last two and 
a half years to restore and maintain internal order and security aro of such value to 
British interests gencrally that we ought to forgive Persia the money she owes, and 
especially the cost of the weapons which haye been used by the Persian army for such 
commendable purposes.) I said I was unable to seo any case in which His: Majesty's 
Government had not treated Persia in a liberal and thoroughly frieudly manner. 
I quoted the cases of the transfer of the southern post offices, of the reduction of 
British troops in the Gulf, of our co-operation in tho Persian occupation of the Sarhad 
and southern Baluchistan, and of the threo occasions since I have beon here when 
money advances have been authorised by His Majesty's Government to extricate 

ia from dire financial straits, I could cite. many other instances, but these would 
aullice for the purpose; as regards money liabilities, to forgo these would be making 
presents to Persia, and we were not in the habit of buying friend 

Serdar Sopa admitted tho justice of these observations, but said that the attitude 
we had adopted in these matters was just as much in our interest as in that. of Persia, 
I said that this was not the point; Iwas answering his Highness's suggestion that 
Great Britain had not acted ina friondly manner towards Persia, and had adduced these 
cases toishow that our attitude had been genuinoly friendly and helpful ; and T asked 
him to reflect which of the advantages accruing to Persia from the cases I had 
mentioned would have been obtained if our attitude had been unfriendly aud we had 
wished to make difficulties. What, for instanco, would have been the result if wo had 
had to treat questions of this nature with Russia? Tn exchange, T asked him what 
had we got? We saw ourselves cold-shouldered and abused everywhere, We were 
purposely kept out of the Northern Qil Concession, and what. we held were rights 
Of our subjects were ignored. Persia was now turning to America for railway 
construction. ‘The simplest and the most important questions in which wo were 
interested were equally shelved, I asked him to think, for instance, of the telegraph 
questions, the navigation of Lake Urumia, the British doctors, and many other such. 
If the Persian Government wished His Majesty's Government to sit down, discuss, 
listen, and then meet the Persian Government half way, I could not feel that, the 
attitude which they were adopting was calculated to create a favourable atmosphere 
for what they wanted. 3 

1 now reverted to his Highness’s question regarding the attitude of the new 
British Government, and told him you had requested me to come home. and report to 
you personally on the situation in Persia, and that I should be leaving in about. three 
jveoks’ time. I would not conceal from his Highness that much would depend on the 
Feport which L was able to give, aud if by the time I started I was unable to draw a 
happier picture than the one I had delineated to him that morning, the impression 
made on the mind of His Majesty's Government could only bea bad one. I therefore 
enquired whether his Highness saw no possibility of grappling seriously with some of 
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these questiotis. Tfelt, myself, that many could be solved by goodwill ; and, though 
perhaps some of the more important ones might require further time for final solution, 
could we not at least examine them thoroughly and find the basis of an agreement? 
Sordar Sepah concurred in this idea, ancl, in reply to his enquiry as regards method of 
procedure, I proposed the formation of a mixed commission to meet regularly during 
the three weoks which remained, and to discuss these questions on a fixed agenda for 
each sitting. His Highness accepted this proposal and my request that he himself 
should sit on the commission, and proposed to summon the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and the Minister for Finance to assist him. 1 agreed to this, reserving my 
right to bring exports for any particular question, and we settled to have the first 
mecting on the 16th February in the offices of tho Council of Ministers. As his 
Highnoss adverted once more to the question of the unregulated debt, | impressed on 
him that there were two points to consider: Firstly, was the money owed ? Secondly, 
could it be paid? Thad been unable in over two years to get an answer to the first 
question, and, without that answer, the second question could not be dealt with. If, 
4s T hoped, the Persian Government returned an affirmative answer to the first question, 
Twould myself do what T could, and use what influence 1 possessed, to see that the 
torma’of ropaymont, were as easy as possible and compatible with Persia’s financial 
resources, But, before I could make any representations to His Majesty's Government 
in this senso, it was indispensable for me to know precisely what were the views 
of the Persian Government, and whother they were prepared to shoulder their 
obligations. 
Thave, &c. 
PERCY LORAINE. 





[H 2481/46/34) No, 105. 


Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received March 18.) 
(No, 103,) : 
Sir, Tehran, February 16, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that tho Fifth Persian Parliament was opened 
by His Imperial Highness the Heir Apparent, acting on behalf of His Imperial Majesty 
tho Shah, on the aftornoon of Monday, the 11th February. 

Tn compliance with an oficial invitation, T and my staff attended the ceremony, as 
Also did tho othor foroign representatives with their respective personnel. 

‘Wo were received by tho officinls of the Protocol Department of the Ministry for 
Woreign Affairs about one hour before the actual ceremony began. After partaking of 
light refreshment, the foreign representatives and their staffs were ushered into the 
diplomatic gallery in preparation for the opening ceremony. 

"At the same time Government officials, tho higher officers of the army, representa- 
tives (of the ecolesiasts, tho more prominent, foreigners and Persians, as well as 
representatives of the press, took up their station in various parts of tho, Parliament 
building, especially reserved’ for that purpose, Some seventy-five Deputies occupied 
their sents, and tho Council of Ministers, headed by the Prime Minister, stood below 
and in front of the Speaker's platform, which has been arranged as a canopied dais, 
from which the Crown Princo was to read the opening speech. : 

‘At 3300 ealuto of guns in the grounds announced the arrival of His Imperial 
Highness, and a few mninutes later ho made his appearance in the Chamber. 

‘After saluting the Assombly, he read a short speech declaring the Fifth Parliament 
open in tho name of His Imperial Majesty, and expressed a hope that the Deputies 
ould be successful in their task, His Imperial Highness touched briefly on the 
Auiformly friendly relations which Persia had, and he hoped would continue to have, 
With all nations, He stated that the first concern of the Government was the 
Inaintenance of peace and security within its borders, and that it was using every 
effort to develop Persia's economic resources, a8 well as to spread education and 


administer justice. ‘To that end certain proposals would be placed before the House” 


in due course by the Government, ae. 
"After having delivered this short speech, His Iniperial Highness left the building, 
followed by the Council of Ministers, and the sudionce dispersed. 
The Parliament met in session again at 5.ra. and began the election of officers, 
Motemin-ul-Mulle was again elected President of the Assembly, and Sayyid Muhammad 
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Tadayun and Saham-es-Sultan were elected Vico-Presidents committees were 
likewise elected to review the credentials of the various Deputies, and pass or reject 
them by ballot. ‘This preparatory work will occupy the attention of the Parliament for 
the first month of its session, and the 14th March is the day fixed for the opening 
meeting. 
T have, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 


No, 106. 


Mr. Monson to Mr, MacDonald,—(Received Mareh 19. 
(No. 94.) 
(Telegraphic. 

YOUR despatch No, 79 and Delhi telegram No, 562 8. 

Net loss appears to be considerably less than in memorandum enclosed in India 
Office letter No. 204 of 2nd February. 

Tf estimate of customs revenue derived by Persia, shown in. paragraph of memo- 
randum, is correct, Persian Government would, after paying loss on entire railway, from 
customs, derive a profit of approximately 2,374,000 rupees per annum, 

‘With return of Russian competition this sum vill doubtless decrease, but it would 
almost, wholly disappear if railway were dismantled either in the whole or in part, 

Persian Government might. therefore be willing to conclude an agreement, for 
guarantee of whole poration expenses of Tino fou Duap customs rosepte provided 
that Persian section were free of cost to them und rolling-stock mado joint property of 
doth Goveraments, operation of line remaining under supervision of Government 
of India or of joint board so far as Persian section was concerned, 

‘American advisers are keen on developing export of Siestan wheat, which would 

be rendered possible by, continued eperation of salvay. On the other hand, 
Tndian trade with Kerman and Yezd, as well as Khorasan, is) almost wholly dependent 
on this factor, 

Both Goveruments therefore stand to gain by such an agreement, which probably 
would be more acceptable to Persian Governwent than private operation suggested 
in my telegram No. 88. 

{ trust if any idea of dismantling of British portion of line is still entertained, 1 
may be empowered to inform Persian Government as soon as possible as railway 
questions are under active though secret discussion by Persian Government at present, 
and effect of such au announcement is bound to be discourage 

(Sent to India and Birjand, No. 14.) 


Tehran, March 18, 1924, 





[E 2528 /455/34) No, 107. 
Mr. Monson to Mr, MacDonatd.—(Received March 21.) 


(Ne 95.) 
(Telegraphic:) 

MY telegram No, 93. 

Rapid progress towards proclamation of republic has been retarded in Majlis 
[aroun anita) obstructive tantin of Musas, ‘who is believed not to oppose republic 
but objects to unconstitutional culmination of quarrel which has split Majority party. 
Question of republic was debated in secret session last night without definite decision 
requested by Primo Minister. 

Republican attempt to close bazaar yesterday was successfully resisted by merchants, 
‘and aroused resentment which led to anti-republic demonstrations in mosque, ‘These 
demonstrations continue this morning. 

(Sent to India; repeated to Bagdad, No. 42.) 


Tehran, March 20, 1924, 
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[B 2542/336/34) No. 108. 


Mr. Monson to Mr. MacDonald. —(Received March 21.) 
(No. 96.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No. 58. 

Persian Government replies that it is trying to remove difficulties in the way of 
instituting new tariff for all frontiers, thanks His Majesty’s Government for assisting 
in thie matter, and hopes that this goodwill will continue, 

Director-General of the Customs informs me. that Russians continue to obstruct, 
denmnding large modifications of proposals which Sir P. Loraine is taking b 
says he has suggested that Porsian Minister in London should propose, if 
Tykov is thero, that advantage should be taken of Sir P. Loraine's simultancous 
prosonce to arrive at understanding between Russia and England, 


Tehran, March 20, 1924. 





No. 109, 


: Mr. Monson to Mr, MacDonald.—(Recrived March 23.) 
(No, 98.) 
(Delographic.) Re. Tehran, March 22, 1924. 
‘ARG wnticRepublican demonstration in front of Majlis. Demonstrators broke 
through police cordon nnd invaded Majlis grounds, where speeches against republic 
were made, 
Crowd wns later diapersed by military after some stone throwing, and leaders were 
anvested., 
Republican movement has sulfored « definite sot back 
(Bont to India; repeated to Bagdad, No. 45.) 





(E 2779/455/34) No. 110, 
Memorandum of Interview with the Persian Prime Minister on March 1, 1924. 


(Very Confidential.) ns 
T ARRANGED this interyiew with Serdar Sipab myself and asked him to, reserve 
rate conversation prior to my departure on leave, as T wi 
4 on ie by an official inter 
‘ny principal wish being to ascertain hi 
tions in order to assist me in 


Jar Sipah’s personal 
ing our relations on a better 

0 Mr, Ramsay MacDonald. 
ter mark of 


pave the way for 
views as regards the 


he syiwpathy 
isible acts, a 
splayed this 

but that 
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Serdar Sipah agreed so far as I was myself concerned, but what he wanted was 
that not only the British representative in ‘Tehran should show his sympathy, but that 
it should be manifested everywhere in Persia, by public and private Englishmen alike, 
co that Persians themselves could understand from their own observations. Ho felt 
that some Englishmen were still inclined to consider Persia as sh was four or five 
years previously, and what he wished to see was a complete, genuine and genoral 
Sympathy. Acts like the removal of the British troops from the Persian Gulf ports had 
made a tremendous impression, and should be followed up, so that, little by little 
a sympathetic environment would be produced. Persia, he added, wanted hor 
complete independence recognised, she wanted no money, and in the future, in 
questions in which she was directly concerned, she wanted to be directly addressed, 
Tr there should be any thought of any two neighbours making an arrangement between 
themselves regarding Persia, he thought that it would be a great mistake, just as it 
vould be if Persia on her part made any arrangements with a neighbour about a 
third party. 

T'said that in order to reduce the question to practical proportions, I thought it 

‘well 10 pre-supposo a liquidation of the principal outstanding questions aud 
to examine the various forms of relationlisip which might be adopted between States 
desirous of maintaining friendly and intimate rela and to see which of them 
appeared most suitable in the case of Great Britain and Persia; his Highnoss must 
‘mderstand that such an examination was of course purely objective, that Twas not 
inaking any sort of proposal or seeking any proposal from his side, but wished to 
aera ior awe acually stood and where we wnnted {0 £0. 

“Phere soemed to me to be four degrees of relationship such as 1 had described -— 
1. Correct, courteous and friendly relations on the usual diplomatic basis. 

9) An unwritten understanding for mutual co-operation. 

3, Written undertakings for mutual co-operation. 

4, An alliance, 


{would take the last first as it seemed to me altogethor unsuitable, if only because 
of the vriticisin and even antagonism which it would arouse in other neighbouring 
At degree I personally discarded altogether, Serdar Sipaly here broke in 
dd expressed the opinion that Nos, 4, 3 and 2 should be discarded and that the first 
‘ttornative was the one which met the present case. In his view every period of, time 
Tequired the employment of differont methods, aud he thought: the present conditions 
hetessitated No. 1, but that in course of timo, and if it appoatod to suit the interests of 
both countries, we might pass through the other degrees and even perhaps reach No, 4, 
Tt was of course possible that cortain cireumstances, now impossible to foreseo and 
ouside our control, might necessitate the adoption of No. 4; if, however, a jump was 
fnade from No. L to No.4 it could only be in the event of a sudden and grave 
“tT would probably lapse as soon as tie emergency passed. ‘here was a 
Uiferent route, and a far better one to reach tho end if that was the end desired, viz 
Glow construction on a firm foundation. I told his Highness that 1 agreed with his 
Conclusion as regards starting with No. 1, and 1 hoped tat, before very long we might 
te able to pass to stage No. 2 in rogard to matters of common interest. 

T then reverted to the principal outstanding question, which was tho waregulated 
debt of the Persian Government to His Majesty's Government, I told Serdar Sipah 
that what was rather in my mind was, after discussing the matter thoroughly with the 
British Prime Minister and the Treasury, and, of course, subject, to their agreement, to 
te w reach @ lump Bgure, over the details of which the Persian Governmont would 
te think it necessiry to haggle, but which they would accept as a sum received and 
Tequiring repayment. 1 sas pretty thoroughly acquainted with the financial conditions 
of Persia to-day and I hoped that that knowledge would enable mo, supposing the 
principle were accepted, to help in working out s method of repayment which would 
vet caddie the Persian Government with an undue burden at a moment when they 
Were endeavouring to set their finances in order, and, on the other hand, would not 
hamper unduly the process of economic recovery which Persia so ardently desived. 

Kerdar Sipah said that this was ons of the questions in whick His Majesty's 
Government could show towards Persia tho sympathetic treatment to which he had 
previonsly alluded. I said this was what 1 had in mind when sugaesting that the 
ereviont gad time of repayment should avowedly be adjusted in such manner as to take 
semteeount Persia's economic and financial welfare; it was, however, necessary to 
vnmember that Persia's credit elsewhere. must at the samo time be restored; I was 
myself ready to try to help in the solution of this difielty but was firmly couvineed 
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fiat it could best be ‘achieved through a frank recognition by Persia, without 
Dargaining, of a fixed obligation. As regards the question of sympathy and of 
creating an atmosphere of confidence, that was more easily said than done, but 

not be done at all unless it was wished by both sides. {t was practically impossible to 
prove that you did not entertain certain ideas and intentions if, notwithstanding the 
Gvidence of your acts over a long and continuous period, ideas and intentions which 
you never possessed were persistently imputed to, you. 1 had, however, carefully 
Zonsidered this aspect of the question and thought that perhaps somo public statement 
in Bngland might serve the purpose which his Highness had in view. [enquired how, 
nghis opinion, it would be viewed in Persia if Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, who I gathered 
had for many years past been interested in Persia, were to make a statement in the 
Houso of Commons laying stress on the considerable progress which Persia has made 
during tho last fow years, to tho re-establishment of order and security by Serdar Sipah 
fand expressing the sincere sympathy with which His Majesty's Government regarded 
that progress. 

Rordar Sipab said that such a statement would undoubtedly make a great and 
extremely good impression, but that personally he would prefer to have no names 
mentioned ; it would suffice to speak of the Persian Government and the greatest effect 
vould be produced if the expression of sympathy was direct from the British people to 
the Persian people. Such a statement coming from the lips of a man like the present 
British Prime Miniater, the leader of a popular party, could not fail to make a profound 
impression and might very likely start the ball rolling in the direction which he himself 
wished it to follow, 

T wish to emphasise once more that this conversation was entirely private and 
ontirely confidential. Its tenour, coming on top of the attitude shown by Serdar Sipah 
At sittings of the joint commission on outstanding questions, did much to strengthen 
iny impression of his Highness’s real desire to have a liquidation, to put an end to the 
friction and annoyances of the last few years and to come to a working understanding, 
with His Majesty's Government, I may add that without the personal influence of 
Serdar Sipah, it is extremely unlikely that the Mixed Commission would have met, and 
still more so that any measure of success should have attended its deliberations. 


PERCY LORAIN 
Koreign Office, March 27, 1924. 





|B 2891/261/34) No. 111. 
Sir P. Loraine to Mr, MacDonald.—(Receioed April 1.) 


Tehran, February 22, 1924. 
it to you, with reference to my telegram No. 67 of 
the 16th February, copy of my note to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
translation of his Lxcellenoy's reply, recording the terms on which the Meshed-Seistan 
telegraph line is transferred from British to Persian bands. 
‘On receipt of Lord Curzon’s telegram No, 185 of the 27th September, 1923, 
agroving to separate this from the other telegraph questions, the draft of iy note was 
repared and submitted to the Persian Government, but it was a considerable time 
Fefare thei final appvoval of its term, and the submission of cheir draft reply, could be 
extracted from them ; with the result that Mushir-vd-Dowleh’s Cabinet fell just before 
the matter could be carried through. Before it was taken up with the new Government 
f fresh point was brought: to my notice, viz, the right of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department to deal with British official messages over this live, through operators of tts 
own stationed at Meshed and Seistan and, if necessary, at jand. ‘The department 
had exercised this right for some years before the war, but it was apparently only based 
‘on the special, permission granted by the Persian Ministry of Posts and ‘Telegraph 
th 1903 for the Government of India to station two signallers at Seistan to deal 
with the cors idence of Colonel McMahon's boundary mission, and it therefore 
appeared desirable to havo the right reoorded in the exchange of moves. T accordingly 
Thtorted the passage begioning ‘His Majesty's Government assume” at the end of the 
‘penultimate paragraph of my note, ‘and requested the Persian Government to sear it 
Pid to insert « correspouding passage in their reply. ‘This gave them an opportunity for a 
further display of their vexatiously dilatory methods ; moreover, in view of the wording 
Of their roply, T considered it necessary to wait tll the Indo-European Telegraph 


it 


Department had secured the written agreement of the Mini 
wis rngenen tw sg 2 agroement ofthe Ministry of Posts and Telegraph 
., A Jean from the director of the Indo-European Telegraph D 
British expenditure on the line, of which the Dirt clara sear. ea 
will amount to 360,000 krans, so that the amount to be paid is 144,000 krans, v 
Thave, &. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 111. 
Sir P. Loraine to Zoka-ul-Mulh, 


M. le Mini 

HAVE the honow sided iastacfioan fon Bie Retarnpe aaj Ge 
: VE the honour, under instructions from His Britannic Majesty's Government, 
to address your Excelleney on the subject of the Meshed-Seistan eave 
ceva Our Bxsilleny is aware that, before the great European war, the reporeusiong ot 

bich were unfortunately felt in this country also, this line was tuuder the control 
the Russian authorities, | When these roti the British military foress Seems 
control of the line, which, on their withdraval, passed into the bands of the Tndian 
State elegeapl Department. “The latter has faithfally, waintained the ficient 
operation ofthe lino in thy interests of Porsin ay well as of intornational trafic, but the 
inperal Persian Government. in the natural desire that i¢ should bo under tho national 
administration, has on several occasions requested that it should ad ov 
Sea aga Sea ions requested that it should be handed over to the 

‘This question, together with others relating to telegraphic 
tein v othe lographiic matters, has been tunder 
tseussion betwoen the Tmnparal Telegraph Department and, His Majesty's Legation, in 
the Gate of which it hax been made clear that: His Majesty's Government are ready to 
scene to the Imperial Goverument’s wish, His Majesty's Legation, however, pointed 
out that His Majesty's Government would be gid to be assured that it is not the 
intention of the Imperiil Government to allow the Ti to fall into the bond, of any 
other foreign Power; and also that His Majesty's Government hud incurred considerable 


expense iring ‘inte li i 
enna in repairing and maintaining the lie whish i was only reagonable should. be 


refunded to them, though a deduction might be mado as a re 
by the Bri Meghann aoe ee 
‘he Imperial Department, in reply, sssured the Legation that th i 
EAE curso Cag Cana IN GARGS ESI a eect 
and declared that the Imperial Government were prepared to refund to His Majesty's 
Government 40 per cont, of the expenses referred to above, Your [Excellency will no 
doubt be so good as to confirm these assurances on the part of the Imperial Government 
T have daly submitted this proposal to His Majesty's Government, and am now 
authorised to inform your Excellency that, in their earnest desire to meet the wishes of 
the Imperial Governinent in th fiendlieat possible manner, they aro wiling 4 aoeept 
great reduction of their claim and to rdingly tw hand over tho oo 
of the ing to the Persian Amnisetin, Bis CML 
__ lis Majesty's Governmont assume that they can count on the same fucilitios being 
given'to the Tndo:uropean ‘Telegraph Depurtinent for tho, trans jon of Bria 
official messages as they enjoyed betore the line passed into British hands, and that in 
this as in all other respects, the situation 6o far as the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Departinent is concerned will be that obtainiug in 1014 before the out reak of war, 
I should be obliged if your Excellency would be so good us to confirm to me the 
declarations of the Imperial ‘Telegraph Department, in order that we may have the 
pleasure of concluding the matter, the satisfuctory settlement of which isa proof of 
the friendly relations between our (wo Governments, E 


for the use of the line 


T avail, &o. 
PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 111. 


____,__ Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Sir P. Loraine, 

Translation.) 

M. Te Ministre, Dalve 22, 1802 (February 11, 1924) 
WITH reference to your Excelleney’s note of the 16th Dalve (th Tai 

regarding the Meshed-Scistan line, I, in thanking the British Government and the 

Legation for their goodwill in the matter, have Gi Weng Wy state tine ats mene Ue 









tid 


Acting as Chargé d’Affaires for Belgium as well as for Ttaly, has thanked me, in the 
nameof the Belgian Government, for the energetic step taken by me. Lam now also 
informing the same legations of the stated intention of the Persian Government. 
Copies of this despatch and of its enclosures are being forwarded to the Government 
of Indi, and to His Majesty's High Commissioner at Bagiad. 
have, &ec. 
PERCY LORAINE. 











Enolosure 1 in No. 113. 
Zoka-ul-Mulk to Sir P. Loraine. 


us Tehran, Dalve 27, 1302 (February 16, 1924), 

IN reply to your Excellency’s note of the 11th Dalve (81st January) last, T 
have the hononr to state that Ido not see any reason for your protest against the 
change of the Director of Posts. = 

By the roply sont by his Bxcelleney the Kawam-es-Sultanch, in answer to your 
request for the good administration of post offices, and by my own note of the Lat Sour 
(Bist April, 1928) addressed to you, in my previous tenure of office, you must have 
been informed that in view of the importance it always attaches to the good 
fdministration of posts and in order to secure that end the Government bas 
spontanoously engaged a Kuropesn (For that purpose) nd ag long ae it considers their 
TPhig) proves necessary for tho purpose above-mentioned their [f his] services will be 
continued. 


Tn view of the interest. that the Government takes in the proper management of 
the post offices in tho south, M, Pire, the Acting Director of the Contral Post Office, 
ins now been appointed, as a necessnry measure, Director of Posts in the south, and his 
services will be continued as long az considered expedient, ; 

With rogard to the Directorship of the Central Post Offies, the Government 
spontancously intends to engage the services of m gentleman from abroad and to put b 
contract before the National Assembly, If this is done the es of that gentleman 
will bo, of course, continued as long as the Persian Government itself deems it necessary 
for the management of the Postal Administration. 






































Enclosure 2 in No, 113. 


Sin P. Loraine to Zoka-ul-Mulle. 





Tehran, February 2: 
ur Excellency’s 1 
tor-General of 


M, le Ministre, 
1 HAVE the honour to acl 
6th February (27th Dalve) con 
; Webs 





f the 
Posts at 





nowle/|ge the receipt of your 
ning the change of the Din 

















Tam transinitting ‘a translation of your Hxcellevoy’s note to His Britannic 
Majesty's Govermiaent, wlio vill no doubt be much relieved to learn therefrom that the 
absences of w European Director-General is only a temporary arrangement, since the 
Tinporial Persian Government. intends to appoint to the post another gentleman from 
‘abrond., 





T avail, ko. 
PERCY LORAINE. 
















[E 2807/16540/94) No, 114. 


‘Sir P. Loraine to Mr. MacDonald.—(Receined April 1.) 
Tehran, March 1, 1924, 


" T HAVE the honour to tranamit to you herewith copy of « note to the Persian 
Goveinnent on the subject of the protocol for the reception of foreign representatives 


at the Court of Persia, 


(No, 128,) 
} Sir, 


Thaye, &. 
PERCY LORAINE. 






SS 
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Enclosure in No. 114. 









Sir P. Loraine to Zoka-ul-Mulle, 


Mle Ministre, Tehran, February 29, 1924, 

YOUR Excellency will no doubt remember the conversations which I had the 
honour to hold with you and. your proceso: in office in rognrd to two points in 
the new protocol for the reception of foreign diplomatic representatives at the Court 
of Tehran, namely, the procedure by which a representative may seek a private 
sdionc of His Imperial Majesty the Shab, and tho interval whieh may, elapee betwoen 
his first arrival at the capital and his first reception in official audience by His Imperial 
Majesty, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that I forwarded to His 
Britannic Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs a copy. of the letter on these 
poimts-wiuch the head of the Protocol Department of the Imperial Miniatsy for 
Foreign Affairs was good enough to address to the counsellor of His Majesty's Legation 
on the Sth January, 1924; and that, in reply to this communication, I have now been 
authorised to state that, subject, to the conditions laid down in Moaven-ed-Dowleh’s 
letter above mentioned, His Majesty's Government accept. the new ceremonial laid 
down in the printed copy of the protocol sent to His Majesty's Legation by tho Protocol 
epartmientof tho Imperial Minitry foe Foruign Affair on the 20th Maco, 1928, 

Tavail, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE, 




















[B 2966/455/34) No. 115. 


Memorandum by Sir P. Loraine, 





IN the present memorandum I wish to explain as briefly as possible my personal 
ideas in regard to the question of our relations with Persia, avoiding, however, any 
detailed examination of particular questions between the two Governments, except 
to show to what extent they have been settled and in what degree the unsettled ones 
affect the general position. 

‘The work done during the last two and a half years, although devoid of any 
strilking results, has not been wasted, while a sounder, if smaller, platform has been 
built up for our future relations with Persia, We have more than turned the corer 
and in my opinion the door is open for a general clean-up of our relations with Persia, 
and their establishment on a far more satisfactory basis than has been possible in 
recent years. In spite of the anti-British clamour, now abated, our influence in the 
country is still strong, and Persians who believe that the affairs of their country 
can only prosper with the sympathy and even help of Great Britain are again 
beginning to lift up their yoice. As regards Russia, a serious disillusionment has 
taken plaice, and the Persians are seriously vexed with the uncompromising and 
hardly friendly attitude taken up by Russia—notwithstanding her pretensions to 
aoUHe thal iberitonot'” oppressed"? Asiatie raous-=in tie bonimoreiel; economig end 
political questions interesting Russia and Persia. ‘The ‘Turks hardly count, and 
there has been some friction between ‘Tehran and Angora. The Americans are 
certainly playing a réle—not a yery easy one to define—but the discontent with the 
American advisers is considerable, and another campaign against them is far from 
unlikely. Our position in Persia, therefore, is in a state of advanced convalescence, 
and if means can be found to dispel the mists of suspicion with which our acts and 
our policy haye been regarded, 1 think that popular opinion in Persia would again 
become very friendly towards Great Britain, 

T must say emphatically, however, that I haye not in mind any return to the 
poligy of the Anglo-Persian Agreement or anything resembling it, 1 am firmly 
conyinited that the less we ov British subjects are involved in the internal affairs of 
Persia the better for us. Throughout the time during which I have been in charge 
of His Majesty's ition I haye steadfastly endeavoured to get rid of the internal 
commitments created during the war and immediate post-war periods, and thus to 
reach an outside position, This has been accomplished as far as possible, and at 


[11690] 12 















































































__———_— 

























































116 


all events we haye at this moment absolutely no commitments towards any political 
arty or any political personage in Tehran, and although no important event in 
ia can take place without the Persians believing that we have had some hand 
in it, the more serious Persians do now understand that we are not identified with 
the fate of any party, movement or régime in Pe 
Without ‘a settlement of a number of questions outstanding between the two 
Governments, any suggestion of more cordial or more intimate relations with Persia 
would haye to be rejected, We have, however, quite recently had a pretty thorough 
examination of these questions through a Mixed Commission with the Persian 
Government, have settled some and have got much nearer to a definition of attitude 
in regard to others. The various telegraph questions have been practically settled 
‘The day before leaving Tehran I signed an agreement for the settlement of the 
Urumia Lake navigation question, a most vexatious one which has been runni 
on for four years; the claims for the military and naval missions haye been practically 
‘accepted, and the Persian Government has stated its willingness to meet part of 
the bill for arms and ammunition, &c., supplied to them, although these two items 
had only a few months ago been categorically rejected by them. 
‘The only big remaining question is that of Persia’s unregulated debt to His 
Majesty's Government. ‘The Persian Government, after evading this question for 
over twWo years, have now been brought to face it. With its amicable settlement the 
question of our future relations is, in my opinion, largely bound up. ‘The Persian 
Government are prepared to offer a certain sum in settlement, shown on thie 
accompanying summary memorandum which was handed to me the day before 1 
left Tehran by the Minister of Finance, acting under the Prime Minister's instruc- 
tions. This is not a formal proposal, but an indication of how far the Persian 
Government are prepared to go to meet these claims in order to liquidate the matter 
definitely, ‘The offer does not, of course, give us complete satisfaction, and its 
‘oceptance, even if some increase in the offer could be obtained, involves @ sacrifice 
on the part of His Majesty's Government, by comparison with the claims as originally 
protented. bis for His Majesty's Government to decide whether they will abate 
their claims in return for a definite settlement and the better relations which may 
be hoped for thereafter. I would myself recommend them to do so, and 1 think 
that a very favourable impression would be produced in Persia if an agreement 
somewhat on the lines indicated could be made in a public manner and in such a 
Way as to demonstrate the interest of Great Britain in Persia's financial and economic 
recovery, and her desire not to saddle Persia with the repayment of a debt which it 
is beyond her present resources to meet. ‘There are also to be advanced in fayour 
of this solution all the familiar arguments which lead a creditor to a composition 
with a partially solvent debtor, If we maintain our claims in full—and L do not 
myself consider that all of them are strictly fair charges on the Persian Government— 
1 do not think we shall ever get paid, unless we take forcible steps to recover the 
money, but that, on the other hand, the question will remain an open sore in Anglo- 
Persian relations. 
nr interest in Persia is an abiding’one and can be simply defined. We desire 
an orderly, friendly, stable and respectable Persia; such a Persia is a guarantee 
against Russian encroachment, a pee market for our export trade and a possible 
field for the fruitful investment of British capital. ‘These things are impossible with 
a Persia either hostile, mistrustful or disorderly. ‘The strategical importance of 
haying an independent and stable Persia to act as a sort of glacis for India is too 
obvious to require any special pleading. To-day British trade and British enterprise 
in Persia are unwelcome because of the suspiciousness alluded to above, while, on 
the other hand, owing to the unregulated debt, political uncertainties, anti-Britisli 
fooling and the unsatisfactory attitude of the Persian Government in recent years, 
the London money market is practically closed to Persia, It seems to me absurd to 
allow this situation to drag on if there are any sound methods of curing it, I suggest 
again that the root of the:solution is in the question of the claims of His Majesty's 
Government, and that, after due consideration by the competent British authorities, 
we should endeavour to secure an amicable composition of these claims. 
Persia is recovering and is progressing—I would even go so far as to say that 
‘as regards internal order and security there is a 100 per cent, improvement as 
compared with 1921—and it would be consonant with our traditions, as well as with 
‘ont permanent interests, that we should appear to the Persians as encouraging, 
aiding and sympathising with that progress and recovery rather than as a hindrance 
to both. ‘The mere settlement of outstanding questions will not, however, suffice 
















































































































Altogether to clear the atmosphero, but I think this might be achieved by a statement 
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made not immediately, but when the right time comes, in the House of Commons by 
the Prime Minister in regard to Persia and couched in language sympathetic to the 
Persian people and its legitimate aspirations, and dwelling on the desire of the 
British Government and the British people to maintain the traditional relations of 
jendship and mutual co-operation with Persia, whose integrity and independence 

will always be a matter of deep concern to them. K 
‘The foregoing suggestions are made in general terms and will of course require 
careful consideration. If action in their sense be accepted in principle, the present 
moment is favourable for action, with the reservation, however, of developments in 
Persia in regard to the question of a change of régime. ‘The majority of Persians 
svould like to be on good terms with us again, but they do not wish to be driven to a 
Nationalists, and even the so-called Socialists, would rather turn 
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influence will be far more firmly and more soundly established than by dozens, of 
political combinations and mancuvrings; furthermore, in proportion as our position 
{s fortified in a manner agreeable to the Persians, so do the risks and dangers of 
Russian predominance or encroachment diminish, | ‘The Russians are now putting 

nomic-pressure on Persia: we should, on the other hand, liquidate our outstandings 
with Persia and give her what measure of economic support and encouragement we 
prudently can. 

















Foreign Office, A pril 2, 1924. 
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Avanoes dlavantgue £ stg, 490.000 | 1. Avances dlavant-guerre £ ot, 490,000 
Mission navale {000 | 2 Mission aniitaire ot 7; L000 

‘Armes et munitions 390,000 | 8. Armes et munitions Keats 1,000,000) 

4. Moratorium 572,518 | 4, Moratorium par moitié » 16,218,250 

‘Avances Fors... Krans4,71/701 | 5. Avances Far vay se 2,000,000 

8. Avances sur cosnques et 6. Avances cosaques Khang... y, 10,000,000. 
intérdts a » 11,509,698 
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Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received April 8.) 
(No, 107.) , 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, April. 7, 1924. 
PRIME MINISTER has resigned all his offives and left the town to-day for his 
villa near Demayend, 
(Sent to India 











repeated to Bagdad, No. 55.) 
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[E $874/2/34} No. 117. 


Draft Minutes of an Inter-Departmental Conference at the Foreign Ofice on 
April 11, 1824, respecting the Lighting and Buoying of the Persian Gulf. 


Present : 
Sir F. Borner, K.C.MG., CB, (in the Chair). 
Foreign Office : Admiralty : 


Mr. L, Oliphant, .M.G. Captain D. 'T. Norris, C.B., C.M.G., 
Mr, G, P, Churchill, RN, 


Mr. L. Sherwood. cee Dunbar-Nasmith, V.C., 


Commander J. N. Tait, D.S.C., R.N. 


Tndia Office 


Mr. D.'T. Monteath, O.B.E, 


Captain N. F. J. Wilson, ©.M.G. 
OBE. RLM, 


His Majesty's Treasury : 
Mr. R. 0. W. Pemberton, 
Mr, A. D. Burnett-Brown, MLC, 


Board of Trade : Colonial Office : 


Mr, G. L. M. Clauson, O.B,E. 


THD conference met to discuss the three quostions on which further enquiry hnd 
heen promised at the meeting with the shipowners in July 1923. ‘These questions 
wero— 

1, Whether the Government of Irak would be able and willing to collect on bebali 
of Ilis Majesty's Government and the Government of India light dues 
on vessels calling at Basra and Abadan. 

2, To what extent Government would be prepared to contribute towards the 
Riaintenanee of the lighting and buoying service, if light dues were 
lovied 

8, {Po what extent the Government of India could meet the strong wish expressed 
by the shipowners for representation on a committee which would uot be 
simply advisory, but would have effective control over tho administration of 
the service and expenditure upon it. 


‘The correspondence which had passed since July 1923, and particularly the letter 
from the India Office dated the 26th March, appeared now to make it possible to eome 
to some conclusion on these points. 

___ 1, ‘The Government of Trak las expressell ite readiness to collect the proposed 
light dues on behalf of His Majesty's Government and the Government of India, A 
subsidiary question arising in this connection is whether the dues should be imposed 
upon local sailing vessels as well'as upon steam vessels. Tn viow of the information 
supplied in the India Office lettor of the 26th March, it was agreed that no attempt 
should be anade to lovy the dues on local sailing: vessels. 

2, On the question of the extent to which Government should contribute towards 
the maintenance of the service if light dues wero lovied, it was pointed out that it was 
essential to know whother tho views of the Admiralty and the 'Vreasury remain 
unchanged on the subject of the exemption of Government vessels from light dues. 
‘The Board of Trade had-recently made representations to the Admiralty and: the 
‘Treasury in fayour of limiting the exomption from light dues in home waters to 
Government vessels which could he described as fighting nits. If this proposal wero 
adopted it would seom to be impossible to. continue to resist the shipowners’ claim that 
Admiralty takers plying in the Persian Gulf should pay light dues in the same way 
as ordinary commercial vessels, It appeared that the Admiralty and the Treasury 
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had not yet come to a decision upon the representations of the Board of ‘Trade. Tt 
was recognised that, if the exemption were limited as propose! by the Board of ‘Trade 
in home waters, the same practice must be applied to the Persian Gulf, but that, if 
Admiralty tankers did pay the light dues in the Persian Gulf, the idea of an additional 

ution from Government funds could not he entertained. It was agreed that 
this line should be taken when the shipowners were next met in conference. ‘The 
‘Treasury representative promised to intimate as soon as possible whether the Foreign 
Office might offer the shipowners at the next conference, failing the payment of light 
dues by Government vessels other than fighting units, a contribution of £5,000 a year 
from Government funds subject to review at the endiof five years, the question of the 
division of this contribution between Imperial funds and Indian funds being left for 
separate discussion hetween the Departments. Tt was agreed that, in the event of the 
proceeds from the light. duos and the Government contribution together not being 
adequate to cover the cost of the service, the proper remedy would be to raise the dues 
sufficiently to meet the deficit, 

3. On the question of the proposed committee, it was agreed that the Government 
of India were adopting a reasonable attitude in laying it down that, the entire 
administration and financial control of the servico should remain with the Government 
of India, but that, subject to this, the committee should have the wide functions, of 
adyice and consultation indicated in the Indin Office lettor of the 26th March, including, 
cognisance of the arrangements for lighting and buoying, the annual estimates of 
receipts and expenditure, proposals and estimates for new works, proposals for revising, 
the rates of dues, the financial accounts for each year, &e, Tho Board of ‘Trade 
representative indicated that such status and functions corresponded very closely to 
those of the Lighthouse Advisory Committee in this country, and it was felt 
that the shipowners could not reasonably claim more in connection with tho 
Persian Gulf service, 

Much doubt was, however, felt as to the proposals of the Government of India for 
the composition of the committee, Tho Government of India proposed that the 

teo should be composed of two officials (the Director of the Royal Indian Marino 
as chairman and a representative of the Board of Trade) and of two unofficial mombors, 
‘ue representing the Chamber of Commerce of Bombay and the other representing tho 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber, ‘The Board of 'rado hnd already intimated that thoy did 
not consider it necessary tliat they should be ropresented on the eommittes, and the 
fear’ was expressed that the shipowners would not weleome the idea of an official 
chairman, 


Mn GRIMSHAW pointed ont that the Lighthouse Advisory Committeo in this 
country is composed entirely of unofficial ropresentatives elected by the shipping and 
other interests concerned and that the committee nominates its own chairman, 


Mk, CLAUSON also pointed out that, primd facie, the Basta Chamber of 
Commerce and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company were a great deal moro interested in 
the Gulf trade than either of the bodies mentioned by the Government of India. 


It was felt that it would bo useless to offer the shipowners a committeo composed 
ais suggested by the Government of India, and that it would be better, before meoting 
the elipowners again, to inform tho Government of Tudia by telegraph of tho widely 
different composition of the Lighthouse Advisory Committee in this country, and to ask 
whether they would see any objection to the setting up of a committee composed moro 
‘on the lines of that body, 


CAPTAIN NORRIS pointed ont that the interest of tho Admiralty in the oil 
traffic of the Persian Gulf was so great that they would probably find it necessary to 
claim to have a representative on any advisory committee that, was, set up, if that 

tee were to include official representatives ; or, if the committee wore to bo 
entirely unoflicial, to have some opportunity of considering any recommendations 
which the committee might make before th Government. of India camo to a final 
decision upon them, 


Reference was made to the proposal to build a lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib Island. 

‘The proposal has beon under discussion for somo years, and material for the erection 

of the lighthouse is actually lying at various places in the Persian Gulf. Tt appears to 

be necessary to ask the Persian Government for_a site on tho island, or at any rate for 

perinisaion to erect the lighthouse. ‘The conference felt that any such application 
[11690] 14 
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ight result in the Persian Government raising the whole question of the British right 
to erect lighthouses on Persian territory, to station lightships and buoys in Fersian 
waters, and to levy dues in respect of such services. Tt was agreed, therefore, that no 
Farthey action should be taken for the erection of a lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib Island 
without further consultation with Sir P. Loraine, His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, who 
ienow on leave in this country. In the meantime, any question which arose as to the 
disposal or eare of the materials already collected could be dealt with by correspondence 
Between the Departments concerned. 





(8 8881/271/84) No, 118. 
Sir R, Graham to Mr, MacDonald—(Received April 14.) 


$) Majesty's representative at. Rome presents his compliments to the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit herewith copy of a note 
from the Italian Ministry for Foreign Affairs respeoting eapitulatory rights in Persia. 


Rome, April 9, 1924. 


————— 


Enclosure in No. 118. 


Note verbale, 

(i'ranslation.) 

WITH ‘reference to note verbule of the Ist March, the Royal Min 
‘Affairs has’ the honour to inform His Britannic Majesty’s Embassy in Rome that it 
recognises the desirubility of the diplomatic representatives of the Christian Powers in 
Mehran pursuing an identic line of conduct towards the Persian Govornment in regard 
to the question of the capitulations in that State, and it hae instructed the Royal 
Logation in Persia to come to a timely agreement, with that end in view, with the 
Ministers of Great Britain, France, Belgium and the United States, in that coun 
Moreover, a copy of the note verbato above mentioned has been forwarded to the 
Logation in question with instructions to bear in mind the legal arguments aud the 
ciroumstances of fact in support of the contention of the Christain Powors 


Romo, April 7, 1924. 





No. 119, 
Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald,—(Received April 14.) 


‘Tehran, April 14, 1924, 


‘No. ey 
loge ic.) 
Y telegiam No. 107. 
‘A wellorganised campaign, assisted by universal press from army leuders wlio 
threatened to disobey Government if Reza Khan remained in retirement, constrained 
Majlis to pass vote of coufidence in him ny Prime Minister on 8th April. Yesterdayhe 


presented to Majlis his new Cabinet, whi ly unchanged. 

Programme, which is being telegraphed by Reuter, inclides presentation of Sinclair 
Gi Bill for ratification, 

(Bent to India, No. 12; Bagdad, No. 87.) 





[E 9515/271/34] No. 120, 
E. Howard to Mr. MacDonald—(Received April 2 


‘ Washington, April 7, 1024. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 308 of the 19th February regarding the 
validity of the Russo-Persian ‘Treaty, of 1828 as the basis of rights enjoyed by 
His Majesty’s Government and British subjects in Persia, I haye the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a note from the United States Goverament, which is 
in reply to iny note of the 15th March last, « copy of which is also enclosed for facility 
of reference, 

Thave, &e, 
ESME HOWARD. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 120. 
Mr, Hughes to Sir 2. Howard. 


Department of State, Washington, 
Exeelleney, April 3, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communica 
tion bir the Lath Marsh, 1924, in which, with reference to provious eorrespondence 
which dealt in some detail with the question of extraterritorial rights in Persia, you 
have outlined the attitude to be taken by the representative of His Majesty's Govern- 
mont in Persia in the event that the question should be raised by tho Persian 
Government. In the concluding paragraph of your communication you express the 
hope that this Government conours ws outlined in your cominunicntion 13 to. 
the basis on which extraterritorial rights in Persia rest and that: tho United States 
Teprosentative in Persia will be instructed to adopt an attitude similar to that of hie 
British olleaguo in caso the Persian authorities should endeavour to raise the question 
of extra-territoriality. 

Tn reply, | may state that a copy of your Excelleney’s communication, is being 
forwarded to the American Minister at ‘Vebran for his confidential information, ‘The 
Minister hus been instructed to advise the Department of any effort on the part of the 
Persian Government to take up with him the question of extra-territoriahty in ord 
that appropriate instructs to moot the point at issue might in that event be sent 
him, In thie counestion T would particularly direct, your attention to the concluding 
parayraphs of my communication of the 21st January, 1924, 

Keoopt, &o, 
CHARLES B. HUGHE: 


Enclosure 2 in No. 120, 


Sir B. Howard to Mr. Hughes. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Washington, March 15, 1924, 

TT will bo within your recollection that ia his note of the 27th Septembor last 
Mx, Chilton ontlined the views of His Majesty’s Government on the legal position of 
British aubjects in Persia resulting from the abrogation of the Treaty of Turkomanchai 
by the Russo-Persian Treaty of 1921, and at. the samo time enquired whether the 
attitude of the United States Government was similar to that held by His Majesty's 
Government. In your reply, dated the 21st January, you were good enough to inform 
my predecessor that. the United States Governinent did not consider that. the 
acquiescence by His Majesty's Government in the presout attitude of the Persian and 
Soviet authorities would afford it any ground for objection, nor did such action on tho, 
part of His Majesty's Goverment, appear to be calculated to prejudicy the position of 
Fr Gpited States’ Government or of tte nationals in Persia, in view of the firm bases, 
other than the Treaty of Turkomanchai, upon which such rights rest, 

The whole question of the eapitulatory privileges enjoyed by British subjects in 
Persia has continued to be under the consideration of His Majesty's Government, and I 
have been instructed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire 


SSS ee) 
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toacquaint. you with the following synopsis of the instructions which he has sent to 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran for the guidance of Sir Percy Loraine in his future 
dealings with the Persian Government — 


Tt would not be desirable to admit in any discussion with the Persian Government 
that the abrogation of the Treaty of Turkymanchai must necessarily affect any rights in 
respect to exterritorial jurisdiction enjoyed by His Majesty’s Government in Persia, 
especially’in view of the written assurances given to Mr. Norman, then Hin Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran, by the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 3rd March, 1921. 
‘The translated version of Mabmud Mudir-ul-Mulk’s letter states -— 


“Tho Imperial Gov: 

and interests of the Bi A 

conducted with the Soviet Government, of Russia will not. interfere with the 
foundation of the relation between our respective Goveruments—of course this 
point of view applies to the rights Which British subjects have obtained in 
accordanee with the law and without legal disputes.” 


But, apart from the Treaty of Turkomanchai, there are other bases upon which the 
situation of British subjects may be safegiarded, 

Tn eivil matters a secure foundation is to be found in the French treaty with 
Persia of 1863 and in the German treaty of 1873, to the clauses of which His Majesty's 
Government are entitled to appeal by virtue ‘of their most-favoured rights. Put 
briefly, the French treaty provides that disputes in civil matters between French 
citizens shall be settled by French authorities, disputes between French and Persian 
hationals by, the Persian tribunals in the presence of a French representative, and 
disputes between French citizens and. nationals of other Powers by the authorities of 
the countries concerned, ‘These provisions, mutatia mutandis, cover British subjects, 
tne the Bestan Government woul have no possible grounds for contesting the right of 
British subjects to have their civil disputes settled in accordance with the long 
established régime, 

‘As togarda criminal matters, the position is more obscure, because the French and 
German treaties mentioned above only contain most-fuyoured-nation treatment and do 
hot specify details of prooedure, In criminal eases the procedure laid down, in the 
Turkemanchal Treaty has ever been in offect—it is indeed impossible that it could 
over have boon cartied out, for British law would not permit of British authorities 
gxeouting upon a. British subject a sentence which has been. imposed upon him by. 
Persian tribunal, The present practice as regards British subjects who are involved in 
eet ‘cases is analogous to that which applies to French citizens and reste upon 
fouig usage rather than upon specific treaty rights, and the arguments put forward by 
SinP, Loraine in any dispute with the Persian Government should take into wecount 
tho lougeh of timo. during whiah the preset system has been. a vogue Vor example, 
the (British) Persia Order i Couieil, which has governed British action since 1889, 
thakes no provision for carrying out the ‘Turkomanchai procedure, but article 9 of that 
Ulex makes provision for the trial of British stibjects accused of offences against 
Persians or otter fordign nationals which ix entirely consistent with the usage Which 
had heen proviously and sce followed, ~ 

Tor example, at the present timo a British subject acoused of criminal offence 
against w foreigner who ehjoys extra-territorial rights would be tried in the British 

vias Court, aid not (aw laid. down in the ‘Troaty of ‘Torkomanchai) by a Persian 
‘eabumal in the ‘presence of a British, representative. [tis not known when this usage 
spratg up, but oven if ib arose originally from «successful Russian attempt to stretch 
the interpretation of the ‘Tresty of ‘Turkomanchai, this does not nooessarily mean that 
His Majesty's Government are tot now entitled to rely upon such usage, aor, 

‘As rogunds eviminal eases in whigh all the parties eoncerned ar» British subjects, it 

hus been tmpossible to obtain any: information as to the practice before 1828. As, 
he first on which jurisdiction is conferred on consuls, 

h jurisdiction existed before the signature of the 

within the knowledge of His Majesty's Goverment 

ment considers its extra-territorial rights ou this point as long 

Entedating that treaty, In these ciccumstances His Majesty's Government are, of 
arMion that British, subjects would Ue entitled to the same treatment os is allowed to 

renoh citizens. 

Ty view of these considerations, Mr. Secretary MacDousld has. instructed His 

Majesty's Minister in Persia to avoid raising the question with the Persian Government, 
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and to assume that extra-territorial rights will continue to be enjoyed by British 
subjects in Persia in the same respects in future as in the past. If; however, the 
Persian authorities press Sir Perey Loraine on the point at issue, ho is to urge that in 
matters of civil import British subjects have olearly defined treaty rights, quite 
irrespective of any provisions arising from the Treaty of Turkomonchai, and that 
crimfual questions are held by His Majesty's Government to come under the category 
of rights established by custom, In any ease, Sir Perey ia to contend that oxtra~ 
territorial rights in matters of jurisdiction must be treated as a whole, and that an 
obviously impossible situation would arise i it was urged by the Persian authorities 
that His Majesty's Government had a clear treaty right to exterritorial jurisdiction in 
civil cases, but no rights at all in criminal matters. 


In instructing me to inform you in confidence of the above views of His Majesty's 
Government, Mr, MacDonald states that he is simultaneously communicating them to 
the Governments of France, Italy and Belgium through His Majesty's representatives, 
in order that the Ministers’ in Tehran of these countries muy be acquainted with the 
line which will be taken by Sir Peroy Loraine in the event of: the question being raised 
by the Persian Government. Mr, MacDonald has expressed to mo the hope that. you 
may concur in his views on this question, and that, in that case, you may. be pleased to 
instruct the United States Minister in Persia to adopt a similar attitude should the 
Persian authorities endeavour to discuss with him the problems of extra-territoriality, 

T have, &e. 
SME HOWARD. 





[E 9511/255/94) No. 121. 


Mr. Monson to Mr, MaoDonald.—(Recoived April 22.) 
(No, 129,) 
Sir, Tehran, March 6, 1924, 

I HAYE the honour to ti to you herewith copy of Tntelligenco Summary 
No. 8 for the week ending the ebruary, compiled by the military attaché to the 
Legation, 

Thavo, &o, 
MONSON, 


_————— 


Enclosure in No. 121. 
(Secret ) 


Intelligence Summary No. 8 for Weok ending February 28, 1924. 


Gilan and Masanderan. 
NOTHING of intorest has ocourred in these provinces during the past week. 


Azerbaij 


2, Tabriz —Itizad-es-Sultan, the new Persian consul for Van, arrived at Tabriz on 
the 9th Rebruary on his way to Van. 

3, Suleiman Shevket Bey, the new Turkish consul-general at Tabyiz, arrived on the 
28th January from Angora. He is a Turkish military officer acting as coneul for the 
first time, He is of the wodern Turk type, wearing no hut when indoors, 

4, ‘Two additional assistants have joined the Russian consulate-general from Tiflis 
named Aghassi and Israel ; both are Russian Armenians. 

5, Rorty Kurd recruits from Saojbulak have arrived at Tabriz to join the new 
4th Infintey Regiment, which now numbers about 880 rifles. 

6. Khoi-—A letter from Khoi states that the new road from Khoi to Maku bas 

‘and that the journey takes about six hours by motor-ca 
‘i ‘Treakinski, the manager of the Tabriz—Julfa Railway, 
states that no construction work is being done on this railway, work having been 
abandoned in the spring of 1923 (see Intelligence Summary No. 4 of the 27th January, 
1928), probably owing to the demand for railway material in ‘Turkestan, 
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8, Bayazid-Arnis Railway —M, ‘Treskinski reports that this line is about 
1684 kilom. in length, and that it had been arranged to have the terminus at Arnis. 
He states thav the line is completed as far as Sofali in Persian territory, where a large 
dépot of construction material lise been formed, From Sofali to Khangeduk all earth- 
works aud bridges had been completed, but no rails laid. From Khangeduk to Arnis 
the principal bridges have been built and earthworks completed, but no rails laid. 

9, Urumia—A report, as yet unconfined, states that the properties of Simko 
auld Seyyid Taha in the Urumis dletriot aro being sold by order of the Persian 
authorities, 


Tehran. 


10, With reference to paragraph 8 in last weok’s summary, republican propaganda 

continues unchecked in the press, Public opinion undoubtedly favours the idea of a 

republic, and it is significant that no voice hus been raised in support of the Shah since 
his departure to Europe, 

11, Haji Sheikh Jawad Mujtabid made a speech ut the mosque in Shabdul Az 
on the 15th Rebruary protesting against the Shah's behaviour, and exhibiting a 
of His Majesty wearing European costume. 
ld a conference of the ‘Tels on, the 
i ‘This 


(a) Regarding the Shah’s behaviour in Europe and his wearing of Kuropean 
Costume, 

(b.) Whether the new Majlis is legal or illegal, owing to there not being five 
members of the clergy as Deputies, ax defined in the fundamental laws. 


ara Tran” openly 


13. The newapapers “ Kann,” “Shafi 
{ 22nd February hinted at an 


abuse thy Shab, and the official uewspaper. 

of Government. 

Kontn,” “Sitata Tran” and “Koshesh,” all ‘Tehran newspapers, are 

subsidised monthly by the Russian Legation, and encouraged by the latter to publish 
ropubliean propaganda, 

14, An informant, usually reliable, states that a meeting of the leaders of the 
principal political parties took place in the Majlis on the 13th February, which was 
attended by the Prime Minister, Reza Khan, It was arranged that the following 
points should be brought up for discussion by the Majlis :-— 


(a) The advisability of changing the form of Government to a republic in view of 
tha ae of intron takerin tho allairs of the country by His Majesty. the 
Shah, 

(b.) The ratification of the grant of the Northern Oil Concession to the Sinclair 
Company. 

(c.) ‘The Consoription Bill, which had passed the committee stage when the last 
Majlis dissolved, 


1, A. meeting of the Council of Ministers was held on the 19th February to 
discuss’ railway construction in Persia, It was decided that the first line to be 
constructed should be Mohammerah-Khorremabad-Sultanabad~Tehran-Sari-Bunder-i- 
Giz, and that Mr. Beruett, the representative of the Uhlan Company (American), now 
in Tohiran, bo asked to cary out « reconnaissance of this route to estimate the probable 
expenditure necessary for the construction of the line, ‘The Ministry of Public Works 
js eugoged ot drawing up a definite programme for railway coustruction in Persia for 
presentation tothe Majlis. 

16. With reference to parayraph 21, Intelligence Summary No. 1, dated the 5th 
January, 1924, Mr, Mitchell and the Persian Minister of Public Works returned to 
‘ebran from Shiraz on the 19th February. 


Injahan. 


17, Four hundred rifles and 40,000 rounds S.A.A. were sent to Isfahan on the 
12th February from the Tebran arsenal. 
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Bushire. 

18. The 3/15th Punjab Regiment, garrisoning the Persian Gulf, was relieved on 
the 12th February by two companies of the 3/19th Hyderabad Regiment with 
distribution as follow 


Bushire ... .. Headquarters and 79 Indian ranks, 
Henjam ... 3 18 
Bunder Abi : . 18 
Task... i 79 
Charbar i a6 


‘The reduction in strength of British Indian troops on Persian territory iss source 
of great satisfaction to the Persian Government, and especially to the Prime Minister, 
who appreciates the recognition of his efforis to secure improved conditions of safety it 
tle country. ‘The reduction means a considerable saving of expense to His Majesty's 
Government. 

19. With reference to paragraph 11 of last: week's Intelligence Summary, two of 
the Gitmen tractors have arrived at Shiraz, The French instructors intend’ to, train 
Persians as drivers and to return to Bushire with a sufficient number of trained drivers 
to bring the twelve tractors to Tehran, 

The names of the French airmen and mechanics are as follows :— 


1, M, Berhault, chief of mission and a pilot 
M. Gérard, chief mechanic. Also a pilot. 
be Baul J Air mechnniss 
FAL Plesson | Drivers and meshanis for Citroen tractors 
M, Berliault and M, Gérard are now at Shiraz, preparing « landing yround, 
M. Doit and M, Pie jx months! contract in Persia, the latter, being 
one of the Freichmen who crossed Sahara in w Citroen. 


itary AUiaché. 
Tehran, February 28, 1924. 





[E 3512/255/34) No. 122, 
Mr. Monson to Mr. MacDonald.—(Receivod April 22.) 


(No. 142, Secret.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 11, 1924. 
mary 


T have, &e. 
1, MONSON, 


Enclosure in No, 122, 
(Secret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 9 for Week ending March 1, 1024. 


Gilan and Mazanderan. 

A COMMITTEE called the “ Ittehadiyeh Committee” has been formed in Enzeli, 
with a branch at Resht, The membera for the most part are boatmen, porters and out~ 
of-work loafers; the head of the Enzeli committee is one Safar, a boatman, and of the 
Resht branch, Abbas Kuli, a tinsmith. ‘The object of this committee is the usual 
Socialist propaganda. 
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%. Thadullah Khan, who was one of the minor leaders of the Gilan insurgents at 
the tine of Kuchik Khan's rebellion, has recently returned from ‘Tehran to Enzeli, 
where he is enyaged in Bolshevik propaganda. 

'3, A ninmber of executions have recently been carried out in Resht and Enzeli 
‘The oriininals were ordinary murderers, witl a few suspected of having rebellious designs, 
‘The officer commanding is taking strong measures to put down aay lawlessness or 
attempts at making disturbances, 

4, On the 19th Rebruary a slight earthquake shock ocourred at Resht. A few 
houses were cracked, but otherwise no damage was done. 


Azerbaijan. 


6, Tt is reliably reported that the General Staff at ‘Tehran have decided to raise a 
force of marines for service on Lake Urumia, This foree is to consist of 1,000 men, 
and is to be raised after Nau Rez (the 21st March). 


Tehran. 


6, Reference paragraph 10 of last week’s intelligence summary, republican 
propaganda in the preas continues (for example, see appendix), On the 28th February 
the “Nasim-i-Shimal,” a minor paper of Tehran, was suppressed as the editor 
had stated ina leading article that the time was not yet ripe for a republic in 
Persia. 

7. A report hitherto unconfirmed from other sources states that on the 
Leth February the Prime Minister georetly sent the sum of 8,000 tomans to the local 
clergy with instructions that on the 13th March, the day on which the Majlis is 
Guo'to commence business, demonstrations against His Majesty the Shah are to be 
arranged. 

#, On the 20th February the Majlis received a telegram from Rykoy at Moscow, 
congratulating the people of Persia on’ thelr Wea of forming « republic 

9, Colonel Alai arrived at ‘Tehran from Beriin on the 20th February. ‘This 
officer’ was one of those who left for Franco on the 2ad June, 1928 (seo Intelligence 
Summary No, 22 of the 2nd Juno, 1923, paragraph 7), 

10, Colonel Ismail Khan has telegraphed trom Berlin to the War Minister asking 
for sanotion to engage two Germin mechanics, On the 25th February the War 
Minister replied giving the necessary permission and fixing the salary of these mechantes 
‘at 251. a month, 

11, On the 26th February General Mahmud Agha Khan, the Governor of Isfaban, 
arrived at Tehran avhither he haul been summoned. by the Prime Minister. ‘This officer, 
ywho was formerly the Military Goyernor of Tehran, is a staunch supporter of the 
Prime Minister. 

12, Sami Bey, recently ‘Turkish consul-general at Meshed, arrived at Tebran on 
the 24th Kebruary. Hy is expected to leaye for Uruinia, where he has been appointed 
‘Nurkish consul, on the 3rd March, Hw is accunpanied by Abdul Hamid’ Beg, who 
formerly sorved with Enyer Pasha in ‘Turkestan, 

18, By orders of the Prime Minister with effect trom Nau Rez (the 21st March) 
the allowanees of His Majesty the Shah are to be reduced by 10,000 toma 

14, \ German company, througit the representative of Messrs. Wenckbaus in 
‘Yohran, has applied to the Persian Government that they may be given the concession 
for makeing mictalled roads in Persia; the Persian Government is to put up the money 
for the roads, und all necessary machinery will be imported from Germany ut the 
‘company’s expense. 

15) Reference Intelligence Summary No. 7, the Persian Government, has ordered 
seven aeroplanes, from tie Unduteh Company. ‘The workshuys of the company are 
situated in Russia, but the Russian authorities are making difliculties with regard to 
allowing the export of these machines to Persia. 

16, ‘The first task of the arms factory which is to be run under German super 
je to make serviceable all the Russian rifles now in the possession of the Persian military 
authorities, ‘These number about 60,000, some of which are now in use, and some of 
which are in store after collection from the civil populace on disarmament, When this’ 
Te done it will be possible to arm the Persian army with one uniform patter of rifle. 

17. Un the Ist March about 400 road sweepers employed by the municipality went 
on strike as their pay was four months in arrears. After stoning a detachment of police 
sent to disporse then, the strikers were arrested by the military. 
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Kazvin. 
__ 18, On the 20th February a Caneasian named Ghulam Hussein Khan arrived at 
Kazvin from Baku, and left on the 22nd February for Sulainaniyeh_ vid Hamadan and 
Senneh, ‘This individual frequented the Russian consulate while in Kazvin, and is 
believed to be a Bolshevik agent. 

R. P, L. RANKING, Captain, 


Assistant Military Attaché. 
Tehran, March 1, 1924, ssistant Military Attaché. 


AppenpIx 


Translation of an Article in the Tehran Newspaper “ Sitareh Iran,” dated 
February 25, 1924 


Islam should have Republican Government. 


IN accordance with Mahommedan law, the system of Government, in Tslamie 
countries should be a republic, Ahmad Shali is incapable; and the Kajar dynasty 
should fidl owing to its apathy and lack of devotion to Mahommedan law. Let the 
sulla and priate speak thelr feelings openly, and make their suggestions; now is 
the time to release ourselves from the troubles of Ahinad Shah, 





[E 8780/3780/34) No, 123, 


Monson to Mr. MacDonald. (Received April 29.) 


. ‘Tehran, Mai 24, 1924, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit, to you herewith copies of correspondence which 
has passed between this Legation and the Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the 
subjpet of certain. new regulations. governing the arrival, departure and residence of 
foreigners in Persia. 

‘On receipt of the Persian memorandum of the 10th January, His Majesty's 
Minister consulted the French Chargé d’Affaires and agreed with him on the draft of ai 
idontio reply. Sir Perey Loraine then sent, copies of the draft. to the United States, 

n, Belgian and Ttalian representatives, asking them to join in the representation 
he Persian Government, and in the course of u conversation with the United States 
Minister he gathered that ‘Dr, Kornfeld only objected to one small point in the draft, 
which he consequently exci Before the replies of the other representatives were 
received Sir Percy Loraine decided that, as the Persian Government had already issued 
the regulations to the provincial authorities, he should send in the reply without furthor 
delay, and did s0 on the 28rd February, jav the same time informing his colleagues of his 
action. 


The enquiries which I havo made of the other Legations, in consequence of the 
Persian Government's reply of the Lith March, have elicited the information that none 
of them bas yet received a reply ;. while it will by seen, from theenslosed sopy of letter 


from the secretary of the United States Legation, that the latter adopted 
different terms for its representation to the Persian Goverument. 

in the circumstances, I have thought it best. to reply to the Persian Government 
as shoyn in the final enclosure to this despatch, and to tuke no further action pending 
your consideration of the matter unless subsequent developments should render it 
necessary. 


somewhat 


T have, &e, 
£, MONSON, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 123. 












Memorandum. 


‘THD Foreign Office transmits the decision of the Council of Ministers under 
thir avolesnesposting the entry and rexsleuc of alot in Persia, 
‘The decision will be put into operation from the 1st Hamal, 1303 (21st March, 1924). 


Persian Foreign Office, 
Jady 19, 1802 (January 10, 1924). 


















(T'ranslotion,) 
BY the proposals made by the Mintatry for Foreign Affairs for the perfection of the 

passport regulations, the Council of Ministers, sitting of the 4th Jady, 1302 

(engoozil) (26th December, 1928), passed the following articles 


































Anriche 1, 


Any foreign subject desiring to visit Persia must get his passport visé by the 
Persian Legation or consulate of the plce of his residence or by a representative of 
the Persian Government in the nearest place, 





AnricLe 





4 Persian Legations and consulates will give visa to passports after having satisfied 
thomsolves of the identity and profession of the holders of the passports, 





Arnone 3, 





ous diseases, lunaties or professional beggars, 


Foreign criminals, sufferers from conta 
interests of the State or the public 


‘lso those whose presence may be prejudicial to th 
will nov be allowed to enter Persia. 









Anricne 4, 










‘The frontier authorities may not allow any foreign subject to enter Persia whose 
passport has not received the visa of any of the Persian Legations or consulates abroad. 

















Anrione 5. 





Foreign subjects possessing less than 100 tomans in kind aud specie cannot enter 
Persian territory tinless they are men of credit, and their credit has been certified by 
Persian officials abrond, 











Anrione 6. 


On arrival at their destinations foreign subjects must, within forty-eight hours, get 
their passports registered in the local police office, and, wherever ‘such office does not 
xist, in the local Government office. This registration will be free of charge. 




















Antic 7. 





Hotel and dging house proprietors must roport the artival of fonsign wijets to 
the police within twenty-four hours, ory where there are no police, to the local Govern 
ment authorities, failing which they will be fined 6 tomans. 











Anricre 8. 








Foreigners intending to reside more than six months on Persian soil must obtain 
permission from the police; where the latter do. not exist, the permission of the local 
Governmient must be obtained, ‘The permit will hold good for one year and the charge 
for same will be 5 krans. 






Arricne 9. 


Polioe andl Goyernment authorities may request, at any time, fo 
their permits of residence for examination. 






yers to produee 
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Arricty 10, 

Foreigners on leaving Persia must obtain the visa of the local police or of the 
Government of their place of residence. ‘This visa will be free of charge, but each 
person must pay 1 kran contribution towards the “ Red Lion and Sun.” 





Aurion’ 11. 


Persian frontier authorities are to prevent any foreigner who may not have 
obtained a visa from leaving the country, 





Anricue 12, 


Any foreigner failing to obtain a permit of residence will be fined 5 tomans on the 
first occasion, 10 tomans on the second, and will be ordered to leave Persia for a third 
offi 





Anrio:e 13, 


‘The foregoing articles will be put into operation by the Ministries of Exterior, 
Interior and Financ: 





‘This decision has been registered in the Cabinet of the President of the Council, 








Enclosure 2 in No. 1 


Projet de Note. 


LA Legation de Sa Majesté britannique « Yhonneur d'acouser réception au Ministdre 
impérial des Affaires étrangores desu iu Djadi 1802, concernant Yentrée et le 
séjour sur le territoire persan des ressortissants des Puissances ani 

La Légation, en réponse 2 cotte communication, croit devoir faire observer’ au 
Ministre impérial des Affaires étrangdres, que les traités réglant’ la condition des 
dtrangers on Perve Ten soustrayent complatement 2 a compétenee ot aux pouvoirs de ln 
poles ot den tribunnux rps, ans bien qu des mtr ocales en général, Dds 
iors, il n'appartient pas aul Gouvernement. persan d'imposer aux ressortissants étrangers 
Vinseription de leurs passeports chez le Gouverneur ou au Commissariat de Police, 
comme Vindiqne Varticle 6 de projet transmis In Légation. Pour les mémos raisons, 
la Légation ne pourrait admettre que ses ressortissants, d'apros Varticle 8, soi 
astreints 2 ge faire délivrer un permis spécial pour ine durée de séjour dépassant, six 
mois, Enfin, elle ne swurait accepter que les mémes ressortissants soient, passibles 
damendes appliquées directement, par les autorités locales ov d'expulsion. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté ne comprendrait pas que sa Légation en Perso 
abandonndt les principes ci-dessts definis, aussi longtemps que les traitds actucls 
conserveront force et yigueur. 

‘Toutefois, la Légation de Sa Majesté, pour con 
bonne volonté ot d'entente dont elle sest toujours ingp 
Gouvernement impérial, a honneur de Ini soumettre la 
compte des intéréts respectifs en présence + 













































lier avee ces principes le désir de 
re dans ses rapports aveo ly 
proposition suivante, qui tient 








Ja Legation’ se changers, do trannottro au 2 8 Strangdres les 
passuports de es ressortissants nouvelloment arrivés dans la eapitale sur lesquels il 
appartiendra au Ministore d’apposer un visa, La méme formalité sera effeotude en 
province par l'intermédiaire des consuls auprés des kargouzars, 








‘Au cas od aucun consul n'existerait dans la ville ob doit sdjourner Ie ressortiasant 
Gtranger, la notification nécessaire sera faite par la Légation intéressée dans le plus 
bref délai. 

Ln Légation regrette de ne pouvoir accepter le principe d/aprs lequel un ressortissant 
étrauger,antreint pas oy trite le wule juridiction de ses autorités nationales, serait 
passitle des amendes prévues dans le projet du réglement, 


Légation de la République francaise en Perse, 
Téhéran, le 28 janvier 1924. 











[11690] 


















—— 
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Enclosure $ in No. 123. 


Mr. Smith Murray, United States Legation, to Mr. Monson. 


My dear Monson, Tehran, March 14, 1924. 

REFERRING to our conversation at the Turkish Embassy, I find that the 
Minister addressed a note, dated the Srd March, to the Persian Government with 
regard to the new passport regulations, remarking only that, according to our treaty, 
the Persian’ Government could not very well penalise American citizens for violation of 
these regulations without the consent of the Legation. 

‘As to the regulations as a whole, they have been referred to Washington for 
consideration. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

W. SMITH MURRAY. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 128. 


Memorandum from Persian Foreign Office. 


(ranslation.) 
IN nealy to the memorandum of the British Legation of the 23rd February, 





regarding the regulations for the arrival, departure and 1 
Persia, the Foreign Office has the honour to state that th 
jn view of order in the interior, every Stato is free to make regulations for the arrival, 
departure and residence o ‘as it is the usage in every country, supervision of 
tho execution of those, regulations is the duty of the police administration and the 
officials of the Ministry of the Interior. 

Nojstipulation in’the treaties in force which might be contrary to the articles of 
the regulations in question can be perceived. The Persian Government has always 
respected the treaty stipulations and will, of course, continue to do so. 


ence of fureign subjects in 
AN admit that, 
















Persian Foreign Orica, 
21st Hoot, 1302 (March 11, 1924). 






Enclosure 5 in No, 128. 


Memorandum to Persian Foreign Office. 


HIS Britannic Majesty's Legation has the honour to acknowledge the reeeipt of 
the memorandum from the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the 11th March 
(ast Hoot), concerning the regulations regarding, the atrival, departure and residence 
of foreigners in Persi 

‘As that: memorandum does not state that the Imperial Ministry concurs in the 
procedure which His Majesty's Legation had proposed with a view to meeting tho 
‘Wishes of the Imperial Government in a practical manner, the Legation considers it: 
hecessary again to point out thet British subjects cannot: be subjected to direct 
executive. uction by the Persian police or other authorities, as appears to be 
contemplated in the proposed regulations. 

“His Majesty's fogation is forwarding to His Majesty's Government, for their 
‘consideration, copies of the correspondence which has passed between it and the 
Tmnperial Ministry for Roreign Affairs, 


Tehran, March 18, 1924. 
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[E 3944/255/34) No. 124, 


Mr. Monson to Mr. MacDonald.— (Received May 6.) 


(No. 159. Secret.) 

Sir, Tehran, Mareh 26, 1924. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to, you herewith copy of intelligence summary 

for the week ending the 8th instant, compiled by the military attaché to this Legation, 
Thave, &, 

, MONSON, 





Enclosure in No. 124, 
(Gecret.) ° 
a Intelligence Summary No. 10 for Week ending March 8, 1924. 
ilan. 

GILAN papers are following the example of Tehran papers in publishing 
propaganda in favour of a republic, 

9, It is rumoured in Gilan that Shumyatski is being recalled and that Rothstein is 
returning. 


Mazanderan. 

8, The Governor of Sari has sued orders for all foreign aubjoots in towns in the 
Caspian littoral to present their passports at the polio station, ‘Those without them 
will be given six months, to get thom, from their Governments, failing which they will 
be made to return to their own countries, 


Astarabad. 

4, Seven thonsand poods of cotton-seed have arrived at Bunderi-Gaz from 
Krasnovodsk for Rupeto (Russo-Persian Trade Organisation) to be distributed among 
the Turkoman tribes 

5. A party of Turkomans from Gumesh Teppeh raided the coastal villeges. ‘Thoy 
were pursed by soldiers from Bunder-Gaz, but defeated them, killing two in the 
ensuing fight, Another raid by Ata Ba'i Turkomans was followed Ay muscles 
reprisals from the village that hid been raided, Other raids on a small scale have 
ocurred, 

6, Vneshtorg in Astarabad has closed down and the personnel returned to Russia 
owing to the rise in the price of cotton, Centrosoyus is also in difficulties, and 
reporteid will soon close. 

A report states that the election results wore changed by tho military 
authorities, who got at the bullot-boxes through bribing the examiners, and Serdar 
Sepah was placed head of the poll. 

















Azerbaijan. 
8, No reports reosived ftom Tabriz, 


Tehrai 

9, Complaints against the Shah and demands for « republic continue in the 
nowspapers, and several street mectings have been held of an anti-Shah nature, On 
the Ist March Sayyid Reza Anati held a republican meeting, at which over 4,000 were 
resont. ‘This mooting went off quietly, the police maintaining a neutral attitude, but 
a the th March, when he held a second street meeting, it, was broken off in consequence 
Of the arrival of a delegation of Persian women, headed by Badr Sultan. On the 
Gth March an anti-Shah meeting held by S: rikrullah ‘and Pablevan Zadeh was 
broken up by Aga Khudaiyat, who arrived with 200 partisans of the | Shah, 
Representatives of the Russian Légation were present to take notes of this meeting. 

10, A ropublican committee of tivelve members, which was formed at the beginning 
of February, lias beeome active in propaganda fora republic, Tt. is headed by 
Fotan-es-Sultaneh, an employee, of the Public Works Department, It is advertising a 
“ Republican Coneert” for the 12th March. 5 

HT, ‘The Shah is attempting to organise opposition to the republican movement 
througli the mullahs. On the 4th March he telegraphed instructions on these lines 
fhrough the Valiahd, and said that he would take measures to get th ulama returned 
to Trak, On the same day the Valiahd summoned Khalissi Zadeh and asked him to 
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wire to his father in Meshed, On the 5th he wrote to Naini and Isfahani in Kum, 
On the 5th Khalissi Zadeh held a street meeting in favour of the Shah. 

12, On the 4th March the mullabs of Kum wrote to the mullahs of Tehran saying 
that it had been decided at a conference in Kum that a republic was contrary to. the 
Tslamic lay, and that, if they gave their sanction to it, it would mean the end of Islam, 

18. On the 3rd March’ KaGil-i-Dowleh, father of Suleiman Mirza, stated that the 
Governinent was postponing the republican question till the temper of the people could 
be ascertained, 

14, On the night of the oth March Imam Djuma Kh «d the Premier secretly 
by request of the mullahs and the Valiahd, and advised him not to form « republic, as 
it was against the Persian religion and would not be for the benefit of the people, ‘The 
Premier returned an evasive reply, 

15, Colonel Reza Guli Khan is to be relieved as Director of the Finance Depart- 
ment by Colonel Alai on the 20th March. He will then go to Berlin (see paragraph 9 
‘of last’ week's summary), 

16, Reference paragraph 14 of last week's summary, Mitchell wrote on the 
2nd March to the Ministry of Public Works saying that, necording to the Russo-Persian 
‘Treaty of 1921, Persia was not free to give concessions to foreign natio 

17. Reference paragraph 15, summary No. 8, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the 
Ministor for Publio Works, Dr. Millepaugh and Mitchell were present at a conférence on 
the 6th to consider granting railway concessions to Bennett, the representative of the 
Ulend Company. The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that the Promier had given 
orilers to give the concessions to Bennett, but only on condition that the iron for the 
rails came from the Bunder-i-Gaz mines, All were agreed that this condition was 
absurd, and reported to the Premier that they must withdraw from the negotiations. 

18. ‘Ds, Millapangth hs received 200,000 tomans for the construction of a new sugar 
factory at Kabrizek (near Tehran). ‘The estimated aunual output is 19,000 kharwars, 

19, ‘The Japanese Mission is to return to Japan on the 15th March vit Bagdad, 
Kanahara stated that the Premier had promised to send a mission to Japan in three 
mnonths’ time to conclude « Perso-Jupanese ‘Trade Agreement. 

20, On the Gth March, by order of the Premier, each police station in Tebran was 
isgued with sixty rifles, 

21, An extract {rom the Russian press bulletin of th 
to the formation of « Contral Asian Commercial Bank is giv 




































1 Appendix (B).* 


Isfahan, 

22, The translation of qn article on the republican qu 
newpaper “Akbar” of Tafahan on, the, 28th February, and was reprinted in the 
‘“Mihnn” of Tebran, is given in Appendix (A).* Toshows the attitude of an intermediate 
party, which is gaining strength, and which, while ready to welcome a republio, hesitates 
oxtail itself to an absolutiata which would bo followed by cliwos should Heza Khan 
tisuppear. 

25, On the 10th Februaty 250 rifles and 8,000 cartridges were received at Tsfaba 
from Teliran, 

24, The General Officer Commanding Southern Division received telegraphic orders 
to send a garrison of Aity mien under Sarhang Baghir Khan from Shushter to Bushire. 

25, On the 7th ebruary Chiragh Ali Khan Serdar Soulet left Isfahan for 
Andestian to be Turdovs political agent there. 

The General Officer Commanding Southern Division has been temporarily 
appointed Military Governor of Tafaban in the absence of Mahmoud Agha Khan, 

27, An Indian, calling bimsolf Sayyid Hussein, alias Abdullahi Khan, alias Hassan 
han, hus been working since December as a secret agent of Tardov. He takes much 
interest in the British consulate, and also carries on propaganda in Isfahan. 





tion, which appeared in the 


























Luuristan, 

28, Major Ivan Khan, commander of the Armenian squadron escort in Khorremabad 
stated in a letter to Tehran that up to the 22nd February 17,000 rifles had been 
received from the Lurs, 

R. P, L. RANKING, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attaché, 

Tehran, March 8, 1924, 


oo 





* Not printed. 
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E 3739/265/84] No. 125. 


My. Monson to Mr. MacDonald.—(Recaived April 29.) 





(No. 163.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 26, 192: 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, with reference to Sir P. Teraine’s 
despatch No, 12 of the 5th January last, regarding the Persian Government's protest 
against the presence of His Majesty's ships off Abadan and Mohammerah, copy of a 
note addressed by himon the Sth instant to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affiirs, 
iogether with « copy, in translation, of the latter's reply. 

Tn aceon ith. Sit P. Loraine's instruetions, Mis doxo was handed to. Zoka: 
Mulk by the Oriental Secretary wo this Legation, who explained that Sir P. Loraine 
Had wetted several months for a modifeation of Zoka-ul-Mtulk’s original note on, the 
subjest, and that, fling its recupt, he was, compelled to_ phos this reply on official 
record. 

Te will be observed that, as Sir P. Loraine anticipated in his above-mentioned 
despatch, the Persian Government has now advanced the contention that the Karun 
River is a Bersian inland waterway, and that the entry of foreign warships thereto is 

ly prohibited, In doing so the Persian Government affects to ignore the fact— 
to which His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire drew attention in his despateh 

ted the ‘anuary, copy of which he forwarded to you direct —that British 
warships have on numerous previous occasione entered the Karun River in spite of the 
protests of ths local authorities, I should be glad to learn what, view of the Persian 
Government's contention is taken by His Majesty's Government. 

Tam forwarding copies of this despatch ‘and its enclosures to the Goverament 
of Indi and to His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire with a request for their 
observations, 

















































T have, &e. 
1, MONSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 12: 





Sir P, Loraine to Zoka-ul-Muth. 
Mle Mi Pehiran, March 6, 1924. 
1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reovipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
2 (1th November, 1928), in which your Exceleiny protste again 
British warships at Abadan and Mobammerah and requests their 















the pr 
immediate withdra 
In reply. 1 have to state that the report which reached the Imperial Porsian 
Government was erroneous and exaggerated, as there were only two British warships 
in the Persi the time stated. 
tate that your Lxcellency’s protest us regards Abndan is 
not under Persian jurisdiction, 
Mohainmerih, I desire to remind your Exeelleney that 
warships haye policed the Persian Gull for the Inst 190 yours. During their sery 
those waters they have had occasion from time to time to visit Persian ports and have 
denied the hospitality commouly accorded by international custom and usage, 
which, it is hoped, the Persian Government. will continue to extend to the vessels 
of His Majesty's navy on future similar occasions. 


















Tu the case 











PERGY LORAINE, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 125. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Monson. 
(Trenslation,) 
M. le Changé d’ Aires, 

IN reply to the note of Sir P, Lon 
(5th Murch), which reached me ou the 


Tehran, March 1), 1024. 
ne, the British Minister, dated the 15th Hoot 
nd Hoot (12th March), alter his Excellency’ 
departure from Tehran, I have the houour to state that, according to the latest reports 
reecived by me,.two British warships, as stated in the note above mentioned, bud 
entered the Karun River and anchored opposite the premises of tho oil company. 
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19, On the 11th March Fetan-es-Sultanch stated that he had interviewed the 
Premier to determine the position, especially as regards the attitude the British 
Government would assume on the republican question, and that Reza Khan had 
replied that even if they did not give active help, the British Government would in no 
‘way oppose them. When the republic came, Yossuked-Dowleh would be Premier, 
and Sayyid Zia-ed-din would be in the Cabinet, of course with himself as President. 

20, Fetan-es-Sultanch stated that the policy of his committee was to obtain 
telegrams from all the towns of Persia urging a change in the constitutional law ji 
favour of a republic. When they could show that the whole of Persia demanded a 
republic they would work through the Reformist party in the Majlis to bring about 
the change in the Constitution, ‘The Reformist party was confident that the change 
sould come before the beginning of June. 

2A, Roferenco paragraph 19 above, It was later reported that the Republican 
Committee had agreed to Sayyid Zin-ed-din’s return, but not to Vossuk-ed-Dowleh's, 
‘The Russian press bulletin of the 14th March stated that it was informed from trust 
Worthy sources that the ‘well-known leader of the Anglophile group, id 
Zia-edcdin, was returning, and that 6,000 tomans bad been sent him to Switzerland f 
his expenses. Tehran newspapers published the same information on the same day 
‘The Russian press bulletin also stated that there were strong rumours that ‘the other 
avoll-known leader of the Anglophile group,” Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, would also retur 

22, On the 8th March a political movement began in Tabriz against the republic. 
‘Wolerams were sent, to Tehran saying that the Tabrizi members of the Majlis did not 
represent popular opinion on this question, ‘These telegrams were suppressed by order 
of Reza Khan, 

28, Mudarris, leader of the party ‘Ittihad-icTslam," is working against th 
republican movement, and hie has the solid baoking of the Tehran merchants, He is 
tevin to get the baa shut alter the 22nd March as a demonstration in favour of the 
Shab, 

24, Suleiman Mirza has advised the Socialist party to remain neutral on 
republican question, as the initiative thereon had Tain with the Democrats. | They 
should try to spread the idea that the republic wax being formed th 
Democrats by British influence, After the arrival of the republic they could work: for 
A ihore extreme form of Government without haying in any way been made responsible 
for tho republic 

25, Reference paragraph 11 of list weok’s summary. Since the sth March 
Kholissi Zadeh has beon persuaded by Reza Khan to reverse his attitude and is now 
working for a republic, 

‘26; On the 12th March a serious brawl was caused by a soldier of the Peblevi 
regiment, who was sot on by othor soldiers of his regiment for shouting : “ Long live the 
Republic!” ‘Tho military police on interfering were disarmed and beaten, and_ the 
Bahadur regient had to be called in to gurround the contestants. ‘The men of the 
Peblovi regiinent complained at, the police bad defended a Bluspherner, who had 
shouted for a republic, which was contrary. to the law of Islam, and finally the commander 
of the Babadur regiment had to placate them by arresting the offending soldi 

‘27, Newspaper propaganda against the Shah increases in vehemence (for examples 
see appondix).* 

26, Wilhelm Wassmuss, German ex-consul in Shiraz and Bushire during the war, 
is now in'Tehran, He is shortly proceeding to Shiraz, ov the 30th March, and states 
he may become German consul he ata 

29, Reference paragraph 2 of last week's intelligence summary. Independent 
information in Tebron states that Shuinyatski bas been recalled and will return to 
Moscow. a8 soon as his relief arrives. Shumyatski's real name is Andrei Tchervon. 
Before the revolution he was a mechanic. 

30, On the 12th March the Premier signed the oil concession for Gilan in favour 
of Haji Moyin Bushiri, and for Azerbaijan, Mazanderan, Astarabad, snd Khorasan in 
favour of Sinclair. 

31, On the 13th March General Jan Muhammad Khan, commander of the Aragh 
Brigade, refused to obey Reza Khan, and band buck three guns which were with the 
brigade. He told Reza Khan that the guns had been handed to the brigade by the 
Shah, and when the Shah retarned to Tehran, and told him-to surrender the guns, le 
would do so, and riot before, Late at night on'the 14th March he had an interview 
with the Valiahd, and alterwards returned to his brigade. 


* Not printed. 
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Kum. 


82. There is to be a religious conference at Kum this week to decide the attitude 
of the inullahs on the republican question. The president will be Aga Sheikh Abdul 


Kerim Araghi, and secret agents from the Tehran mullahs and the Valiahd will be 
present, 


Kazvin. 
33, Abbas Guli Khan, Military Governor of Kazvin, was ordered by F 
: D, xy Governor of Kazvin, dered by the Minist 
ee OCC Rae ee xb alae em 
him, Dut really beeause h> was anti-republican, On the 10h March his successor, 
Serdar Ikkhtiyar, arrived. He is an ardent supporter of Reza Khan, ; 
34, The mullatis of Kazvin in assembly decided to remain neutral on the republican 


question, as also did the committee of Azadi Khwahan, a tool of Hoffinann, upon the 
instructions of the latter, 


Tsfalians 


85. A fight is reported to have ocourred between Bahais and M 
Kushkeh, near Abadeh, resulting in a few casualties, a 


36, His Majesty's consul at Shiraz reports that on the 9th March 900 of the 
detachment of Persian troops recently in Dashti, returned to Kazerun and. there 
recvived three loads of rifles and eleven loads of small-arm ammunition ftom Shiraz, 
On the 5th February another detachment of 260 with four machine guns lett towards 
Kazerup, It is stated that, the General Officer Commanding Fars, Sartip Fazlullah 
Khan Zahidi, was going to join them few days, and proceed with them to the 


confines of Behbehan, possibly for the disarmament of the Kuhgilu, 


Sultanabad. 


37, The! Gencral Officer Commanding Western Division is) making arrangemet 
to settle a ie number of families of the Bayranayand tribe in the TARO Aa 


Djapolagh and Silakhor areas, ‘The landowners of Arigh said they could only se 
Djspolagh wwners of Aragh said they could only settle 


Luristan, 


88. The Yaramidie, Hassanavand, Sagvand, Derigvand and Maloh Sabz Ali tribe 
id, Sagvand, be 8 

all been disarmed, though Amir Amneb, chief of the first named, was anally of 

the Government during the rocent fighting. A number of prominent Gur. chieftains 
have been tried by court-martial and executed for their recent resistance to 


‘ sjesty’s consul at Sultanabad reports that the Government. casualties 
during the reoent fighting were at 
R. P. L, RANKING, Captain, 


Assistant Military é. 
Tehran, March 15, 1924. Te 
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Mr, Monson to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received ril 29. 
(No. 166.) ‘ Lune 
Sir, Tehran, March 26, 1924 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, with reference to Aunts 
Curzon's despatch No. 541, dated the 15th December last, copy in translation of a note 
whieh f have received from the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs replyiny to the 
collective note addressed to the Persian Government on the 14th June, 2, by. 
Sir Perey Loraine and the representatives of Belgium, France, the United States and 
Italy regarding the payment of municipal taxes by the subjects of those countries, 
Noi of the otlier signatories of the collective noto have yet received this reply, which 
makes no concession whatever to the requirements of the Powers in question, 

Tn the first place the Persian Goyernment ignores the point of view of His Majesty's 
Government, and ‘of most of the other Christian Powers, that taxes cannot be callesred 
from their subjects except with the prior consent of the latter's national authorities, 
Unfortunately the United States Minister, who is, eince Sir Perey Loruine’s departure, 

[11690] L 








the senior representative of those Powers, is by no:means firm on this point of view, and 
his attitude lias, so far as I am ayare, undergone no modification since Sir Percy 
tog fddrossed to Marquess Curzon his despatch No. 411 of the 11th September 
ast, 

Secondly, the Persian Government: continues to disregard the fact that a tax 
‘on transport niounts in practice to a tax on the goods transported, and thet the 
avaglel taxes in this respect violate the Commercial Convention of 1908. The law of 
1828, copy of which is enclosed herein, merely legalises the collection of navaghel taxes 
on all transport entering towns, and the ‘Persian Government's statement that 
‘Tnavaghel taxes are only imposed on means of transport in accordance with this law” 
in thoesforo ontirey beside the point 

Mhindly, the Persian Government onoe moro bexs the question as regard the right 
ofthe Chilean Powers to demand guarantees for the proper expenditure of the moneys 
allested from their subjects, That right, apart from its moral justification, is implicit 
fo the. special status which the Persian Government: itself acenrds to the subject of 
those Pevors, and in the inviolability of person, property and domicile which enables 
the latter to withhold payment of @ tax to the imposition of which their Governments 
have not consented, 

Finally, it may bo observed that the law quoted in the note. under co jideration 
Jays down no regulations for the disbursement of the proceeds of muunisipa taxation, 
pac oxpresaly confides their collection and. expenditure to local officials. ‘Tho passing of 
the budget by the Majlis is scarcely an adequate substitute for the uniform rnunicipal 
Tuy on which the collective note insisted. 

cThe Borsian, note is extremely disappointing to mo, because Thad gathered the 
innprossion from a discussion at which I ‘on the 14th January, between 
Be Bonny Lorine and the Ministers for Forvign Affairs and Finance, that the latter 
were eying to prepare a gatinfactory roply., ‘The Minister for Rinanee, for instance, in 
reply 0 Sir Deroy, Loraine’s representations regarding guarantees, for the proper 
ebeiistration of the funds, stated. that he saw no objection in principle to the publi: 
tion of municipal accounts, Tt will be observed from the last paragraph of the nol 
tet ‘the Persian Government, are far from conceding this point, and that there is 
nothing to\ prevent them from divertivg. « considerable portion. of. the proces of 
mieipal taxes to purposes other than tho needs of the municipalities | Under the 
prosont Amorican finiucial organisation T believe that all municipal taxes am remitted 
To the reaaury inTehran, In my opinion, however, the most important point to settle 
Hea ae of thd bax on transport, on which, as you will we, there is n clear divergeuce of 
view betwoon the Persian Gover and the Legations. 

‘Tho Persian Government have taken some twenty moriths to compose « rep! 
which does not appear to me to bring any nearer a satisinctory solution of the ques 
Wed in the meantime, whatever may be the ease with regard to other municipal tax 
iu ura powerless to provent the levying of the tax on trausport snes the author ies 
Thave otly to rofuse passage to the lntter till i¢ is pald-—and naturally, to avoid this 
inconvenionoe, it actually is. paid. 

Hoare he Porgun Goverumont’s delay in conimuniexting their note to n 
colleagues, Thave thought it better nob to wait any longer for the fathers views, Ww 
T have requested, before forwarding tho note to you, in order that, Mr. Ovey may aaston 
‘as possible be in possesaton of any observations thereon, oF, any instructions regarding 
the further action to be taken, which you may desire to send to i 

have, &e. 
I, MONSON. 


= Eee SS 


Enclosure 1 in No, 127. 


(Dianslation.) 
le Chargé d’ Affaires, Tehran, Hoot 29, 1802 (March 19, 1924). 
erly to the collestive note of the 14th Jim, 1922, I have the honour to make 
the following statements :— 

1, In paying the Stato'tases and impositions, foreign subjects in Persia are on the 
samo footing a8 Persians, No exception whatever of aliens hus een made in the 
treaties'in force, Only in the commercial treaty concluded between the Governments 
eptacis and England, dated 1903, it was stipulated that after the payment of the 
Customs duel’ no other charges, except tolls, shoul! be made’on goods {mported into 


Zoka-wl-Mulk to Mr. Monson. 


139 
Povain: This etipulation bas been'and will be I 
E a u respected. The navaghel taxes are onl: 
impos onthe mas af transport in asordaace wih the lw of he th Rabiul-Aval, 
2, All the taxes and impositions have be i 
ed by the National Assembly it 
the general budget of th y. in bell af axcou stay badsea ths 
nee last of the country, and their better ongitaton fe under tho 
3, The municipal taxes have been and will be sj 
i e spent, as ficr as possible, ici 
purposes ‘Tho city aed for in the not abe mentioned Se inainaniet 
f ention in the inte: i i 
a ee of the country, and the Persian Government 
Tavail, bo, 
ZOKA. 


Chiof of the English Section of the Ministry for Foreit i 
ection Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Muntakhab-ul-Mulk, 
seen © Nawab, dated Hamal 5, 1808 (March 25, 1924), 


Dear Friend 
IN reply to your note of the 2nd instant (2 
ly to y of the 2nd iustant (22nd Mareh, 1924), T enclose 
as requested by you, a copy. of the ennetionel| Inv, dave Sth taba Mule, 1928 
(7th March, 1910}, in connection with taxation on the means of transport. 
Yours sincere! 


ly, 
MUHAMMAD TAGHI, 
(Translation.) 


Laie of the Municipal Tazation on the Means of Transport, Rabil-Aval 5, 1828 
(March 7, 1910), ¥ 


, Clause 1, 
The first item of the municipal 


transport every month in all Persian town calm econ aaa 


for the municipal expenses is as follows : 


1, Carriage (generil), 4 R , ind 


2, Closed carriage (kaleskkeh) and land: 5 

8, Teaiing cart chareharkheh) : ea 
wo-wheeled cart for louds 2°60 
igenee (stage coach) and omnibus 3 ye 
, Hand-driven wheeled vehicles ; 1 
Motar- . eee : 0 

. Motor-wagon rs i t 4 4 
Gary 10 
, Bieyeles :Do-charkheh sayari 5 
: *Velooipede a) 2 
12, Motor-cycles - 
18, Horse, inule and cainel; horses of carriages and kaleskehs 


or of loading or ridi inolusive 
cca as (inclusive) ach 


15. Donkeys (loading) 
16. Oxen for driving carts 


‘The second item comprise df 
nid item comprises the taxes lovied for th - 
means of transport on entering a town RA ee ee 


Shes ; ee Krona, 
. Each cart (without discrimination for the number of horses) 4 


Loading two-wheeled carts (ditto) i 2 
Carriage and covered carringe (ditto) OS 
. Motor-ear ... xy : : fi = 1K) 
|; Motor-wagons 6 
;. Diligence (coach). : “ as 
Backe-ox or donkey .. ‘i i 0-15 
ile, horse or pon: f 25 
a, ie 


[11690} ia 
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Clause 2. 

‘The municipal committee of every town can, if it so desires, sanction an additional 
percentage of taxes, or proportional augmentation on every toman of the existing dues, 
to be levied on the means of transport existing in that particular town, and submit 
same through the local Governor of that town to the Ministry of the Interior for final 
submission to the Majlis in the form of a legal bill. 


Clause 8. 


Payment of the taxes mentioned in the first item of clause 1 should be effected 
against receipts and tickets upon which their period of availability is mentioned. The 
tnimals enumerated in the second item of clause i, which are frequently brought to a 
town from the suburbs and adjacent localities, can be paid for monthly (against 
recuits and monthly tickets) at the sare rate as those enumerated in the first item of 
clause 1. 

Persons in charge of such means of transport who possess monthly tickets issued 
by the municipal authorities are exempt from payment of municipal dues (mentioned 
in the second item of clause 1) on entering a town. 


Clause 4 

Carriages and kaleskehs (covered carriages), &e., which are unsuitable for work or 
which have been arranged for sale, are exempt from payment of municipal dues, bat 
the municipality should’ affix leaden seals to their wheels beforehand. When owners ma 
svish to use or to sell’ such vehicles, they should notify the municipality accordingly 
Order that the latter may remove the seals, from which time such vehicles are liable to 
be paid for at the usual rate of tax, ‘The fee for the sealing of wheels is 2 krans. 


Clause 5. 

‘Any person who may violate the regulations for payment of the usual municipal 
taxes, ie awho may not pay them within the period officially prescribed for that, purpose 
by the municipality, will be fined in the first instance to the extent of an additional 
tPird of the usual tax ; in the second instance he is liable to payment of a fine equal 
to the amount of the usual tax. 

Clause 6. 

‘Tho mubashorin (officials) of the municipality will levy the taxes afore-mentioned. 
‘The receipts will be expended according to the instructions of the municipal committee, 
hich are compatible with the law, under their own supervisi 


Clause 7. 

Ovwnors of the means of transport are bound to state the number of their vehicles 
or avimals (of any deveription) after the issue of tho notice of the municipality and 
<rithin the period authorised by the Department, in question, ‘They should further 
MMoeive tickets for their means of transport. In default of complying with the foregoing 
reoulations, and after the lapse of one month, a fine equal to the amount due will be 
‘ditionally imposed, 

Clause 8. 
Means of transport exempt from municipal taxation are as follows — 


1, ‘That which belongs to royalty: (saltanat) or to the Government ; 

2) Mat (ot any dessrption) belonging to the any; 

3, That belongdng to diplomatic oflicils of foreign Powers (see attached note) ; 
44, That belonging to the sanitary service 

5. Means of transport relative to the imuuicipal service, 


Clause 9. 
‘This Jaw will be enforeed in every locality within ten days from the date of its 
public notification. 


Remark Whenever the words “without discrimination for the number of horses” 
aro manticned, it is meant that no separate taxes would be charged on the animals 
attached to carts or to two-wheeled vehicles, &c., except in cases where the number of 
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animals attached to carts (large ones), diligences, kaleskehs and durushkehs exceeds 
four; or above two in the case of four-wheeled vehicles (chaharcharkheh); or above one 
jn the case of do-charkhehs, In such cases the additional number of animals is liable 
to payment of taxes equal to that explained in (8) of the second item of clause 1. 


Certified true enpy. (No signature) 
Scaled: Ministry for Foreign Affairs (English section). 


Notes on this Law. 


1, It legalises navaghel taxes on all transport entering towns. This is precisely what 
we complain of. Tax on transport equals tax on goods equals violation of 1903 
agreement, To say that navay gil taxes are “only imposed! on means of transport, in 
accordance with this law” is therefore entirely beside the point. 

2, Tt legalises a monthly levy on transport owned in the towns. ‘The collection 
and expenditure of these taxes being expressly confided to municipal officials (clause 7), 
the Powers whose representatives signed the collective note cannot yet agree to the 
payment thereof by their subjects, in the absence of a uniform and satisfhotory 
municipal law. 

8, Clause 8 (3) exempts the means of transport belonging to the mamurin-t-siasi 
(lit, political officials) of foreign Powers, which appears to include all consular officers. 
If this is the only law legalising the collection of navaghel on motor-cars, T think we 
might well have obtained exemption for the British vice-consuls at Yexd, Tabriz, 
Sultanabad and so forth under this head. 


M, 
March 27, 1924. 





[EB 8743/456/34) No, 128, 


Mr. Ovey to Mr. MaoDonald—(Received April 29.) 
fo. 169.) 
r Tehran, April 1, 1924, 

BY the time of my arrival in Tehran on the 27th ultimo, the Republiean movement 
had, as reported by Me. Monson in hin telegrams Nos, 95 nnd 98 of the 20th March, 
already reosived a set-back, Although there are no definite signs that the Prim 
Minister has changed his plaus, it appears evident that he has miscalculated the 
strongth of the inherent conservatism of the people, and of the clergy in particular, und 
that he is in a state of some indecision as to his next step. 

His appearance in the Majlis on the 22nd March, reported in the enclosed diary of 
events prepared by Mr, Havard, formed perhaps the turning-point, Tt was probal 
vuistake on his part to listen to his party advisers and make an appearance ut all 
Thos he had done so, and finding himself unable, by the sheer weight of u 
Uisplay, to produce the requisite state of submission in the assembled masses, he 
cikenttol and was found lacking in the necessary gifts of oratory or statesmanship 
‘which might have euabled him to stem the rising tide of opposition and turn the 
mnoment to his advantage by a direct appeal to the people, 

Tnstead of so acting, he applied military measures, aud extricated himself from the 
position only with the loss of large measure of his own prestige. ‘The outlook at the 
moment of writing continues to be obscure. 

Thave, &e. 
f. OVEY. 


Enclosure in No. 128, 


Diary of Boents concerning the Republican Movement in Persia, 


THE first outward signs of this movement appeared about the 20th January, whet 
Tehran newspaper reproduced an article from the Constantinople paper “Wal: 
favouring the establishment of a republic in Persia, 











and told him he had no authority to do so in that place. “High words ensued between 
these two, but Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek intervened and calmed both down. Motemin-ul- 
‘Mulk even offered to call the Deputies into session and denounce Serdar Sepah’s action, 
and there isilittlo doubt, bad he done so, there would have been a vote of non-confidence 
in Serdar Sepah. After this a conference took place between the Deputies, the priests 
and Serdar Sepah, where it is believed that the latter sulkily agreed to abandon his 
desire to push through the republic, but announced he would resign as he could not 
work with either the Shah or the Prince Regent. 

On the 28rd March in the early morning, Serdar Sepah left town for his country 
house, where he remained until the 26th. On the 26th he went to Kum, where he had 
previously promised to go to bid farewell to the priests returning to Mesopotamia, and 
returned to Tehran on the 27th. 

‘The question was to have found a solution in an open sitting of Parliament on the 
26th, but the absence of Serdar Sepah at Kum and the avowed intention of the crowd 
to invade the precincts of the Majlis again made tho Deputies, after reflection, cancel 
the sitting and put off any parliamentary session until the Sed April 

‘At present. thore appears to be a complete deadlook, but the Republiean movement 
has collapsed, 

‘AA complete revulsion of public fecling took place about the 17th March, Up to 
that date the people had been completely apathetic; the priests had been silently 
hostile; Mudarris, a demagogue priest and Deputy, had alone raised his voice against 
a republic. Hy had opposed the mandates of various Deputies in Parliament on the 
plea that the. people had not elected then freely. Ono day in the corridor of the 

Louse he received a slap in the face from one of his opponents belonging to the Tajadud 
arty. his party was hotly in favour of @ republic, and was the largest party in the 
Frouse, but it split up after tho Mudarris incident, ‘This was » great blow to the 
republic. ‘The press had also started to confuse the republic with religion, and one 
paper talked of the Prophet and the Tmams as actors on the world stage, A famous 
Nchran poot gave a weital to a crowded audionce in « public ball, in which w line 
occurred “How long aro we to tolerate the Kajars and priests?” News came fi 
‘Turkey that the Caliphate was abolished, and nobody, was heneeforth to wear a turban 
except by permission of the police, ‘The pro-Republicans tried to close the bazaars on 
Now Year's ove (the 20th March), just at a time when merchants most expect to do good 
business, ‘The movement was successfully resisted, and the people went to the mosques 
to demonstrate against a republic which’ allowed such things to be done. ‘The police 
tried to bur the way to the mosques, and people held prayer meetings in the open 
bazaar instead, 

The, matter now bore a, rligious agpest and the pret came out into the open 
as the champions of thy antiRepublican movement. Henceforth all anti-Republican 
demonstrations had a religious foundation, and the speeches made were based on Talan 
‘The people aro ignorant, but show considerable fervour in matters of religiou, The 
slogan used by the anti-Republicans brought the silent aud half-hearted to their side, 
nd the result is a solid feoling amongst tho masses of Tebran ogainst « republican 
form of governments . 

Serdar Sepah has lost most of his popularity since he turned the soldiers against 
the peacofil demonstrators in the Parliament grounds, and his enemies are not likely 
to let the chanco of downing: Seung, ; 

‘Phe more sensible people realise that if he goos it will be « national loss, but they 
do not know how to keep him, because up to the present he has not disclosed his own 
nind, nor how far he is amenable to reason or is ready to face actual circumstances. 
It he pemiste in bis formerly expressed opinion that he eannot work with the prese 
Shah or Prines Regent, he may be shelved. Th any ease, many people think he should 
give up the promiership and content himself’ with the Ministry for War, or even only 
Sith the post of commanderin-chiet of the army. Some means to bridge over the 
Uifferonces’ between him and his political opponents must be found, but no accurate 
fnforimation of any discussions between them is obtainable, and the effvet of Serdar 
Sopah's visit to the priests at Kum is uot yet known. 
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ae Mr, Monson to Mr. MacDonald —(Received April 29.) 
Sir, 
ee : ‘ ee, Tehran, March 26, 1924, 
eee ation of Sit P; Loraine telogeam No, 84 of the Gth March, [havo the 
h ort to you as follows with regard to th "4 ions di 
at the conference of the Srd March -— a ee 
Kerman-Bunder Abbas.—Last year tho Persian Minister of Posts and ‘Tel 
—ast year th r lographs 
tad agave tothe propos of His Majesty’ Government to propa a new 9 enact 
nlaos ofthat of 1920, which bad never boon ratio, and omitting tho branches to Jaak 
sad Lingah, | Ms, New, director of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, submitted 
a dratto the Ministry of Postsand Telegraph in January, Pins; rath ACURI e 
of Posts and Telegraph, now wished to substitute for a/new formal agreement a letter 
authorising the tndo-European ‘Telegraph Department to depart from the terms of the 
1920 agreement as regarded the two branches, The reason which he gave was that it 
old be extremely difiulé to obtain tho assent of the Majlis to. a now agreoment 
Si P. Loraine bjested to, this proposal on the grounds that (a) the sanetion of the 
Majlis would be necessary in view of the financial provisions of the agreement; and(b)in 
yew of the elimination of the Jask branch, provision mst bo made for nk 
ine with the Henjain cable; p for this in the new draft. Dr, Mill 
who wan present at th coneren USir P, Lonine's view roan 
nancial aspect of the question, It was eventually decided that the new draft agreo- 
ment should be subinitted by Khodayar Khan to the Counell‘of Ministery aaea 
see how it could best be logy put nto ores . 
Contral Persia line : cost of construction of buildings, rentals and repair, and py 
of establishment employed on’ construction,-—Kor all these ric oes 
admitted liability, and took note of the sums concerned, ‘The method of payment was 
not, howe ly decided, ‘The Persian Government undertook, to submit proposils 
I understand from Mr, New that ho has a fresh scheme in mind, on, which ho is 
commanicating with the direetor-in f his department, which he has hopes of 
be of considerable financial 


the Persian Government 


ducing the Persian Government to accept, and which 
advantage to the department, 

Atabistan: limitrophic agreement betweon Persia and Trak,~ Sir P, 
proposed that Irak should send a British official of the Trak ‘Telegraph Administration to 


Loraine 


Nehran to work out an arrangement with the Persian Adiinistration, ‘The Primo 
Minister replied that this was a subsidiary question dependent on that of the general 
rolations between Persia and Trak and could not be discussed soparately. The Ministr 
for Foreign Affairs, in a recent memorandum received by me, renewed their roquest for 
the disappearance of the alien off t Mohammerali and Abadan; 1 replied that, 
since both the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the A of Post and'Telegraphs were 
present at the conference of the ard March, they must be fully aware of the position of 
this question. 


“Tt has not been possible yet to make any further progress: Khodayar Khan i 

atatinnte and alow to move, ad the politica esis has TC UsMy 
ressiite will, however, be continued, and, if necessary, recourse will agai 

authority of Serdar Sepah, provided that he remains ee 


MONSON. 





(E 9745/96/34) No. 180. 


wa itay Lr Most Mr, MasDenala— (Received ari) 
No. 173; 
ir, Ad Telivan, March 26, 15 
THA VA the tocol toalorantgeusyinetermnseriosie Lamnaverts 
No. 82 of the 7th February, that the Japanese mission left 'Tehr th Mai 
first of all to pay a visit to Resht and Enzeli and then to leave Persia vid Irak, 
understood from Mr, Nuida that he intended to proceed via Palestine to Constantinople 
aud Bgypt and thence homeward 
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regret that T have little information to report of the work done by. the mission or 
the views formed by them. Mr. Nuida was no more communicative than my previous 
experience of his race had led me to expect. He informed me that he had no authority 
to negotiate with the Persian Goverament but only to study the situation and report to 
his Government, [asked him whether the question of a treaty between, Japan and 
Persia had been isoussed and he replied that the Persians kept “pushing it at!’ him; 
Japan, however, stood out, for the “ capitulatory” rights enjoyed by the great Christian 
Pevors and Persia would not grant them; a reason given for this refusal was that 
Persia had recently tmade treaties with China and Afghanistan without grauting such 
rights to those States: the Japanese had indiguantly retorted that a great Power like 
Tapan conld not be treated in the same way a5 Afghanistan. Apparently no mention 
was made of the example of Russia. 

Mr. Noida was very anxions to leam the attitude of the Persian Government 
towards the capitulatory rights enjoyed by the -uropean Powers, and my views as 
Tepards the necessity of maintaining those rights. I informed him that the Persian 
Gorsrnment had of late given evidence of « natural desire to be rid of this deroga 
fon from the eval sovereign rights of a State, that this tendency had been always 
Vauiated, and that, in my opinion, it. would be necessary to continue (fo resist it as long 
Te Pornian lawy and justice, or the lack of them, remained as they were. I did not know 
hothor His Majesty's Government would be prepared to consider a modification of 
those rights in the event of a radical change in this respect. 

Mi Nuida thought that tho Persian Government might send a mission to Japan 
{and.a momber of his sta is reported to have said that they had undertaken to 40 eo 
aria these months), bit he eonld not tell me whether his Government were likely to 
Mirauo the matior of a treaty they must first study his report, Tn the meantime, he 
Pitted the justice of the Persian contention that, in the absence of treaty: granting 
special rights, Japanese interests in Persia must be subject to the local lave. 

Thave, &e. 
E. MONSON. 





[B 4181/255/34) No, 11, 


Mr. Ovey to Mr, MacDonald.—(Recvived May 12.) 
(No. 177, Secret.) 


Sir, Tehran, April 5, 1924. 
THIAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of Intelligence Summaries 
Nos. 12 and 13 for weeks ending the 22nd d 29th March respectively, compiled by 
‘the assistant military attaché to this Legation, 
Thave, &¢ 
ESMOND OVEY 


——— ae 


closure 1 in No. 131. 
(Secret,) A 

Intelligence Summary No. 12 for Week ending March 22, 1924. 
Gilan. 


Ti ip reported that the Russian consuls at nzeli and Resht have been ordered 
to forvaed to Tehran any material they can collect on the subject of the military 
operations in Gilan of Baratoy, Bicherakov, Dunsterforce ‘and Norperforce, and that 
duents are actively pursuing enquiries on these lines. = ie ; 

Fe ae act fovea soures usnally reliable states that, Minkin paid one Tardovski 
(atias Snltan Beg Shambal) an advance of 60 tomans with a pe ‘of a much larger 
‘sum if he stole from the British Minister any documents he had in his possession 
when he passed through Enzeli. As ‘Tardoyski took no action, Minkin demanded the 
Wivance back, and a quarrel ensued, resulting in the disclosure of the arrangement. 


Azerbaijan. 
9, No information received during the past week. 


Hamadan. 

3. A wire from Hamadan to Kazyin stated that republican ‘meetings were being 
organised there. On the 14th March the bazaars were closed, and telegrams were 
sent to the Majlis demanding a republic. 
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Isfahan . 


4, Tardov’s interpreter, Mirza Fazullah Khan, stated in conversation that 
Isfahan was in regular communication by courier with secret agents ia Bushire, 
Mohammerah, Shushter and Nasiriyeh. Their agent in Shushter was Naib Abdullah 
Khan, formerly in Isfahan 


Kazoin. 

5. On the 12th March the new Governor of Kazvin, Major Abdul Ali Khan, 
and the Persian Director of Telegraphs are reported to have received personal 
instructions from Reza Khan to organise republican meetings, At the first meeting, 
‘on the 14th March, about 1,000 were present. The mullahs maintain a neutral 
attitude on the question. 


Tehran. 


6. On the 14th March the Premier wrote offigially to the Majlis and asked them 
to proceed with the confirmation of the following immediately :— 


(a,) The Government budget for 1924-25 for 24,000,000 tomans expenses. 

(6) Grant of the North Persian concessions to the Sinclair Company and 
Bushire. 

(c.) Conscription. 


7. At the beginning of March Shumyatski arranged with Khudayar Khan, 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, to organise seoret opposition with the object of 
Preventing the Uland Company from obtaining any concessions in Persia. — 

About the 19th March General Prince Amanullah Mirza, Chief of the 

General Staff, contrary to expectations, returned to Tehran. ‘The belief among his 
staff had been that he was anti-Republican, and that in consequence Reza Khan had 
firstly ordered him to stay in Tsfaban till the arrival of the military stores, and later 
to return to Bushire to expedite them, in order to keep him out of the way. 

‘9, ‘The chief event during the past week has been the controversy as to whether 
Persia is to become a republicornot, ‘This has been fraught with a certain amount of 
public disturbance, ch various slight casualties have occurred, Tt was generally 
expected that the republic would be proclaimed on No Rouz,(the 21st March), although 
{ntormation from reliable sources points to the fact that the Prime Minister did not 


intend to bring the matter toa head for another two months, which period was to be 
spent in peace propaganda by the Republican party 


"Phere can be no doubt that the Prime Minister has been actively supporting the 

ubliean movement; whether from genuinely patriotic motives and’ a feeling that it 

would be best for the country, or whether from motives of personal aggrandisement 
and a hope of being hailed as first President, is not clear. 

Te wonld appear that the Prime Minister has been oyer-persuaded by various 
hot-headed members of Fetan-es-Sultanch’s committee, with the result that, he tried 
to force demonstrations in favour of a change. ‘This, together with the unfortunate 
‘Padayun-Mudarris incident (eee below) has resulted in crystallising the Opposition, 
hitherto almost silent, and the matter has now assumed a religious aspect. The 
mullahs actively oppose the republican movement, feeling no doubt that any change 
‘vould injure their power, Itremains to be seen what the next move on the part of the 
Prime Minister will be, as a deadlock has been reached, By his support. of the 
movement he has committed himself so far that he will find it difficult to maintain 
hhis position should the change not come about. THis task is made more difficult by the 
fact that a considerable part of the army, headed by General Jan Mohamed Khan, 
the officer commanding Aragh Infantry Brigade, has taken up a strong anti- 
republican attitude. 

he Russian attitude throughout has been that the Majlis is to be uphold in 
their wishes. Public opinion credits the British with active support of the republican 
inovement; the Russians therefore haye tended to support the Opposition, although 
hiding this under the guise of supporting the Majlis, By helping the Opposition they 
further see an opportunity of weakening Reza Khan, who they consider is the great 
stumbling-block to the furtherance of their designs in Persia. 

'A short chronological synopsis of events is given below :— 

10, March 14.—Reza Khan ordered the committee of Fetan-es-Sultanch to give 
their opinion as to what should be his own position on the formation of the republic, 

fire90) ee 
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suggesting that he should be President for five or seyen years. They recommended to 
him that after the inauguration of the republic by a coup d’ tat it could be replaced 
after an interval of only a month or so by means of a second cowp which would place 
Reza Khan on the throne. : 

Fetan-es-Sultaneh told Reza Khan that his committee did not consider Tehran 
opinion yet educated to the idea of a republic, and recommended an intensive 
campaign of preparation, c ae 

March 15.—Reza Khan through his agents began organising representative 
delegations from all classes to visit his house and present petitions for a change in the 
Constitution, On the same day delegations from all the Ministries and the 
munieipality visited: Reza Khan and presented: petitions of this nature to him 

rsonally. 
PemiMareh 16 and \G.—Zin-wl-Vaizin tried to hold republican meetings in the 
Mesjid-iShah, but the meetings were a failure through interruptions by 
representatives of the merchants. ' i 5 

March 16.—The mullahs sent an anti-republican appeal to be printed for 
distribution. Reza Khan heard of this and had all copies confiscated at the press. 

A preliminary discussion took place in the Majlis as to the action to be taken 
with regard to petitions for a republic. A committee was appointed to elect 
telegrams, &e,, received by the Majlis on the question and consider the action to be 
taken. 

‘March 17.—A bray occurred in the Majlis, and Tadayun, leader of the 
Reformists, struck Sayyid Hassan Mudarris in the face, As the latter is an 
important divine, ranking in popular opinion with the ulama, this action greatly 
incensed the Deputies and the population, and further led to a split in the Retormist 
party. 

: “An unsuccessful attempt was made to induce the merchants to close the bazaars 
in support of the republic. : 

March. 18.—the Armenian colony genta deputation to Reza Khan under 
Aleksian Khan, identifying themselves with the republican movement. Reza Khan 
niade a republican speech in reply, a y 

General Murtaza Khan, commanding Tehran Guards Brigade, and General Jan 
Muhammad, commanding Trak Brigade, visited Reza Khan, advised him to abandon 
his‘plan against the Shah's dynasty and received a rude rebuff from him, 

March 19,—A widely adyertised republican meeting, for which elaborate stands 
had been built outside the city by military working parties, took place, ‘The 
ittendanee was only about 300, Zia-ul-Vaizin and others spox against the Shah, 

‘he ‘kalebogt” (town major) with afew others, having heard that the 
republican agents could not get the merchants to close the bazaars, went down and 
threatened them with yiolence, ‘The merchants refused, and, on his threatening 
armed force, turned on his party, which had to take to flight. The commercial 
‘community was intensely indignant at this incident. 4 

Reza Khan is reported to have sent a demand to the President of the Majlis 
for their decision on the republican question by noon of the 20th March. ‘The sitting 
of the Majlis opened at 4 p.at, on the 19th, Before proceeding to business the 
Validity of the election of several members had to be established to form a quorum. 
Mudarris and his following pursued obstinate obstructive methods with each case, 
and as Tadayun's insult to Mudarris had led to a split in the Reformist party, the 
Reformists could not command a majority to defeat him. Many people entered the 
building who had no right tobe there. Proceedings degenerated to complete disorder, 
many of the Deputies leaving in disgust, ‘Towards midnight the town commandant 
with a detachment from the Nadiri Regiment went down to the Majlis to prevent 
Unauthorised persons entering (and, according to one report, with orders from Reza 
Khan to prevent Deputies leaving till the republican question was settled). ‘These 
soldiers refused to obey the orders of their commander, and allowed anti-republicans 
to enter, Numbers of people were in the Majlis all night, and no business could be 
done. a 

‘On the evening of the 19th March the Pehlevi Regiment was ordered to be ready 
ander arms. F 
rade rrrpifitmed reports state that on the night of the 19th March meetings were 
held by the Trak Brigade in which officers participated as well as soldiers. A 
Fesolition was passed that they would refuse to fight on behalf of the formation of a 
republic. * aN m 

March 20—Early in the morning reinforcements of cavalry and police were 
sent down to clear the Majlis and prevent people entering, but at 11 o'clock 1,500 of 
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the crowd outside, led by mullahs, attacked the guards, broke into the grounds, and 
surrounded the Majlis, shouting against the republic. 

An attempt was made to hold a sitting of the Majlis in the morning, 
tion was said to have been passed, by 52 votes to 24, on the lines that the Maj 
not the power to alter the Constitution without a referendum to the people, but owing 
to the disorder the validity of the sitting was questionable, The Majlis was 
adjourned till 4 o'clock on the 22nd March, 

__ The square outside the Majlis was cleared by police about 5 p.at., but the crowd 
within the grounds did not leave till 7:30 p.ar., when about 3,000, led by mullahs, came 
out and moved through the streets, tearing down the numerous ted flags and symbols, 

From this day the local clergy began an open campaign against the republic, 
under the leaders! ip of Khaliss Zadeh, who again reversed his position (see para’ 
staph 25 of last week's summary) and became the most active of the anti-republicans, 

_ March 21.—There was an anti-republican meeting under Khalissi Zadeh, at 
hich he said that the republican movement was being engi protégés of Reza 
Khan and backed by the agents of foreign Powers. Other speakers made direct and 
indirect allusions to English influence in this connection 

On the evening of the 21st. March, republican placards in the Nasiriyeh were 
torn down by a crowd led by mullahs, which then proceeded to demonstrate, and was 
eventually charged and dispersed by police. 

March 22—During the aftersioon and evening a large 
the Masjid-i-Shah and neighbourhood by Aga Jemal Mujtel 
tivo leading divines, to await events in the Majlis 
grown to 10,000 at 
republic, 

Tn the evening the mob again invaded the grounds of the Majlis, but all were 
anti-tepublican, ‘They were led by Khalissi Zadeh and other mullahs. It was 
impossible to hold a sitting, but Deputies made speeches in the grounds, ‘Reza Khan 
came down and was booed by parts of the crowd, He ordered the grounds to be 
cleared. An unsuccessful attempt to do this was made by soldiers of the Pel 
Regiment, resulting in several casualties, and others were injured in the crush 
oceasioned by panic. It was later reported that about sixty were treated in hospital 
for injuries received, Khalissi and several others were arfested, 

‘The President of the Majlis remonstrated with Reza Khan for ordering the 
crowd to be cleared by soldiery, and said that he liad beon chosen by the people, and 
had no right to turn on them ¢ he was afraid of being defeated. The release 
of those arrested was demanded, Reza Khan acquiesced, the mullahs were freed, and 
the President apologised to them on behalf of the Majlis, Reza Khan left at 10 p.m, 

Later there was a sitting of the Majlis, at which it was decided that the Consti- 

ion must be upheld, and there conld be no question of a republic. A proposal was 
that, as the people had proved their hatred of the Shah, he must be dethroned, as 
the Vallakd) and the youngos brother of Abniéd Shalt wade Shah inbtond,. “As 
he was a junior, a regent would have to be appointed, either Mustaufisul-Mamalek or 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh. “The Majlis was adjourned till the 26th March, but special 
commissions would sit in the interval to the solution of the republican 
question, 
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11, The attitude of the army is divided on the subject of the republic 
Cossack " elements for the most part support Reza Khan, whereas " gendarmerie 
elements oppose him. ‘The leader of the anti-republican party in the army is General 
Jan Muhammad Khan, the officer commanding Irak Ialcat ‘The mullahs are 
ted to be making strenuous efforts to underinine the loyalty of the troops to the 
War Minister. 

12. Information from one source, which, however, lacks confirmation from other 
quarters, states that His Majesty the Shah has telegraphed dismissing the present 
Cabinet. 

13. The Japanese mission, which arrived in ‘Tehran in December 1923. (s 
paragraph 17, Summary of Intelligence No. 49, dated the 8th December), left Tehran 
on the 16th March. ‘They proceeded to Resht for a short visit, and then will return 
to Japan vié Bagdad. Before leaving, they are reported to have said that a second 
tnission would shortly come to P 

14, Reference paragraph Summary No. 10, dated the 8th Maret 
Shumyatski left Tehran for Moscow on the 20th March, Okhtin, recently Russi 
consul at Kermanshab, is acting for him, Reliable information states that 
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Shumyatski’s real name is Andrei Tchervan, and that prior to the revolution he was 
a mechanio in the Volga works. 

15. Reference paragraph 7 of Summary No. 7, dated the 16th February, 1924, 
Mushaver-ul-Mamalek left ‘Tehran for Moscow on the 16th March to resume his post 


of Persian Minister. 
R. P. L. RANKING, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attaché. 
Tehran, March 22, 1924. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 131. 
Secret.) 
Intelligence Summary No. 18 for Week ending March 29, 1924. 
Gilan, 


‘A WELL-INFORMED traveller who has recently arrived from Baku states that 
during the past week, when the republican controversy was at its height in Tehran, 
five Russian warships were held in readiness at Baku to proceed to Enzeli to 
demonstrate in the event of the republic being declared 

2, On the 16th March a Russian political agent named Sardaryan (see Summary 
of Intelligence No.49 of the 8th December, 1923, paragraph 3) left Enzeli for Tehran. 
‘This individual, who is an Armenian musician by profession, has been working as a 
Russian agent in Enzeli and the vicinity for some time past. 

8. Anti-republican’ movements have begun in Resht and Enzeli under the 
leadership of some of the local clergy, who, like their Tehran confréres, fear that a 
republic will lead to a considerable diminution of their power. 


Azerbaijan, 

4, Reference Intelligence Summary No, 11, paragraph 5, Simko is reported still 
to be at Dirik-Kaleh, 12 miles north-west of Dilman, where he is in considerable 

ioulty for money. ‘Attempts have been made, no doubt instigated by the Persian 
‘authorities, to have him murdered, which have so far met with no success, 

5, ‘The personnel of the Russian consulate at Tabriz is as follow 


M, Slavotski : Consul. 

Mine. Slayotski: Typist. 

Arrit: Vice-consul, Works at intelligence and propaganda. 
Gregoreviteh : Intelligence and propaganda. 

Pottishin and Nave Clerks. 

Bagherzadeh ; Persian cl 


6. The chief of police of Tabriz has issued an order prohibiting political 
demonstrations from parading the streets, and meetings are now fewer than 
formerly, 

7, The Persian garrison of Maku has been réinforced by 140 men of the 3rd 
Infantry, and further stores of ammunition have been forwarded from Salmas. 


Shiras, 

8, Two of the Persian aoroplanes, which recently, arrived at Boshi (oe 
Summary of Intelligence No. 0 of the Oth February, 1924, paragraph 18), safely 
completed theit ight to Shiraz, When leaving Shiraz for Isfahan, both crashed 
immediately on leaving the ground; the pilots were uninjured, but it was found 
impossible vo repair the machines at Shiraz. ‘They are being dismantled, repacked 
And sent from Shiraz to Tehran by road. ‘The Chief of the Staff attributes the 
accidents to the bad landing-ground at Shiraz, and to the ignorance of the pilots of 
the special conditions obtaining in Persia; the remaining machines are to fly direct 
from Bushire to Isfahan in order to avoid the bad ground at Shiraz; the Bushire- 
Shitaz road is too bad to.allow of the machines being brought up by road. 


Kum. 

. Naini and Isfahani, two of the ulama whose deportation from Irak in 1023 
raised such a storm of anti-Britich propaganda in Persia. (sce Thteligeyes Suminary 
No_ 97 of the 8th July, 1923, paragraph 6), left Kum for Irak on the 28th Maren 


Tehran. 


13. With effect from the 26th March, troops in Tehran have been confined to 
barracks. 

14, On the 26th March, Reza Khan went to Kum to bid farewell to Naini and 
Isfahani on their return to Trak (see paragraph 9 of this summary), returning to 
Tehran on the 27th March. Naini is reported to have promised Reza Khan to 
summon Mudarris to Kum with the object of trying to persuade him to lessen his 
oP sition to Reza Khan on the subject of the republic, Dradacria went to Kum on 
the 27th March, returning late on the 28th, The attitude of Naini and Isfahani 
towards the republic is doubtful, 

15, Shahzadeh Muhammad Hussein Mirza, the Chief of Staff of the 8rd 
(Isfahan) Division (see Summary No. 11 of the 15th March, 1924, paragraph 16), is 
now in Tehran, : 

16. On the 14th March, Gregory Michailovitch Lokhtionov, late Russian consul 
at Ardebil (see Intelligence Summary No. 2 of the 12th January, 1924 (para- 
graph 19), returned to Tehran from Moscow. He is to be the representative of the 
Moscow ‘Tcheka in Tehran, 

17. When Shumyatski left Tehran on the 20th March he was accompanied by 
Romanski, the representative of the Third International in Persia, 

18, With reference to aph Lf of last week's summary, it is reported in 
the Russian Legation that Shumyat II return to Tehran ina month's time, ‘His 
Visit to Moscow is stated to be in connection with the Russo-Persian ‘Trade 
Agreement. 

R. P. L. RANKING, Captain, 


Assist M A 
Tehran, March 29, 1994, lane stary A staeht} 





[1B 9748/455/24) No. 182. 


Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonala.—(Received April 29.) 


(No. 179. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 7, 1924, 

I HAVE the honour, with reference to my despatch No, 169 of the tat'Apsil, to 
enclose translation of a proclamation ismed by the Prime Minister on the morning of 
that date, Tt will be seen that the gist of this announcement is that the question 
of introducing a republican régime should coase fo be discussed by the Persian people. 
According to a source generally considered reliable there is reason to believe that, in 
spite of this statement, the Prime Minister has issued instructions to the commanders 
of the various military districts to proceed with force against the heads of the anti- 
republican movement’ while retaining reserve in their language in regard. to the 
desirability of introducing a republican régime, It is evident that the Primo Miniater 
hhas boen in a state of considerable indecision during the past week with regard to the 
best. metliod of proceeding to enforce his plans. At one time T learnt that he had 
the intention of proceeding to the holy cities in Mesopotamia, leaving affairs in the 
hands of his chief of staff, Amanullah Mirza, He appears to have been dissuaded 
from the idea of going abroad, and to-day it is understood that he has officially 
communicated his resiguation to Parliament and informed the Houso that the chief of 
staff would remain in charge of all matters concerning the army. 
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For some days past he bas openly declared that he is tired of carrying on in the 
exacting cieometenkes and that he is unable to work with either the Shab or the 
Prince egent. 

He left this morning for his village near Demavend, where he will presumably 
swatch developments with a view to returning when he considers the situation more 
suituble for the furtherance of his plans. 

Thave, &e. 
ESMOND OVEY. 


Enclosure in No. 1 


Prime Minister's Proclamation. 


(Dranslation.) 
Compatriots, 

KALTHOUGH experionce has shown that the Government of @ country must not 
oppose public opinion, and. the present Government, in accordance with that precept. 
his refrained from restrainiug the sentimonts of the people which have appeared on all 
fides, yot, ov the other hand, as my sole aim nnd personal idea from the very, first 
jus been’ and still is, the safeguarding and care of the greatness of Islam and the 
independence of Persia, together with a complete respect for the welfare of the cow 
tind -people—-and whosoever was hostile to that policy was reckoned as an enemy of his 
country and was forcibly restrained—so T um resolved also in the future to pursue this 
policy. 

Seeing, however, that, publi opinion is divided and people's thoughts are confused, 
and that it is possible that such mental agitation may have results entirely contrat 
what I have in mind in so far ax ord ity and the strengthening of the principles 
Of Government are concerned, and since from the very first both T and, indeed, the 
whole of the army have considered the care and preservation of the glory of Islam as 
One of the greatest of our duties and objectives, and have always striven that Islam 
might advance daily in the path of progress ancl exaltation, aud that the h 
to sanctity might, be completely observed and respected, therefore at tl 
wont to Kum to bid farewell to the wlama, I took the opportunity of exchanging views 
With them, and finally we decided that, it was expedient to proclaim to the 
people that tho question of the republic be dropped and in liou thereof the people 
sould atrive with all their might to get rid of the obstacles which are in the way of 
tho improvement and progress of the country, keeping in view the sacred idea of 
strengthening the principles of religion and upholding the intogrity of the country ant 
the tational Government, ‘That is the objective for which the people should now help 
and assist me, 

T therofore counsel all patriots and the supporters of this s 
fiom demanding a republic and to unite with me in striving to attain that 
we are all agreed 


(Brom “Sitareb Tran” of April 1, 1924.) 


eal to desist 
‘on which 


nister anc Commander-in-chief 
of the Forces : 
REZA. 





[1B 3809/617/34) No. 138. 
: Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald. —(Received May 1.) 


Ng 117.) 
"Pelegeaphic.) 
iW spite of determined efforts of Pri 
interested in the matter, the passage of Sin i. 


sul uncertain, particule a Majlis fear ig plan is to rush throug! 


"Aimetican loan aud thus become independent of them. , 

"At the same timo there is evidently hitch in loan negotiations now being conducted 
by representative of Blair group, as American adviser tins approached me practically 
taking me tot to oppose proposal that loan should be secured on Anglo-Persian oil 
revenues, Phun is with American loay (De, Milspaughs tentative. syegestion at 8 per 
teats to pay off 7 per ent, debt of 750,001. to Imperial Bank of Persia and devote 
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remainder to general improvements, including agricultural developments and construc: 
tion of telegraphs, He contemplates no special provision for repayment of floating debt 
to Great Britain, whatever reduction is made in London in ‘otal claims. 

Adviser wishes to continue conversations regarding this one-sided proposal, 0 
please telegraph instructions, 

‘There is further rumour that loan will be secured on customs. Representative of 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company leaves Tehran on Friday. 





[E 3809/617/34) No, 184 


Mr, MacDonald to Mr, Ovey (Tehran). 
No, 78.) 
‘Telegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, May 2, 1924. 
‘YOUR telegram No. 117 of 80th April: American loan negotiations. 
You should inform American adviser that, pending settlement of Persia's floating 
debt to His Majesty's Government, they cannot. acquiesce in alienation of Persia's 
available securities, such as customs and oil royalties. 





[1B 4037/617/34) No. 188. 


List of Floating Advances, in Round Migurea, from His Majesty» Government to the 
Persian Government atcaiting Payment or Better Regulation. 





Tatorost at 7 por cont. to 


Principal March 1922, 


Leal Currenoy. | Sterling. 


Adv: et {romans (5 = 21). 
! ml 490,000 
‘| © 4091000 
First instalment of loan of 2,000,000, | 131,000 
ust 1919 


‘Advances in loeal eurrency— 
Advauices on account of Fars. 84,000 17,000 
Monthly advances, August 1918-| 9 180,000 | 818,000 
October 1920. | | 

(F) Cossack “advances, Avgust 1919-] 160,000 0,000 
May 1020, 


Principal . | 550,000 


Interest to vs} : 
‘Add interestto March 1924 (say) | 500,000 


10,000 


time as the abu 
‘sithough they do not fall into the sume 


for arms supplied after £ 
peed a aum00 
(fly Miltary mission a 1s) 








Grand total (including interest). 





Principal only. 

£ 
(A) (not contested) «. +, 490,000 
Floating advances (B)-(I) 


+ -9,499,200 
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Memorandum. 
‘The following is’ brief description of the various items in the above list -— 


(A) These advances were made as follows :— 
e) 
TE a 140,000 
IIE) cco : 200,000. 
L013 See 100,000 
1914... 50,000 


490,000 


‘hese advances were made through tho Imperial Bank of Persia, and were 
ropayablo out of any large Joan nogotiated by Persia, or from the surplus revennes of 
the Persian Gulf ports by half-yearly instalments of 250,000 tomaris (say, 50,0002.) each, 
commoncitig on tho Ist July, 1915.” The opium revenues and spirit excise of the south 
Gv assigned as additional security. Interest at 7 per cent. per annum, amounting to 
34,3001, per annum, is being paid monthily out of the customs revenues, but no repayment 
of the principal sum has been made. 

(3)-—-For political reasons this advance was called a “moratorium,” but it was i 
reality a fresh advance of 30,0000, a month, shared in equal moieties by Great Britain 
and Russia, ‘The British moiety of 15,000. began in November 1915, and continued 
WML 1917. ‘This is a woll-documented, publicly accepted, aud thoroughly valid claim. 
Repayment rests on a phrase in the agreement that the Persian Government and the 
Tinperial Bank of ersia will arrango for eventual liquidation, ‘The British half of 
these advances is secured on the receipts of the southern customs. No arraugeinent 
has been inade yet botweon the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Persian Government 
for the liquidation of these advances, nor has any step beon taken by His Majesty's 
Govornment to instruct the Lnperial Bank to negotiate an arrangement for repayment 
with the Persian Government, 

(6) First instalment of the sterling loan of 1919. This instalment was authorised 
in August 1919 by the Persian Minister of Finance to pay off an immediately prov 
‘advance by His Majesty's Legation of 400,000 ton 1471, 11s. 64,) to the Persian 
Goverment for urgent requirements. ‘There is no record of this advance having ever 
heon brought into the Persian public accounts. Itseems probable that only a triumvirate 
within the Cabinet knew of these transactions at the time. ‘The enforcement of this 
Yobt is thereforo viewed by the Persians with extreme disfavour: 

(1p) Advances granted to secure the restoration of the important southern province 
of Fars, ‘The advances were to bo repaid “from revenues of Fars as soon as that is 
possiblo, or from any subsidy oF other financial assistance His Majesty's Government 
Tiny minke to the Persian Governiivent in the future, oF from other sources.” Various 
Applications baye been mado 0 the Porsian Government for repayment from tino to 
tive, but 0 repayment has been made. ‘The Persian Government do not deny 
Hiability for rather loss than half of these advances, but raise difficulties about the rest. 

(i2)— Monthly advances of 250,000 tomans (say, 80,0001.) in Augast and September 
1918" and. 350,000 tomans (say, 116,000.) monthly thereafter. ‘The stipulations “ss to 
Yepaymont aro the sume ts in the case of the “oratorium’” advances (item (B)), 
MMe ecourities aro the sonthern customs revenues, but no rate of interest or plan of 
repayinent as ao fa bean arranged! tween the Persian Government and the Innperial 
Teak of Persia, This is a well-documented, publicly accepted aud thoroughly valid 
debt; but the Porsians urge very strongly that the advances were made to enable the 
Persian Government to carry out British policy in Persia, and that repayment should 
therefore not be insisted on, 

(It)—Until August 1919, when the Anglo-Persian Agreement was concluded, 
payments were being mado to the Persian Governmont at the rate of 100,000 tomans 
Teay 38,0002.) a month for the upkeep of the Persian Cossack Brigade, which was the 
daly forco ai the disposal of the Persian Government for the maintenance of order in 
thecountry. From tbat date until May 1920 the payments were continued, but the 
Pesan Government, were informed that they would, as from August 1919, be 
considered as advances repayable out of the loan of 2,000,000! which His Majesty's 
Government ind proposed tinder the agreement to make to the Persian Government. 
Mie agreemont did not, however, come into operation, the loan was ever made, and in 
any easo the Persians apply to these advances the same considerations as they urge in 
respect of item (1). 
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(G)—ts for arms and other military supplies handed over to the Persian Govern- 
ment af their request by the War Office after the war, when Persia was confronted with 
the possibility of a Bolshevik invasion of her northern provinees, and when the British 
troops in Persia were about to be withdrawn. Receipts which the Persian Govern- 
ment are prepared fo accept 98 valid exist only in respect of a small portion of the 
supplies. 

(H.) Represents the pay and allowances of the British military mission, which 
was set-up in accordance with the terms of the abortive Anglo-Persian Agreement of 
‘August 1019. The Persians recognise their liability under this head. 

(1) —Is a similar claitn for the expenses of a naval mission sent to Persin shortly 
after the signature of the agreement, at the personal request of the then Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


[All the floating advances appearing under the categories () to (IF) were shared in 
equal moieties by the Imperial and Indian exchequers, and any repayment by, the 
Persians Government on that account vill be subject to division accordingly. The claim 
for arms (item (G)) is not shared by the Government of India, and is 4 purely Imperial 
claim. litary mission) is shared by the Government of India, who have, 
i Share of the responsibility for item (I) (naval mission), 

the list of claims that the total indebtedness of the Persian 
Government, i at 7 per cent, amounts to approximately 4,549,001. 
‘Apart from the added claim for interest, the amount involved is 3,409,000. 

Tt should be explained, however, that the above figures are approximate, in 
the fact that the exchange rate between Persian and English currency is subj 
fluctuation, and the figures are based on the rate of 5 tomans = IL 

It will be seen that the advances were made. in varying circumstances and under 
different conditions, The item (A) is not, in dispute. ‘The other items have been 
Fepeatedly discussed in detail with the Persian Governmont, who deny liability for the 
Whole of certain items and for parts of others, and, where they admit Tability, 
Tepresent strongly that the advances were mace in order to put the Persian Govern: 
Thunt into position to carry out the policy devised by His Majesty's Government for 
their own pmrposes. ‘The only result of the discussion so far is that tho Porsian 
Government offer a total payment equivalent to about 1,038,000. in discharge of all 
the items enumerated except item (E), ‘They have made no offer in respect of 
ftom (B), but, while not denying their liability for it, urge with special forco in this 
rete that thormoney was advanced to secure the ends of British policy and should 
properly be treated as a subsidy given for that purpose. 

Tn his memorandum of the 2nd April Sir P, Loraine, His Majesty's Minister av 
‘Tehran, strongly urges the desirability of making @ substantial abatement from the 
total of the British claim, in order-to convince Persia of the goodwill of His Majesty's 
Government, and incidentally ax offering the best prospect of getting tho repayment of 
anything at all, ‘The Foreign Offico wish to endorse this proposal. There are 
i Heaticas that, failing some amicable arrangement on. these Tines, the Persians will 
Torinulate a claim for damages sustained as the result of British operations and British 
rol y during and immediately after the war, and will press euch 
claim through the An Tinancial Adviser. If this step were taken, it is feared 
thata prolonged and vexatious discussion would ensue over the Persian countorelaiin 
and that in the end E vs Government would fail to secure the repayment of 
any portion of the advances now under discussion. 

My all the circumstances it is suggested that an arrangement might be made on 
the following lines 


(q) His Majesty's Government should reduce the most substantial itom of tt 
Claim, namely, item (B), from its present figure to 1,000,004; and, an 
‘condition that this is accepted by the Persians, 

(b,) His Majesty's Government, should on. their part accept the Persian offer of 
1,088,000L in respect of the remaining items, 


rangement were made on these lines the result, would be a single acknow- 
Jedged liability of 2,088,000. In viow of tho probability of further discussion with 
te Persians Gf such an offer is made to then it is considered that His Majesty's 
{iiuister should have authority to reduce the total of the British claim in respect of all 
the items enumerated above to 1,500,0001,, if he is convinced that there is no prospect 
of getting a settlement accepted at any higher figure, 
[11690] y 
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Sir P. Loraine has represented very strongly that, whatever sum the Persians 
might admit, it would be impracticable to expect payment from them for a fow years 
tocome. It is suggested, therefore, that any arrangement made should take the shapo 
of a formal and binding agreement to pay interest and sinking fund, at the combined 
rate of 7 per cent.,on the sum eventually ogreed upon as the total liabil 
period of twenty, years as from the 1st January, 1928, and that the debt should be 
Secured on the customs receipts of Kermanshah, Fars, and the ports of the Persian 
Gulf and Seistan, 

‘Any such arrangement would haye to be subject to the concurrence of the 
Government of India, who have a half-interest in all the items concerned except (3) 
and (I), which are the alfair of His Majesty's Government alone. 























Foreign Office, May 8, 1 





No. 186. 
Mr. Ovey to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received May 9.) 
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eign Affairs, and even 
ere 


quires when your considered views may be 
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No. 187. 


Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Ovey (Teliran).. 
(No. 79.) 
(elegraphie,) Foreign Off 
FOUR tologram No, 118 of Oth May : Finances. 
Persian proposals brought, hom P, Lorain 
sympathetically as possible, but o 








e May 14, 1924. 





S 
jiderable delay in. an 
inevitable, and it is undesirable to give any forecast which 
to charge of having misled Persian Government, 

Tf Persian Government: really imply that we are obstructive, they have completely 
failed to appreciate at their true worth Sir P, Loraine’s efforts ou their behalf and their 
reception here, 


being exat 
at final deci 


























No, 138. 


Mr, Ovey to Mr, MacDonald.—(Received May 15.) 


0, 120. 
io.) Tehran, May 15, 1924. 


{logan 
ALY telegram No, 117, . Sie 

Parliamentary. commission for report on Sinclair Consolidated Oil Bill) now formed. 
United States Minister thinks it will pass with proviso for loan, Russians, with whom 
l Prime Minister is scoking a perhaps innocent rapprochement, are reported to be in 
i favour of it, but opinions hee 9 neacly divided thet Legution could probably postpone, 

‘and possibly prevent, ratification by mere influence of enquiry. Such result might, 

however, weaken Prime Minister's position. 

Tf Bill ratified, question of loan will arise in acute form. 

United States’ Minister expresses full appreciation of views in first, paragraph of ny 
telegram No, 118, and asks my views unoficially on suggestion for aottloment, whiel 
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would amount to (1) oil concession for Sinclair Consolidated, (2) priority of security for 
Persian indebtedness to us and (8) joint Anglo-American loan, 

Whole question turns on extent to which His Majesty's Government are 
disinterested in cil concession going to Americans. 

If I remain entirely neutral and Bill is ratified, above settlement would seem to 
form best possible basis of co-operation between England, Persia and America, although 
in the absence of special conditions by His Majesty's Government it would probably 
facilitate American rail and road concessions also. 

Please telegraph instructions. 





[ 3741/968/34] No, 139. 
Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Ovey (Tehran). 
(No. 246.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, 1924. 


I HAVE reosived Mr, Monson’s despatch No, 166/of the 26th March, relative to 
the payment of municipal taxes by British subjects in Persia, 

2, The Persian Government's note of the 19th March, of which « translation was 
enclosed in Mr. Monson’s despatch, is by no means satisfactory, and it appears necessary 
to continue, as in the past, to resist the payment of these taxes by British subjects in 
0 far as their recognition would violate the capitulatory régime in forco in Persin, 

3, [ request, therefore, that you will sond a reply to the Persian Government, if 
porsible in concett with your Belgian, French, United States and Italian colleagues, 
Thaintaining the attitude adopted in the collective note of the 14th June, 1922, of which 
{copy was enclosed in Sir P:Lorain's despatch No, 250 of tho 16th June, 1922 

am, &e. 
J, RAMSAY MacDONALD. 











[1B 8780/3780/34) No, 140, 
Mr. MacDonald to Mr. Ovey (Teliran). 
(No. 249.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, 1924, 
I HAVE received Mr. Monson's despatch No, 152 of the 24th March, relative to, 
the new regulations issued by the Persian Government regarding tho residence, of 
nore in Persia, I approve the terms of the reply addressed to tho Persian 
Freee eront on the 29nd Kebruary, and T request you to inform the Persian Goyern- 
mont that His Majesty's Government must insist on the exemption of British subjects 
from the seope of these regulations. 












Tam, &o, 
J. RAMSAY MacDONALD. 





[1B 4282/44/94) No. 141. 


Mr, MacDonald to Mr. Ovey (Lehran). 


(Telegraphic.) Poreign Ofice, May 19, 1924. 
YOUR telegram No. 120 of 15th May: Northern oil concession, 
‘Action reported in Mr, Monson’s telegram No. 91 of 14th March is, tho limit: 
beyond which tre are not prepared to go in support of Anglo-Persian Oil Company's 


claim. 
‘You should remain neutral and avoid pursuing matter with United States M 


asa joint Anglo-American loan does not appear desirable at present, 


(No. 81.) 













ns certain that Sinclair, deeply involved in notorious oil scandals 
be able to provide the required Joan, 








in the United States, 








é 
‘ 
; 
‘ 
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[IE 5166/255/34) No, 142, 


Mr, Ovey to Mr. MacDonald. (Received June 14.) 
(ale 192, Secret.) 
ir, Teliran, April 15, 1924. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of Intelligence Summer 
No, 14 for the week ending the 5th April, which has been compiled by His Majesty's 
assistant military attaché at this Legation, 
Thave, &o, 
ESMOND OVEY. 


Enelogure in No. 142.. 
(Secret,) 
Tntelligence Summary No. 14 for Week ending April 5, 1924, 
Gilan, 

WITH reference to paragraph 13 of Intelligence Summary No, 12, dated the 22nd 
March, 1924, the Japanese Mission arrived in Resht on the 17th March, During their 
stay they called on lis ‘Majesty's vice-consul, and showed considerable interest in the 
sill industry in Gilan, 

2, At a reception held by the Governor on Nauroz (the 21st March) an inspection 
of the troops was made by the Officer Commanding Northern Brigade; 600 infantry, 
120 cavalry, 7 machine guns, and 2 field guns were on parade, The turn ont of the 
men and the marching are stated by His Majesty's vice-consul to have been excellent, 

8, Wvidence from a number of sources proves that throughout Gilan all the 
agitation in favour of a republic was carried on at the instance of, and under the 
auipervision of, the military authorities 

4. A branch of the Russo-Porsian Bank has been opened in Resht; the manager is 
Anastasia, and a number of the employees of the Russian Banque d’Escompte arv on 
the staff 

5, A report from a roliable source states that on the 28rd March an officer of the 
Russian fleet, named Lieutenant Denisoy, arrived at Resht from Balu, leaving for 
Astarabad on the 24th March. ‘There he is to meet the Russian consul, Minski, to 
receive a special report about Mazanderan, On receipt of the report he is to return 
to Baku, 

6, On the 21st March two organisers of workmen's committees arrived at Evzeli 


from Baku, ‘These are Schpenzer [#] and Monatsakanov, The former is a German 
by birth. 


Astarabad, 


7, The Astarabud—Meshed road was closed for about two weeks at the beginning 
of March owing to bands of Turkoman robbers, ‘These were subsequently dispersed by 
the military and the road opened. ‘ 


Azerbaijan, 

8. His Majesty's vico-consul reports that the majority of people in Azerbaijan were 
opposed to the idea of a republic in Persia, and that the agitation in its favour had 
been purely artificial, Even among the military there was considerable dissension. 


Tehran. 


9, On the 29th March Reza Khan sent o cireular telegram in clear in the following 
terms, to all General Officers Commanding, Officers Commanding and Governors: "Al 
work in favour of a republic must be put « stop to until receipt of further orders from 
me, You must ensure that the mutter is not discussed further.” 

10, Reference paragraph 14 of Inst week's summary, on the evening of the 
81st Murch Rez Khan issued a proclamation in which be stated that, in consultation 
with the mullahs of Kum, he had decided that the question of a republic in Porsia 
must be given up us it might cause disorder, He called on the people to unite to 
sworkk for the good of Persia, 

11, In spite of th proclamation by Reza Khan, a number of newspapers continue 
to publish republican propaganda, Tt is not clear nt, present whether the scheme has 
been perinanently dropped by the Republican party or whether it is @ case of reculer 
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pour mieux sauter. Although the agitation for the republic was largely artificial, the 
seeds of the idea have been sown, and it will probably come up again, 

12. On the 4th April Reza Khan sent away his family to their relations, It is 
probable that owing to the failure of the republican movement he contemplates 
resigning, 

13. Information from a souree hitherto found reliable states that during the past 
week Khalissi Zadeh has received the sum of 1,000 tomans from thy Shah's Court to 
carry on anti-republican propaganda. 

14, On the evening of the 8rd April an unsuccessful attempt was made on the life 
of Khalissi Zadeh, the well-known divine who has been heading the anti-republican 
agitation, 

15, With reference to paragraph 8 of last week's summary, a Persian offieer who 
arrived in Tehran from Shiraz states that the aeroplanes which were supplied by the 
French are old machines, 

16, On the 5th April twenty-four extra chauffeurs wore sent to Tsfahan to proceed 
to Bushire to meet a consignment of German lorries which are arriving for the Persian 
Government. ‘These lorries will bring up the remains of the aeroplanes to Tehran, 

17. On tho Sed Apal by Reza Khai’s ordore the namo of the # Abmedi” iuantry 
regiment, which is the Shab’ special regiment, was changed to “Rezapur.” 


R. P. L, RANKING, Captain, 


British Legati Assistant Military Attaché, 


Tehran, April 5, 1924. 





[E 4642/263/34) No. 143. 


Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald —(Received May 27.) 
(No. 196.) 
Sir, Pehran, April 10, 1924 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's consul-general at Bushire reporting an interview with the Sheikh of 
Mebarinera 

Tn view of the assurances given to this Legation by Serdar Sepah as regards his 
future attitude to Sheikh Khazal, and the fact that tho Persian Government has dono 
nothing since then which is not in conformity with thos assurances, there do. not, 
appear at present to be any special grounds for the sheikh's nervousness, which in 
presumably to be attributed, in part at least, to the prospective departure of 
Colonel revor—an old aequaintanee and friend. 

As regards the proposed appointment of a Deputy Governor to Abadan, the idow 
emanated not from the Persian Government, but from the Acting Minister of Interior, 
who, when he learnt from an informal discussion with one of his colleagues in tho 
Cabinet—a former Governor of Arabistan—of the special position enjoyed by the 
sheikh in connection with Abadao, immediately abandoned the idea, 

A copy of this despatch has been communicated to His Majesty's conaul-genoral 
at Bushire and to the Govermnent of India, 

Thave, &e, 
ESMOND OV 


Enclosure 1 in No, 143. 


Tieutenant-Colonel Trevor to Mr. Ovey. 


RLM, " Lawrence,” at Sea, 
March V1, 1934, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of a letter which 
T have addressed to the Government of India on the subject of an interview which 
T had with the Sheikh of Mohammerah on the 7th instant, 

His Excellency is very seriously perturbed at the line the Persian Government are 
taking, and fears that they mean to take every possible step to undermine his authority 
and reduce his position of local autonomy, He is anxions to know what assistance the 
British Government will give him, or what they will do to give effect to the assurances 
given to him in November 1914? 



















160 





T am not, of course, in a position to say if anything can be done, vis-a-vis the 
Persian Government, to support the sheikh, but, so long as his Excellency fulfils all 
his obligations in regard to the payment of revenue, preservation of order and good 
government of Arabistan, I trust that, in view of the friendly attitude he adopted and 
the assistance he rendered us during the war and since, we shall be able to do 
something tangible to help him to retain his position of local autonomy. 

Tf we cannot do this,and the sheikh is gradually reduced to a mere tribal head 
under a Persian Governor (which, I fancy, is the object of the Prime Minister), this 
will have a most deplorable effect locally, and will confirm the khans and tribes in the 
viow, which has already got many adherents, that it does not pay to be friendly with 








the British. 


T have, &c, 

A. P. TREVOR, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf aud His Majesty's 
Consul-General for Pars, &. 
























Enclosure 2 in No. 143 





Tieutenant-Colonel Trevor to the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India. 





(Confidential.) RIMS, “ Lavorenee, 
Sir, March 10, 1924. 


nent of India, 


T HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Govern 
1 took the 


that, on the occasion of my visit to Mohammerah on the 7th March, 1 
opportunity to pay a farewell visit to the Sheikh of Mobammerah. 

T found Sheikh Khazal ina deprossed state of mind, His Excellency had recently 
recoived a telegram from the general officer commanding t in whose 
district Khuzistan is now included, stating that he intended shortly to pay Mohammerah 

isit, his hind rovived the sheikh’s apprehensions, and he seized the opportunity to 
pour out to me all his troubles and to restate, in great detail, all his fears of the 
intentions of the Persian Government. 

His Bxeellency hegan by reminding me that 1 was consul for Arabistan at the 
beginning of the war, and had seen all the difficulties and troubles he had gone through 
and the expenses he had incurred in protesting Abadan and Mohammerah from the 
orks, He added that, as I was aware, he had declined Government's offer to 
reimburse him for these, his wish being rather to secure the approval and protection 
of His: Majesty's Government than to put his services on a pecuniary basis. Ho went 
‘on to point out that, of the local officials who know his services personally, Sir Per 
Cox had left, Sir Percy Loraine was on the point of going and 1 would be leaving in 
about a month’s time; as the last remaining senior officer who was in the Gulf during 
the war, he begged mo to bring his case to the notice of Government before I left. 
‘He added that, at the beginning of the war, His neat» ernment lind, through 
Sir Perey Cox, renowod their assurances to him, and had promised, if he did his duiy 
by the Persian Government, to do their best to preserve for him the position of 
practical autonomy he then enjoyed. He stated that he had complied in every way 
with the wishes of the Persian’ Government, chiefly because we advised him that this 
was his best course; ho had agreed to the despatch of a small number of troops to 
‘Arabistan to protect tho Governor-General and enhance his power and prestige, though 
the country was in perfectly good order and troops were not actually reqnired ; he had 
paid arrears of revenue very much in excess of any sum ever mentioned previously ; 
and he had agreed to pay alarge sum annually as indirect revenue. Having done all 
this—ive., everything the Persian Government could: reasonably expect—would the 
British Government preserve him in his former autonomous position? 1 asked him if 
hho had reason to suppose that the Persian Government were not satisfied with what he 

Hed that, os Twas aware, ho had reeontly heard that the Persian 












































sheikh a visit, and said that, if the general officer conimanding only paid a friendly 
visit with a few men—anything up to 100, in fuct—he would not object to its 
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but if the general officer commanding came with considerable force, as he suspected 
he might do, what was he (Sheikh Khazal) to do? If the Persian forces made an 
unprovoked attack on him, what should he do: resist or submit? I replied that most 
of his questions were beyond my power to answer, but I knew ho could not. imagine 
that I would advise him to resist his own Government, so it was unnecessary for me to 
answer the last one; he had recently had the opporttnity of speaking about all. these 
matters to His Majesty's Minister, who was in a much better position than T was to 
explain matters to him. His Excellency replied that he had spoken to Sir Percy 
Loraine, and that the latter had given him advice, amd had, on his return, got the 
Prime Minister to write some assurances to him that the Persian Government had no 
designs against him; but he did not think that the Prime Minister was carrying out 
his promises, and he still feared his intentions. 

In reply to the shoikth’s diatribe, I informed him that I would bring what he had 
told me to the notice of the British Government, but that was all Lcould do, as I could 
not answer his questions on my own authority, 

‘There is no doubt that the sheikh is very seriously alarmed, and considers that 
the Persian Government contemplate some action against him, ‘This impression 
prevails amongst his entourage also, as Hajji Rais (ut-Tujjar), who has. been. his 
Excellency's adviser for years and whoso sagacity and political flair I consider 
unrivalled in these parts, is also of the opinion that the Persian Goy-rimont (or rather, 
of course, Serdar Sepa) is seeking an opportunity to reduce the sheikh's power, 

‘The sheikh considers that the hostile attitude of the Persian Government is due 
primarily to his being on friondly terms with the British ; I, personally, am of opinion 
that, while this is one of the causes of the hostility of ‘the Persian Government, tho 
principal is that Sordar Sepah desires to concentrate all the power in his own hands, 
and is jealous of semi-autonomous sheikhs and khans and desires to suppress them, 

Tmay add that my firm conviction (for what it is worth) is that tho Primo Minister 
does desire to reduce the power of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and, if possiblo, to 
reduce Arabistan to the level of an ordinary Persian provitice, and that, if he romaine 
in power, he will take every opportunity. of achieving his object, If this view is 
correct, it remains to be decided what aititude His Majesty's Government intond to 
adopt to give effect to their promise contained in the assurance of the 21st November, 
1914;—viz., that vis-d-vis the Persian Government we shall do our bost, to maintain the 
sheikh in his present stato of local autonomy—in the event of the Persian Government 
making serious efforts to undermine or overthrow the sheikh’s authority, in spite of the 
fact that his Excellency is fulfilling all his obligations to them, ‘The question «loponde 
on the interpretation of what “doing our best” consists, and I fear tho slicikh's idea 
of it is not likely to coincide with ours. But I fear he will be grievously disappointed 
if we can do no more than enter a protest and then stand aside and allow the Persian 

Joyerament to do what it desires, or perhaps oven advise the sheikli to acquiesce in 
measures in which he sees the beginning of the end, as far as his, autonomy. is 
concerned. In view of the sheikh’s steadfast friendship during the war, andthe 
assistance rendered to us thereby, I sincerely trust that it may be possible to tako a 
moro decided line, but of course it is a very dolicate thing to support a subject chief 
against his Government or to prevent tho said Government from'treating him as it 
likes, provided sufficiently plausible reasons are produced —and of course the Porsian 
Government will always produce plenty of these—for taking the particular steps 
contemplated. Further, of course I ain not in a position to say what we can or 
cannot do at Tehran. All 1 can say is that, if we stand by and watch the Persian 
Government taking one step after another to reduce the sheikh’s state of local 
autonomy, our attitude will have a deplorable effect locally, and the sheikh (with a 
certain ammount of reason, if we consider his point of view) will think himsolf badly 
left in the lurch. 

I have ventured to submit this report while on tour, when I have not access to 
records or to the various assurances given to the sheikh, because I shall be visiting all 
the Gulf ports and shall not return to headquarters until the 23rd, and consider the 
question an urgent one which requires an early decision. I beg to bo excused if this 
letter covers ground already covered or is not quite accurate anywhere, owing. to n 
having to rely on my memory, 























































































Thaye, &e. 
A. P, TREVOR, 
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[E 5167/26/24] 


Mr, Ovey to Mr. MacDonald.—(Receined June 14.) 


(No. 197, Secret.) 
in, Tehran, April 16, 192: 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a memorandum by the assi 





nt 


military attaché to this Legation, regarding @ conversation with the Minister for War 
on the’ Gth April. 


T have, &c. 
ESMOND OVEY. 


Enclosure in No. 144. 


Record of Interview with War Minister, April 6, 1924. 
(Becret.) 

THE interview opened with a conversation on the subject of the aeroplanes which 
havo teoontly arrived rom Eranceferthe Persian army: The War Minister stated that 
two of thesé had already been smashed; he attributed the avcident to the ignorance of 
the pilots to the special conditions of flying in Persia and to the fuct that the machines 
were not entirely suitable for flying in Persia, From the tone of his conversation T 

ined the impression that the War Minister fele that he hid been “done” by the 
onch over the sale of these machines, He said that he had ordered eight machines 
from Germany, which were shortly to be sent. to Persia through Russi 

‘The Wat Minister said that when he wished to buy more machines he hoped he 
would be permitted to purchase from the Royal Air Force at Basdad, as lie knew that 
he would get good machines which are suitable for use in Persia and that it would be 
easy to get spare parts. ‘The transaction would be on a strictly ensh basis. 

2, ‘The War Minister exprosied himselé ratistied with the progiess of the taking 
over of thy Sarhad by Persian troops, and with the operations against the burs. Ta 
heiluvees eles thelintjor tribes had bean ciearined, and tt only reauined to collect the 
‘ats from the smaller tribes, He proposed next to disarm the Kubgelu, which was to 
he done by a force acting from Shiraz; this he hoped to necomplish during the coming 
summer, 

3. With regard to the general situation, Rez Khan stated that though the 
republican movement had reesived a setback, a republic would come in time, and that 
ineiisures to prepare public opinion for it we taken, He wished that the 
change should come quietly ; for this reason he had forbidden the people of Persia to 

wuvsue the matter in the tice of the resistance offered by the clergy. ‘This resistance, 
ho know, was stin by the Russians with an eye to their own advantage, for (to use 
the War Minister’s own words) "a country in which there are no disturbances is of no 
use to the Russians,” 

Reza Klian syemed very mich depressed, and appeared disappointed with the way 
mt ters had gone recently, 
























































RP. L. RANKING. Captain, 
Acsistant Military Attaché, 


Tehran, April, 1924, 











[B 4644/4565 /34) No. 145 
Mr: Ovey to Mr. MacDonatd.—(Received May 27.) 
No, 199.) 
i, Tehran, April 18, 1924. 
THE sudden, resignation and departure of Serdar Sepah oo the 7th April 
uuidoubtedly caused considerable consternation amongst all classes in Tehran and the 
proviness. ‘The same evening an extraordinary secret session of the Majlis was held to 
consider the situation, and it was decided that each group of Deputies should elect and 
send representatives fo Serdar Sepah to enquire the reasovs of his action. 
Hardly had this plan been decided upon when the President of the Majlis informed 
the leading Deputies that a telegram had been received from the Shali to the eflect that 
Sordar Sepah was dismissed, and that the Majlis should inform His Majesty whom it 
fayoured as his suecosior, so that he might nominate a new President of the Council, 
This threw the Deputies into a renewed state of indecision, and they decided to 
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postpone action on their previous decision and to reassemble the following evening for 
further discussion. 

Ramazan, the month of fasting, had begun on the 6th April, and it had previous! 
been decided that during that month the Majlis should. hold its sittings three times & 
week in the evenings. ‘The Deputies therefore had all the following day for reflection, 

During that day telegrams arrived from all the anny commoners ia the province, 
some expressing regret at Serdar Sepah’s withdrawal and requesting the Majlis to 
bring him back, others, notably from the divisional commanders in east and west, holding 
the Majlis responsible for what had happened, and threatening to march on Tehran ab 
the head of their forces unless Serdar Sepah returned within forty-eight hours, Local 
disturbances were reported to have broken out in soveral provincial tovtns, bueaare were 
being closed and crowds were taking refuge in the telegraph offices demanding the 
return of Serdar Sepal, 

_ When the Deputies assembled in Parliament in the evening the situation was 
decidedly critical, and on the whole it is hardly surprising that they immediately 
accorded a vote of confidence to Serdar Sepah. Ninety-four out, of about a hundred 
soted in his favour, some six Deputies alone abstaining, from recording their votes, On 
the following day a deputation from the Majlis waited on Serdar Sepab, acquainted 
with the vote of confidence and asked him to return to ‘Tehran, 

‘The action vf the army commanders in the provinces was s0 spontaneous that the 
can be little doubt that it was part of a prearranged plan, ‘Thoevident joy with wl 
Reza Khan received the glad tidings ot the Majlis deputation and the almost, undue 
haste with which he complied with the invitation to return tend to bear out this idea, 
He told the deputation that.bis only desire was to carry out the wishes of the Majl 
and he returned to his country house in Shimran the sime evening after passing a few 
hours in ‘Tehran, 

On the 10th April a continual stream of ex-Ministers and Deputies visited him in 
Shimran, and in the evening he returned to his town residence. 

Although a few nowspay ed to extol the advantages of « republican 
régime in general, acti cd, and attention was directed rather towards 
the person of' the the general sentiment: being that, out of respect for 
Serdar Sepab's expressed wish, the republic would not be discussed, but Sultan Alimed 
Shah should be dethroned and replaced by another King, 

tis perfectly clear that Sordar Sepah andi his army offeors were tho prime movers 
in the republicatt agitation, and it cannot be supposed for one moment that they have 
permanently discarded their ideas. 

Tn addition to the factors sot forth in the enclosure to my despatch No. 169 of the 
Ist April, Serdar Sepuh attributes his failure largely to the active part taken by the 
Russian Legation, who distributed money through the son of Mehdi-al-Khalisst und 
thi republican leaders. ‘The crowd that invaded the precincts of the Majlis: on 
the 22nd March was under the leadership of Khalissi, jun,, and could not have been 
gathered without the expenditure of money, ‘The tone of the local Russian news-sheot 
has been consistently anti-republican, and the reports which Russian consuls have 
spread in the provinces have been of the same nature, 

Superficially it may not be evident why the Russians should oppose « republic, but 
the reason for their action is probibly to be found in their opposition to the person of 
Serdar Sepah and to a republic brought about by him, Such a republic would merely 
be a camouflage for a military dictatorship and not a republic brought about by the 
people themselves, 

‘Their interference and their aims became generally 
they defeated their own object and contributed to a cer 
confidence given to Serdar Sepab, 

‘A vote of confidence having been accorded to Serdar Sepah, it became necessary to 
communicate the fict to the Shali, who had no option but to approve it, while lamely 
tagitigitb Seplain sab Mis Sarl llega lamtiieg! Sordat) Gopat iad) only. th cho 
nature of the usual formality which is gone through whenever a fresh Parliament 
becomes officially open. 

On the 19th April Serdar Sepah introduced his Gubinet to the Majlis, ‘The only 
changes from, the former Ministers. were that, Mahmud Aga Khan, “Amis, Iktidas 
rephiced Khodayar Kiian at the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, and Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh, formerly UnderSecretary, becaine Acting Minister of Public Works. ‘The 
portfolio of Public Instruction was left vacant. 

‘Amir Iktidar is the ex-Governor of Isfahan, He was educated to be a mollab, but, 
haying tried the priestly profession and found it uncongenial, he decided to enter the 
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jown, with the result that 
in extent to the yote of 
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Jn the former Cossack Brigade, and he hos risen to the rank of general commanding 

ir Lashkar. A broad-minded, cultured and intelligent man, he has a 

long-standing friendship with Serdar Sepah, the latter once having been, itis said, his 

orderly, Whatever their former relations were, Amir Iktidar is credited with having 

# considerable influence over Serdar Sepab, and, in view of his education and intelligence, 
he will undoubtedly be an ast to the Cabinet. 

Serdar Sepah having presented his Ministers, briefly outlined his programme, but 
the disoussion of it was postponed until the next sitting, in onler that it might be 
printed and handed to each Deputy. 

‘The principal items of the programme were :— 


1, The strengthening of friendly relations with foreign Powers, 
2, The extension of the army and Conscription Bi 

8, The extension of educational establishments, 

4, The ratification of the North Oil Bill. 

5, The construction of railways and roads. 

6, Acrial postal service. 

7, Publio wireless, 


When the programme was introduced to the Majlis on the 15th April, Sayyid 
Hassan Mudarris criticised it on yeneral grounds, that. it was not sufliciently de 

and omitted many important measures, His criticism was moderate, but another 
Deputy, Hactizadeh, attacked it hotly and bitterly. He singled out the proposal to 
extend the wrmy, and said that the army needed. to lo purged rather than to be 
enlarged, and that the money designed for that purpose would be better spent in 
spreading education, s0 that better educated divisional commanders might acquire 


livelion sense of their duty to the State, and not send threatening telegrams of the kind 

Which bad been Intely received. Tt was clear to him that the army belonged to one 

man and not to the State; why therefore should the latter contribute to its upkeep ? 

These remarks caused the President of the House to intervene with the remark that 

the honourable member must desist: from such Iannguage, as 

motion to interpellate tho Government, and it was ot of order. 
i 


had put forward no 


Huerizadeh's sentiments are, however, shared by many of his colleagues, even 
‘among those who joined in the vote of confidence, and many of them wish an example 
to be made of these officors in command, whose telegeams concerning Serdar Sepah’s 
resignation wore particularly threatening. 

Tho other projects put forward in the programme all received, in a more normal 
manner, their share of erit 

Eventually the programme was adopted by 82 votes out of 104, which show « 
slight reduction as compared with the numbers who gave the original vote of confidence 
in Sordar Sopah, 

Serdar Sepah has undoubtedly triumphed. His too early insistence on a change of 
régime and the unfortunate coincidence of the abolition of thy Caliphate in Turkey 
nearly upsot his plans. After days of indecision he hit upon the plan of retiring in 
disgust with a view to returning as the one strong esseutial man, He has heen entirely 
successful for the moment, Opinion gonerally is in agreement that he is relatively head 
and shoulders over his nearest competitors ; that the comparative absence of chaos 
Persia is due to his personality ones that wore he to ge chaos would reign agai 
The actual state of order aud security throughout the country is very striking to a 
newcomer, It is, however, very uncertain whether the Prime Minister will be able to 
‘overcome the internal dissensions of his followers, the inability of a pucked Majlis to 
“stay bought” and the feactionany poioy of the clergy. The mujority of the pres 
Majlis vas’ presumed to bot the Prime Minister's beck and call, "Recant event have, 
however, ayain demonstrated the inherent instability of the Persian mind and the 
extreme elasticity of the Persian conscience. 

“The Gove jority, now again in Reza Khan's favour, is by no means stable, 
composed as it is of meinbers of different factions, with no real settled policy aud with 
no outstanding personality to weld them into a homogeneous whole. It is quite possible 
that the debate on the army budget may show a hardening of the Opposition, and in 
no way does it appear that Serdar Sepal is going to have an easy time, nor that this 
fi Majlis is going to be any more tractable than its predecessor, 

Thave, &. 
ESMOND OVEY. 
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Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 204. Secret.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 19, 1924. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of intelligence eummary 
No. 15, for week ending the 12th April, compiled by the assistant military attaché to 
this Legation, 

Thave, &o, 
ESMOND OVEY. 
ee 


Enolosnre in No, 146, 
(Geeret.) 


Intelligence Summary (No. 15) for Week ending April 12, 1924, 
Gilan, 


His Majesty's vice-consul at 

Enzeli are i rality opposed 

are afraid to state their feelings 

8 not wish a republic, because they fear that trade, 

already bad, will be injured by the change; the feelings of ‘the more ignorant 


people are being worked on by the priests, wiio adopt the lino that a republio is contrary 
to the tenots of Islam, 


Astarabad. 


2, The controversy about the republic appears to be having bad effect on the 
‘Turkomans of the Astarabad district, who, thinking that the attention of the military 
may be engaged elsewhere, aro raiding more than they have been recently, 

8, Refereice paragraph 5 of intelligence summary No. 10, dated the 8th March, 
1924, Information, from a source believed to be reliable, atates that during the month 
of January a Russian agent, named Fakios, came from Krasnovodsk aud toured among 
the Turkoman tribes, promising them Russian aid should they act against the Porsian 
Government, ‘Turkoman raids have increased, and, as a result, the posta of Persian 
troops have been withdrawn frown the vicinity of Gumesh Tepe, 

4: Two Turks have recently arrived at Gumesh Tepe, where they are engaged in 
pan-Turanian propaganda, These are probably. of Hajji Sami’s party, which loft 
Mtcohod in November 1920 (Gee paragraph 20 Of intelligence summary No, 49, dated 
the 8th December, 1923) 


Azerbaijan. 


Nothing of importance has been received from this provinee during the past 
week. 


Tehran. 


6, On the 6th April the Grown Prines sent: to Motamin-ul-Mulk, the President of 
the Majlis, « telegram which had been received from His Imperial Majesty the Shah, 
saying that, as Reza Khan had openly betrayed the Government and the peoplo, he 
was dismissed from his post of Premier, and that new candidates for the post were to 
be nominated, in accordance with the wishes of the Majlis aud the people. ‘This 
telegram was read to the Majlis on the 7th April. 

7. With reference to paragraph 12 of last week's intelligence summary, on the 
morning of the 7th April, Motamin-ul-Mulk delivered to the Majlis a lotter from, 
Reza Khan, couched in the following terms: “In view of my extreme weariness, 1 am 
going to Rudehind for a rest, and from to-day I give up all the responsibilities of 
Government. ‘The command of the troops devolves on the General Staff” A similar 
letter was read out to sonior officers at the War Ministry by General Prince Amanullah 
Mirza, the Chief of the General Staff On the morning of this day Reza Khun loft 
‘Tehran for his estates at Rudehind, a village about 35 iiles east of ‘Tehran, 

8. On the evening of the 8th April the President of the Majlis read out the 
following telegram received from the General Officor Commanding the Western 
(Hamdan) Division: “Unless, in the course of tho next forty-eight hours, you 
reinstate Reza Kban as Premier, and make such arrangements us he desires, I shall 
withdraw my troops from Luristan.”” ‘The General Officer Commanding the Southern 
(Isfahan) Division telegraphed, stating that, were Reza Khan not reinstated, he would 
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‘march on Tehran, Similar telegrams were received from Resht, Meshed and other 
places; these all caused considerable consternation in the Majlis, 
9, At a sitting of the Majlis held on the 8h April a vote was taken on the 
following points:— 
(a,) That the presence of Reza Khan is necessary for the safety of Persia. 
.) That Reza Khan has not been unfaithful to the monarchy. 


Asa result of thi 
more than seventy votes. 

10, On the morning of the 9th March a deputation of twelve members of the 
Majlis proceeded to Rudehind to acquaint Reza Khan with the result of the voting and 
ask him to return to ‘Tehran, On the evening of the same day he returned to his 
country house at Saadabad, a few miles from Tebran, and is now employed in forming 
his new Cabinet, 

11, During the afternoon of the 11th April Reza Khan, in company with 
Mustauli-ul-Mamalek, visited the Crown Prince. A reconciliation between et Khan 
and the Crown Prince ensued, and the latter sent a telegram to His Imperial Majesty 
the Shah advising him to confirm Reza Khan's appointment as Premier, a telegram 
having previously been sent by the leader of the Majlis saying that, as a vote of 
confidence in Reza Khan had been given by the Majlis, it was not possible to choose a 
new Prime Minister, 

12, ‘The general attitude of the newspapers during the past week has been that of 
supporting Reza Khan and agreeing with the conduct of the various divisional 
commanders in sending telegrams of protest to the Majlis, 

18, It is reliably stated that the vote of confidence in Reza Khan has caused a 
bad impression in the Rnssian Legation, The reason given for this is that the Russians 
desire to see disturbances in Persia in order that they may have an excuse to cancel the 
Russo-Persian Treaty, and fear that the further accession to power of Reza Khan will 
effectively prevent any such disturbances. 

14, Reforonce paragraph 13 of last week's intelligence summary, Khalissi Zadeh is 
continuing his anti-republican propaganda by making speeches daily in the Magjid-t 
Shab, He is known to have had meotings with members of the Russian Legation 
throughout the republic controversy. 

15. The local. press has been publishing a number of articles in which 
stated that the Russians have been carrying on anti-republican propaganda, 
tho 5th April Oxhti 
the Persian Gove 


a vote of confidence in Reza Khan was passed by a majority of 




































thas been 
On 
the Russian Chargé dAffaires, forwarded a formal complaint to 
t demanding that these articles should coase, aud saying that 
tho internal airs of Persia. 

16. Reference paragraph 26 of intelligence summary No, 14 of the 8th April, 1922, 
Captain Jedlicka, tlie American military attaché, left Tehran to return to Amorica on 
the 9th April, He is not being relieve oy ongledher American olioee, 

17, Two individuals named David G. Upson und F. Master, a F rived at 
‘Tehran from Isfahan on the 8th April, having arrived at Shiraz from India on the 
28th February, Upson is the delegate to Angora of the ‘Caliphate Committee” of 
India, and désoribes himself as the special correspondent of the following newspapers: 
“ Bnglishman” (Caloutta), “ Ceylon Times” (Colombo) and “Daily Express” (Madras). 
While in, Shiraz ho had several meotings with the editors of tii Nationalist 
press, which has always been distinguished for its anti-British attitude; in Isfahan he 
is stated to have been on friendly torms with the Russian consul, He is a Mahometan, 
having been converted from Christianity ; he is very deaf, and carries on most of his 
conversations by means of signs through Master, who acts as his interpreter. 


Tsfahan. 


18, Reference paragraph 28 of intelligence summary No. 11, dated the 1th March, 
1924, Wassmuss and his wife passed through Abadeh en route to Shiraz on the 
24th March. 






at 
Russia had in no way interfered wit 
































‘Transcaucasia. 

19. Inforination from a source believed to be reliable states that while Shumyatski 
was in Baku a special meoting of the Baku Propaganda Section was held, at which the 
subject of Persia was gone into very fully. At this mosting Shumyataki stated that « 
number of parties in the Majlis are against a republic, and that it is possible that 
Attornpta to forin a republic will lad to the dosing of the Majlis and the establishment 
of a dictatorship. 
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20, Reference paragraph 1 of intelligen: y Ni 
1924, Trotski stopped Hi ath Apnl on 





bi 7, dated the 16th February, 
: Tiffis on the 12th April on his return journey to Moscow. 
The Russian press bulletin publishes a speech made by him while there, of which the 
substance is given in Appendix (B).* . 


R. P. L. RANKING, Captain, 
Assistant Military Attaché, 














[E 4649/3364/34) 
Mr. Ovey to Mr, MacDonald—(Received May 21.) 


No. 147. 





(No. 218.) 


Sir, 
















general 
the 









ing such in the present financial situation ; electoral methods 
n electoral system to « farce; and, inextricably mixed up with 
any attemps fo introduce reforms or ineto out justien, tho eloying tuflienes of the 
cle 







in spite of all this a sympathetic obs 
cheerful and hardly concealed cocrupti 
of the official progran 





er may perhaps detect, amid the welter of 
and the mirazes of the unadulterated verbosity 
nes, some sinall sign than au ideal of progress is slowly for 
‘The example ‘Turkish Stato is at hand for those to read who will 
tuot that the coincidence of the abolition of the Khalifate with the plans.of the 
Sepah to introduce his republic put back the clock for Persia is purely for 
he mullahs by harping on the anti-religious tendency of the first’ Mahommedan 
republic succeeded by the violence of the apprehensions they aroused in the minds of 
the fuithful in postp ning the experiment in Persia for the (ine being. 

Further factors may arise to delay it; the intrigues of the have-nots of oflico may 
make the Prime Minister's position precarious or even bring about his fall, Reza Khan 
himself may hesitate too long to put the question to a test, No longer in the firsb 
flush of a meteoric career, rich in power and money, the origin of some of which may be 
difficult to defend before a hostile assembly, hie seems to have lost that quick surety of 
























touch which marked the earlier pliases of his purely military career, and he now 
4ppears—a Hannibal turned Cunetator-—temporarily at least to pref 


0 fool his way 
ians instead of 





‘anid the shoals of ‘hostile 
acting with vi 

Hr elAeiny la bits of in pctemsery (nite) i) eatiofn)sepubieyanihelid wow 
engaged, under the guise of receiving a yearly report of the work done, in consulting 
his military commanders in the capital, presumably with a view to co-ordinating a plan 
for the future, 

What form his next step will take is a matter ‘of mere conjecture. ‘There seem to 
be two cartain factors, the one that he has not abandoned bis plan, and tho sesond that 
the introduction ‘of a republic when and if it comes will introduce no millennium, 
Without a strong central ouosman Government there would appear to be no inherent 

wuility ina republican régime that would tend to diminish the dangers arising from 
Bierce arliand white letus of se motte elbegin piece Ge 
alleviate the lot of the inarticulate and therefore uncomplaining peasantry. 
Thave, &, 
ESMOND OYEY. 


fluences, disloyal friends and envious pol 











































* Not printed 
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Finance Department. 
Enclosure in No. 147. 





The next feature to be recorded is the effort of the Finance Ministry, with the 
support of the United States advisers in the capital, to obtain a greater hold on the 
revenue and to increase it, A more business-like spirit and inculcation of honesty and 
zeal has been evident to all, first under Hajji Tzz-ul-Mamalok, then under Haji Ratn-ul- 
Mull; yet no-one better than the senior departmental officers realise the uphill task 
which they have before them in this provines, and, on their frank adni the 
progress made is far from satisfactory. Not only are portions of the provines in 
derelict condition, unable to prodiice crops or revenue, but the weonomi siuntion beg 


been unfavourable to landowners and taxpayers, so that in many easea the Inttor have 
thrown it on the Administration to take th 


h 1 c he Goverument tithe from produce in kind in 
distant districts, Vested interests, like those of the clerieal leaders and their supporters, 
use their influencs to escape taxation, and when, in the winter of 1923, the Adminutration 
decided, in the interest, of sanitation in Shiraz and to minimise fraud on tho oxcieo 
branch through the distilling of raw spirits in private houses of the Jewish quarter, to 
Timiv all distilling to, one building outside the town, the clerical leaders, supported  b 
, demanded the suppression of this distillery, in the name of the Islamic 
prokibiton on the drinking of fermented liquors. (This, thou 
ea 


Consul Chick to Mr. Ovey. 
(No, 28.) 
Sir, Shiraz, Mareh 15, 1924. 

BEFORE proceeding on leave, I have the honour to submit the following general 
Toport on the situation in this Province of Fars covering the period since my despatch 
No, 41 of the 22nd May, 1928, was written, and as a serial to that despatch and my 
‘No. 8 of the Sist January, 1922, 

Tam happy to record that « review of these eleven months can be written entirely 
from the detached outlook of an observer of an interesting: stage in the development 
of the province under the changing condition of affairs in Persia; the consulate, after 
having been foreed into the wings and among the machinery of the theatre in 
the anarchy of several years before the war, on to the stage itself during the 
va and ‘the military control of the South Persia Rifles, now occupies a box among the 
audience, 

































gh not a few of the 
eae ual grades of the population of Shirax, aro notor sly 
uy 


the United States advise 








Security and “ Amnich” Department. 











is ( on the payment of all receipts into 
the Tinperial Bank of Persia by the various provingial dooreunente haa beens sound 
reform, So also has been the fixing of budget limits on the telegrams aout, by depatt= 
ments (except the military), ‘The fying inspection by Colonel MaeCormack and. his 
Persian colleagues from ‘Te November, was all to the good, Tho Administration 
is now building largo wa in the Artillery Square, 60 that all crude opium 
brought in from the districts may be refined under its direct control, instead of of the 
premises of traders as heretofore, and also to increase the tobuoco excise.” Var 
small sources of excise have been consolidated, and che “Nawakil” dues on all p 
animals transporting merchandise from Bushire to Isfidian have been applied with 
rester striotonas to all animals owned by. inhabitants of the urban are of Shi 
nder the direct pressure of the Ministry of Winaneo in ‘Tehran, the Kashgai ehie! 
Souleted-Douleh, has been compelled to pay an instalment of 40,000 tomans (8,001, 
towards the 130,000 tomans (26,0001) at which the Finanoo. Ministry hna compromi " 
Some 800,000 tomans claimed ay arrears of revenue of the Kushgai tribes, Sinilarly, 
during Colonel MacCormack’s visit, the other groat magute of Fars, Kuwam-ul-Mull, 
effected a settlement of the dispute he hud with the Government over taxes, payable 
for the past two yeats on a sliding scale, with a reduction for the expenses of collect 
the military expedition to Dashti, in January 1924, enabled the revenue agents. to 
collect, from that district, 23,000 tomans (4,601), the equivalent of two years’ 
Tend tax being scoopted to cover much Tanger. ‘arrears; and the taxation of 
the villages of Borazjun district has been removed from the control and farm of the 
ae zabit, assumed by the revenue agents direct and raised to 11,000. tomans 
(2,2001.), 
But, even with these efforts, the land revenue collected in the first cloven months 
of the year, the 22nd March, 1923-24, has been far below the scheduled standard of 
798,000 tomans (159,6001.), ‘Th 8 for the past three years haye boon 


More especially for one who has experienced the turmoil of former years, it is 

gratilying to testify that the détente of the early part of 1923 has been converted into a 

tranquillity the like of which his not been seen sinco the end of Nasr-ud-Din Shab 
reign. 

Erie ou cee toes ea femme ey el liga ae ag leMare ratetul for 

the security now enjoyed, and travellers arid caravans along the main road from the sea 

to the capital are spared the apprehensions and risks with which any journey was 

undertaken, All oredit is therefore duo to the Persian military fores in Fars, and 

to the new“ Amnieh,” or road-guard service, for the part they have playe ng 

their prosence felt in severul parts of the province and in intimidating bands of highway 

robbers. Certainly the knowledge that the reins of government in the capital aro 

in stronger hands than for many years past, and that behind the comparatively small 

force in this large province thero exist considerable bodies of troops in Isfuban: and 

Tehran available for service, with detachments working at the re-establishment. of the 

authority of government, in all other provinces, has materially aided the task of both 

military and ¢ivil authorities in Bars, and had its salutary effect on turbulent tribestuen 

and bandits, Perhaps the most, appreciable and evident ‘benefit must. be attributed: to 

the“ Amnieh” road-guard service, which, under an energetic and conscientious 

‘Yavar Malikzadeh—has suppressed the outstanding evil on the Bushire-Shiraz road— 

““rahdari”” or blickroail under arms by the local riflemen supposed to, protect caravans, 

and by local chieftains, who drew’ therefrom a large income, to which they have 

tenaciously clung. ‘This “rahdari” had. practically ceased by the end of 1923, and all 

that remains to be enidicated are tribute in kind’ from muléteors and camelmen in the 

| shape of small quantities of tea and sugar, and a tendency to ereate monopolies of the 

ale of fodder at the various stagos for the benefit of local headimen, or, indeed, the 

“Amnich” Department itself, Posts of four to five uniformed men are now established 

‘ry 4 to § miles from Bushire to Isfahan, and regulations issued repudiating responsi- 
























































































































Dilly for the los of merchandise uf halting places other than these poss. Stil mare ae 1033-24 
encouraging to merchants, both Persian én ritish, has been the paca through the (11 maths), 
xg Tanto administration of the value of a quantity of goods robbed during 1921-23 Dialer havens Toma 
‘on the Bushire-Isfwhan road, by fines imposed on vill near the site of robberies, or he yew ‘3 221,000. 


by deduction from the pay of cond-guards responsible for guarding the partioular Arrears from previous years 113,000 
svctions of the road, For many years past no recaveries of compensation for highway 

Febliry bud lien obtainnble from the focal authorities of ‘Fars, and hundreds of laime 
‘went to swell the general list in the British Legation at Tehran carried forward to the 
debit of the Persian Government, ‘The admission of responsibility. by the “ Amnich” 
servies for recovery of goods robbed or payment of compensation is of value to trade, 
thid the abtual payment Of eompelieation wil ibis oped, tflactice aaxtiranco companies 













‘The Indirect Taxation (and Exel 











1922-98, 





Tomins. ‘Tonaus, 















a ual is mftue a Exeiso % 85 875 65,804 
in Qrent Rriteity at leastito rediice the rates! oP ingurancé"in’inland Perain, As far-an Excise i , 
eee CR sect ae cE lata pare vere wcayorstin onion ant Sr ace aad ne 
conipensation paid through the consulate to the oxtent of 1,988 tomans (2601) in the ee) i ee 282 
case of six other robberies, ‘own a a o> 12,705 
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‘The expenditure and remittances ascertained were as follows : 





o2s-24 
TERRES (11 months). 
TTomans. ‘Tomans. 
Land Revenue Departiient, salaries and ex- 
penses of collection ... 56,036 


Indirect ‘Taxation Department, silaries, &: 
and remittances... 3 
“Nawakil,” salaries, &c., und remittances | — 
Provincial Civil Administration, salaries and 
expenses... - hy +. 220,867 
Provision for army (supplied direct by Tehran 
in 1923-24) ti 
Remittances to Mi 















ny of Finance, Teh 118,401 





Heonomic Considerations. 

A study of the economic situation and needs of Fars is being separate! 
‘and in this despatch only brief comment is made as regards the year 1923-24, 
situation of trade in Shiraz aud otler towns has been i gly unhealthy during 
the past months, Speculation in the boom, which so soon cracked 1 1919-20, not only 
reduced the.small capital of most Persian traders in Fars to the lowest dimensions, and 
in some cases rendered them practically insolvent, but the fall in prices landed them in 
heavy loss on the stocks they still hold. Sales still proceed at a loss on a generall 
filling market, and to keep themselves afloat they give further onters, only to sell 
again ata loss. Ready money has been uncommon in dealings and paper eominitments 
unreliable, and paid at long date, For the 6 ine months of 1923 heavy dealings 
in opium, at extremely high prices, while relieving the pressure on landowners and 
beneliting peasant cultivators, ultimately plunged the eating dexlors. into, serious 
embarrassment, because the Far Eastern market refused to pay the high price of 
1922-28 und lef the Shirazi merchants with large quantities of chests still unsold, 
Following this there has been « reckless sowing of opium in the Tate autumn of 1928 
tonn unprecedented extent, owing to the hope of cultivators and landowners throughout 
the province to obtain once more the high local prices of 1922-23. If the crop is as 
large as oxpected the holders of chests of the 1923 crop must be faced with losses 
which will further shake credit in Shiraz, Incidentally, the opium operations of 1928, 
in the drawings in rupees for financing purchase, haye adversely affected the sterling 
exchange. With the bazanr so lifeless for months together, and business in cottons 
and sugar 80 unprosperous, there is considerable pessimism among traders as to the 
future ; indeed, some observers apprehend chat if restriction of the trado is enforced in 
the Far Bust by the League of Nations @ crash will follow in the bazaars of Shiraz and 
other plices in Persia, Local politicians are preaching the encouragement of exports 
and economic development by the Government. Some trials are being made by a 
handful of landowners of Ainerican and Trak cotton-seed, ‘The rainfall of the winter of 
1928-24 was exceptionally heavy and fayourahle to agriculture, 



































































Governors-General and various Bvents in Shiraz, 

When the period under survey opened at the end of May 1928 Prince Sarim-ed- 
Dowleh was Governor-General, having held the post since December 1922, and the 
counting of votes for the elections to the fifth Majlis was almost complete. ‘There can 
be little doubt that, from beginning to end votes were not only bought and sold from 
peasantry brought in for tle purpose, but that many of those in tie ballot-box (for the 
election went on for a month or two) were changed for others according to the panel 
chosen for election first by tie Governor-General and later by the military administration. 
‘Tho number of candidates rau into several hundreds, ‘The outlying districts voted 
chiefly according to the “returning officers,” for the peasantry took no interest in the 
proceedings. afortunataly for the Governor-General, he quirrelled in June with the 
military comménder over a change in the panel of official nominees desired by the latter, 
‘and certain diseppointed elements in Shiraz took the extreme step on the Ist July of 
pouring petrol into the bullot-box, putting to flight the “returning officers” by a 
discharge of firearms, and then going into sanctuary (** bast”) at the Persian telegraph 
office with their supporters @s a demonstration against. the Governor-General, 
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Sarin-ed-Dowleh accused the military command of having connived at these disonlerly 
proceedings, and Brigadier-Gencral Fazlulla Khan Zaili, with an ambition to succeed 
{0 a military governorship in Fars, added fuel to the fire by demanding the use of the 
Governor-General’s quarters in the Government House for military requirements and 
the removal of Sarim-ed-Dowleh to another courtyard, Without waiting to resign, 
the Prince left Shiraz in a temper for his home at Isfahan on the 14th July. 

Meanwhile the elections were suspended, the object of one section of the 
“Democrats” being to force a new election. 

On the 13th August M. Tompakov, the Russian Soviet consul in Shiraz, closed the 
consulate and returned to Tehran. During his year's residence in Shiraz he had been 
active in Communist propaganda among the more extreme politicians, newspaper writers 
and a limited circle of acquaintances; he had also held several large gatherings to 
celebrate anniversaries of the Soviet, at which lengthy speeches explanatory of the 
internal and external policy of the Soviet were made; but presumably the absence of 
any Russian subjects in Shiraz and of direct Russian interests made it unprofitable for 
the Soviet Government to maintaii a representative for the time, ax the arvhives havo 
been sealed and handet to the custody of the Provincial Governmont. 

Early in August his Highness Nosret-ed-Dowleh, G.C.M.G,, eldest son of Prince 
Farman Farma, was appointed Governors rived in’ Shi From all 
Points of iw his term of ofce was a 
Phe working of the provincial 
régime of the opium-sino 
favour by ultracdi 






































Nostet- 
ia, is a 





nance and interfere 
from Tehran, of a special commission of enquiry into the bun 
directed to the completion of the elections for Shira 
of Fars. In the result it can hardly be said that the fo 

of the voice of the people 






x of the bullot-box, wero 
id then in the outlying districts 
won Deputies sont to the fifth 
or travelled and enlightened men, 
u five seats for Shiraz town and district were all turbaned folk with a 
jcalupbringing. ‘Tho two great magnates of Fars, Soulet-od-Dowleh and Kuwam-ule 
Mulk, each from identical motives of noutralising in ‘Tehran the, latent hostility and 
influence of the other, while ax representatives of the nation protecting themselves from 

sure by the Central Government, had themselves elected for district and tribal 

cies ow appear to have repented of the intentions to proceed to ‘Tehran 
and to have resigned in favour of the runners-up, ‘Tho two Deputies for Dashtistan 
and Bushire obtained their election by intimidation on the part of local agents, and are 
dangerous firebrands and intriguers, "Indeed, eight of the fourteen Deputies for Rats 
and the Gulf ports are mon with a bad Anglophobe record and members of oxtromist 
Deinoorat or “ Nationalist ” party, 

Another step taken by Nostet-ed-Dowleh ls been to increase the: number of 
districts with sub-Governors directly reporting and responsible to the Govern r-Genoral, 
and this has tended to extend the influence of the provincial Administration, At tho 
end of 1928 the Governmentof Behbehanand the Kubgilu, for thirteen years an appanage 
of the Bakhtiari, was replaced 1nder Fars lack of communications, between Shitwz and 
Behbehan, however, gives the Provincial Goveroment difficulty in establising eontuct, 

Except for Ahmadi, which is under Bushire, all the former powerful chiottaius alon 
the Bushire-Shirwz road have lost influence aud been harried by the authorities of Bars 
during the year. 

is Highness, elected both for Kermanshah and for Tehran, decided in March 1924 
to relinquish his post and,take his seat in the Majlis, ‘Though bis expenditure has been 
greatly th excess of the 1,000 tomas (800), the present emoluments ofthe postion, 
18 understood that the uext appointment will be on a much lower scale, and it is difficult 
to imagine how the Governor-General will be able to keep up'the position and necessary. 
influence without makin money by underliand and illicit means, 

[11690] 


















































































re 











































Military Affairs. 


Turning to military administration, the force in Fars and the Gulf ports has been 
inoreased, chiely by reeruits ent froin Kerman, to about 2,000 officers and men, by now 
fairly well drilled, though not altogether well-found in uniform and accoutrements. 
This figure does not cover the detachiwent in Behbehan and the Kubgilu, which has 
been organised by the Divisional Command in Isfahan, and may total some 
300 effectives, By Match 1924 the force in Shiraz had dwindled to « ration strength 
of 404 subordinate officers and men and some 80 officers, owing to the rest being absent 
on expeditionary work. Military activities in Fars have been as follows — 


1, Iu the spring of 1923 a force from Isfahan penetrated to the north-west 
boundary off the provines, ocoupied the district of Simirun and the summer 
quarters of some of the Kashgai and the Kubgilu; with the exception of 
Sonie 200 men left in the Kuhgilu the rest were subsequently withdraws, 
‘after hostages had been taken and heavy fines levied from the principal 
district chiels. i 

2, Tn June the chieftain of Humaijan, Mir Abbas, was summoned to destroy the 
forts, and subsequently arrested in Shiraz | On the refusal of his sons to 
obey, a force of 350 men with guns was sent out from Shiraz in July ; they 
were resisted, and Tost twenty-seven killed and wounded before breaches were 
made’ by gunfire iu the strong chain of forts, and the rebels fled. ‘The force 
then proceeded to superintend the destruction of towers of the Dushm 
ziari, Jawi, Rustam, in the Mamasanni cow nd of Kashkuli toy 
in the neighbourhood of Humaijan, and took drastic steps azuinst the chie 
by imprisonment, fines and looting of villages, which brought about a marked 
roturn to security in that Inwless region, Mir Mazkur and other sons of 
Mir Abbas, haviny taken to the hills as outlaws, defied a cavalry detach- 
ment and local levies seut to round them up, plundered caravans, and from 
Noyember to March again established themselves in some of the Humajjan 
forte, despite the military post in the vicinity. Moreover, their father, 
taken out in December by the intervention of a mullah and "democrat 
Tender to induce his sons to surrender, escaped from his guads, owing 
erhaps to connivance of the party, and rejoined the rest of the band, 
Their ruthless treatment of caravans belonging to their enemies by March 
1924 anade w certain aren 50 tuiles from Shiraz somewhat unsale. ‘The 
brigadier-general found it impracticable and too costly to take active 
meisures against Imam Kuli Khan, chief of the Rustam clan of Mamasanni, 
who hadiso stoutly withstood a force in 1922, and decided to treat with him 
for voluntary subinissi 

8, In October 1939. the arrival neat Shiraz of Soulet-cd-Dowleh on the tribal 


itary tow leh 
has remained that of the “velvet glove,” and’ the “sted! hand” has not 
been disclosed, But, notwithstandiny the countenance given him in his 
action against the: Anglo-Persiany Oil Company (Limited) in September and 
the actual support in his candidature for the Majlis at Jahrum in 
Novetber, there aro signs thit he is unessy at the ultimate intentions of 
the Central Government towards him. He was called upon to pay arrears 
of revente amounting to 300,000 tomans, and thought it advisable to make 
no difficulty bout: compromising fir the payment of 130,000 by instal- 
ments and full revenue for the current: year; and it is understood that the 
Central Government are making enquiries as to the validity of the grants 
on which he holds—some say illegally—the large domains from which be 
draws his wealth, If so, he may before long illustrate in his person the 
justice of the second part of a rhyme in Turkish current among his own 
hgais, as he has hitherto that of the first part : “Geujin war milkin ne 
Tare, geujin yok milkin ne lar ©” (when you have power, whav’a the 
good of having property (you can take whose you like); when you have no 
power, what's the ood of property), 
4, Towards his rival Kawamul-Atulk tho military attitude has been stiffer, ‘To 
+ reassure the Minister of War of his good faith and obedience to control he 
voluntarily surrendered in July the old ‘Turkish mountain aud field-guns lent 
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tohis late father in 1916 by the British Government for the purpose of quelling 
the insurrection at Shiraz ; and he further entered his eldest boy in the 
But in July the expeditionary detachment harried his tenants in 
wi without paying any respect to his feelings ; and in the latter 
part of September, on his going’ to Isfahan to meet the Minister of War 
and express his readiness to obey any commands. Serdar Sepal indicated 
that he would prefer Kawam-ul-Mulk to reside at Tehran, and quit Fars, 
Kawam-ul-Mulk undoubtedly contemplates the likelihood of the Central 
Goverument depriving him of his hereditary government of’ Basten Fars, 
and of the Khamseh tribes as well; and froin Octobor to December 1928 he 
was projecting a tour in Europe to escape from his difficulties, but this 
was cancelled by the Ministry of Finance ordering him to Eastern Fars to 
recover revene, 
5, In November a detachment of some 500 men with two guns and four machine 
guns was sent to the large district of Dashti lying betweon the first const 
Fango and the wn, whieh hed not paid revenue reglasy, it at all, for some 
twelve years, and has fallen into great disorder. ‘The detachment met with 
no oppisition from the local chieftains and remained collecting revenue, 
which was finally compromised at the scheduled rate for two years (some 
23,000 tomans) till the middle of January when they returned to Burazjun, 
leaving at Khurmyj, the chief village, a garrison of some 150 soldiers which 
subsequently had to be withdrawn, 
6, Early in February 1924 the chief of the Persian General Staff, Brigadi 
General Amanullah Mirza, returned from Europe vill Shiraz bringing. 
him to Bashiro several aeroplanes, Citroen cars and war material, which it 
has hitherto been impossible to bring up-conntry owing to weight and the 
impracticability of the road for mechanical and wheeled transport, Up to 
the date of this report two aeroplanes, flown by French instructors engaged 
for the purpose, had reached Shiraz and both had been damaged by falls. 
the 19th Fobruary, the expeditionary detachment, mentioned in sub: 
seotion 5, about 600’ men left Kazerun vit Mamasanni in the direction of 
Bebbehan. Its objestive is believed to be the disarmament of the Boir 
Ahmadi tribe of the Kubgil 
8, In December notices were posted, ordering tho inbabitants of Shiraz to surrender 
their firearms or obtain licences, ‘This has been followed by another order 
for permits, with photographs of bearers, to be taken out for shot guns, 
Hitherto the numbor of arms surrendered by the populace has been small, 
for some time the intention of the military t» proceed to the disarmament 
en bloc of the two nomad tribes, Kashgai and Khamsel, has been current, 
hut it is generally apprehended, even by military officers, that the operation 
can hardly be radical, as the more modern and valuable weapons may be 
hidden for the time being, 


Tn terminating this section of the report it may be remarked that in the eyes of 
the public of Fars the prestige of the existing force is in March 1924 perhaps hardly as 
high as in the summer of 1929. Their operations have been superficial rather, than 
thorough; and there has been a certain amount of friction among the higher officers. ‘Those 
who have hada European education as well as training are inolined to view the ex-Cossack 
officers from the north as amateurs without a grasp of military discipline, punctuality, 
straightforwardness and administration, and not real soldiers; the various clement 
from which officers and men have come, Russian-trained Cossack brigade, Swedish 
trained gendarmerie, and British-trained South Persia Rifles, doubtless do not al\ways 
blend well; and the irregular life led by some highly-placed officers docs not produco a 
good effect on the civil population. In December a number of officers of the garrison 
‘were arrested, imprisoned or sent away, on the ground that they had formed a plot to 
seize the brigadier-general. ‘The last-named, Fazlullah Khan Zahidi, cortainly is un 
‘ambitious politician, and appears more concerned with political intrigues than the 
military programme, Krom the beginning of March 1924, with the asgistance of a 
handful of Democrats” of the extreme party he has foreed the various classes of tie 
populace to give an adherence to the republican movement. 


Communications. 


Early in January 1928 the Ministry of Public Works began to impose tolls on 
animal transport on the Shiraz-Kazerun section of the road to Bushire, This led to a 
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length or throu 
ae been abl 


‘hrs nt was, 
: ignored the British contention that the road could 
not possibly be termed “carriageable” during the rainy season (each year the 10 miles 
of marsh behind Bushire cannot be crossed by any vebicle), and continued to levy tolls 
on th Shiraz-Kaverun section, ‘The cost of the seanty surface repairs did not exceed 
8,000 tonians(1,600/), and the bulk of the money taker’ was transferred to the Ministry 
Git anvel|(ehsen, hutunbes ut Sonsaeye by Vgbt passenier ont (hielly Kowa] 
which, using the now worn-out track made by Indian troops in 1919, were able to reach 
Bushire from Shiraz and vice verad in the six good months of tle year was not above 
fifty. Such passenger-cars did uot, of course, benefit trade, 
By the end of 1928, with the vigorous policy of the new Persian Government in 
‘Tabran, new fhotory bad arisen. Not ouly did they desire to improve. means ot 


communication hetween the eapital and the sea for military reasons, but also apparently 
to emancipate themselves from the route vid Irale aud have on_all-Persian route to the 
sva, A German-Persian transport company had been floated in ‘Tehran to undertake 
the carriage of goods by motor-lorries (out of the question as long as the gradients on 
She pase had not ben improved: ty siento engineering) and the Persian Govern 


ment was importing war material, to the transit of which vid Trak there was presumably 
yjection, A commission, headed by the Minister of Public Works and one of the 
United States advisers, was therefore sent to make a report on the cost and technical 
requirements for reconstruction of the Bushire- wz road for mechanical transport, 
‘and arrived at Shiraz in January 19 8 it happened, the delegation met with heavy 
rains and had difficulty in getting their cars (with the aid of man-handling) over the 
marshy part of the road, ‘The opinion formed. by the delegation on its return was 
understood to be that at least 100,001. would be required to make the road initially 
ticable fur heavy mechanical transport (a British engineer officer in 1921 had 
250,0001. or more), and that cven then long detours, cutting out Kazerun 
ing alignment, would have to be constructed. The British (and local 
Porsiun) objection to the justice of levying tolls would thus appeur to have been proved. 
At the end of the period under report the position was that no wheeled tratke was 
pease owing to the damaye done by the winter rains; that tolls were still being 
oy such a tsetre Nard eann Lan ginesee Grers Helag, eriployedl butweas Biahivwyand 
Kazerun t rove the bad corners on the passes (at a cost of some 2,0001,) sufficiently 
to enable the Persian Government war material to be taken inland. Purther, an opium: 
jerchant—Shirazi by origin, naturalised British in Hong Kong—had offered to take 
‘a concession to make the road and spend some 60,0000. on it in three years, and a 
Parsee firm in Bombay had sent to Bushire a number of passenger motor-cars in 
‘anticipation of permission to run a service, 

‘he interest of the Persian Government in improving this road is as much to be 
desired for the benefit of foreign trade as for the internal needs of the Government, 
but the point is that, from « purely engineering outlook, it cannot be improved to 
Venefit trade without a large sum of money being expended, Already there is a 
movement of protest by Shitaz politicians against the first railway being built from 
Mohammerah inland instead of through Fars. 

In another branch of communications—Posts and Telegraphs—similar progress has 
uot been shown, and the service from Bushire to Isfahan is now worse than for several 
years past. Under the new regulations by the United States advisers, all receipts have 
to be paid into the local bank for the credit of the Central Administration, but the 
remittances fiom 'Tsbran for local expenditure are neither regular nor swlicient. In 
consequence these services are starved and function with difficulty, wages of the stafis 
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being constantly in arrears. From the 5th to the 28th January the posting contractor 
on the Shiraz-Isfaban section struck work and refused to forward mails, and in March 
1924 still claims some 17,000 tomans (8,4001.) from the Administration for arrears and 
accounts unpaid. ‘The contractor from Bushire to Shiraz has also arrears due to him, 
Ovwing to orders from Tehran that no more than 100 maunds (736 Ib.) of parcels were 
to he forwarded at a time, from December 1928 to end of February 1924, parcels 
accumulated in Bushire to the extent of 7 tons—in Shiraz, 4 tons—and lay there, 
Strong and repeated representations were made through His Majesty's Legation both 
hy the Residency at Bushire and the consulate at Shiraz, and the wecumilation was 
flirly well cleared by the beginning of March, ‘This faulty administration prejudiced 
tle use of the postal service by traders for merchandise, the greater part of which was 
from Great Britain and India, Urgent repairs to the telegraph buildings have also 
been denied the funds required, 


Justice. 


Having commented on three Departments of the Government which have shown 
considerable activity in the latter part of the period under report, I turn to the all- 
important question of the administration of justice in the south, and regret to be 
unable to record uny sign of an improvement in the conditions already noted on the 
final page of may report No. 41a? the 22nd May,.1928--in fact the postion constantly 
deteriorates as the impoverished condition of the various classes and thy sourcity. of 
ready money increases, ‘The ulama are now more powerful iy. Shiraz than in most 
other Persian centres, and for the main part, extremely venal. Governor-General after 
Governor-General confesses his hands tied by the necessity of deferring to their inter- 

ion in civil cases. formant recently stated that upwards of a hundred 
individuals were daily frequenting one leading mojtabid and. sharin bis devotions 
in order to have his backing when their creditors dunned them, ‘The consulate, in 

ing to protect the interests of infant children of a deceased Moslem registerd as a 

subject, hus itselt witnessed how clerical guardians nominated by a principal 
mujtahid have pounced on the property and begun to sell it 

Quite as serious is the fuet that the new competitors to the influence of the 
ulama—the so-called democrat.” politiciuns, editors and others —are only too eager to 
extend their patronage to defendants and unprincipled suitors in order to. acquire 
power, and that the Government authorities hesitate to suppress this, In March and 
April 1924 a band of intriguers and busybodies mado a determined attempt to scize 
anid appropriate the watercourse from which the eoosvlate garden ns drawn its supply 
for tho past twenty-five years in undisputed joint ownership with somo fifteen other 
waardens, and, had it not been for a very strong remonstrance telegraphed by His 
Majesty's Minister the Governor-General would probably have allowed the water 
supply of the consulate to be misappropriated, for one of his own sorvauts had 
bribed, and the same band of people had succeeded in annexing another private supply. 

Recovery of debts is becoming increasingly difficlt, as so many recourses are open to 
debtors to divert pressure, and prosecution oF punishment for fraud, libel, misappropia- 
tion of funds, or fraudul does not exist, It is with great difficulty that, 
foreign merch s to a heating in the recently created foreign 

tion of the Goverior-General’s office (since eoonomy on the part of the Persian 
Government has abolished the Karguzarate), and in almost all cases w compromise. has 
to bo accepted for a portion of the debt in lieu of the whole, because that is the line 
taken by the Persian merchant assessors called in who have no sense of pronouncing a, 
claim’ either wholly good or wholly bad, Under the GovernorGeneralship of 
Nosret-ed-Dowleh, British subjects have had more attention than previously, but_son 
claims still await the necessary pressure, and settlement in others has been faute de 
micux. 

‘A complete written code of laws defining penalties and obligations, such as the 
Ottoman Law in Turkey, dows not yet exist in Persia; nor can that portion already, 
existing be enforced, for the reason that no arrangements for the exocution of 
judgments aud decrees exist. seep wt 

‘The whole question is fundamental for the foreign subject and trader (as it is for 
Persia), beoauso in commercial matters the European foreigner can lave no sense of 
seourity in investing his money in Persian economic development, and has to proceed 
with the greatest caution on terms of short credit or by other means in the sulo of 
foods, and because the Huropean foreigner could not live without groat risk, of 
oppression and without resorting to bribery like the natives of the country, were oxtri- 
territorial jurisdiction and treaty rights ‘abolished, as the Persian Nationalists and 
newspapers often urge on their Government, 
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The Press of Shivas. 


‘There is no doubt that the rise of the press to great power in Persia has 
contributed to1areawakening of the national sentiment and a desire for reforms and 
modern development among the townspeople snd certain proportion of the literates 
outside the towns, ‘The newspapers have been tireless in preaching the need for better 
and more extended educational facilities throuzhout the country, possibly not foreseeing 
the result when numbers of boys reach manhood without prospect of earning their 
livelihood owing to the total lack of industrial concerns, and disinclination to follow the 
trades of their fathers, In warning their countrymen against the evils of foreign 
intervention and reliance on foreign economic assistance, the newspapers have, perhaps, 
ete Voie eacctuni (ese peliae to Tieib on a wets Weance Gt ie icare? 
Bhitay, as oppomed tothe liberty of the pres, the wtter diategard of tho, pros lay, 
organised blackmail, pursuit of personal vendettas, abusive language and reckless 
slanders on private persons and officials have just as certainly harmed the moral of the 
inhabitants of Fars. Against any youthlul publisher of a news-sheet they are 
defenceless. 

In Shiraz there are now nine or ten papers fora reading public in the province of 
perhaps 2,000 persons, and the average number of copies of each printed weekly 300 to 400; 
threo of the editors are tmder the age required by the press law, two only have been 
for short periods outside the province, and three have a smattering of English, 

Mhe book of Democrat Policy,” printed in Bombay about 1912, is said to lay down 
many excellent principles; but those who know botl state that these principles and 
rules aro broken and disregarded by the various. lodges wh # describe themselves 
as * Democrats” (variatim “ Nationalists”) in Fars, ‘There may be some 2,000 afilinted 

jore than 200 active 


mune 
nd file afliliated to the movement obtain the support 
foulties, To quote the paper “Gulistan” in Jul 
following list of committees and clubs in Shiraz (population about 95,000) is. give 
that all may know the confusion now prevailing in this town” -— 
Western Democrats 
, Bustern Democrats ; 
‘Prue Democrats ; 
Real Democrats ; 
, Independent Democrats ; 
Bastern Islamic Union ; 
~ Western Islamic Union ; 
, Islamic Nationalists ; 
. Communist Committee ; 
10, Socialist Democrats ; 


‘and 80 on up to 21, severil of them with not more than twenty members, and these 
constantly drifting apart in antagonism ees. 

The editors, who ure free ances, with the thirty Democrat” or “Nationalist” 
leaddors, now dominate the attitude of the province, and tie the hands of the civil adminis- 
tration to an extont impossible and unbelievable in most countries ; there isno such thing 
as public opinion, and the rest of the population, while often chafing at the domination 
of such pervons, is cowed and atraid to minke itself heard for fear of spoken and printed 
abuse or threats, wh 

Whe editors of “Gulistan,” “* Asr-i-Azadi,” “Istakbr,” and “Khurshid-i-Tran” 
have made it part of their personal creed to be violencly anti-British on every: possible 
occasion, Since British policy during tho past two years has been complete abstention 
from intarventionia Persian soterunfafltr, chess meu are gensrally freed to go out 
Persia to find fuel to keep alive a sentiment of antagonism among their readers to every- 
thing British. ‘husin the past year, in Mareli and Apel 1928, the murder in a blood-fued 
of'a Tangistani chief, who had opposed iis ab Bushire in the war, was not only stated by 
these papers to have been inatigated by the British, but for several weeks formed a pretext 
for a passionate outburst’ against everything British. ‘The Deputy for Bushire in the 
Majlis telegraphed to the papers of Shiraz calling for revenge, The editor of “ Gulistan 
gene plgeinnge” to the site of the grives of fourtoen Persians sorving in the 
South Persia Rilos exeouted in 1918 for treaelery and murdering a British captain and 
sergeant, and delivered orations from the pulpits, 
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For months these papers have published lying statements of British ill-treatment 
of the Persians resident’ in Babrein, urging the Government to assert full sovereignty 
over these Arab islands and obtain the wealth of the pearl-fisheries, 

__ Brom July to November the papers mentioned called on Islam to join in a holy war 
against the British, who liad expelled tho Shiah religious leaders from Trak in over to 
humiliate the Shiah religion. In October there was a public demonstration of respect 
and sympathy, ordered by the Central Government, for the Arab mujtabid, Sheikh 
Mehdi-al-Khalisi, who, aiter being deported. from Irak, passed through Shinwz on his 
way to join at Kum other members of the Shiah clergy of Mesopotamia who had made 
a voluntary exodus to Persia. Despite the evidence to the contrary and the knowledge 
of the ulama concerned that their quarrel had been with the Arab Government of Irak. 
and not with the British represeatative in Bagdad, the circumstances were distorted by 
the newspaper writers, Anglophobes and clericals into a charge of oppression by the 
British Government, and in Shiraz the passage of the clerie was made the occasion for a 
fresh outburst of anti-British sentiment, 

‘Tho failure of a mail steamer to wait for post-bags at Bunder Abbas was said to 
be an attempt to damage the Persian postal service ; the British quarantine doctors in 
the Persian Gulf were alleged to have pocketed 12,000 tomans for examining corpses 
seut for burial at the shrines istan was represented in a series of articles in the 
“Tstakhn” to be entirely under the control of the fishermen of London”; the Imperial 
Bank of Persia was declared ty have paid not a single pouny to the Persian Government 
as royalty for thirty-six yes 

More virulent and troublesome still have been some of the so-called translations 
from Indian extremist papers, such ae “'Zamindar” of Lahore, “ Al-yauaa” of Caloutta, 
and others, with astounding. misrepresent -third of the population of 
India, in which the women are gradually i 1 the British prisons’; and 
the reports that the British were being driven out of India by a general revolution 
These Shirazi editors out-Herod Herod in their constant. pressure for the complate 
removal of all British interest from India, Lake and Baypt. tn March 1944 the editors 
had meetings with two delegates of the Khilifat Committee for India on their way to 
Angora. What the impression conveyed to the simple reader in Fars who does nut 


learn the real facts of the position may’ he it can only be imagined, 
Even in’ such « remote internal matter as the demmnd for a republic, whieh, on 
fhe suggestion of newspapers iy ‘Tehran, is now being forced on tho Shira 
le 


this little party of editors and “democrat” leaders with military backing, the atump 
orators are dragging in their Anglophobia, charging it as a grievaiice against the Kajar 
Shalis that they yave the British the con ph 
Department, the Tin i 
and have deprived Persia of 

A“ democrat” leader and n iving a lecture to soldiers 
tnd officers: inthe bacracks, urging that, British éloth and BAtiah’ goods abould’ bo 
hoyeatted. Any Persian affocting sympathies or relations with the British is denounced 
by these men as a * traitor.” 

Officials in Fars aro friendly, recognising the correctness and disinterestedness of 
the British attitude towards Persian afinirs--merehants and resident notables equally 
80 recognising the value of the friendly relations to which they have been used for 
decades past, rt of the people is as a whole sound, only. wo ars faced with 
the extraordinary position of a small band of malignant men’ leading by the nose the 
reat of the provines in a policy of ill-will towards Great Britain and everything Britis! 
and they have gone to such extremes for so loug that iv is unlikely they will’ turn over 
a new leaf unless given a strong aid compelling lead, Neither has the Central 
Goverament stepped in to check the movement in Fars, nor is there any suction of 
the press or persons of position courageous enough to contradict the views of this band, 
‘To anyone with long years of friendship and sympathy with Persians of all classes, tho 
contiriuance of this propaganda und terrorising of local opinion is saddening, 


British Interests. oI 


With the exception of sabotage among the tribal guards at the site of the 
drilling in September, which was undoubtedly the result of intrigue by Soulet-ed- 
Dowlshcandiobiceeestat lists and) high eblized| thi work Wo bs etapeaded for 
aise wo fuoh the, tis: Anglo: Persian Oil: Company? (amitsd) have made good progress 
with their exploration for oil at Bikarz-Mishun in the Mailati hills, A Persian 
naturalised in Great Britain has also formed a limited company at Manchester for the 
tls of pince-pooda to Stiraaintd other plaoot: 
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‘At the request of Colonel ‘Trevor, I am sending two copies of this report to Bushire 
for use in compiling his annual Administration Report of the Residency in the Persian 
Gulf. You will no doubt warn him if you consider any portion conflicts in any way. 
with your views. 

T have, &c. 


H, G. CHICK. 






















[1B 4651 /455/34) No, 148, 


Mn Ovey to Mr. MacDonala.—(Received May 27.) 
Re me Tehran, May 2, 1924. 

THE last fortnight has coincided with the more intense observance of the month 
of Ramazan and the political situation has remained somewhat obsecure. , 

The vote of confilence accorded to Serdar Sopah would seem to have been followed 
by a slight reaction and a diminution of the universal popularity his Highness enjoyed 
in former times, : : : 

Belated messages from tho provinces in favour of a republic still reach the capital, 
whore opinion is firmly opposed to it and the exhortations from the pulpits ot the 
seetost which are customary during Ramazan, are mostly directed against @ 
republican régime. , é 

Serdar Sepah is using every endeavour to cajole the Maj 
Northern Oil Concession accorded by his Government. to § 
Majlis has 60 fur failed to eboose mor than three of the twelve members who are to 
for a commission to discuss the matter, and, as reported in my telegram No. 117 of 
fhe 80th April, the Americans are finding such dficulty in arranging the tens of the 
han white to accompany it that they axe even seeking to obtain the security of the 

Persian oil revenues. 
ng errian ia moreover, been spread that the Sinclair Company are going to pay a 
| Jorge, money commission forthe ratiieation, with the remult that alimost every Deputy 
Hee hopes of ebtaining a share of, the money, aud therefore is endeavouring to get 
lected to the Parliamentary Commission. : 

nother interesting fuetor has supervered, inasmuch as the time has now come 
shen, in accordance with the Fundamental law, the Deputies must take the oath of 
Patty to tho reigning monarch, Many Deputies assort that they will not do so, and it 
eM Porotore posible that a, state of confusion, beyond the ordinary in parliomentary 
ie glee may arise which will cause all important business to be relegated to the 
Pe days, pasty tho. provincial army commanders have been present. in 
‘Tobran, but as Sordas Sepal has enjoined them strictly to refuse to reesive or pay v 
a shroud of mystery envelops their mission, 

Ramazan will be over in. three days’ time, wher be ea 
situation, but there ia a general feeling of uneasiness in the public mi 


the tranquility of the last two years may be drawing to class 














































































t_may be easier to 
d, and I fear that 
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SMOND OVEY. 



















(1B 5077/1983/44) No. 149, 


Mr, Hodgson to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received June 11.) 


Noite) Moscow, May 23, 1924, 


Bir, Speier 4 ‘ 3 Rus 
being paid at the present time to the development of Russian 
HOOT a teatioh ein perticular with Persia and Turkey. 1 have the honour to 








i if esentatives of the departments and undertakit 
2 A tra de Ey tao Russian Eastern Chamber of Gs ,hasrecently visited 
| EA eiah No, 480 of the 21st May). An exhibition was arranged in 
Parity ease a at. which samples of products ih Risin offered for export wera 

! Constantino sogation reported very favourably on. the prospects of trade, provid 
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that what appear to be wholly unrealisable conditions are introduced —production costs, 
rail and sea freights must be reduced and easy long-term credits granted, 

3. ‘Trade with Persia is of more practical importance, ‘The third Baku Fait is bein, 
held from the 23rd May to the 5th July. ‘The fairs of the last two years were of 
ixifling significance this year serious attempt is to be made to capture Persian 
markets, Exports and imports over the Asiatic frontier are allowed, without special 
licence and at reduced customs duty rates; discounts of from 15 to 80. per cent, are 
made on rail and water freights and insurance; transuctions are to be exempted from 
all taxation and excise duty ; banks are being called upon to give credits, 

4. The chief item of export to Persia is sugar, which constituted 70 por cent. of 
the sales to Persia at last year’s fair. “Centrosoyuz” is making strenuous efforts to 
oust English sugar. ‘The Sugar ‘Trust and the Commissariat for Foreign ‘Trade are 
reported to be forming a mixed company, with head office at Tehran. ‘Textiles come 
second in importance, ‘The All-Russian ‘Textile Syndicate is catering for the special 
requirements of the Persian trade and has obtained permission to import 300,000 poods 
of American cotton for the purpose, ‘The use of Persian cotton in Russia is increasing, 
Russia having bought the whole of this yeu's crop, Assistance has been rendered 
to Persian peasants by supplying them with American cotton seed. 

Other articles for export from Russia already delivered at Baku include matches, 
ironmongery, chinawate and earthenware, Persian’ merchants, on their side, are offering 
H fruits, nuts and wool, 


































































Thaye, &e. 
R, M, HODGSON. 





E 5185/265/34) No, 150, 





ieutenant-Colonel Prideaux to Mr. MacDonald.—(Received Juno 13.) 
Confidential.) 





, Bushire, May 18, 1924, 
I HAVE the honour to refer to Sir Perey Loraine’s despatch No, 168, dated, the 
26th March, 1924, to your address, and to forward for your information x copy of my 
despatch No. $2/389-8, dated the 16th May, 1924, tothe addr rueveaty 
Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran, submitting my observations on the subj 
Thave, & 

F, B, PRIDEAUX, 









Enclosure in No, 150, 
Lieutonant-Colonel Prideaus to Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran. 


(No. 52/289-S, Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, May 16, 1924, 

L HAVE the honour to refer to Mr, Monson's despatch No, 63, dared the 
26th March, 1924, to the address of His Majesty's Principal Seoretary.of Stato for 
Foreign Affairs regarding the visits of His Majesty's ships to Abadan and Mohammerah 
and the Karun Iver, 1 bog to aubmit the fllowiog olworvations == 













‘There are two anchorages in Mohammerah—both in Persian jurisdiction, vide the 
‘Turco-Persian Frontier Protocol signed at Constantinople on the 4th/t7th November, 
1918. ‘The larger, called “ Mohaunmerah Port,” is in the Shatt-el-Arab and is used or 
traversed by all sea-going vessels on their way to and from Basra, ‘The other is in the 
Karun River. It is so small that ships of any size have difficulty in turning round, but 
it has the advantage of being in summer about 10 degrees cooler than the one in the 
Shatt-el-Arab, 

‘On the 15th November, 1929, the Persian Foreign Minister made what appeared 
to be two separate complaints against (1) the anchoring of four (rectiue two) men-of-war 
‘at Abadan and (2) against their entering the Karan and anchoring in that river off the 
‘Anglo:Persian Oil Company offices (and wharf) at Mobammerah, His Excellency has 
singe dropped the former, reogoising th futility of objecting, t the auchoring of His 
Majesty's ships off Abadan, while higher up the Shatt-el-Arab Mohammerah Port has 
Tong been recognised as a seaport. is now limited (vide his Excellency's 
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Totter of the 19th March, 1924) to the use of the Karun River, which he claims to be 
an inland Persian water-way. He argues that previous to 1888 the British Government 
had for many: years been pressing the Persian Government to open the Karun to foreign 
Davigation j and that in that year the “Karun River Regulations” were publly 
notified, opening the river from Mohammerah to Ahwaz for the navigation of the 
morcantile marine of all nations, 

‘As His Majesty's Government have never challenged the right of the Persian 
Government to issue these regulations or contested their terms, it seems to me that 
there is force in the Persiun Government's contention, Further, it is significant. that 
Mr, Lorinier, the compiler of the Persian Gulf “Gazetteer,” in discussing the political 
control over the Karun and the claim of our navy to enter it, has put on record no 
arguments in favour of that claim. 

Our contention’ apparently can only be based on the fact that the Karun, like the 
ERWEeLeAT AN ab Mot arnetaay ia tdelcwaten: Te tmay/or feny nobiba sslovant tp 
observe that: the Karin does not directly flow into the sea like the ‘Thames and the 
‘Mississippi. 

Tt seems to me that this is an outstanding question between Great Britain and 
Persia which can be settled without any real detriment to British interests, We have 
recognised for many years past that every intrusion by His Majesty's ships into the 
Karun produces a protest from the locil Karguzar, and conmanders have accordingly 
been discouraged, whenever possible, from entering the river, ‘There is no doubt that 
ThSRINeelerHey sol cis wall followed by even ebaper protect Hom Tohran, 

T suggest, therefore, that the contention of the Persian Government be admitted 
without more ado, and at the same time submit for consideration two alternative 
demands, one of which might accompany the recognition by His Majesty's Government 
of the Porsian Government's claim :— 


(1.) That the warships of no foreign nation shall be allowed the privilege of 
entering the Karun which is denied to us. 
(3) That, He Meaty ap be allowed sa favour toontr the Karun for periods, 


not exceoding a week at atime, for reasons of health, provided tht forty 
eight hours’ previous notice is given to the local karguzar (through His 
Majesty's cousul) to enable that officer to notify the Persian Government 
and to receive their orders if necessary, it being understood that if no veto 
arrives within forty-eight hours thé karguzar shall be free to give the 
necessary” permission, 


Tam posting copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s Principal Svcretary of State 
for Foreign Adairs and to the Government of India, 
Thave, &e. 
B, PRIDEAUX. 





[B 5170/617/34) No, 151. 


Mr. MacDonald to Mr, Ovey (Tehran). 
(No, 92.) 


(olegrap 

despatch No. 252 of 16th May. a - 
Tinporial Bank of Persia, who have contemplated offering, Persian Government 
Joan of” 2,000,000l: to'be issued in London and guaranteed on oil royalties, have been 
informed that there are strong objections to proposal owing, cbielly to Persia's unregu- 
Tited debt to His Majesty's Government, though objection would be lessoned if proceeds 
‘of loan were devoted to liquidation of debt. 


Foreign Office, June 18, 1924. 


(Confidential.) . 

Alienation of oil royalties to foreign geoup os security for a loan would, of course, 
tye most undesirable, and you should therefore be watchful and report at once any 
reliable nowa that may reach you of American or other loan negotiations, 
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[E 491/455 /34) No. 152. 


Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald.— (Received June 26.) 
(No. 2414.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 12, 1924, 

EVENTS still continue to move slowly, and the lethargy engendered by the 
month of Ramadan would seem not yet to have been shaken off, 

Parliament appears still averse to settling down to business, although more than 
half of the Deputies present have now taken the oath of allegiance. One or two 
parliamentary commissions have the appearance of being busy, notably the Northern 
Oil Commission and the Budget Commission. 

‘The former is unlikely to arrive at a hurried decision and is now engaged in 
comparing the conditions of the Oil Bill accepted by Sinclair and Company with 
those of the Bill drawn up by Kawam-cs-Sultaneli’s Government in 1922. ‘The Budgot 
Commission seems equally inclined to scrutinise very closely Dr. Millspaugh’s 
budget and there are many points on which they have oxpressed a desire for 
elucidation ond explanation, 

jes provincial army commanders lave wotiraed’(o.thair posta: anid tie: wootarn 

divisional commander is having an anxious time in dealing with Luristan, whore the 
Lurs, returning to their summer quarters, have driven back the army of occupation 
and are reported to have occupied Khorremabad, after inflicting 250, casualtios. 

‘The first two of the seven aeroplanes ordered from a German manufactory in 
Russia have arrived by air from Enzeli, and advantage was taken of their arrival by 
the Soviet Minister to point out how progressive Soviet Russia is in being able to 
produce aeroplanes capable of doing the difficult, journey from Hnzeli to Tehran at 
something better than a mile a minute. ‘Tho Soviet envoy’s speech was extremely 
cordial aud the Prime Minister's reply no less 90; a fact which tends to substantiato 
the report that Russo-Persian relations are better than they have been for some 
time past, 

Daring the last fow days a number of soldiers took refuge at the Holy Shrine of 
Shah Abdul a suburb of Vehran. ‘hoy were part of a draft under orders for 
Luristan, and it is’ probable that they were instigated to seek asylum in tho. 
by the political enemies of Serdar Sepab, who are trying to undermine his pro 
and influence as well as the discipline of the army. 

lie refugees had not been there long before they were unceremoniously. fetchod 
out of the Shrine by a company of soldiers detailed for the purposo. ‘The incident 
in itself is not likely to cause much commotion, but in view of the fact that rumours 
are current that Serdar Sepah’s political opponents wore engaged in subversive 
propaganda in the ranks of the army, this incident is not without significance, 
Lhave, &e. 

ESMOND OVEY, 





[IE 6495 /455/34) No. 153. 


a Mr, Ovey to Mr. MacDonala.—(Reeeived June 26.) 
n Tehran, May 13, 1924, 
AS will be seen from iy despatch No. 2414 of the 12th instant, there have boon 

few, if any, purely political incidents to report in the past fortnight, 

‘Tho political situation appears to have reached one of those positions of unstable 
equilibrium which are not uicommon in this country. No immediate outcome is 
apparent in the efforts of the Prime Minister to galvanise his Parliament. into action, 
yeu it would require courage to predict that this equilibrium may not be suddenly 
disturbed, as must he the ease should a new factor emerge. 

But for the moment there appears to be an undoubted calm—whether the calm that 
preoades a storm or not it is impossible to forvtell, 

he Prime Minister, according to one report, is inclined to blame his advisers for 
haying wrongly led him into the republican adventure, for which public opinion, such as” 
itis, was not ripe. . 

‘A rapprochement with the Shah is considered out of the question ; a similar move 
for collaboration with the Valialid seems equally impracticable, except as a last resort, 
although relations have actually become less trained. A republic—unloss the Prime 


[11690] at 





182 


Minister cam win over the clergy to a policy which is repugnant to the majority, or unless 
he cin somehow make a small minority appear as a majority—is temporarily considered 
ont of the question. One ramourwill have it that His Highness is coquettivg with the 
Russians, another with the English. It is:eredibly reported that Reza Khan has 
visited the Russian Legation several times of late and is secking to improve Russo- 
Persian relations, but, in view of bis mistrust of all things Russian, it seems improbable 
that he will allow himself to be inveigled into any intrigue, nor, in view of the 
unequivocal language held by mo as to the neutrality of His Majesty's Government i 
the internal affairs of Persia, would it seem likely that His Highness can expect to 
conclude any burgain with His Majesty's Governinent for the furtherance of his personal 
plans, 

‘The selection of the committee to study the Sinclair oil question has at last been 
completed, Every Deputy wished to be on such a committee in the hope of sharing in 
the plunder, and the selection was long and arduous, Tt is quite uncertain how the 
voting may go, but the concomitant loan of 10 million dollars is hanging fire, and the 
American Financial Adviser finds, himself forced to sppeal to His Majesty's Legation to 
permit American financiers to alienate the only RraLbleebeceniboea Geeta enable 
them to raise a loan at 8 per cent,, a portion of which would be required to repa 
bank overdraft of 7 per cent. In the two conversations with Dr, Millspaugh (to which 
Thad the honour to refer in my telessram No, 117 of the 80th April and No. 118 of the 
8th instant), T enquired of Dr; Millspaugh how he could, apart from political considera- 
tions, reconcile this proposal with sound fin principles. His answers were evasive. 
‘Tho conversations were of the most friendly nature, aud 1 constantly emphasised the 
desire of His Majesty's Government to co-operate in the rehabilitation of Pers 
finances, in whieh he th playing © go onerous part, 

Finally, I drew the impression that he was anwillingly couvinced that in vi 
of the obvious imposibility of tis Majesty's, Goverment acquiescing in the aliens 
of the only available securities pending a settlement of the outstanding debt of Persia 
to Great Britain his plans could only lead to an impasse, He, nevertheless, frankly 
fave me hia opinion that in the present state of Persian opinion no proposal for ai 
Rnglish Jono, an, English concession or auy English undertaking could. posably. be 
uocepted. I replied that Iwas quite aware that much time must pass before Pers 


generally would realise the purity and disinterestedness of our motives, hut that as my 
instructions were to do anything possible, however slight, to dissipate these unfounded 
suspicions, I could not give up all hope that in the end the attitude of His Majesty's 


Government would bear fruit, It might take time, but in Persia progress was 
notoriously slow; our shoulders wera broad, und even if the Prime Minister might evince 
disappointment that his scheine of raising money thro lair 
succeeding, His Highness would certainly in the end realise that sound finance, « policy 
of paying one's debts, coupled with the skill of the American Financial Adviser, would 
ultimately redound to thy greater advantage of Persia. Could Dr, Millspaugh imagine 
His, Majesty's Principal Suerotany of Stat arising in the House of 
Commons to defend the policy of His Majesty's Government in regard to Persia and 
making a statemont to the following effect 
“The policy of dissipating the suspicion held by Persians with regard to Great 
Britain is making little progress. Without encering into the details of the claim 
on which the Anglo-Persian Oil Company claimed the concession to the northern 
oilfields, it is sufficient to say that an American company has acquired this 
concession. In order to facilitate this, His Majesty's Goverament, who are owed 
large stims of money by the Persian Government, for loaus and assistance generally 
accorded in the past, uve permitted the alienation of the only available assets on 
which payment of interest and repayment of capital could have been 
‘They have thus enabled an American firm to acquire a concession to an oil-ficld 
claimed by a British company ; and also a concession. as noue of these plans are 
feasible without « loan in some form based on outside security, to build a road, or 
railway, on most of which Tine a British firm have @ prior option, from the Casy 
to Mohammerah ; with the money thus raised ut, 8 per cont. the Persian Gov. 
ment are repaying an oyerdraft to the Imperial Bank of Persia, a British 
institution, for which only 7 per cent. was being charged, aud are understood to be 
evutlag ths remalndar tal erengiuregeent of aariseltute sce the coostnotca 
of new telegraph lines, His Majesty's Government have no secuvity for the money 
owed them other than the expected general increase in Persian prosperity, but they 
are, at the urgent request of the American Financial Adviser, arranging to reduce 
(id cahina acai WinGnlpiics ti etim eimai atin during 
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which no interest of any kind will be paid. His Majesty’ : 

pressing the Russian Government to permit the imposition of a tariff in North 
area Sica ge cireecasealtor io orate tor parents 
even this possible increase of revenue should be devoted to the payment of 

on Persia’s debt to Great Britain,’ 


Dr. ugh took these remarks, which exactly; summarised his actual proposals, 
except that at one time he suggested His Majesty's Government should let the Persian 
Government off the whole debt entirely, in'the best possible part, and undertook to 
explain to the Minister for Foreign Affairs how matters stood, He suggested a 
conference with his Excellency at which I should be present, I expressed willingness 
todo anything that lay in my power to clear up mattors und help to bring about a 
tion where there would be space and opportunity for frank and loyal Anglo- 
weriean commercial rivalry, I had spoken in this sense to the Prime Minister, who 
had expressed entire concurrence and had offered to talk it over with his colleagues in 
the Cabinet, All that: had resulted so far had been this proposal ly the Financial 
Adviser, which was obvionsly one to which His Majesty's Government could give 1 
countenance, which did not reflect that spirit of co-operation which His Majesty 
Government bad hoped for from the American side, and which was financially unsound, 
He had told me himself that next year Persia should have « surplus of 1,000,000 
tomans and a still greater surplus iu the following years the external debt of Per 
‘was exceptionally siuall; from the international point of view her political. prosp 
excellent, and a state of order existed throughont the country, which was almost, it not 
quite, without parallel in Persian history, ‘There was only’ oie outlet: to the present, 
inpasse—Persia must learn to pay her just indebtedness, to embark on a policy. of 
sound finaneo, to respect her pri ts and, whero such permitted, invite open 
bids for tonders for ci industrial jon wo all and sundry on 
His Majesty's Gov 10 desing 
manger, and would go far to invite loyal 
1 firms might 
ven Persia's best 
past and would ss be so in the future presented no insuperable obstadls to her 
being permit lain her rights or to extend « helping band in the future if 
she could do so on conditions financially more advantageous to P 
T was perfectly prepared to recommend to my Government that they should 
behave with the utmost generosity in the question of Persia's indebtedness, but 1 
asked him frankly whether, in my place, he would expend Goyernmont money. in 
telegraphing home to recommend that they should do so in return for no secu 
Whatever us proposed by him, : F 
lth substantially in both interviews, but, fortified on the 
second occasion hy the ions contained in your telogram No, 78 of the Bnd instant, 
which I had tol him were the ouly possible’ instructions I could receive, 1 perhaps 
succeeded in producing in bis mind a state of pessimism which, temporarily at least, 
should be of « salutary’ nature 4 ; 
Dr, Millspaugh is a quiet and by no means unsympathetio personality, but it is 
Aifioult to imagine that he will ever be induced to co-operate wholeheartedly with ws 
1 these matters, His upbringing ws a theoretical rather than a practical eeonomist, 
sationality,« ertain dogged obyinacy, his quite yenunn desire to do is bos, for 
coupled with the constant reiteration by Persians of their desire to shake off the 
traumels of British influence, will all combine to make him seek any other means: than 
what we could consider Io 
this conviction that I tel 
exactly of the burden wh a 
Would cast on the Persian budget. ‘The iron may not be ver 
inomentarily lost some of its original hardness, and if His Majesty's Government, could 
make without delay some concrete proposal which would enable Dr, Millspaugh to 
recast his financial plans with some degree of accuracy, something would have been 
done to diminish the otherwise inevitable impression in tho Persian mind that we are 
the single-minded American planis for the rehabilitation of a country at a 
when it happens to be under a rnler unquestionably more efficient, constructive 
‘and receptive than it is its unfortunate custom to et 
Thave, &o. 
ESMOND OVE! 
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Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonald —{eceived June 26.) 
eztio Secret.) 
i Tehri 24, 192 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of muaoneten Se Naeo 
for the week ending the 17th May, compiled by the military attaché to this Legation. 
Thave, ke. 
ESMOND OVEY. 


Enclosure in No. 154. 
hoa inclosure in No, 154, 


Gilan. 

1, Bneeli—On the 10th May the Russia at Enzeli invite 
shehista Ca sdternmnod themed? Webern oe 

Amsullah Akhundoy hus beon nominated asthe Persian president ofthis fie 

2, The Persian Government has purchased from the Li Company: 
Tani thot CSkhd Rug)? which ie to ntande. eo: ara wil machine pene and’ as 
against smugglers 

3, Tt is reported that information has been received at the Russian consulate in 
Tinvell thot tho’ Persian Government has purchased in Germany three merchant vensels 
which are being brought to the Caspian vit the Russian canals by an Armenian named 
EUG ‘was a naval officer in Tsarist days, i 

_ 4, Information has been received at the Russian consulate in Enzeli of ris 
against the Bolshevik Government in the districts of Samara and Saratov, ; 

5, Resht.--His Majesty's vico-consul at Resht reports that he has learnt from a 
usually trustworthy source that the Genoral Officer Commanding the Independ 
Northern Brigade hins completed his plans for certai 
in tho vicinity of Astarabad, 


Intelligence Summary No. 20 for Week ending May 17, 1924. 


operations against the Tur 


Azerbaijan. 
6, No news of importance has been received during the week. 
Tasriatan, 


_ 7, Thero appears to be little doubt that a serious situation has arisen in Luristan 
dling tho past week. A ntroug combination of the Lr tees attacked the Govern 
ment troops in the vicinity of Khorremabad, defeated them severely and inflicted over 
BUG ean us LN ouuscon it chaise out thavta tora ot atest, Lopoii car 
from its supports at Burujird and in a precarious position seems certain. 
roporta-atate that Khorremabad has been evucuated by Government troops, but 
confirmation of this has not yet been obtained, Reinforcements from ‘Tehran and one of 
the French aeroplanes from Isfahan bave reached Burvjird. 
Tho rising is said to be due to the bitter resentment felt by the tribes at the 
trsaghorouyoxsoution of eon of the Lur chief (so parngraph 38 of wumiary No, 11 
of the 15th March, 1924) who had been persiaded to surrender by recsiving specific 
wuaranteos from the Amir-i-fasbkar commanding the operations, ‘This resentment 
as, itis said, been fostered by the intrigins of the Sheikh of Mobiammerah and the 
‘Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh, and fanied into a widespread hostility to the Prime Minister. 


Tehran. 


8. Reference paragraph 10 of intelligence summary No. 17, dated the 26th Aprillast. 
The last meeting of the War Minister with the divisional commanders took place 
on the'8th May. In his final address, Reza Khan told them that he had not willingly 
listened to the advice of those who had urged him to support the republican movement. 
He believed the Shah had obstructed efforts towards progress and that the army 
generally favoured! « republic, ‘Tho politica outlook was datk, He thought he would 
eventiuily be forced to gravitate towards the British or the Russians, and he asked 
avhetlior he could rely on their support in either choice; their success, of course, would 
follow his, Al! officers preeent assured him of their loyalty. 
{All the divisions commanders dispersed to chix eommands on the 0th 
and Lith, 


10, Reference paragraph 12 of last week's summary. 
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Two aeroplanes arrived in Tehran from Enzeli by air on the morning of the 12th, 
having previously flown from Baku to Enzeli. Three more are reported to be in 
Enzeli and two in Baku, 

‘According to the report of the Russian pilots, the time occupied in the flight from 
Enzeli to Tehran was 1 hour 45 minutes, The distance is not less than 160 miles in 
straight line, They landed on the aerodrome prepared at Kaleh Murghi, 14 miles to 
the south-west of the town. 

‘These machines bear a close resemblance to D.H.9.A; are painted dark-grey, with 
the Persian lion and sun on fusilage, red, white and green circles under the wings, 
They carry one machine gun each, but apparently no bomb racks, ‘They are numbered 
2501 and 2503, The engines are said to be 400'b.p. ‘The pilots names aro Vasilienko 
and Lazovski. 

11. The Russians are very elated by the safe arrival of their aeroplanes and have 
not lost the opportunity of gibing in their wireless nows at the lack of success of the 
French machines. 

12, It is reported that the War Office intends to establish separate aviation 
schools under French, German and Russian aviators, 

‘The director of the French school is to be M, Berhault, who came to Persia j 
charge of the French machin 

18. On tho 5th May the Fronch Chargé d'Affires is reported to have informed 
the Prime Minister that his Government wished to offer as a gift two aeroplanes in len 
of those which have erashed at Shi 

14, Reinforcements of approximately 2,000 men have been rushed out from the 
capital to the Luristan front, All available mechanical transport, amounting, to about 
nitety vehicles, including those commandeered from civilians, has boon utilised for 

pose, 
N'A disquieting feature of the situation is the number of soldiers from among 
those detailed to proceed to Luristan who have taken sanctuary in the mosques. 

On the 13th a party of about twenty fled to Shah Abdul Azim, near Tehran, 
whence they were forcibly ejected during the night by an armed party, A: second and 
Tanger party has now taken refuge there, and had not, yet been persuaded to come out, 
Tt fe reported from Kum that there are nearly a hundred men with their arms) in the 
Jocal shrir 

16, Opponents of the War Minister are attempting to, make capital out of the 
incidents referred to in, the proceding paragraph—the forcible gjectmont, of refugees 
from the sh to ‘agitation against the military. % 

je truth abont the situation in Luristan has been carefully concealed in the 
press, which attempts to minimise its importance, But the Prime 
Minister it his address to the troops despatched as reinforcements made @ very «pecial 
appeal for their loyalty, be 
18. On the 8th May the Russian Legation sent a note to the Persian Government, 
of which the purport is reported to be 


Krom unofficial information in our possession it, appears that the, Persian 

ment does not intend to pay the debis for which it i liable under article 
of the Russo-Persian ‘Treaty, It is hoped that the Persian Government) will 
foconsider their attitude and so spare the Russian Government the necessity of 
taking steps to protect its interests.” 


It is reported that on the 14th the Persian Ministor for Foreign Affairs replied to 
the effect. that the Persian Government had not the intention imputed to it in the 
Russian note, and he challenged the Russian interpretation of article 10 of the treaty, 

19, The’ Majlis has finally selected the members of the Special Oil Committoo, 
vhich has commenced its sittings under the presidency of Mudarris, pi 

“The German Legation has recently erveted a wireless reeviving station which 
receives from Hanover, 

TH, Reference paragraph 17 of intelligence summary No, 19, dted the 12th April, 
Masters aud Upson are reported to have stated that they have come from Karucht as 
correspondents of Various nevispapers with the iutention of visiting Angora and Pree, 
‘As thay have found it impossible to proceed further than Tehran, they have upplied to 
their headquarters for permission to return to Karachi. 

22, Khoshtaria arrived in Tehran on the 14th, ; 4 

25, Mitchell, the American adviser to the Public Works Department, is proceeding 
to Tabriz to inspect and report on the Tabriz-Julfa Railway. 








Isfahan, 

24. Orders have been issued in Isfahan for the raising of a new regiment of 
cavalry, with a strength of 500, to he commanded by Naib Sarhang Serdar Bahadur 
Bakhtiari, Highty rank and file have been transferred from the Abbasi Regiment to 
form a nucleus 

25, Ono of the French aeroplanes attempted to fly from Isfuhan to Tehran on the 
tmormning of the Lath. ‘The pilot lost his way and landed near Malayer, whence he is 


reported to huve flown to Burujird. 
W. A. K. FRASER, Major, LA., 
Military Auacké, 
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Mr. Ovey to Mr. MacDonatd—(Receired June 20.) 
(No, 268.) 
ir, Pehran, May 

‘DHE last fortnight has beon marked by no event of outstanding pol 
Parliament, which in this country enjoys no recess, except. involuntarily, 
hair-splitting labours. "The Prime Minister has embarked on no new or radical polic 
As Thad the honour to report in my telegram No. 121 of the 16th instant, the 
Government troops have met with a considerable reverse in Luristan, where a serious 
Tovolt rose from the impolitio action of the commander of the troops in munering— 
spite of the most solemn oaths—the Lu chiefs who had been induced to enter into 
nogotiations with him. ‘This act of typical Oriental treachery necessarily resulted in 
producing: state of mind amoug those chiefs who had escaped murder which led them 
to arguo that, if they were to div, they might as well do so on the field of battle. Tt 
Was recently reported that the Government have had to abandon Khorenabad, losing 
1,600 men in narrow defile, and are massing reinforcements round Buryjird, ‘This 
may very probably, however, be an exaggeration, Krom information imparted to the 
military attaché, it would seem to. be the Government's intention, when these 
havo assumed a sufficiently imposing aspect, to enter into w parley 
Tt is true that the Primo Minister now possesses, in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
five aeroplanes, all of which are capable of flight, and which took part, on the 25th, in 
series of demonstration flights before large and undoubtedly interested crowds’ of 
spectators, Home of the more important of whom were sufficieutly fatalistic to venture 
on a short Ho is algo expecting some armoured Rolls-Royce cars, which appear 
to hava mysteriously disappeared for the moment, and some ‘Citroen "caterpillar ” 
cars, Tntrigues in tho army are, however, very prevalent, and a new form of demon- 
stration has recently been employed, which cousists in bodies of troops, presumably 
bribed so to uct, taking refuge in mosques. If, therefore, the news regarding his 
intontion to compromise with the rebel Lurs, and another report that. he contemplates 
a similar compromise with Dost Mohamed in Persian Baluchistan, are true, it would not 
appear that this display of modern military scientific appliances would suffice successfully 
to balance the loss of prestige which must mark the failure of his pacifieatory efforts 
in part of Persia so central as Luristan, 

As I have already reported, Reza Khan has now become a capitalist, and would 
feem to profer methods of compromise to military adventures. I have more than once 
xpresiel the opinion that hie has not abandoned. his desite to change the present form 
of government, in spite of his official utterances, but he appears to be working more 
on the lines of a rapprochement. with the Russians and @ mild flirtation with the 
Church, With regard to the latter, it is interesting to note that arrangements have 
been made for the presentation to him, on Friday, the 30th May, of « portrait of the 
prophst Ali AmirulMuininin, sont to him by the ulama, recently returmed ta Teak us 
‘a mark of their esteem. 

From the financial point of view, his Highness's schemes seem also to be meeting 
with little success, Mr. Forbes, the representative of Blair and Co,, who had come to 
‘Tehran to study the financial situation with a view to the raising of a 10-million-dollar 
Joan, has left for America, without apparently having accomplished anything. Although 
it may not be too great a stretch of imagination to compare Reza Khan with Cromwell, 
it mist be remembered that, hip ditties aro largely. those: which reeled fn the 
downfall of Charles T, namely, the inability to raiso money except by doubifully legal 
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methods. A newoomer to this country is greatly impressed with the extent to which 
the idea of government by the Majlis has been apart and parcel of Persian mentality. 
None of the five Parliaments which Persia has hitherto enjoyed haye inade any real or 
constructive contribution to the development or the rehabilitation, financial or political, 
of the country, and one’s conclusion can therefore only be’ that this inactivity 
Topresents current Persian ideals. ‘The puth of the reformer is beset with many 
difficulties. 5 
Thave, &e. 
ESMOND OVEY, 
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Mr, Ovey to Mr. MacDonald —(Received June 28.) 
No, 198.) 
legraphic.) Tehran, June 28, 1924. 

FOUR telegram No. 92 

Article 27 of Sinclair Oil Bill in latest form makes concession definitely contingent 
‘upon. 10,000,000 dollars loan, and Persian Government agree to offer adequate seourity. 

If, as I understand, non-uequiescence of His Majesty's Government. (seo your 
telegram No. 73) is not convertible into power to refuse legal alienation of Anglo- 
Persian revenue as security, I should warn you that we have little beyond strong 
Aisinolination of Majlis towards ratifying any concession advantageous to Prime Minister 
to prevent passage of Bill, 

Prime Minister is contemplating reorganisation of Cabinet and rapprochement 
with monarchy (telegram will follow when fiets more definite) to give him more power 
to get Bill ratified, 

Question of security will then ar 





